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(Ufarmed - Second laitilc of Nc'ivlmrv - RiO 

and charnefer f the InJe/iendents- - S: If-dcminv 

ordinance - Fairfax^ Cronni'cl--^ d'rrat'j oj 

Uxbridge - Execution cf Laud. 

T nr. king had liithcrto, dnring the coi:rre c n p. 
<>1 the wafj obuiincd many advaiTtagcs over lAMl, 
thr parliament, and hadTaifed hiinfelf iVuni 
r oat low ('(vnilitioii into which he liaci at firft ‘fallen, 

■0 he rieavly upon an equal footing with' his ad> 
veriaru':'. Vdrldhirc, rmd allw]rc northern o>uijt:e.;, 
v.\:e '’educed by the marquis of Ne'»^c;*Jt!c ; ,and,^ 
excelling Hull, tho parliament was inadir <d, n-S 
g. riioii !!\ tliele (piar.'ers. hi the wed, Plymouth ■ 
almye, Ih'cu in Vain htTicge*! by prince 

Maurice,,pe/died the king's a-nhoi' ■■\nd had 
*1 nut betiii fjr tile dilanoidritineu: Giternrile 

Voi.Vil. • * ‘ id 
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History of (;ri> at Britain 


c n \ r 

i.VlI. 
2^’ *f4* 



Mil iialiua io 
pra:;li)Ic oa 
aie 1 w as 


of GlouociK'r, the ioy;il rarrhori:. luul rcaclied, 
out. iiit<'rruprion, ojjc end (jJ the-k.iiijc;d(5 

the other aii(.l luui oeeui)';.\l ;i preatcr exieri 
ground than thole ot the parlianicnt. Many of t 
ruyuliitb tiattered ihornlelves, that the lame vigo 
Ous fpirit, Mhich had t?h' t'O'.! lixe; to the j)relent 
height of powCi, would itiil t-oau r their pvogrefs, 
and obtain them a final virtorv ovir _ii' enemies: 
Eut thofc who niJ'^e ' more 
bcfulet) ihc aecelii -a of the 'd, t i.. 
the fde cf iIi; r”:'li:nue:.u to 
Wiiich the r<". .ft lui'i-eiiLS e. d 1 ii 

\ 

every <’ay accpiU'eal, iieire d i:;'-;-.', , "le (-ppo~ 

fine party, "i'he klngT na* j, ^ ‘,.11 or gctry ’ 
nobility, had C'-ercifetl a V,dour I■. h-h or.e- 
niics, and. had liitherte, lx.eii Iv. ,, e; io .i ■ .oil 
every rcncouiiLcr : inil, in proporllon ;h.. •, role 
nat'ton became warlike, by liie i■'uthniaiua . i , '11 
difrords, this advaiuagc was mere ea; ,div drat l‘. 1 ; 
and fuperior number:,, it w.is expected, mull at 
length obtain tire vlelory. d he kiu^^’s iroop. alfo, 
ill paid, and.,dc'titiito oi every nocellai v, rould iiv,! 
poilibly bo retained in equal difeiplinc with tiie jvar- 
iiameiitary forces, to whtnii all ftipplie,-; were fur- 
/lilhtd from unexhausted Ifores atiJ tieal’tiresh d'iie 
feveritv of manners, fo 'much aftided by ihefc 
zealous religioniils, allilled ihcir military inlti- 
tutious; and llu; rigid inllexibiliiy of charader by 
tvliich the aulterc rv:l(-rmcr;’. of diureh and Rate w'ere 
diliinguinfcd, ctiabhd the parliamentary ciucls to 
icllrain their f(>J,1icfs within .Hridcr rules and more 
exact order. Atid while the king’.' ollicers indulged 
thenifclves‘ even in greater licences .than thufc to 
which,' (^uiing timcif "of peace, they had been ac- 
N «:ufto:ned, -they were apt, both to ncgled their mi- 
iitany duty,* and to let a pernicious example of dif*- 
wdCr to the foldlcrs under'tireir command. 


, ■ PufliwGr'h, vol. vi. r* 
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.CHARLES I. 


At the commencement of the civil war, all ( 
[a^lilbrnen,* who ferved abroad, were iijvited twer, 
ant! treated with extraordinary rcfpcct: And moft ^ 
of them, being delcendcd oi good families, and, by 
reafon of their abfence, unacquainted with the new 
principles which deprelled the dignity of the crown, 
liad inlilfed under the royal itandardr But it ob- 
fervable that, though the military profcilion re¬ 
quires great genius, and long eicpcrience, in,the 
principal cojjuuandcrs, all its fubordinaic duties 
may be diicharged bv prdinary talents, and from 
k'.periiejal practice. . ('itizens and country-gentle¬ 
men foot) bee lUK exc ellent olheers, and the gene¬ 
rals ol greatell fame’auJ capacity ha})pencd, all of 
ilicm, tv) Ipriiig up on the tide oi the pariiament. 

I h-c courtier,; mtd •:v( at nobiiitv, in^the other party, 
chcekeei the growth any extraoufmary geiyus 
aumn-/ tile lubordinate officers ; and everv man 
there, as iti a re-pdar eltabiilhed government, was 
coiilined to the llatiou in which his birtji had placed 
him. 


'1’hi' king, that he might make preparations, 
during winter, for the enfuing campaign, fummoned 
to Oxtord all the members of cither houfc, who ad- 
hered to his Interells; and endeavoured to avail 
himfelf of the name of parliament, fo pallionately 
chcrifhed by the Knglifh nation ^ The hotife of 
peers was pretty full ; aiui, besides the Ttiobility em¬ 
ployed in difl'ereni parts of the kingdoijj^ it con¬ 
tained twice as many members jis commonly voted 
at Weflmiiifler. dhe^ioufeof convnons confilled 
of about 140 ; which amounted not to al^ov.e half of 
the other houfc of comgions 

So extremely light had govesinment hitherto’lain 
upon the people, that' the very name of' e^cife* \va.% 
unknown to them ; and, among other evils arifing 
from thefe domeftic wars, was the inirodudion of 


S Rufll.*vol. vi«p, 559 , 
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that impoft into England. The parliament at Wef 
minder havjng voted an excife on beer,* wine, at 
other commodities ; thofe at Oxford imitated the 
example, and conferred that revenue on the king. 
And, in order to enable him the better to recruit 
his army, they granted him the fum of ioc,ooo 
pounds, to be levied by way of loan upon the fub- 
jeft. 'The king circulated privy-fcals, enunter- 
fign^d by the fptakers of both houfes, requiring the 
loan of particular fums from fuch perlbiis as lived 
within his quartersNeither party had as yet got 
above liie pedantry of reproaching their antjigonifls 
with theft; illegal mcafures. 

I'liE Wellniinrtcr parliament palfed a whimfical 
ordinance, com'inanding all the inhabitants of Lon¬ 
don and the^ neighbourhood to retrench a meal a 
week ; and fo'pay the value of it lor the liipport of 
the public caufeIt is eafily imagined, that, pro¬ 
vided the money were paid, ihev troubled them- 
fel ves but litde about the execution of their ordi¬ 
nance. 

Such was the king’s fituation, that, in order to 
reftore peace to the’‘nation, he had no occafion to 
demand any other terms' than the reftoring of 
the laws and conllitution; the replacing him in 
the fame rights which Had ever been enjoyed 
by his predecefforsand the re-eftablifhing, on 
its ancient bafis, the whole frame of government, 
civil as well as ecclefiaftical. And, that he might 
facilitate an end feemingly fo defirable, he offered 
to employ meanw equally popular, an univerfal a£t 
of oblivion, and a toleration or indulgence to tender 
confciences. Nothing thetefore could contribute 
more ter his interefts than every difeourfe of peace, 
"jjnd ‘evefy‘“difcuinon of the Conditions upon which 
. thap blellmg could be obtained. For this reafon, 
he folicited a treaty, on all occafions, and defired 
a conference and mutual examination of preten- 

^ Rwfli. ^ol vi. * Pugdalc, p. 119. Rufh-vcl. vi. p. 748. 

3 ' . . . ' fions. 
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bns, cv.a ivhf.i he entertained no hop;;s that any c n A r 
^olicliyKni couia poflibly refult from it. 

For like roafens, the parliatncnt prudently avoid- 
cd, as much as poillble, all advances towards ne- 
gotiarioii, and were cautious not to expoib too cafily 
to eeiiluie tho'e hi;.fh terms, which fhe’r apprthen- 
fioris or I heir anibiiion made them previoul^y de- 
maiid of the king. Though thtir partifans '\j/ere 
hliiided with i!ic thickell veil of religious prejudices, 
they dreaded to bring tjieir prctenfions to the lelt, 
or lay them open before the whole nation. In op- 
pobtion to the Ihcred,authority of the laws, to the 
venerable precedents of many ages, the popular 
leaders were alhamed to plead nothing but fears and 
ji-aloufies, which were not avowee^ by the confti- 
tution, and for which neither the pcrlonal charafSet 
of Charles, fo fell of virtue, nor his fituatlon, fo 
deprived of all independent authority, feemed to 
aftbrd any reafonable foundation. Grievances wliich 
had been fully* rcdrelTcd; powers, cither legal or 
illegal, W'hich had been entirely renounced; it 
feemed unpopular and invidioits, and ungrateful^ 
any farther to infuT; on. * 

The king, that he might abate the univerfal ve^ 
neration paid to the name' of parliament, had iffued 
a declaration, in which he fet forth all the tumults 
by which himfelf and his partifans in both houfes had 
been driven from London ; and he thenc* inferred 
that the aflembly at Weftminllej was no longer a 
free parliament, and, till its liberty •w'ere reftored^ 
was entitled to no authority. As this jj|eclaration 
was an obftacle to all, treaty, feme contrivance 
feemed requifite, in order to eiade it. 

A LETTER was written in the foregoing fpnng, 
to the earl of jsflex, and fubferibed by the priiife, 
the duke of York, anti forty-three •noblemen L 
They- there exhort him to be an inftrument of re- 

•• • . • ^ ^ , 
f Clartfrdon, vol. iii- p- 44z- Risfh. vol*^ ■'«. p. S66# Whit* 

locke, p. 77 . • • 

B. q .ftoring 
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C n A 1 ’. jloring peace, and to promote that happy end wil! 
thofe by w'hoin he was employed. Klfcx, thoug 
1644. much difguded with tlic parliament, thou^c^h ap 
prchenfivc of the extremities to which they wer 
driving, tliough de-ircMs of any rcafonable acconi- 
modi^tion yt* w^as hill more reiolute to preferve 
an honourable fidelity to the trull repoled in him. 
lie replied, that jis the paper lent him neither con- 
taiiied any addrefs to the two honles nl'parliament, nor 
any acknowledgment of their a.uthority, he could 
not communicate it to them. Like propofals had 
been reiterated by the king, ’during the'-enfuing 
^amj'aign, and Hill met with a like anl’wer from 




In order to make a new trial for a treaty, the 
king, thio fpriug, fciH anotlicr letter, dircdicd to 
the lords and commons of parliament aflembleJ at 
Wellmlnllcr: But as he alfo mentioned, in the 
letter, the lords and commons of parliament a(- 
femblcd at Oxford, and declared that his Icopt and 
Intention was to make provifion tliat all the mem¬ 
bers of both houfes migiit fecurcly meet in a full 
and free allembly ; the {virliametxt, perceiving the 
. conclulion implied, refufed all treaty upon fuch 
terms And the king, wlio knew what fmall hopes 
there w'cre of accommodation, would noi abandon 
the pretenfions which he had alTumcd ; nor acknow¬ 
ledge the two houfes, more cxprcfsly, for a' free 
parliament. 

This wintef tile famous Pym died ; a man as 
much’ hated oy one party, as rcfpectcd by the 
other. ‘Ai London, he was confu’lered as the viclim 
to Rational libertywhoh^d abridged his life by in- 
j^celtint labours for tlie intcrells ol his country*: Ac 
OfiforcF-be was believed to have been llruck with 
aiF uncoumpn difeafe, aKd to have been coiifumed 

5 vol. iii. p. 444. Kiifli. vo). vi. p, 569. .f7o. Whit- 

IfH-lvc, p/yi. ** Claicndon, voK ilu Whitlockc, 

p. ■“9* i ll/d- p. 6£» ** 

with 



CHARLES I. 

^*ith vermin ; as a mark of divine vengeance, for C H A p, 
is iirjitij)!ied crimes and rreafons. Ike had been 
fo iin?e .'iudious of improving his private fortune 
in tlioil ci'.il wars of which he iuid been one prin¬ 
cipal auifjor, that ihe parliament thought them/’elves 
obliged, ir''';' ':ra:iri’..l(, fo pay flie ^lebts which he 
had conir.idcd . We now rcfnrn lo the niiiritary 
operations, v.’dcli, ilaring the uinter, were carried 
on wiili vigour in ie’»er;d places, notwithllanding^tlic 
feveritv o! tite ii '.Ion. 

Till, i’orce;. lirom. i;; 1 /om fre! iVid were landed at 
MoltyiR* in isorili a.'aies ; and being put under 
the command o. lud Kiiun, •they befutmd and le-o!: 
the c.'.hii'-; of ilawa,,...i, --clou, and 

i)e(.H!inj;ton.hon:el-.o '.ki;e in Ciicljiire or the 
r.eigiibonrhood i.-..w ad.'K'.evi to riic •p uJdiunent, ex- 
t\oi N,m;wi(h : And lo tl' S town bijou laid fuT’c 
during the deptii (fwiirter. Sir I'homas Kaii'fax, 
alarmed at id conlulerable a progrcls of the royalilb, 
alicmbled an aiiiiy ot 4000 men in \’o^k^hire, and 
haviiig joined Jir William Brei'eton, was approach¬ 
ing tri the camj> of the enemy. Biroii and his 
foldiers, elated uitli fcK^-elk-s obtained in Ireland, 
had entertained thi* moil profound contempt lor the 
parliamentary forces; a dirpofitiou winch, if con¬ 
fined to the army, may be rcgtirded as a good 
prelryge (d'vichuy ; hut if it c^end to the general, 
is the molt jjrobable forerunner of a defear. Fairfa.\ 
fudcietily attacked the camp of the royalifls, Tlie isttibiJ 
fwelling of (he river by a thaw diviAd one part of 
the army from the other. That paTt expclM to 
Fairfax, being beVten from their ppfl, retired into 
ihc church of Afton, and wer« all taken piiliuicy s: 

'Jhe other retreated with precipitation™. ,Aiid tjms 
W'as dillipailid, or rendered ufelefs, th^t.feodyjof' 


^ jt)Urn. i.Wb ofFtbiuar,-iu4$. 
*" ^bid, j>. 10^1 


‘ RaPi. v'.'l, V. p,-.95. 
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^ 1 vjj ^ vvliich had been drawn from Ireland; and tl 

parliamentary party revived in thofe north-w< 
i6 f t. counties of England. 

Trix.ifioii The invafion from Scotland was attended with 
land confequences of much greater importance. T iie 
Scots, having Summoned in vain the town of New- 
caltkv which was fortified by the vigilance of fir 
iiJl tli, 'Thomas Glenham^ pafled the Tyne ; and faced tho 
inaiquis of NcwcalUe, who lay at Durham with an 
army ol 14,000 men”. After fome military ope¬ 
rations, in which that nobieman reduced the enemy 
to diflieulties for forage and ptoviiions, ho'received 
intelligence of a great dil’aficr which had btfallen 
his forces in YljOrhihirc. Colonel Bdlalis, wltoin he 
had left with a confiderablc body ol iroojis, wai 
a/thAptll. totally rc'^^d*’ at Selby by f;r 'Thomas Fairfax, 
w'ho had returned from Chelliirc with his ’jitlorious 
forces". Afraid of being inclofcd between twt> 
armies, Newcaltle retreated; and Leven having 
joined lord Fairfax, they fat down before York, tu 
which the army of the royalifis had retired. But as 
the parliamentary |md Scottilh forces were not nu¬ 
merous enough to invert Jo large a town, divided 
by a river, they contented themfelves with incom¬ 
moding it by a loofe blockade ; and alfairs re¬ 
mained, for fome time, in fufpenfe between thelc 
oppofite arjnios ^ • 

Dt aettro this winter and fpring, other patts of 
the kin;^dom had ulfo been infefted with war. 
Hoj4on, having *'alfembled an army of ■14,000 
men,* endeavoured to break into Suflex, Kent, and 
the foutfArn aflbciailon, which feemed well difpofeJ 
to .receive him. Waller fell upon him at Chcring- 
ton, and.gavc him a defeat S of confiderablc iin- 
' pertante.* In another quarter, fiege being laid 


» Rtlfti. vol* vi. p/c.l;, 
jP Idem, ibid. p. Ozl, 


Idem, ibid. p. CiS* 
■: 9th of March. 


to 
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foTNewark, by the parliamentary forces, prijice Ru- ^ 

^ert prepared himfelf for relieving a town oli fucli i.on- 
i'equcn«.“, which alone preferved the communication i')^4- 
open between the king’s fouthern and northern quar¬ 
ters ^ With a fmall force, but that animated by 
his active courage, he broke through the enemy, re¬ 
lieved the town, and totally dilTipateJ that arnfy of 
the parliament 

But though fortune feemed to*have divided lier 
favours between the parties, the king found himfelf, 
in the main, a confiderable lofer by this winter- 
campaign ; and he prognoliicated a hi!! \vi rfe ev'-nt 
from the enfuing fuinmer. 'i'he pr'. j'/a’Tti.ms of the 
parliament were great, and murh extended liie ilen- 
df.T refources of which he was po;n_iIcd. bi ;!. j c.dl- 
ern ailbeiation, they levied fourteciuti iou’ -nJ na n, 
under the earl of Manchelter, fccondcc' O'; Croyi- 
welAn ariny often thoufand men, un.icr I’lfe::, 
another of nearly the fame force under W.-lIcr, weic 
^embled in the neighbourhood of L(«idon. I’he 
former was deftined to oppofe the king: The iattci 
was appointed to march irito the well, v^horo prim e 
Maurice, with a fmall army wdiich went continually 
to decay, was fpeuding his time in vain before Lyme, 
an inconfidcrable town upon the fca-coalt. The ut- 
moft eflbrts of the king could not raife above ten 
rhouiiind men at Oxford; and gn their fwordchiclly, 
(lurmg the campaign, were thefe to depend for fuh- 
fjitence. 

Th<-: queen, terrified with ihc dangers which 
every way environed' h*er, and afraJid of being en- 
clofed in Oxford^* in the middle of t’n^ kingdom, 
lied to Exeter, where•Ihe ly^ped to be delivered 
unmolefted of the child with*’R'hich flie ^vas’now 
pregnant, and whoice flie hacl the m^aijs oT a;< 
cafy efcape into France, if prelTed by t^ie fqjce?. 
of the enemy. She knew the •implatcable hatred 


' Rulh. vij. vi. p^3o6. 
^ RuHl vyl. vL p- 01 j. 
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CHAP, which ihe parliament, on account of her rtligife 
and her credit with the king, had all along born<?" 
her. Lafl fummer liic commons had fen: up to 
the peers an iiujjeuchment of Iiigli treafon againll 
her ; becaufe, in liis utmoft diftrelfes, fhc had ai- 
hfted her iiulljand with arms and aimnunition, which 
Ihe had bougni in Holland". And had Ihe fallen 
into ilieir hands, neither lier fex, Ihe knew, nor high 
Ration, could pr«tetil her againll infults at leall, il 
not danger, from thole haughty republicans, who lo 
little allcded to condud themfclvei by the maxims 
of gallantry and poiiteuefs. 

1- R(jM the be ginning of thefe diflenfions, the par¬ 
liament, it is remarkable, had, in all things, af- 
fumed an ext/eme afeendant over their foveieign, 
and had de layed a violence, and arrogated an au¬ 
thority, wmeh, on his fide, would not have been 
compatible either with his temper or his fituation. 
While he fpoke perpetually of pardoning all rcl-cL ; 
they talked, of nothing but the punilhment of 
linqitcnls and malignants : While he offered a tole¬ 
ration and indulgence to tender confeiences j they 
threatened the utttr extirpation of prelacy: I'o 
his profeflions of lenity, they opjjofed declarations 
of rigour : And the more the ancient tenor of the 
laws inculcated a refpedful fubordination to the 
crowm, the more careful were they, by their lofty 
pretcnlions,' to cover that defed under which they 
laboured. . 

Their great advantages in the north feemed to 
fecond their aa.bition, and finally to proinife them 
fuccefs in , their unwarrantable ehterprifes. Man- 
chelier, having taken Lincoln, had united his army 
to that 'of Leven ati'cl h'airfax; and York was now 
’-'lofely bdil'ged by their combined forces. That 
toWh, though vigoroufly defended by Newcaftle, 
Vfas reduced to extremity ; and the parliamentary 
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inetals, after enduring great Ioffes and fatigues, c h At* 
’Mattered thenifelves that all their labours,\vould at 
laft be crowned by this important conqucll. t)n a 
'fudden, they were alarmed by the approach of priuec 
Rupert. This gallant commander, having vigoroaiiy 
exerted himlelf in laincafhire and Chelluje, had c ol- 
leCicd a conhderabic anny; and, joining; lirCluitie:: 

Lucas, who coininunded Newcalllc’s luule, hallciied 
to the relief of York, with an arniv of 20,000 men. 

The Scottilh and parllameniarv generals railed the 
fiege, and, drawing up on»Marih)n moor, pnrpoied 
to give battle to the .royalills. Ihiuce Rupert ap. 
2)roached the town by anothej’ quarter, ami, Intel- 
{jofing the river Oule'betwccn him and the enemy, 
fafely joined his lorces to thole ol Newcaltle. d he 
marquis endeavoured to perfuailc lym^Uiat, hav¬ 
ing fo fuccclsfully effected his purpofe,' he ought fp 
be content with the prelent advantages, and leave 
the enemy, now much diminilhed by their Ioffes, 
and difeouraged, by their ill fuccels, to^iffolve, by 
thofc mutual diffenfions which had begtm to take 
place among thepiThe prince, Avhofe mat ilal 
difpofition was not fufficiently tefnpered with' pru¬ 
dence, nor foftcne 4 by complaifance, pretending po- 
fitive orders ,from the king, without deigning to jilpii}, 
confult with Newcaltle, whofe merits and fervices 
defeived better-treatment, immediately iflued orders 
for KttttU, anddtjd out the army to Marfton-moor 's? 

This action was, oWtlnately difputed benveen the ^0 jr. ^ 
mod numerous armies that weje engaged during 
the courfe of thel# warSf ijipr were Hhe forces on 
each fide much d^erexM^ in.iiumber. ^fty thou- 
fand Bridlh troops were* led Co mutual fiaughter ; 
and the viftory leetoed ‘ long ^mdecidpd between 
them. Prince Rupert, who comniandeff t^re right*" 
wing of the royalills, was-oppeffed to Cromwei^\ . 

♦ 

^ Life of the Duke ofNcwcallle, p. 40. 

^ Clarendoft* vol.v.f>, 526, y Rufli part lii. » 3 i, y. p 633* 

^ wixa 
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CHAP, who conduced the choice troops of the parliament^ 
enured to danger under that determined leader, ani- 
t j 644. mated by zeal, and confirmed by the mdft rigid 
difeipHne. After a (hort combat, the cavalry of 
the royalifts gave way ; and fuch of the infantry as 
flood next them wore likewife borne down, and put 
to flight. N*e\vcafile’s regiment alone, refolute to 
conquer or to perifh, obiiinately kept their ground, 
aqd maintained,* by their dead bodies, the fame or* 
der in which they had at firfl been ranged. In the 
other wing, nr d’homas h’airfax and colonel Lam¬ 
bert, with lome troops, broke through thcroyalifts; 
and, tranfported by. the ardour of purfuit, foon 
reached their vicloiious friends, engaged alfo in 
purfuit of the*enemy. But after that tempeft was 
paft, Lu cas., who commanded the royalifts in this 
\i mg, reUor'ing order to his broken forces, made 
a furious attackj on the parliamentary cavalry, 
threv.' them into diforder, pufhed them upon their 
own infantry, and put that whole wing to rout. 
When ready to feize on their carriages and bag¬ 
gage, he perceived Cromwel, who was now returned 
from purfuit of tfie othei; wing. Both fides were 
not a little furprifed to find that they muft again 
renew the combat for that viftory which each of 
them thought they had already obtained. The ffont 
of the battle was. now exaftly countetchanged; 
and each army occupied the ground which had'been 
poffefled »by the enemy at the beginning of the day. 
This fecond battle was eaualiy furious and' defpe- 
fate with the 'firft: But wer utmoft efforts of 


courage by both parties, iriftory wholly turned to 
the fi^e of the parliaineiit. * The prince’s tnun of ar- 
tillefy Hm taken"and hit army puihed off 

the* field of bsUitle *• 

,^His, event was in kfelf a mighty blow to the 
isiiig} but i>roved more filial in its confequences. 


• •*1kufli. vol. vi. p. 63a. Whitlocke, p. 8>?* 
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i>ifhe marquis of Newcaftle was entirely lofl: to the < 
foyal caule. That nobleman, the ornamem: of the 
court and of his order, had been engaged, contrary 
to the natural bent of his difpofition, into thefe mi¬ 
litary operations, merely by a high fenl'e of honour, 
and a perfonal regard to his mailer. The dangers 
of war were difregarded by his valour; but it^Ta- 
tigues were oppreflive to his •latural indolence. 
Munificent and generous in hi. ;xp(fncc; polite and 
elegant in his tafte; courteou ; ad humane in his 
behaviour; he brought a great ac<. .liion of friends 
and of credit to the party which he embraced. But 
amidlt all the hurry of a£lion, Jiis inclinations were 
fecretly drawn to the f6ft arts of peace, in .which he 
rook delight; and the charms of poetry, mufic, and 
converfation, often itole him from his rougher occu- 
pations. He chofe fir William Davenant, an in* 
geiiious poet, for his lieutenant-general: '1 he other 
perfons, in whom he placed confidence, were more 
the inllruments qf his refined pleafures, •than qua¬ 
lified for the bufmefs which they undertook: And 
the feverity and application requifite to the fupport 
of difeipUne, were qualities^iu whic'h he w'as entirely 
wanting *. * 

WHtN prince Rupert, .contrary to his advice, 
jrefolved on this battle, and ilfued all orders, with¬ 
out communicating his intentions to him, he took 
the field, but, he laid, merely as a volunteer; and, 
except by his perfonal courage, which Ih.me out 
■with lufire, he had no lliare in the.aclion. Enraged. 

‘ to find that all his fuccefsYuI labours wtre rendered 
abortive by one a£l of fatal temerity, terrified with 
the profped of reiiewing»his pqjns and fatigue, he 
refolved no longer to maintain *ihe few relources 
which remained to a defperate caufe, and^thouglit 
that the fame regard to honour, which had,gt firS* 
called him to arms, now required him to Abandon a 

* Clarendon, v. p. jc:, 508. See WarwTC. • * 
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party, where he met with fuch unworthy treatment^ 
Next nivniing early he lent woitl to the prince that 
he was inllantly to leave the kingdom; and, without 
♦ielav, he went tt' Scarborougii, v.heic he found a 
vclle!, which carried him be)'(md fea. During the 
cniiiing years, fill the redoration, he lived abroad 
in Vreal I'ccelhtv, and law, with indillerence, his 
opiueut ioriuno I'equedcrcd by thole who aflumeJ 
the govt rnnicntvl l-nglanJ. lie dildained, by fub- 
iniilion or compofuion, to fliow' obeilance to their 
innrped aiifhority; and ,'hc kail favourable cenfors 
hi', inciit alloweil, that the fidelity and fcrvices of 
a w liolc lite had I'ldjleiently ittoiicd for one ralh acUon 
into which his pafiion had betra) cd him k 

PanNOi. Rupert, with equal precipii.nion, drew 
oil' till' remains of his arun, and retired into Lan- 
faihirc. "Tncnham, in a few days, was obliged to 
furrender York; and he inarched out his garrifon 
with all the honours of war'. Lord Fairfax, re¬ 
maining iv the city, cftablilhed his government in 
that whole county, and lent a thoufand horfe into 
Lancalhire, to join with the parliamentary force.s in 
that quarter, and* attend the motions of prince Ru¬ 
pert: 'I'he Scottifh army marched northwards, in 
order to join the carl of Calender, W'ho was advanc- 
iiig with ten thoufand acTditional forces'^; and to re¬ 
duce the town of Newcaltle, which they took by 
florin: The earl of Maucheller, with Crorntwel, to 
whom Uic fame of this great vidory was chiefly 
aferibed, and wl\o was wounded in the a£lion, re- 
turPicd to ih« eallern afl'ociatloii, in order to recruit 
his arm^'. 

W^nu/t; thefe events pafl'pd in the north, the king’s 
rrairs*iii the foutksvere conducled with more fuccefs 


aj 


arid greater abilities. Ruiliven, a Scotchman, who 


^ Clarcmlcw, vol.^v. p.511 
^ Wliitlockc, p, 


^ Rufii. vol. \i. p, 
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Kati been created earl of Brentford, afted, under the' c h A p 
^ing, as general. ^ 1. j 

The parliament foon completed their two armies 1644. 
commanded by Effex and Waller. The great zeal 
of the city facilitated this undertaking. Many 
fpecches were made to the citizens by the parlia¬ 
mentary leaders, in order to excite tJieir ardo^ir. • 

Hollis, in particular, exhorted them not to fjxiri * on 
this important occalion, eilhci tiieir yuries, ilieir {\i- 
fons, or their prayers'; and, in il mull fte 

conielfod, they were fufficieniiv liberal in all thd'e 
contributions. The two general^ iiaJ order", lo iiirach 
with their' combined aVmie.s tov^ards Oxibd'il; and, 
il the king retired inio’that chy, lo lay fiege to it, 

• iiid b} one enterprilc put a period to the war. The 
king, kas’iisg a numerous garrlfon in Oxford, 

(..'.he!! with (iexleriiv between the two'irt.d.-j, which 
li;u taken Abingdon, and had meioletl him on 
boi.Ii rules ’’. He marched tviwards Worceltcr; 
and \Valler received orders from Eifex to follow 
him and watch* his motions; wl'.ile tie hinifelf 
marched into the well in quell of [)rinet; Maurice. 

\Valler had apprc'achcd within two miles of the 
royal camp, and was only fcparateJ from it by the 
Severn, when he rAeived intelligence,that the king 
was advanced to Bew'dlev, and had directed his 
coiirle towards Shrewlbury. In order to prevent 
him, .Waller prefently JiflodgedT and ha.flened by 
quick ’marches to that town; while the king, fud- 
lienly returning upon his own footlleps, reached 
Oxford ; and having reinforced his ariny from that* 
garril'on, now in his turn marched out in quctl of 
Waller. The two armies faced each othefat Cro- Jj-iitii-or 
predy-brldge near Bahbury ; birt:,ihe CharwcJI*’ran 
between them. Next day the king decamped, and 
inarched towards Daventry. Waller ordeitd'h coik- 
fiderable detachment to pafs the bridge, \Pith afT 


^ vol. jK p, 66v t 3d o'" Jun^ 
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C H A P. intention of falling on the rear of the royalifts. ilc., 
. j was repulfcd, routed, and purfued with confiderable 
1(44. lofs Stunned and diflicartened with this blow, 
his army decayed and melted away by defertion 
and the king tliought he might fafely leave it, and 
inarch wellward againfl; Effex. That general, hav¬ 
ing obliged ■ prince Maurice to raife the fiege of 
lAihe, Laving taken Weymouth and Taunton, ad¬ 
vanced iUll in I'.is conquells, and met with no equal 
oppofition. The king followed him, and having 
reinforced his army from all quarters, appeared in 
the field with an army fuperior to the enemy. 
Elfex retreating into Cornwal, informed the parlia¬ 
ment of his danger,' and defired them to fend an 
army, which'might fall on the king’s rear. Gc- 
iieial Middlet^on received a commiflion to execute 
^hat feri^tC?; but came too late. Effex’s army, 
cooped up in a narrow' corner at Leftithicl, deprived 
of all forage and provifions, and feeing no profpedt 
of fuccour, was reduced to the laff extremity. The 
king prefi'ed them on one fide ; prince Maurice on 
another ; fir Richard Granville on a third. Effex, 
Robarts, and fome of the principal officers, efcaped 
in a boat to Plymouth': Balfour with his horfe 
paffed the king’s out-pofts, in a‘ thick mift, and got 
ift Sept, fafely to the garrifons of his own party. The foot 
under Skippon were obliged to furrender their arms, 
artillery, baggage, and ammunition j and being con¬ 
duced to the parliament’s quarters, were difmiffed. 
Jtfltx’s By this advantagf, which was much boaflcd of, the 
iorcTs dif-befidcs the honour of_the enterprife, obtained 
’ what he, flood extremely in need of: The parlia¬ 
ment, having preferved thpmen, loft W'hat they could 
eafily “repair'. *» * 

‘No^ fo'oncr did this intelligence reach London, 
4 jian the committee of the two kingdoms voted 

Kufh. vol. Vi- p. 676. Clarendon, vol. v. p. 497. Sir Ed. 
WalijiT, |>. 31. < Ruili vol.vi. p. 699, 5 cc. Whillockc, p. 95* 

ol-V n. ^Z4> 5-5. Sir Ed\v,\/alkcr, p. 69, 70, &c. 
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TO FjTcx lor hi; l.<.h !ity, mu’,;'/.-, uul 
ji'.'.ct; c:-1l 1 'Tit li’ •‘.'■ca or l:i^ 

t:.:’n . V ,K‘ ; .v'i^r^vd Ia iliu 

UKi.T* - A t V iv’/. .■ !Vi,’ ^A wr.-'. L»o_!;-(iv 

It l*-.;* ‘j:;!. {', tSi I I "ij; t.A jK’Ot »::!C' 

m;t- :i c*' t . • d, \.';t‘i A, ihri^ i\\\' Vvx:r- 

i il cii -ji-*' ..>1 :< ■■■ I’l- iiwvJ pauh'ia;j/1.. in t/j<riiin:i'. 

. 1 *) - i ' ’ I (lit.*! t«\ 1. . 1 ’ • V • 

J ;j or ii;jhi7i." . rh iit )u7YO l'.^' Utili)’! to exfiit in. 

, i ,9 

?_lii' ijJ. .iiMi. \\]i CM ii'.* i! X in \U: Well, 

:';'■ xM.m .i I ' ,ii \-jiy jwmi-** Vx-us (*'.i 

I i 1 .' 

/i.'/v'iti; 'iinn,.3 Mi:v \i1f v\s ] 'U n' ■ ilt!- 

hfMrf'.ncvI (r*)'-n-., t.’ -/ otvicreu >lcr anJ 

Cirv);!)\^>■i ooi '.’i \-,.:'i ''i\h Tf lorro' iro:t> 

rl\ (..’ Fni oi; ;r!ii i‘ iaioy t]\; !r .jrupt'^' to 

rh'.lc f't ., = : i h.:. ;hi.,; 1, ;i? v 'ha'; oi l.ih'X, 

ol;.‘r bar'll. ;.i ili-, iJi'.;';. (..ha’'L ' c’-.'-Il hi.'. poiT ai. ;■ 

i'h.,v/o''rv, \Yh«T<' t!'c pa.vhh-nii.aL'iCP ..vr’h--, r 'lur 
tnr! t f MaiiL-hrlb. ;■, ats.u koi,! bin) vi..i "real xi-aonr: 

•'.ii',' li.:it !'>\v!t'wa,; a ilconu li’uc I’io ;•.•-:ic ol lire 
I'U'ioly ui..';’.K)hLi-^s rjl lire r.n;;ii,'ii. li.lJiLVS, 

cxi-oithip oac aiu tiicr r.; lo-pi ir,lh(.!.r !>r>.;;-.;u iir.uHir, 

.ii;J rp''ri!;rr the cii.h;ra<.k.: : f Lcihiilhcl, n;aJc an i:n- 
i;ctaoi.:< uih.uilt ofi rhe Ti-valith'; ancthax'ni’- raocncicd 
{(vnic of their canuiHi, l.iil in Cornwjl, c .n‘ti noi for¬ 
bear embracing tlieia with of jov. "I'liouj^li the 

kiyg’s trov'-.p.-; defenJ(.\l ihcntiiTive.s with valour, they 
wa!e overpouereti by nimi'vei-,-.; an,' tire ihgtit canio 
Very fcalbnably to tlicir rcliei, ae.i in-'evcnled a total 
overrtirow. Charles,, leaviii;r his !;.■ aiid ('an- 

r.'Mi in Denninglon-raille, near Nev.l'.'.ii ■/, lonliwirh 
retreated to Witllin' lin'd, tntd tirenee* to O:.! ad. 

'J'here ['ri)K'e Hr!|)e'i!. f.nd tlfii^-arli^ Koritisempton 
joinedi him, with cori.'id .rabh.; b-e.i-x e't eisv d:^. 
Strcncohcr.ed by il)'.: leird,' . e'uer.t, !.• v?'[ito"#d«Uo 
advance tirevajils the ent:ov., ro\v erieiifted l“eroTe 

'TV* 

Dcnaingtou-caiUe dv-uuned by izekudi^ 

^nfh vul V, 7T* 
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Lvn.^ not joined the army fince his misfortune in 
Cornwdl. iVi.im-htfier, vvlio coinniandcil, though his 
forces ^^cIc much iiijicriur to thofe ol the king, de¬ 
clined an eiigagc'ineiit, and rejeeleJ Cromwcl’s 'id- 
9 tb Nov. vice who earnclliy prefled him not to negUcl ib Ih- 
votirabje an ();>pojtunity oi linilhing the war. The 
king’s a tnn by l)ringiiig oil ihtir c.u noii frcni Pen¬ 
nington caiile, in the lace ol the <'ne!U\, !ei ined to 
liave imiiciently repaired the hononr whi.Ii tin \ Itad 
k'il at Newl iir\; and C'.liarle.>, ha\iiig the laii.-.iaction 
to exi'Ue, between iManeheflei* and ('.romwe', <'(|nal 
aniniuiiiiis with ilujle whivh f()nnei!\ to.!. j‘ij.et)e- 

tween i'llex and Waller'' dilliibuted Ids aiiuv iiito 

^ 0 

wiiUc quartois. 

d'iio.'i. eontef!? among the p'.i'.b.i" ntary gene¬ 
rals, whieh J;uid diiu:rl\d ll;(ir v i.'penuions, 

wcit renewed in London duiing the inter kaibn; 
and each being ruppiti fed be his on n iaeiioii, their 
mutual reproaches and acculallons agitated the whole 
cit) and parlla'mt'nt. d'here had long, prevailed, in 
that party, a Iccrot dlilindlicn, vdiiel'., though the 
drtad Ljf tlie kittg’s power had hitlierto lupprelled if, 
j^t, in proportion as the h(>pcs of fuccel's beearne 
nearer and njore immediate, brgaci to difeover ir- 
ftrii, uith high conteli and-andmofity. The lof - 
i‘i.Knrvs-'i s, e\lio had, at hrll, taken Ihclter and con- 
t cak'd themlcjves under the wings of the I’v.i-siiY't j - 
aiAX.-., now evidently appeared a diltinO; party, and 
l^e'raycti tery diii'erent views and pretenlions. VVe 
heri? eiulcavout to explain the genius of this 
party, and el iis'i.Mders, who henceforth occupy the' 
i’cene of aeTlon. 

Dijiri!.;r. thofe times, whe'n the entluiriafl.ic fpirit 
met Voith itmii hon.om and encouragement, and was 
the binnediare ujcau.- of diftlnciion and prefenneutj 
it v'S'-; ii;’;i>‘..fliblt: t'... ki bounds to thefe holy fervours, 
or cor'nt; ,, v .Lb. n an \ nat aral limits, whatwasdirected 
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hi.^ I'cll >ws, niul til tirrlv'e at a hijrltcr piich orfalnifhlp 
ujkI peilv-ctiiiu. Ill proportion to its dosrrce of fanaii- 
v:Ilin, each ItcV bocauie dan";orous and dclfru^lv^j; 
and as tiie indtpondonts went a irntf hi<:;ber than the 
(rredovterians, thev could Icis be i^itraincd wuhin any 
ouundr of tcnipcr and ino.icratiou. From ihiS dlf- 
tinction, as Inmi a firii principle, Merc derived, by a 
lU'ceifarv confequence, all the other dili'cicnees ul 
ihefc tMO foils. 

fiTr Indepcndenls rcjcdt^l all ccclcfiaftictil efia- 
blidiiiienrs, and would admit id fpiritutd courts, 
no qovermo.ciit aniony pador.., no intcrpolitlou of 
the maiollralc in religious concerns, .,o fixed en- 

< ourayeinent annexed to any fyltem of iioQrines*ur 

< ijrinions. According to their principles, cacli con¬ 
gregation, united voluntarily and by^fpiritual ties, 
compofed, within itfclf, a feparate church, and exer- 
<.ifed a jnrifdiftion, but one dellituie.of temporal 
fandtions, over its own paftor ar*d its own members. 
The election alone of tin: congregation was fuflicient 
to bellow the facerdotal character; and as all elihntia] 
dilHnction wasdenied bottvecn thclaity and the clergy, 
no ceremony, no irnUtiuion, no vocation, no impo- 
fifnni of hands, was, as in alf other churches, fup- 
polcd requifite to convey a right to holy orders. 
The enthufafin of tire prelbyteriaus led them to rejett 
the authority of prelatas, to throw oil,' the reltrainfof 
liturgies, to retrench ceremonies, to limit the riches 
and authority of *the priellly office: The fanaticifni 
ot the independents, exalted higher pitcn7*abo- 
JilheJ ecclefiallical government, difdained creeds andt. 
iyllems, neglected every ceremony, and Confounsj^ 
all ranks and orders. The foldier^ the tnerChant^ the 
mechanic, indulging the fervours of zeal, and guided 

C 2 by 
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C H A P by the illnpfes of the fi/rii, reil^neJ hi'-iifelf to r,n in- 
ward and iupciiur diredion, :nid conleivated, 
in a manner, h.y ati immediate niteraairfe and-com- 
imujiLation with heaven. 

'I'li:' eatholiet., pretendinj!; to .in im'ailib'o ;;i.iide, 
iinxl jiniilied, u|.vmi that prineij'ie, deir dociriim atid 
praclii\ of perh'cnrion: The i'.n !ly,:. ;'iar-.>, ima-pn- 
Iny i’lieh clear and (ariain tenet'-, a-; tli. them- 
iei'. LSiadopteih e-ni‘ii he i.; \ied oi.tv froi.t a criini- 
jial aiul peninacioiie ohliiii.iev, h.ad inthei to yr.itihn;., 
to the full, their hiyaited in a like- d.OLiri'ie and 
jo-.niie-.: 1 i’c indejj. e.Jeiit,'', fn in the t xtremirv t-i 
ihe' fume wire led .hi'o the niiider prir.iple> ■ 1 
toleration, 't'heir in; ui, k.t alloiit in the vviwie fea o; 
inip'uation, cndi! tori lU ii!e!I \ 1 Iiin no e' italn !i 
niii"; andi ^je iattie vatiatiotts. in v.hicli :n ;:n!iu- 
fiait indidiy.-J hindeik he \\a'> a] !’, ov a n.ito.'Ml tram 
of thinkiiijt^, t ) p.nuit in otlicr.s. (h all chriilian 
I'ccts litis was tin iivil, ■vvhicii, dm in,*; its pM-'ni riiy 
as well as it.-; tidvtiinv, alwavs adopted the prhu'ijde 
of ink ration; and it i.-i reinaritahle that !■> rLaf.n- 
ahu’ a dodrihe owed its oriein, not to auf vn’n hut 
to tile height of cxtravayyin^.v .’.ml fanatiel''m. 

i’ot-i.tm aiul prelaev alone, \vla,'fe‘genie ^ leemed 
to tend towards luperltuion. weu; ticaicd hy the in¬ 
dependents with, rigour. The ok.tlilne.s too of fate 
or denliny, were thrwicd h) tiieia eli'cnti.il to all re¬ 
ligion. In tlmfe rij/td opinions, the wind.’ fcdarics, 
amidit all tlidr otiiee dHLo ''.oi.", iimijuinoully con¬ 
cur cd. 

T'lii'poiltlear fyiTjm of (.iic'iruiwpcndcnts kept pace 
with thdr >eii;>;ioi;s. Ncn ciMU' !:;- wirh c-'Mimiti}'; t • 
\eryi’>rro’.v limits lh< 4 ;)cnve%' of tl'.e rrov.:', a.ud re- 
cLuJoy t];e Idm; to the rank of lir.l im'.gii'lrs.te, which 
"W'i.'ia; ^rr*ied of illc pre'hucriant: litis led, more 
•ari.'V' it 'nji.-e o-jHV.it of iii)e.''‘ty, afj-.ired tii atoial abo- 
iirion ui the jtr.nafehv. ami even of litc urii'.ocracy; 
and pr.'i-v. 4 ;(.l I'n e;f ire ttp'aliiy cl rauh and order 
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1'n‘iiiu-i, Oli'.v.r f-!!. Jol'.n, tlu* ii.iii it',;- 
’i.-ic i t 1 tl;c icinL-rs (■] i’.ic iiuk [v-’.i 

Th'j c.ii i <.f i''ui,x> \vi;h ;i </i'which 

lU IM io iuixlcc ihf iH'n;'. qta-iict s, ;ui- 

i'Lic-i ;() the }-vc'fi)yii‘iia:)S, tinci j^roiiniicu c\i;iv vc;i- 
j'Uitiblc jjlai! Di'at coining 'I'hc tari o!'Ncr- 

(Ituiubcrhnid, ionJ. <h his iiuik ati 1 iliieiit v, rt . artled 
Y. ilh horror a rchenre, whicli, il it tv>o!'. |-*h>cc, \\oi:l.l 
contouTiu himl’di and Us iiiuiily wiih ih ’ iuwtlt in 
rhe kin nionu Thceails ol ^V;lr\vic .mj IJcnlhqli, 
i'.r f-hi'.iip Stapleton, i'.r VeilUimi VT.ll'r, Ikdlis, 
Mallcy, Whiriockc, rilavnr.rd, (iiyn, hati Ltnbracetl 
iltc lame ientlnrento. Jti the parfiaTiiont, a confidcr- 
nidc majority. a much j’Tfater in the nation*, wt're 
airached to i!m {)rt:lb\toii.m partv ; atul \\ ;s only' 
by ciumiiitr -..lid deot.it at aicer\vai\j,s ;)’\“m.i- 

inavy vi.'ioiice, riral the independcius cotild entesraisj. 

any hones oi i'nccLls. 

Tmi: u;\rl (vl Mauehtfler^ proveked ar ilie ♦inpcaxk- 
ment wJiicii i!»e kinp- had led hiip, IraL! 

l-Mi" hj!\v;e'd;'d i]ic war ukii iiL'-Ciii) , laT, 

(>t Iniuvurtt'j ^and lUw *»’■ vv nl 
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public calamities, and the profpcft of a total fub- 
verfion of j^overnincnt, began to moderate his ar^ 
dour, and inclined him to promote peace on any fate 
or honourable terms. He was even fufpefled, iii 
the field, not to have pufhed to the utmofl againft 
the kmg, the advantages obtained by the arms of 
the parliament j and Cromwcl, in the public de¬ 
bates, revived the aecufation, that this nobleman 
had wilfully neglecled at, Denninglon-cafile a fa- 
vouiable opportunity of finifliing the war by a toi.d 
defeat of the loyalills. “ I fliowed him tvidently,’* 
faid Cromwel, how*‘his fuccels migdit be obtain- 
ed ; and cnly defired leave, with my own brigavle 
“ of horfe, to jdrarge the king’s army in their rc- 
treat j leaving li in the earl e ch /icc, II he thought 
“ proper, to remain neuter with the nil: of his 
“ force,i; But, notwithilanding my importunity, 
“ he pofU-ively refufid his (.e:‘,fert ; ami gave no 
“ other reafovi but that, if we met w'lth a defeat, 
“ there was an end of our pre’.enfu'Us: We fliould 
*■* all be rebels aild traitor:', and be executed and 
“ forfeited by law 

Max'C!I£stkr, by way of'rcrtlmlnation, in¬ 
formed the patliament,' ihat, at another lime, 
Cromwel having propofed feme fchenic, to which 
it feemed improbable the parliament would agree, 
he infifled and faitl. My lord, if you zclll Jtick firm 
to boneji men, you fnall find yourfdf at the head of an 
army>, zi'ljich •jhafl give law both to king and parlia- 
ment. This diicourfe,” continued Mancheiler, 
litijidc the greater impr^elTion on me, becaufe I 
kiieV the lieuttnant-general to be a man of very 
deep defigns; and he has even ventured to tell 
*^me,^ifiat it never would be well with England 
till 1 weie Mr, Montague, and there were ne’er 
a,lord or peer in the kingdomSo full was 
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Cromwel of thcfe rcpuMirjm projc'cf ia(, nor- c 
v.'itlill'«inding*his habi!^ of ]■'■■> do tin d dii;;in!! )u. ho 
.could hot lo cari'f’i!!jy guard Iiis oxjnalhiuis, bur 
that fomotimos his !av.'‘uri:o notions would dV.cUn; 

him. 

'I’lijnE vioUmt ciil’lbnrions brought nuitfcrs 1^) o;:* 
treinifv, and jniifi'^l ihe in'.IcjX'iulcnis to the (rxcru- 
tion of thcii dol'i;'n.';, Tlio prof^i'.t g- neiMls, thcv 
tlioughr, wore more dcr:r')!i.s oi' jirtitracling fhan 
fmifhi.-ig the war ; and having onion.’.liiod a idion.c 
t'^t- proiorving dill toino li.dance in liio com'!imtion, 
tliov v,',o; a!raid ol oiitiroiv iubdning the king, anvl 
reducing him lo a oonditiou* v\hi ho ihnuld tio' 
be cniidod K* alk anv conccliion:;. \-ncw model 
alono of the annv o-mld bring co'iirao'e victoiv to 
till' ]).irliatnom :md iVoe tiic muotn iV.>m thoib 
calaiuiiic's under v.luci! it laboured. But how *•_> 
ctfeeV this proj'd w.is ilie liiltietdiy. 'i'hc aulluniiv, 
as Well a.s incrirs, <d’Ihlex was vow g-'cat with the 
parliament. Ntjt only he had forvod tliem all along 
with tlie niofl exait and fernpuhtus honqur ; It ua.-. 

In feme nieal’ure, owing to In's popularity, that they 
had ever been enabled 40 levy an army, or make 
head againd the rftyal caufe. Manchedcr, Warw’ic, 
and the other commanelers, had likewife great credit 
with the public ; nor were theiv any hopes of pre- 
t'ailing over them, but by laying the })lan of an 
oblique and artificial attack, which would conceal 
the real purpofe of their antagonifts. 'J’hc Scots 
and Scbttifh commiffionr-rs, jealous of the progrefi 
of the independents, were a new obltacle ; which, 
wldiout the utmod art and fubtlety, it Vould be 
difficult to furmouht". * 'rhfl.ijicthods by. wiiicli 
this intrigue was conduced are fo lingular, ^luK 
ihnw fo fully the genius of the age, that flxiiH 
give a detail of them, as they are delivercd*by lord 
Clarendon 
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A FAST, on the lafl ’Wedncfclny of every month, >•* 
had been <.'rdercd by the parllaim iit at the begin¬ 
ning of theie commotions ; and iheir preachers, on 
that day, were careiul to heep alive, by their ve- 
heme!;t declamations, the popular prejudices enter¬ 
tained araiidt the kint^, aoaiidt pre’-.irvo and au'ainft 
poj'''f,y. 1 he lung, that he niigiit c('m])at the 
)arli;.i.ieiit with their own wcapniis, ai'jiointec 
ike/ii!c a montii^y lali, wiicn the pi^fspl hioiild 
be in‘’iv.clcd ij) t!ie duties oi d ol btb- 
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'e perplcMitie v.luch t/tey were 
’t On itiat vl.iy, tee jjreachtrs, 

ari(-r niany ptditlc.d prayers, lonk care to treat of 
tlv: r<.ignii.i.fdivir' jc.s in ili!. rjarbauu.n’, and afciibcd 
them entirely n.i tiie iJfdh pari’iied by the 

intnrbcr.:. In the hands oi liK^fe members, they 
faid, at c lodged all the cpnheU r^lrle commands of 
the! aririv, ail the lucrative olliee^ in the civil ad- 
ir.inilli;i!l''ii: Aird vvliiL' the nation is failing every 
day into poverty, and groans under an inlupport- 
sblc h'/ad o^ axes,' thefe nten mnltiply polleflion 
on p! iKiiioi), and will, in a little time, be maRcrs 
of ail the wealth of the* kingdotn. I'hat fuch 
perfons, who bitten on the calamities of their 
counl’-y, wiir ever embrace any cdcciuzl ineafure 
for biii.^hig them to a period,- or enfuring final 
fiuTrligto the war, ^Q-innot' rcafonably be expected. 
.I.i».:;ering expedients alone w'iil be purfued : And 
4 iper:itions in the field concurring, in the fame 
piuniciwns end, wiih deliberations in the cabi- 
iietj civil coinmotions will for ever be perpetuated 
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•«m*the priliii’.i nffcr c ragj^cratlng thcfe t1iroi\lers, 


the* .rvuiinfi.1 lo their prayers * ainl bc- 

l'or.’;ht Uic .I-ovil, !!i:u he v/ould take his own wurk 
lit! h' uW'i ban 1; and ii' ihe inlirumeiits, whom 
hi- ii::d iii. ' .Mo t r.tjdoycd, were rn.^t worthy !.» brlnj^ 

I ' a eoisclui.oi lb gl'.ivious a ii(.-b,yn, that he woukl 
iibb’ie otliei'' more ftu who ii.i^.;ht perfeo !iat 
b 'ei;ri, ;r d. hv ''“ab'ddsioiT true relkiol), put 
j;irt.'dy neii'.,! o rjif ir,i‘'‘ni;^. 

Id* ’ 9 

On the da’, bibi’em;- nl to thel'e (Icvcnit animad- 
veyrioni,, v.!i,i tht. jiajilumait nd. a iic.v I’pint a]>- 
jcNiicu in the I of. inuiiv. Pur lietiiy Vane lt)ld 
the coimnor.lliut i‘ cvi.r (^iul appeared to them, 
if was in tite I'ruitiairecs oi yilerday : "i'har, as he 
wa.-i cicJibiv intb’ined bv immv, wlio had been 
picleiU ill din'd eiit eon<;ref;;alii'iis, the ilime la- 
rtientations ;md dbioii’i'us, wiiich the C/'diy jirciicli- 
ers had m;ule beiore them, had been heard in otlier 
cluirclict.; That lb remarkable a concurv-.nec could 
proceed only fr.mi the immctliate op--#’all'e.i oT the 
Holy Sjilrii: 'riiat he thcrelore intreated tnem, in 
vindieaiioii oj' their own liojmur, in e )n*ri derat ion oK 
their d.uiv to God and their comftrv, to lay aliile ail 
private ends, and renounce cviry oiiice atltnded 
with pniiit or aJvanrao:c: That the ablence of fo 
many members, occupied in diirercnt employments, 
had rendered the houfe cxtre^tely thin, ar.d diiui- 
nilii'id the auihori'LV of their determinations: And 
liiar he could not ioibear, for his own part, ac- 
Ciuine. iiimlelf as one wlio enjo>ed a tyiinhd office, 
•that.;) !i..-a’’nrer ol tin? naw ; and tliou^'h he was 
poi • duii oi it bdore the civil commorious* and owed 
it not to ilic lavour of* the p^irliament, yet V'-'S lie 
ready to rdi^n ir, and to faenfleV, to the wk-l f.jjg of 
his ee.uniry, every confuleration of priv^tt; inttreTi:- 
;in 1 advuniaee. 

( ) 9 

GKO.M -mL next afted his pari*, and commended 
the pre lehers fir havin;^ dealt wi'.ii them jilaiiily anti 
hnpartiuliy, aiid*told tliem td their esi'oi^, of which 
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C X A T’- were fo imwillinjr to be informed. Though 
1 vii. they dwek on many things, he faid, on which he 
had never belorc rcilecled; yet, upon rfevolving 
them, he could not but confels, that, tiil there were 
a perfeft reformation in thefe particulars, nothing 
which they undeitook could poflibly profper. The 
parliament, nf> doubt, continued he, had done 
wifely on the coinnienccmcnt of the war, in en¬ 
gaging fevcral of its members in the molt dangerous 
parts of it, and thereby fatisfying the nation, that 
they intended to lhare all hazards with the meartefl 
of the people. But atlairs arc now changed. During 
the progrefs of miiiiary operations, there have arifen, 
in the parliamentary armies, many excellent officers, 
who arc qualified lor higher commands than they 
are nov/ pofi'cffed of. And though it becomes not 
men engaged in fuch a caufe io put truji in the 
arm of fiejb, yet he could afl'urc them, that their 
troops containetl generals fit to command in any 
entcrprlfe in'Chriftendom. The army indeed, he was 
forry to fay it, did not correfpond, by its difeipline, 
to the merit of the officers ; nor w'cre there any 
hopes, till the prefent vices and diforders, which 
prevail among the foldicrs, were leprefled by a new 
model, that their forces would ever be attended 
wdth fignal fuccefs in any undertaking. 

In oppofition to this rcafoning of the independ¬ 
ents, many of the pufbyterians fliewed the in¬ 
convenience and danger the projected alteration. 
Whiiiocke, in panicular, a man of honour, who 
lovt-d''his country, though in every change of go¬ 
vernment •he always adhered to'the ruling-power, 
fai(.lT*that belides the ingratitude of difearding, and 
fraud and artifice, fo many noble perfons, 
ra^whom t.he parliament had hithei'to owed'its chief 
fiipport tlu y would find it extremely difficult to 
fiipply the place of men, now fornud by experience 
to ctimmand and aiithoiiiy; d’hat the rink alone, 
poficHcd tv fCiph as v/tre members of either houfc, 
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prevented envy, rained the army in obedience, c h a p. 
and gave weight to min.ary orders; That greater 
eo'-.ruienre tnighl Ikleiy be repofed in men of’ family ,^<14. 
anc i.ircuue, than in mere adventureisS, wlm would 
be apt to entertain feparate views from thofe which 
were embrace 1 by (?ie perfons -who employetl thgm; 

That no maxim of policy was more undifpated, 
than the neccllity of preferving aij iiifcparable con¬ 
nexion between tlic civil an-.l military powers, antfof 
regaining the latter in fubordination to tiie. 

hwmer : That the (f reeks and Romans, the wifei'l and 
moll pafllonale lovers of liberty, had ever entrulled 
to their fenators the sommand of armies, and had 
maintained an unconquerable jealoufy of all mcr- 
ccnaiy forces: And that fuch men alone, whole 
intcrells were involved in tliofc of fbe public, and 
who poflefled a vote in the civil deliberation?, 
would fudiriently relpecl the aulhovity of pariia-, 
tnent, and never could be tempted to turn the fword 
againll thofe byVhom it wa.s committed to them 

Notwith.stax'Ojno ihefe reafonings, a com- Seir-timy- 
mittee was chofen to frame wbtit was called the '"k 
felf denying ordinance, h’y which the members of 
both houfes were excluded from all civil and mi¬ 
litary employments, except a few oflices which were 
fpecified. This ordinance was the fubjetl of great 
debcite, and, for a long time, ‘rent the parliament 
and city into factions. But, at lall, by the preva¬ 
lence pf envy with Tome; with others of falfe mo- 
• deity ; with a great many, of the republican and 
independent view^; it palfed the houfe of com¬ 
mons, and was lent to the upper houfe. Tllie peers, 
though the fcheme was, in^KUt, levelled againit 
their order ; though all of them were, at benfOTR, 
extremely avcric to it; though they evCn Ventc.' ea 
once to reject ir *, yet poflefled /o, little ifUthority, 
that they durlt not perfevere in oppoiing the refo- 

f \vLitk)cki*,«’j>. 114, tij;, • Ttufh, vs-l! <>• 
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lution of’ the onin'iioiis ; and they tliouejn it better 
policy, by an unlimited cotiipliance, to .ward oif 
that ndn v.TT.-.h they lave appr.)acliMiy 'Tiic or¬ 
dinance, the rer’or*.. havir;’; b-.d; Ijonfca:, I'.fiex, 

Warwic, hl.mcheiur, Dcni.u;;!?, W.h'vt, ibertt<n), 
mid li'.any (<;her ;, rei'i-aiecl coi-.imands, r.iid re- 

Ceivt'u the tiia-iLs ul parliar.it ,it loi t:]( ,r <; Rr- 
vices. A n;.r oi' ten tliM pmu.d 'var 

wafs Ictile.- on 

Tr was 'vtreed air thearmv to 2e.coc nun ; 

and fir 'J : j-: ii]'poin*cd 

Ir is ' tlijt his ('onnuiflion dio ijot nnu 

Jike that : i’u\. in the nuir.e or the kini^ and 
parlianunt, but in ih:U ot liic parlianietn alone : 
^\nd the article ct ueerninp the hdety of tlie kinp/s 
perfoii was omitted. So much had animoiities tii- 
ercafed between the parties". C'.ritmwel, heinj; a 
• inemlur of flic lower houlc, Ihonld have been dii- 
cardeil willvthe others ; - but this impartiality wonld 
have dir:n’>]5(<Inted ail tlie views of fliofe who had in¬ 
troduced tlie l’eif-dLn)inj:j ordinance. He was faved 
l)Y a fubtiliv, aiid'by that political craft, in which 
lie was fo eminent. At ‘the time when the other 

tt 

otlicers relipncd their commillions, care was t<.k en 
that he fiiould be lent with a body of herfe, to re¬ 
lieve Taunton, belicged by the royalifts. Ilis ab- 
fcnce beino- remarked, orders were diTpatche'd for 
hi.s immediate attendance in parliament ; and the 
new general was ..direcled to employ I’ome other 
cf/iccr in that fervicc. A ready compliance was 
feigned j^and the very day was, named, on which, 
it avCrred, he would take his place in thchoufe. 
But V rfij lax, havkig* appointed a rendezvous oi the 
.u’army, wrote to the parliament, and defired leave to 
fftain, for loine tlays, lieutenant-general Croniwel, 
whofe advice, he laid, would be ufcful in fupply- 


® Rufll, vol v:t p. R.io * Wliillocktv p. n 8 .~ Riiflj. vi)l. vj", 
p 7. * " W'iiitlgoKf, jf. i:;;. , •' " 
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'the place of tbofc olTicers who had reHirned. <■' H A i', 
Shortly after, he be^^ged, with much eamciluers, 
iliat ihcv.would allow (’roiuwcl to ferve that cain- 
palyu And thus the independents, though the 
niinoritv, prevailed by art and cunning over tlic 
pretbylerians, and bellowed the whole military au¬ 
thority, in appearance, upon Fairfax j in rcali^Py, * 
upon (iromwel. 

F'.iki ax v/as a perfon ecpuallv crtiinent for con- Firr's'. 
rage and for humaniry ; and thoup/n (irf)ngly in¬ 
fected with prejudices, or principles derived troin 
icligious anti pu'ty aca!, he leeins never, in the 
rourfe of his public ctjuducl, have been divert¬ 
ed, by private iuiert it or ambuitin, fro-u adhering 
I'ricilyto rhtjfe priiiciplos. Sincere in his pro,hl- 
fions ; di'interefled iii his views ; oj^un in his c-'n- 
dnet ; lie h.u! f-rmed oi;c t;f the moll fhining ciia-. 
racier', of the age; had not the extrer te narrow- 
nels oi' his geiULiS, in every thiiig but in war, a 
Inr embarralied an...: confai'ed el-ocution* on cvci v 
occafion, l>u; when he o-ave orders, diiitiitilhed the 
lu'h.'j of his merit, and rendered tire inn? wiiichiee 
,11 Led, even when veiled with the fi*:?rcme command, 
but fcCoridary and fxibordinate. 

C.iOMW'r!,, by whofe fagaeitv anil infinuatinn Croniwc* 
I'airfax was entirely governed, i.; one ot tiie molt 
rnrinent and moil rmgular pcrignap.c:; that occurs 
in hiltory : The ftrokes of Ids clKracuer are as 

w 

open and ilrongly marked, as the febeures of his con¬ 
duct weiar, during the time, dark and imjienetrable. ^ 

• Idis exteiiiive capacity ebabled him to form-the 
molt enlarged projects : His enterpriting g£»iius was 
not dilmayed with the boldelt apd moll dahgerco':. 

Carried by his natural temper tft •magnanimily^ Ja 
grandeur, and to an imperious and doi^itverlmT 
policy ; he yet knew, when iicceHary, to ^•'ploy 
the molt profound dilfiinulation, tke molt oblique- 


ClauMdou. vol. % p. 639,6^0, ^ WLitlculit, 
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CHAP, and refined arrifice, the femblance of the greatc(| 
moJeraU’on and fiinplicity. A friend to juilice, 
1645. though his public condu6T; was one continued vio¬ 
lation of it; devoted to religion, though he per¬ 
petually employed it as the inllrument of his am¬ 
bition ; he was engaged in crimes from the profpeft 
’of*fovereign power, a temptation which is, in ge¬ 
neral, irrefdlible to human nature. And by ufing 
well that authorcty which he had attained by fraud 
and violence, he has lefiened, if not overpowered, 
our detedation of his enormities, by our admiration 
of his fuecelV. and of his genius. 

Treaty of DuKiKG this important tranfaftion of the felf- 
i/xbridge. denying ordinance, the negfitiations for peace were 
likewile carried on, though with fmall hopes of 
fuccefs. Th^ king having fent tw'o nieflages, one 
.from Evelham*, another iVoin iTaviflokc defir¬ 
ing a treaty, the parliament dlfpatched coinmifiion- 
ers to Oxford, with propofals as liigh as if they 
had obtained a complete victory The advant.^ges 
gained during the campaign, and the great dillrelfes 
of the royalills, had much elevated their hopes; 
and they were refolved to repofe no trufl in men in¬ 
flamed with the highed a'nimofity againd them, and 
who, were they poirefied of power, were fully au- 
thorifed by law to punilh all their opponents as re¬ 
bels and traitors. 

The king, when he confidered the propofals and 
the difpofition of the parliament, could not expect 
any accommodation, and had no profpeft but of 
' war.), or of total fubmiffion and fuhjeftion: Y et, iu 
order fatisfy his own party, who were impatient 
for peace, he agreed to fend the duke of Richmond 
and ekrl of Southampton, with an anfwer to the 
• propofals of the parliament, and at the fame time 
to defire a treaty upon their mutual demands 
..and pretenfion^*. It now became neceflary for 

* ^th of’July 1644. y 8tli of Sept. 1644* ^ * Diigdalc, 

p. 737* £lufli/vol. vi# P. ?50* * Wiiiili>cke> p. ijo* 
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Kkn to retraO: his former declaration, that the two chap. 
houfes at Weftminfter were not a free parliilmcnt; . -'_|i 

and accordingly he was fnduced, though with great 
rcluttance, to give them, in his anfwer, the appel¬ 
lation of the parliament of England K But it ap¬ 
peared afterwards, by a letter which he wrote to the 
queen, and of w'hich a copy was taken at Nafcljl^, 
that he fecretly entered an explanat(»ry protefl; in 
his council book ■ and he pretended ffiat, though hf 
had called them the parliament, he had not there¬ 
by acknowledge (I them for facb ^ 'I'his fubllety, 
ik'hich has been Irequently objected to Charles, is 
the moft. noted of thofe very fcvv inflances, from 
which the enemies of this prince have endeavoured 
to load him with the imputation of iufinccrity ; and 
have inferred, that the parliament could repofe no 
confidence in his profefiions and declarations, not 
even itt his laws and llatutes. There is, however, 
it mult be confefled, a difference univerfally avowed 
between fimply givjng to men the appellatfcn which 
they alliune, and the formal acknowledgment of 
their title to it; nor is any thing more common 
and familiar in all public triyifa£tions. 

The time and phwe of treaty being fettled, fix- 
teen commilTioncrs from the .king met a‘t E^xbridge, 
with twelve authorifed by the parliament, attended 
by the Scottifli commiflioners. It was agreed, that 
the Saottilh and parliamentary commiflioners fliould 
give in their demands, with regard to three im- 


p. III. Diigtla'c, p. 748. ' His words a* : 

‘ As for my Luliiiig thofe at^J.oiidon a parliament, I lhall refer thee 
' tol/ighy for particular fatisfarflion ; this in general: If tnere had 
‘ been but two befides myfelT nf my opinicjji, 1 had not dope it . 
and the argument that prcv.uled with me was, that the caUia<.v 
did no ways acknowledge them to be a parliament; ujign ^hich 
condition and conrtrudtion I did it, and no otherwife, and ac- 
cordingly it is regiltercd in the council books^with the colhrcil’s 
‘ unanimous .ipprobation, ’ “1 he Kind's cabinet opened. Rulh. vok 
■* P-9+3. 
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t H A p. ponant articles, rcli'^ion, the nnlilta^ and Ireland ; anA 
that thel'e fliou'.cl be luceeflively tiifcunid in confe- 
i(S45. rence with the king’s commiilionors It* was loon 
found impra^licable to com., to any agreement M-ith 
regard to any of ihcTc articles. 

I ,In the famrner 1643, while the ncgntiations were 
cafiied on with Scotland, the parliament had fuin- 
inoned an afleptbly at Weflminller, coiililting of 
I'ii divines and 30 laymen, celebrated in their 
party for piety and learrdiig. By their advice, al- 
lerati(ji:S were inad.a in the thirty-nine articles, or 
in llie metanhvfic.d u;.'ci::.ne.": ( I the chu'ch ; aiid, 
what wa.s of greatir inmovtaitee, the liturgy was 
entirely ‘abolifii.eiU and. in it., ik.ad, a new dirtv'- 
fory forworlhin w.i en.;hii'heJ ; by vrliiih, fuitably 
to the fpiiit *of the j)uriians, the uimofl liberty, 
both in praving atid preaching, was indulged to the 
public teachers. By the foleinn league and co¬ 
venant, eoifcopacy was abjured, as deitructive of 
all true piety, and a national engagement, attended 
with every circuinflance that could render a pro- 
mife facred and obligatorv, was enrered into with 
the Scots, never to lidTer its rc-admiirion. Al! 
thefe meafures Ihev.ed iitflc fpirii of accommoda¬ 
tion in the parliament; -a.id the king’s connunlioners 
were not furprifed to find the eflablilhment of pref- 
bytery and the dlrcclory politively demanded, toge¬ 
ther w'ith the fubfcriptlon of the covenant, both by 
the king and kingdom 

' Had 


WhUlockc, p. Tai- I^Ligdalc* p 7{S. Such love of contra- 
dlftum prevailed in Ih^’^pniliamcnt, that they had coiiverlcdChiift- 
pys, which, vvith the Jlinr'^hinen, v/as a icitival, into a foU’nin 
iaftaiul humiliationin order,’' ad they faid, that it might call 
“ to rcmembihince our iii-.i and thcfirifi ol our i'ovclathcrsjwho, pre- 
“ teifliing to celebrate tiic memory of Chrift, have liiined this lead 
“ into an extreme*ibrgttfulnefs of him, by giving li!>crtyto carnal 
ami fcnfual dehghls.’ Uudi. voLvi. p. itty. It is rcninrkablc that* 
parliament abolilh^’d ait h(i>yday<, and feverely prohibited all 
amufement on'thc^i'abbaLh; and cvti>s‘ burned, by the hands oi the 

* * * hangman, 
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Had Charles been of a difpofition to negfeft all c H A P. 
theological controverfy, he yet had been otfliged, in 
good poUcy, to adhere to epifcopal jurifdidion, not 
only becaufe it was favourable to monarchy, but 
bccaufe all his adherents were palTionately devoted 
to it; and to abandon them, in what they regarded 
as fo important an article, was for ever to relinqeifli 
their friendfhip and affiftance. But Charles had never 
attained fuch enlarged principles. *He deemed bi- 
Ihops eflential to the very being of a chriftian church ; 

he thought himfelf bo'und, by more facred ties 
than tliofe of policy, or even of honour, to the fup- 
port of that order. His conceffions, therefore, on 
this head, he judged fulficient, when he agreed that 
an indulgence Ihould be given to tender confciences 
with regard to ceremonies j that the»bilhops Ihould 


Iwnjrman, the king’* book of fports; the nation found that there was 
no time left for re'axation or diverfion Upon application therefore^ 
oi'thc fervants and apprentices the parliament appoii^edthe lecond 
Tuefday of every monjh lor play and recreation. Rujbm vol. vii. p. 4.60. 
WhHhckc^ p. 247- Butthefeinftitutions they tound great difficulty to 
execute; and the people were rcfolvecl to be merry whtn they them* 
frives plcafcd, not when the parliament flionj^l preferibe it to them. 
The keeping of Chriftma* holy-day? was long a great* mark of ma¬ 
lignancy, and very fevercly cenfured by the commons, tt^bitheke^ 
2R6. Even minced pye^*, which cuftom had rnaje a Chriftmasdilh 
among the churchmen, was regarded* during that feaibn, as a (n'ofane 
an<l fuperitittous viand by the fedaries; though at other tim«:s it agreed 
▼ery well with their Itomachs. In the parliamentary ordinance too, 
for the obfervance of the fabbath, they mfei<ed a claufe for the taking 
down of may-poles, which they called a heatheniih vanity. Since 
wc arc ilpon this fubjeft, it may not be amifs to mention, that, belide 
fetting apart Sunday forthc ordinances, as they called them,thegodly 
had regular meetings on the Thurfdajs for rcfolving cafes of coii-^ 
fciencc, and conferring about tUeir progrefs in grace. What^they 
wVre chiefly^ anxious about, was the fixing the prccife moment of 
their converlion or new bii'th; and whoever could not afcootain fo dif¬ 
ficult apoint of calculation, could not pretend to any title t'ofaintftiip. 

'i he profane fcholars atOx^d, after the parliament bccamfrwmafters 
ot^ that town, gave to the houfe in which tae zealots aircmbkd.t.bc-* 
denomination oi Scruple Shofx The zealots, in their turn, infixed \ 
the fcholars and profefTors; and, intruding into the of rec- 
tttres, declaimed againfl human learning, and challenged Stic molt 
knowing ot them to prove that their calling was fiom Chrift. Sec ■ 
VV ood'j Fafti Oxoniculi;, p, 740. 
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c’ IIA P. cxercfle no aft of jurifdiftion or ordination, wh!i-# 
■ out the'confent and counfel of fuch prefbyters as 
164J. fliould be chofen by the clergy of each diocefe; that 
they Ihould rcfide conftantly in their diocefe, and 
be bound to preach every Sundu'y; that pluralities 
be abolilheci; that abides in ecclcfiaftical courts be 
rciirelled ; and that a hundred ihoidaiid pounds be 
levied on the bilhops’ eflates and the chapter lands, 
Jevr payment of debts contracted by tlic parliament*. 
Thefe conceflions, though confidi raMe gave no fa- 
ti^aftiou to the parliamentary connniflioners; and, 
without abating any thing of their rigour on this 
head, they proceeded to their demands with regard 
to the militia. 

'I'liF. king’s partifans had all rdong maintained, 
that the fears-and jealoidies of liie parliament, alter 
•the fecurities fo early and cnfily glvin to public 
libel ty, were either feigned or groundld's; and that 
no human inltitution could be better polfed and 
adjuded, tlian was now tlie government of England. 
By the abolition of the flar-chamber and court of 
Idgh commiffion, the prerogative, they faid, has loll 
all that coercive* power by which it had formerly 
fupprelfed or endangered liberty.: By the cltablifli» 
ment of triennial parliaments, it can have no leifure 
to acquire new powers, or guard itfelf, during any 
time, from the infpeftion of that vigilant alfembly: 
By the llender revenue of the crown, no king can 
ever attain fuch influence as to procure a repeal of 
, ihcfe falutary ftatules: And while the prince coni- 
niaiids no military force,' he will in vain, by vio¬ 
lence, attempt an infringement of laws, fo clearly 
defined by means of late difputes, and fo paflionately 
i-*difriihed by all hiS fubjefts. In this fituation, furely, 
tl^ naijon, governed by fo virtuous a monarch, 
may.J'cr the prefent, remain in tranquillity, and try 


1 Dugclalf. p. 779* 7S0, 
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jvhcther it be not poflible, by peaceful arts, to elude chap. 
that danger with which, it is pretended, its Bberties 
are flill threatened. ^ ^ 

•Bu r though the royalifts infilled on thefe plaufible 
topics before the commencement of war, rhey were 
obliged to own, that the progrefs of civil commo- 
lions had fomewliat abated the force and evident 
of this rcafoning. If the powder of the militia, faid 
the oppolite party, be entrulted fo the hiug, ^ 
would not now' be difficult for him to abufe that 
authority. By the rage of intefline difeord, his 
nartflans are inflamed into an extreme hatred againit 
their antagonills; and have coytratled, no doubt, 
j'ome prejudices againft popular privileges, which, 
lit their apprehenfion, have been the fourcc of fo 
much diforder. W ere the arms of the ft^c, therefore, 
put entirely into fuch hands, what public fecurity, it 
may be demanded, can be given to liberty, or what 
[irivate fecurity to thofe who, in oppolition to th-e 
letter of the law, have fo generoufly ventured their 
lives in its defene'e ? In compliance with this ap¬ 
prehenfion, Charles offered, that the arms of the ftate 
fhould be entrufted, during three ^ears, to twenty 
commiliioners, who^ fhould be named, either by 
cornmon agreement bctw’een him and thd parliament, 
or ^he half by him, the other by the parliament. 

And after the expiration of that jerm, he infilled 
that his conftitutioiial authority over the militia 
fhould a'gain return to him' 

The parliamentary comraiffionsrs at fir ft de- 
.mended, that the power X)f the fword fhould for 
ever be entrufted to fuch perfons as the parlijiment 
alone fhould appoint : But, afterwards, they re¬ 
laxed lo far as to require that authority only* fqi 
feven years; after which it was not to return^tq thf 
king, but to be fettled by bill, or by common ag^ree- 
ment between him and his parliaanent'. The 


* DugJale, p^ 798* Ibid. p. 791 
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king’s commiflioners afked, "Whether jealoufies ali/;^ 
fears \iere all on one ride> and whether the prince, 
from fuch violent attempts and pretenfions as he 
had experienced, had not, at lead;, as great reafon 
to entertain apprehenfions for his authority, as they 
for their liberty ? Whether there were any equity 
iij fecuring only one party, and leaving the other, 
during the fpace of feven years, entirely at the 
mercy of theii enemies ? Whether, if unlimited 
power were cntrufted to the parliament during fo 
long a period, it would not be eafy for them to 
frame the fubfequent bill in the manner mod agree¬ 
able to theinfelves,, and keep for ever pofledion of 
the fword, as well as of every article of civil power 
and juiifdiflion “ ? 

The truth is, after the commencement of war, 
it was very difHcult, if not impoflible, to find fe- 
Gurity for both parties, efpeciaily for that of the 
parliament. Amidd fuch violent animofities, pow’er 
alone could enfure fafety; and the power of one 
fide was neced'arily attended with danger to the other. 
Few or' no indances occur in hidory of an equal, 
peaceful, and durable accommodation, that has been 
concluded between twd factions which had been en- 
fiamed into civil war. 

With regard to Ireland, there were no greater 
hopes of agreenjent between the parties. The par¬ 
liament demanded, that the truce with the rebels 
Ihould be declared null; that the management of 
the war fliould be given over entirely to the parlia¬ 
ment, and that, after tiie conqued of Ireland, .the 
nomination of the lord lieutenant and of the j udges, 
or, iri other words, the fovereignty of that kingdom, 
focJuld likewife remain in their hands K 

What rendered an accommodation more defpe- 
rate was, that the demands on thefe three heads, 
however cxo.’‘bitant, were acknowledged, by the 
parliamentary commiflioners, to be nothing but 

' • Oiigdale, p, Sr?, > MiJ. p. 8 .j6 , 837. 
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"preliminaries. After all thefe were granted, ^t would CHAP, 
be neceflary to proceed to the difcullion of thofe j 

other deihands, ftill more exorbitant, which a little i6^ 
before had been tranfmitted to the king at Oxford. 

Such ignominious terms were there infilled on, that 
worfe could fcarcely be demanded, were Chaijes, 
totally vanquilhed, a prifoner, and in chains, 
king was required to attaint and except from a ge¬ 
neral pardon, forty of the moft confiderable of ws 
Eiiglifli fubjccts, and nineteen of his Scottilh, to¬ 
gether w'iih all popifli recufants in both kingdoms 
who had borne arms for him. It was infilled, that 
fjrty.eight more, with all the* members who had 
fitten in either houfe at Oxford, all lawyers and di¬ 
vines who had embraced the king’s party, Ihould 
be rendered incapable of any office, be’forbidden the 
exercife of their profeflion, be prohibited from * 
coming within the verge of the court, and forfeit 
ilie third of their eftates to the parliament. It wai 
required, that whoever had borne arms for the king, 

Ihould forfeit the tenth of their eftates, or if that 
did not fuffice, the fixth, for the payment of public 
debts. As if royal authority were not fufficiently 
annihilated by fuchr terms, it was degianded, that 
the court of wards Ihould be abolilhed ; that all the 
confiderable officers of the crown, and all the judges, 
lhould.be appointed by parliament j and that the 
right of peace and war Ihould not be exerclfed with¬ 
out the confent of that alTembly The prelbyte- 
^ rians, it muft be confefledp after iftfifting on fuch 
co*nditions, differed only in words from the inde¬ 
pendents, who required the eftablilhment of*a pure 
republic. When the • debates ha(| been carried on 
to no purpofc during twenty days among the com-' 
miffioners, they feparated, and returned; thofe of the 
king, to Oxford, thofe of the parliament, to London, 

» vol. vi. p. 850, Dugdale, p* 737* 
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CHAP. A LiT'i'LK before the commencement of this fruit* 
Icfs treafy, a deed was executed by •tlx* parliament* 
1643. which proved their determined refolution'to yield 
nothin|T, bur to proceed in ihe fame violent and im¬ 
perious manntr with which tiicy had at hrfl entered 
Excctiiion on rhel'e dan<:^erous enierpriics. An-ltbilhop l.aud, 
y; Laiul. j]flg.moil i'avourite miiiii'tcr of the kincf, was brought 
to the Icafl'old; and In this initance the jniLlic might 
for, tliai popular ademblies, as, by their very mnn- 
ber, they arc in a great meaiure, c'.icmpt from tlie 
reilraint oi fhame, fo, when they aifo t/verleapjhe 
boutids oi law, naiiirally break out into ac's ot the 
greatell: tyranny and«injuitice. 

b'KOM.ihc time i^.al Laud‘had been committed, 
the houfe of cosnmens, engaged in t merprilos or 
greater moment, had found no Kiiiirc to finilb his 
impeachment; ari.l he had paiiendv endured fo long 
ail in:pvifojiinent withoni being Lrrmjj^lit to any trial. 
Afeev the union with Sre-tlaud, the bigotttd pre¬ 
judices of that n; ion rrvi>,;d ,thc like fpirit in 
j'ingland ; and tlu feelaries lefoived to gratify their 
vengeance in. the jnniiihincnt of tliis pielatCi ^^ho 
liad fo long, by fn'.s authority, and by tlie execution 
of penal law.'!, kept their zcaiotis fpirit under con- 
lincmeiit. fic was accufed of high treaion in cn- 
(itavouring to fubvert the fiinJamental laws, and ot 
other high crimet and mirdi.mcanors. 'The fany.?- 
illegality ol an acciimnlative crime and a conftrudtive 
evidence, which appeared In the c?d’c of Stratford ; 
the fame violence and inkpiiiy in cendu/ding the 
trial; are coii.'picuous throughout th.e whole court'.: 
uf thi.># pri'fecution. The groundkfs tharge f-t 
poptry, tiiough bglied by hks w'hole life and ctm- 
-ciucl, w?.s continually urged againll the priitmer ; 
and ciV(i*-y enor rendered iinpardonabL- by thi; im- 
P’.u'fiiiou, w'hich was fiippoied to imply the height of 
e.li ; Jioriniti'. -;. This man, itw lords,” laid icTieant 

IViiue, coimlu'ding his long fpecch agaiuli him, 
‘ . ‘ t “is 
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“ is like Naaman the Syiian; a j^rcat man, but a C II A.P. 
“ leper".” • 


Wl iliall nnt enter into a tletail of this matfer, 
which, at prerent, leerns fo ailiuir ni litilecoutr^ivciiy. 

It fuilices to fay, tint, aitcr a leair^ trial, and tiie ex¬ 
amination of above a hundred and iiity wirneircs, the 

commons found fo lirtlc hkclihofnl r)i obtaining tf 

‘ ? 

ludlcial rentenec aa,ainil Laud, that tiiev were o-diged 
to have ivcourfc to their lei.>;ijialive !lul hci ity, and,iv) 
pal's an ordinaticc lor trikiinj awav tisc lil'e of thi^ '”-cd 
})!elate. Notwithflandinp* tlic itnv eamdiriovi into 
vhich the houfe of peers was fallen, titere apj)eared 
/otne intention of lejeclint,' thij ordinance j atid tltc 
popular leaders were* again (ddiged to apply to i!ic 
multitude, and to extiiiguifli, by threats ot new lu- 
. nilts, the linall remains of liberty by [lie 

uitpei-houfe. beven peers alojie \oted in this im.» 
porrant queliion. 'I he red, etther I'nnn liiame or 
tear, took care to abl'ent thcinie!vos". 

L.\i! r, who had behaved during his tritjl wltli i'piiii 
and vigour of genius, funk not under the hon ors 0= 
his execution j but though he had ufuaHy pvofelled 
himfelf apprehenfive of a violent tfeath, he found all 
his fears to be diirip,atcd before thatfuperior courage 
by which he was animated. “ No hue,” faid he, 
can be more willing to fend me out of life, than 1 
am defirous to go.” Even ujtpn the fcaflbUl, and 
Juriirg the intervals of his prayers, he was harafl'ed 
and moleflcd by fir John Clotworthy, a zealot of tfie 
reigning feft, and a great leader iiv the lower houfe; ^ 
This was the time he chpjfe fur examining the pfin- 
ciplcs of the dying primate, and trcpaimingiiim into 
a confcffion, that he .trufled fin his falvatioh lo the 
merits of good works, not to tfii death of tlic Re-. 
decnier L Having extricated himfelf frqn^ thefc* 
tlieological toils, the archbilhop laid his head gn the 
block j and it was fevered from tJie body at one • 
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C H^AP. blow*!, Thofe religious opinions, for which he fiif-* 
^ ■ fered, coVitributed, no doubt, to the courage and cou- 

J64J. ftancy of his erul. binccrc he undoubtedly'vvas, and 
however mifguided, actuated by pious motives in all 
his purfuits ; and it is to be regretted, that a n;an of 
fuch fpirit, who conduded his enterprises w'ith lb 
xnfiK'h warmth and induftry, had not entertained more 
enlarged views, and embraced principles more favou¬ 
rable to the general happinefs of fociety. 

The great and important advantage which the 
party gained by Straftbvd’s death may, in I'ome de¬ 
gree, palliate the iniquity of the lentence pronounced 
againll him : But the execution of this old infirm 
prelate, who had fo long remained an inoftenfivc pii- 
Ibner. can be aferibed to nothing but vengeance and 
• bigotry in thofe fevere religionilts, by whom the par- 
illament was entirely governed. T hat he deferved a 
better fate was not c|ue(Hoaed by any reafonable man: 
The degree of his merit, in other refpeds, was dif- 
puted. Scfme accufed him of recoprmending flavifir 
doftrines, of promoting perfecution, and of encou- 
raging fuperdition j w'hile others thought that his 
condudtj in tliefe three particulars, would admit of 
apology and extenuation. 

That the letter of the law, as much as the mofl: 
flaming court-iermon, inculcates paflive obedience, is 
apparent: And tliougl ihe fpirit of a limited goyern- 
ment feems to require, in exiraordinary cafes^ fomc 
mitigation of fo rigorous a dodrine; it muff be con- 
fefied, that the preceding genius of the Englilh con- 
ftituition had rendered a rhilfake in this particular 
very naiaral and excufable. To indict death, at 
Icaft on thofe who depart from the exad line of truth 
in thefe nice queftidns, fo far from being favourable 
*to natipipl liberty, favours llrongly of the fpirit of 
. tyranny and profeription. 

Q lath of July 1544. 
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Toleration had hitherto been fo little the prln- c 
ciple of any Chriftian fed, that even the catholics, 
the remnant of the religion profelTed' by their fore¬ 
fathers, could not obtain from the Englifh the leaft 
indulgence. This very houfe of commons, in their 
famous remonltrance, took care to juftify themfelves^ 
as from the highelt imputation, from any inten^^6n 
to relax the golden reins of difeipline, as they called 
them, or to grant any toleration': And the enemies 
of the church were lb fair from the beginning, as 
noi to lay claim to liberty of confcience, which they 
called a toleration for foul-murder. They openly 
challe?iged the fuperiority, and even menaced the 
tHablilhcd church wifh that perfecution which they 
afterwards exercifed againft her with fuch feverity. 
And if the queflion be confidered in the*view of policy j 
though a fed, already formed and advanced, may,* 
with good reafon, demand a toleration; what title had 
the puritans to this indulgence, who were jult on the 
})oint of feparatio.n from the church, an!l whom, it 
might be hoped, fome wholefome and leggl leverities 
would Hill retain in obedience'’ ? 

W HATEVER ridicule, toja philofophiral mind, may 
be thrown on pious<:eremonies, it mull be confefled, 
that, during a very religious age, no inftitutions can 
be more advantageous to the rude multitude, and tend 
more to mollify that lierce and gloomy fpirit of de¬ 
votion, to which they are fubjed. Even the Englifh 
church, though it had retained a Ihare of popilh 
ceremonies, may jullly be thought too naked and. 
unadorned, and Hill to approach too near the abllftid 
and Ipiritual religion of the puritans. Lauc^and his 
affociates, by reviving a few priiyitive inftitutions of 
tills nature, correded the error of*thefirft reformers, 
and prefented to the alFrightened andaftonilh^l mind, * 
foine I'enfible, exterior obfervances, which might oc¬ 
cupy it during its religious exercifes*, and abate thg 
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CHAP, violence of its difappointed efforts. The thought, 
, no longer bent on that divine and .myfferious ef- 
fence, fo fiiperior to the narrow capacities of man¬ 
kind, was able, by means of the new model of 
devotion, to relax itfelf in the contemplation oi 
pictures, poltures, veftments, buildings; and all the 
fiirtiarts, which minider to religion, thereby receiv¬ 
ed additional encouragement. The primate, it is 
trije, conduded this fcheme, not with the enlarged 
fentiments and cool ruOedion of a legiflator, but 
with the intemperate zeaf of a fectary ; and by over¬ 
looking the circumdanccs of the times, ferved rather 
to inflame that religictus lury which he meant to re- 
prefs. But this blcmilh is mote to be regarded as a 
general imputation on the whole age, than any par- 
ticuLii ui.'i' g ftf Iraud’s; and it is lulficient lor his 
vindication to obferve, that his errors were tlic molt 
excufable of all thole which prevailed during that 
zealous period. 
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'^Ionircfc*s n^iHor'ics - The new model of the army 

- Bank of Nifchy - Surrender of Brijlol 

- The JVe/r conquered by Fairfax - Defeat of 

Montrofc - Erckftajiical afiurs - King goes 

'to the Bco's at ITewark - End of the war - 

King delivered up by the Scots. 

W HILE the king’s uiTairs declined in Eng. c n A t* 
land, Ibnie events happened in Scotland, 
which feemed to proniile him a more prolpcronsp ,645. 
ifTue of the quarrel. 

BEfoRii the commencement cd' ihefe civil difor- Men¬ 
ders, the earl of ivTontrofe, a young nohleraan of a tiofcs vic- 
diftinguiflted family, returning from his travels, had 
been introduced to the king, and had made an offer 
of his fervices ; but by the infmuations of the mar- 
quefs, altervvards duke of Ilamiiton, who poffeffed 
much of Charles’s confidence, he'had not been 
received with that dillindion to which he thought 
himfclf juftly enritled'. Dlfguficd with this treat- 
mentj he had forwarded all the violence of the cove¬ 
nanters ; and, agreeably to the natural ardour of his 
genius,* he had employed himfcll, during the firlt 
•Scottifli infurreclion, wifh great zeal, as well as-d'uc- 
cefs, in levying and coiidutling their armies* Being 
commiflioned by the Tables to, wait upon the king, 
while the royal army lay atBerwIc, be was fo‘gained 
by the civilities and oarefies of that monardi, .that he 
thenreibrth devoted himi'ell entirely, thoiigii fi^cretly, 
to hisfervicc, and entered into a clufc correfoondence 
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with him.^ In the fccond infurreftion, a great military 
command was entrufted to him by the covenanters; 
and he was the firlt that palfed the Tweed', at the 
head of their troops, in the invafion of England. He 
found means, however, foon after to convey a letter 
to the king; And by the infidelity of fome about that 
pnllte; Hamilton, as was fufpefted; a copy of this 
letter was fent to^ Leven, the Scottiih general. Be¬ 
ing* accufed of treachery, and a correfpondence with 
the enemy; Montrofe openly avowed the letter, and 
afked the generals, if they dared to call their fove- 
reign an enemy: And by this bold and magnanimous 
behaviour, he cfcaped' the danger of an immediate 
profecution. As he was now fully known to be of 
the royal party, he no longer concealed his princi¬ 
ples ; and he eftdeavoured to draw thofe who had 
Aitertained like fentiments, into a bond of alTodation 
for his mafter’s fervice. Though thrown into prifon 
for this enterprife", and detained fome time, he was 
not difeouraged; but ftill continued, by his counte¬ 
nance and protection, to infufe fpirit into the diltrefled 
royalifts. Among other perfons of diftinftion, who 
united themfelves to him,, was lord Napier of Mer- 
chifton, fon of the famous inventot of the logarithms, 
the perfon to whom the title of grhat man is more 
juftly due, than to any other whom his country ever 
produced. * 

There was in Scotland another party, who, pro- 
fefling equal attachment to the king’s fervice, pre¬ 
tended only to differ with Montrole about the means 
of attaining the fame end; and of tliat party, duke 
Hamilton was the leader. This nobleman had caufe 
to be extremely devoted to the king, not only by 
reafon of the connexion of blood, which united him 
• • 

“ It not improper to take notice of a mifVake committed hy 
C.IaienJon, niurli to the clifadvaiit,ige ot this^allant noblc;i’an; that 

o/Tc'ift/ </;c fv/jtn hh mnHiy w^s in Scothnd, tosUlknimtC 

Argyle. All the time the kin^ was in ScotUau, *Montroi!c was ct n* 
hiud to^prilbn* .Kuio. vvl. yi. < 
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to the toynl family; but on account of the great chap. 
confidence and favour with which he had ♦ever been 
lionoiired by’ his mafter. Being accufed by lord 164.J. 
•Rae, not without fome appearance of probability, 
of a confpiracy againft the king ; Charles was fo far 
from harbouring fufpicion againll him, that, the 
very firfl: time Hamilton fame to court, he.,pe- 
ccived him into his bed-chamber, and pafled alone 
the night with him But fucb was the duke*s 
unhappy fate or conduft, that he efcaped not*the 
imputation of treachery to his friend and fovereign ; 
ahd though he at laft faciificed his life in the king^s 
fcrvice, his integrity and fincerity have not been 
thought by hiftorians entire^.y free from blemilh. 

Perhaps (and this is the more probable opinion) 
the fubtilties and refinements of his^conduft and his 
temporizing maxims, though accompanied wath goojJ 
intentions, have been the chief caufe of a fufpicion, 
which has never yet been either fully proved or re¬ 
futed. As much as the bold and v'yvid fpirit of 
Montrofe prompted him to enterprizing meafures, 
as much was the cautious temper of Hamilton in- 
c'ined to fuch as were moderate and dilatory. 

While the former foretold that the Scottilh cove¬ 
nanters were fecretly forming an union with the 
Engliflt parliament, and inculcated the neceflity of 
preventing them by fome vigorous undertaking j 
the latter ftill infilled, that every fuch attempt would 
precipitate them into meafures, to which, other- 
wife, they were not, perhaps, ii\clined. After the 
Scottilh convention vaas fummoned without^ thfe 
king’s authority, the former exclaimed, that their 
intentions were now vifible, and that, if fome unex- 
peeled blow were not ftruck, tb.dillipate them, they 
would arm the whole nation againll the king j thf 
latter maintained the poflibility of outvoting*the dif- 
alFe£led party, and fecuring, by peficeful me^s, the 
allegiance of the kingdom*. Unhappily for the 

^ Nalfon, T0I. ii. ^ Clarendon, vcJ. iii. p. 

Rufli, voh vi. p. Wiihart, cap. ». • 
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royal caufc, Hamiltoa’s reprcfentations met with 
more credit from the king and queen, than thofe of 
Montrofe; and the covenanters were allowed, with¬ 
out interruption, to proceed in all their hoftile mea- 
fures. Montrofe then haitened to Oxford ; where 
his invedives againfl Hamilton’s treachery, con- 
cvi’.iing with the genera] prepoU'eflion, and fupported 
by tlic unfortunate event of his counfels, were enter¬ 
tained with univtfrfal approbation. Influenced by 
the'clamour of his party, more than his own fufpi- 
clons, Charles, as fotm as Hamilton appeared, fent 
him prifoner to Pendennis caflle in Cornwal. His 
brother, l.ancric, who was alfo put under confine¬ 
ment, Ibund means to make his cfcapc, and to fly 
into Scotland. 

The king’s ears were now opened to Montrofe’s 
qounfels, who propofed none but the boidefl and 
inofl: daring, agreeably to the defperate flare of the 
royal caufe in Scotland. Though the whole nation 
was fubjedi^d by the covenanters, though great ar. 
mics were kept on foot by them, and every place 
guarded by ’a vigilant adminiftration; he undertook, 
by his own credit,* and that of the few friends who 
remained to the king, to raife fuch commotions, as 
would foon oblige the malcontents to recal thofe 
forces, which had fo fenfibly thrown the balance in 
favour of the parliament Not difeouraged w’ith 
the defeat at Marfton-moor, which rendered it im- 
poffible for him to draw any fuccour from England; 
he w'as content to^iUpulate with the earl of Antrim, 
a nobleman of Ireland, fur fome fupply of men from 
that country. And he hirnfelf, changing his dif- 
guifes, and palling through many dangers, arrived in 
Scotland; where he hiy concealed in the borders of the 
Jiighlands, and fecretly prepared the minds of his 
partifailsTor attempting fome great enterprize*. 

#• 

y Wifhart, cap. 3, * Clarendon, vol. v, p. 61H0 
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No fooner were the Irifli landed, though not ex- chap. 
seeding eleven hundred foot, very ill anntd, than ^ 
Montrol'e declared hiinfclf, and entered upon that 
['eenc of adion which has rendered his name fo 
:elcbratcd. About eight hundred of the men of 
Athole flocked to his itandard. Five hundred men 
,nore, who had been levied by the covenanters, 

Dcrluadcd to embrace the royal caufe: And with this 
: (nnbinei) force, he hadened to attack lord Llcho, 
who lay at Perth with an army of fix thoufand men, 
ailembled upon the firft news of the Irilh invafion. 
-Mdntrofe, inferior in number, totally unprovided 
with horle, ill lupplied with arms and ammunition, 
had nothing to depend on, but the courage, which 
he himfelf, by his own example, and the rajndity of 
iiis enterpriles, Ihould injjarc into hi^ raw foldiers. 

Having received the fire of the enemy, which was. 
.mlvvered chiefly by a volley of flones, he ridhcd 
Mail'll them with his fword drawn, threw them into 
luihuiion, puflied his advantage, and ©btained a 
complete victory," with the flaughter of two thoufand 


ol the covenanters 


«» 


I ms vidoi y, though it augmented the renown 
of IVlontrofe, encrcafed not his power or numbers, 
i he far greater part of the kingdom was extremely 
a' '^ached to the covenant; ahd fuch as bore an aflec- 
tarn to tlie royal caufe, were tet;rifled by the efla- 
'oliiiicJ authority of the oppofite party. Dreading 
die fuj'erior power of Argyle, who, having joined 
his valfals to a force levied by the public, was 
approaclnng with a conftderablc army; Montrrd'c 
hallened northwards, in order to roufe ag^in (lie 
marquefs of Huntley and the Gordons, who, having 
iiLiorc hallily taken arms, had Ijiecn inftantly fup- 
prefled by the covenanters. He was joined on his 
uwich by the carl of Airly, with his two younger 
lens, fir Thomas and lir David OgiI*ty: The ^delt 
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CHAP, was, at that time, a prifoner with the enemy. He 
attacked!^ at Aberdeen the lord Burley, who com- 
1645. manded a force of 2500 men. After a (harp com¬ 
bat, by his undaunted courage, which, in his fituadon, 
was true policy, and was alfo not unaccompanied 
with military flail, he put the enemy to flight, and 
hi^lhe purfuit did great execution upon them 

But by this fecond advantage he obtained not 
the end which he expected. The envious nature 
Huntley, jealous of Montrofe’s gloiy', rendered him 
averfe to join an army, where he himfelf muft be fo 
much eclipfed by the fuperior merit of the general. 
Argyle, reinforced hy the earl of Lothian, was be¬ 
hind hin^ with a great army: The militia of the 
northern counties, Murray, Rofs, Caithnefs, to the 
number of 5000 men, oppofed him in front, and 
• guarded the banks of the Spey, a deep and rapid 
river. In order to elude thefe numerous armies, he 
turned afide into the hills, and faved his w'cak, but 
active troops, in Badenoch. After fome marches 
and counter-marches, Argyle cam'e up with him at 
Faivy-caftle. This nobleman’s charafter, though 
celebrated for l^olitical courage and conduft, was 
very low for military proVefs; ,and after fome Ikir- 
milhes, in which he was worfted, he here allowed 
Montrofe to efcape him. By quick marches through 
ihefe inacceffible qiountains, that general freed him¬ 
felf from the fuperior forces of the covenanters. 

Such was the fituation of Montrofe, that very 
good or very ill fortune was equally d.eftruflive 
to» him, and diminiflied* his army. After every 
viftor)fc, his foldiers, greedy of fpoil, but deeming 
the fmalleft acquifition to be unexhaufted riches, 
deferted in great litumbers, and went home to fecurc 
the tifej^fures which they had acquired. Tired too, 
and /pent with hafly and long marches, in the depth 
of winter, through Ihowy mountains unprovided with 

vol, y 1. p. 9R3. Wifliart, cap 7. 
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‘fveiv ncccfiary, they fell off, and left t^ieir ge~ CHAP. 
Herat almoff alone with the Irifh, who, having no 
j.lacc to’wlilfh they could retire, ftili adhered to ,645. 
jujn ill every fortune. 

AY iTii thefe, and foine rtinforcements of the 
Aiholeiiicn, and Macdoiiald; whom he had recaH^d^, 
Jlontrofc tcli fuddcnly upon Argylc’s country, ami 
let loofe ujion it all the rage of \vi;r ; carrying off' 
the cattle, burning the houl'es, and putting the m- 
Italiitiiiii.s to ih.e I'word. 'j'his feverity, by which 
.i' l#iilrorc rallied his vidories, tva.s the refult of pri- 
i-ate animohty againff the chiel’iain, as much as of 
zj.d for the public caufe. Ar>^\!o, colkding three 
fhoLifand men, marched in quell ol the enemy, who 
had retired with their plunder ; and he lay at Inncr- 
loe.hy, fuppormg himlelf Hill at a ednfiderablc dif-^ 
tance from them. 'I’he call of beaforth, at the 


head of the garrifon of Iiivernefs, who were veteran, 
loidiers, joined to 5000 new-levied troops of the 
northern counties, preffed the royalids on the other 
f;de, and threatened them with inevitable deflruc- 
tion. By a quick and unexpected march, Munt- 
rol'e liallened to Innerloclay, and prefented hitnfelf 
in order of battle before the farpriledo but not af- 
irightened, covenanters. Afgyle alone, feized y.’ith 
a panic, deferted his army, who dill maintained 
their ground, and gave battle to t 7 ie royalids. After 
a vigotous reddance they were defeated, and pur- aJFcb, 
fued with great daughter And the power of the 
Campbells (that is Argylc’s name) being thus • 
Broken ; the Highlanders, who were iii general well 
affefted to the royal caufe, began to join Mdfltrofe’s 
camp in great numbers. Sea{oi*tJi’s army difperfed 
of itfelf, at the very terror of his name. And lord^ 
Gordon, elded fon of Huntley, having efcapedfrom 
bis uncle Argyle, who had hitherto detained 'him, . 
now joined Montrofe with no contemptible nun;- 
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ber of his followers, attended by his brother, the ear? 
of Aboine. 

I'liii council at Edinburgh, alarmed at IMont- 
rofe’s progrel.-., began to think of a more rcgulai 
plan of defence, a;;ain{}; an enemy, whofe repealed 
victories had rendered him extremely formidal)le. 
Titcy fenl ior Baillie, an ofiicer of rcjintanon, from 
England ; and joining him in command witlt TJrrcy. 
who had again enlifted himfelf among the king’s 
enemies, they fent theni'to the field, with a confi- 
derable army, againft the royalifis. Montrofe, with 
adelachment of Soo men, iuui attacked Dundee, a 
town extremely zealous for the covenant ; And 
having carried It by afl'ault, had delivered it up to 
be plundered by his ibldiers ; when Eaillie and 
Urrey, with their whole force, were uncxpededly 
■u])onhim''. His conduft and prelence of mind, in 
this emergence, appeared confpicuous. Inllantly 
he called off his foldiers from plunder, put them iti 
order, fccifrcd his retreat by the tnoll Ikilful inea- 
i'ures; and. having marched fixty miles in the face of 
an enemy much Ihperior, without Hopping, or al¬ 
lowing his Ibldiers the leaft fleej^ or rcfrelhment, he 
at laft fccured hiinielf in the mountains, 

RAii.ni!-. and Urrey now divided their troops, in 
order the better to conducl the w'ar againll an enemy, 
who furprifed them,*" as much by the rapidity of his 
marches, us by the holdnefs of his enterprifes. 
Urrey, at the head of /|ooo men, met him at Al- 
derne, near Invfernefs; and, encouraged by the 
fui^triority of number (for the covenanters were 
double «die royalilis), attacked him in the pofl 
which he had chofci,'. Montrofe, having placed his 
right wing in ftrong ground, drew the beft of his 
'forces -ta the other, and left no main body between 
them >.a dcfecl which he artfully concealed, by fhow- 
ing a few men tl'lrough tiie trees and bullies, with 


jt'.ufli-vTkl. \V. p. 23.5. Wlft-art, cap. 9, 
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V iiich thal ground was covered. That Urfey might ( 
have iiojeifurc to perceive the flratagcni, lie initantly 
ted lils left wing to the charge; and making a ' 
furious impreflion upon the covenanters, drove them 
oil the liciJ, and gained a complete vi^ory ^ In 
this battle, the valour ol ■’ouag Napier, foil to*die 
lord of tl’.at name, Ihone out with fignal lulirc. 

L-\n Lti- now advanced, in order to reveace 
Threy’s difcomiitiMe; but^at Alford, he met, him- 
ielf, with a like iato'. JMoiilrofe, weak in cavalry, 
ht.Te lined his troops of horfe with infantry; and 
alter putting the enem)’.s hoai'e to rout, leil with 
united force upon their foot, who were entirely cut 
in pieces, though with the lofs of the gallant lord 
Ciouloii on the part of the royalilts^* And having 
tl'.us prevailed in fo many battles, which his vigour* 
ever rondered as dccilive as they were fuccefsful, he 
{himiuincd together all his friends and partifans, and 
pr(.)iaredhimfcll formarching into the foflthern pro- 
vi rices, in order to put a finid period to the pow’cr 
of the covenanters, and dillipatc the parliament, 
which, with great pomp and lolemnity, they had 
furnmoned to meet,i\t St. Johnftone’s. 

V 7 Hn.n the fire was thus kindled iii the north of 
the illand,- it bla/ed out with no Icfs fury in the 
ioutli: The parliamentary and royal armies, as foon 
as the. feafon would permit, prepared to take the 
field, in hopes of bringing their important quarrel 
to a quick decifion. The pafling of the fdf-denying 
ordinance had been prottadled by fo many debaits 
and intrigues, that the fpring was far advanecd be- 
lorc it received the fanftion of bpth houfes j and it 
was thought dangerous by many ttf introduce, fo near 
the time of action, fuch great Innovations iato the' 
army. Had not the pundilious principles of Icflex 

* ItiillK vol. vii. p ii9. W^Hisrt, enp lo, 
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ceived, to p 'y implicit obedience to the ])arliamcnt ; 
this alteraiion had not been eti'ecled wiihou't Ibmc 
latal accident: Since, notwirhllamling his prom})t 
rehgnatioii, of tlie command, a mutiny vas ge- 
noKally a])prehended Fairfax, nv ir.fjre pro¬ 
perly Ijieaking, Gromwcl, nndcr his name, intro¬ 
duced, at lall, the ?;ca; mc/W into the ani!y, and 
threw the troops into a dillerenr ihape. Fiom the 
fame men, new regiment.s and new comj'anies were 
formed different ofiicers appointed, and the whole 
military force put into (iich hands, as the independ¬ 
ents could rely on. flelldes members of parliament 
who w'creexcluded, nvany oiTicers, unwilling to ierve 
under the new generals, threw up their comminions ; 
V.nd unwarily facilitated the projeJ ol' p.utting the 
army entirely into the hands of that factitm. 

I'jtoucni thedifcipliueof the former parliamentary 
army was coutcmptIl)le, a more exaef plan wa^- 
introduced, and rigoroufly executed, by tbefe new 
commanders. Valour iiultcd was very generally 
diffufed over the* one party as well as the other, 
during this period : Difeipline alfo was attained by 
the forces of the parliament: But the perfection of 
the military art in concefting the general plans of 
aftion, and the operations of the field, feems ftill, 
on both fides, to have been, in a great mcafurc, 
wanting. Hiftorians at lead, perhaps Ironi" their 
own ignorance ar\d inexperience, have not remarked 
‘any thing but a headlong impetuous conuud ; each 
party hurrying to a battle, where valour and fortune 
chiefly Uetennined the fuccefs. The great ornament 
of hiftory, during /fiefe reigns,’ are the civil, not the 
i jnilitary tranfadions. 

New mo- NeVer furely w'as a more Angular army affembled, 
del of the . than \hat whiclj was now fet on foot by the parlia- 
ment. To the greater number of the regiments. 


• h Kulh.,yol. vii. p, iat;;.i37. 
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chaplains ucrc not appointcd . d'hc t)fTi<';;rs afl'inncd < 
the I'pivitual dnty, and unilcd it A\ifh their military 
functions. During the intervals of action, they oc- 
Vuj)ied thcntfelves in feiinoas, }>raycr.i, cxhc/Vtaiions; 
and the (iync cinulatu)n, there, attended them, 
wiiich, in the field, is fo neceiLiry to Ui|'iporr t'le 
jioriour of that prolethon. Rapturous eeiiacieslhp- 
plleJ the pla<’e of lludy ami i\.iiecli(>n ; and v.h.ik- 
tn,: /;eaioiis devotees poureii out lluif ihouglitj ia 
tiupremedilaled harantnies, tliev miltook tif.U e!o- 
^]ucuc.e, which, to their ov'n furprife, as well "s tiuit 
of o hers, flowed in upon litem, for divine llhainina- 
nations, and for illapJes o| th*’ Moiy Spiiit. Wher- 
evci they were quartered, the\ exehuf’.d the »ninii'ler 
from his pulpit; and, uimping hiN pl’ce, cottveyed 
tlieir iLiitiments to tlic audience, wiiii all the aul 
rity which lollowed their power, -l.'cir valour, ami 
their military exploits, tmiuai to tlieir appearing 
/.‘■al and fervour. 'J he private foidieis, feizied with 
the fatiic fpirit, employed their vacuai hours in 
prayer, in perilling the Holy Scriijtures, in ghc'Oiv 
conicreiices, where they comp,tied tiic prngrefs ot 
their fouls in grace, and inutuaTly iliimihucd eacli 
other to farther advances in the great work of their 
falvation. When ihev were marchinir to battle, the 
whole field refounded, as w’cll with pfalms and fpi- 
rirual fungs ada[)tcil to the occaiion, as with the in- 
Itrunjents of military mufic ‘; and every man emk a- 
voured to drown the feni'e of prefent danger, in t!ie 
pi'ofpecl of that crown of glory vvbich was let beiorc 
him. Ill fo holy a caufef, wounds were efteenied me¬ 
ritorious; death, martyrdom, and the l.'ijrry and 
dangers of adlion, ijilfead of banifhing their juous 
v’ifious, rather ferved to iinprefs their mind^ more 
firongly with them. , , 

The royalifts were defirous of throwing a i^idicmo 
on this fauaticifin of the parliamentary armies, widi- 
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CHAP, out being fenfible how much reafon they had to 
apprehen*! its dangerous confcqucnccs. The forces 
aflemblcd by the king at Oxforil, in the well, and 
in other places, were equal, if not fuperior, in num¬ 
ber, to their adverfaries ; but aduated by a very 
difi'erent fpirlt. That licence, which had been intro¬ 
duced by want of pay, had rifen to a great hciglit 
among them, and rendered them more lormid.ible 
to their friends than to their enemies. Priiu'c Ru¬ 
pert, negligent of the people, fond of the folcliery, 
had indulged the troops in unwarrautahie liberrics : 
"Wilinot, a man of dlifcdute marmeis, had promotdi 
tl'c fame fphit of .I'forder • And the licentious 
Coring, Gcirard, dr iiie’.iard .Granville, now car¬ 
ried it to a great pitch, of enormity. In tiie well elpc- 
cialiy, where Goring co:i!mar.d».d, univevfal fpoii 
and havoc v.'crc ron.untied ; and the whole coun- 
try was laid w alte by t!;„ rapine of the army. Ali 
dillinclion of pari-es bring in a manner dropped 
the moll denoted friends ot the church and mo¬ 
narchy wiihed there for fuch fuccefs to the parlia¬ 
mentary forces, as might put an end to then; oj)pief- 
fions. d he counfe?y people, defpoiled of their liib- 
fiance, flocked together in feveral places, aimed 
wiili clubs and-flaves ; and though they profeifed an 
enmity to the foldiers of bf'th parties, their hatred ■'vas 
in mod places Icveljed chiefly againlt the royaliihs, 
from whom they had met with the worft treatment, 
]\Tany rhoulands of thefc tumuituary pealants were 
aflembled in dilTgrent parts th’ England; vyho de- 
flrojed all fuch llragglir.g soldiers as they met vviili, 
and murli infeflcd the armies ’h 

TjJi. SifTiofition of the furcc.s on both fldes w^as 
as follows; Part of,file Scottilh army was employed 
ip taking Pernfret, and other towns in Y'orklhire: 
Part of id befleged Carlille, valiantly defended by fir 

Ruth, vol vii. p.5? 61, ta. Whitlockc, p, 130,131. 133.13J. 
Cli*rc;idon; vji. v, p. 6tj. 
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‘Thnmas.ClciilKnu. Chcfler, where Ijlrcyi com- C ii A P. 
niiindcJ, had huig been blockaded by lir William 
Bicivr''if; and was reduced to great diiTicultles. 

’1 he king, being joined bv the princes Rupert and 
Maurice, lay at Oxford, with a conriderahlc army, 

about I c.eoo men. h'airfax aiul Croinwel were 

* ^ . • 

polled at Windlor, with tlic nevv-tnodei'cvl nrmV, 
alx'ut •.i2,oo() ineJi. 'I'aunton, in the couuIy ol 
homerri i, dctrndcLl bv I>!ake, I'lilicred a lon<r ]ie»u’. 
ironi hr Richard Granville, who coininainled an 
;..uiY i>r about Hcoo men; and though ihe deteiice 
had iK-en ol^fliuate, the garnTon was now reduced to 
liu lad exiremiiv. (Coring comiiiandcd, in the welt, 
ill) army ol neariv the Tame number h 

On opening the campaign, the king formed the 
projccl: ol relieving Chclter ; l'':nriax,*that oi ixlicv- 
ing Taunton, diieking was flrlt in motion. When* 
he advanced to Oraiton in bhropiliire, Biron nut 
him, and brought inielligeiict', that his aju^woach liad 
railed the liege, .and that the pariiainentary army 
had withdrawn. Ihurfax, having leached Sahihuiy 
in his rtiad wedward, received orders from the com¬ 
mittee of both kingdoms, ^ppointeil ior the manage- 
meut of the war, t« return and lay fiwgc to O.xfoid, 
now expofed by the king’s abl'ence. He obeyed, 
alter feuding colonel Weldon to the wed, with a 
detachment of 4000 men. On Weldon’s approach, 
ftranwille, who iinagined that Fairfax w'iih his whole 
army w as upon him, railed the ficgc, and allov.a d 
this pertinacious town, now hall* taken and half • 
bunu d, to receive rcliel*: But the royalifls, being 
rtinlorced with 3000 iiorfc under Goring, ag^iin ad¬ 
vanced to'I’lamum, and flint uj» ^Veldon, wiijli his 
finall army, in th.at luinous place*'”. 

T'hl king, uaving eli’cded his purpore witl>i*egnrd" 
toChefler, returned Ibuthwards; and, in his»wa\, 
fat downi before Lciccfler, a garriloh of the pailia- 
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C A P. merit’s, r. breach in ihe.wall, hC' 

I.-. !ii. ih'irnit'l ihi fowii on a!i iidcs ; aru!, after a furious 
aiiauli, the lijch’ers cniticdfwoiu i’t !;and, and coni- 
inittci,l a;i thole oiibitiers to which their natural 
vioieui e, eipet iaiiy when ei-flanietl by itTiPancc, is 
fo much avhiicled A great booty was taken and 
t^friibuteti among thtiu ; I'iKeen huiulreti prilbn- 
ers It 11 into the king’s iiaials. This fucccis, whit.h 
flruck a great tlrror into the parliair.cntary party, 
deierntiued Ihiirl.ix to leave Oxlord, which he was 
beginning to approach i and he marched tovou-d.- 
ihe king, with an intention of oifeiing him battle. 
T he king was aelvaijcing tovcio-ds Oxford, in order 
lo raife the fiege, whith, he apprehended. \v;is in^v 
b-egun ; atid both armies, ere liicy wi-re aware, had 
advanced within fix miles c>f caeli oilter. A council 
• of war was called by the king, in order to de!il)enitc 
concerning the mcafurcs which he Ihoulu now 
put iue. On the one hand, it fecined more prudent 
to delay tlui combat; becaul'e Gerrard, wdio lay in 
Wales with ^ooo men, might be enabled, in a 
little time, to join the army; and Goring, it was 
hoped, w ould Toon be niader of Taunton; and 
having put the well in' full I'ccurity, would tl'en 
unite his forces to thofe of theHiig, and give them 
an inconteilable fiipcriority over ilic enemy. On 
the other hand, prince Rupert, wdiofe boiling ar¬ 
dour Hill pulhed him on to battle, excited the 
impatient humour of the nolrllity and gentry, of 
which the army.w'as full; and urged tiie manv dif- 
iitfuUico mider vvliich tl.e* royalilis laboured, and 
from 4'hich nothing bc.t a viclorv could relieve 
them: 'i he refolution was laketi to give battle to 
TaiiiaX ; and the’royal army immediately advanced 
upon l^itn. 

At I'^'afeby w'as fought, with forcer, nearly equal, 
this deciuve axd well-dirpuied action, between the 
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<isin«’ and parllument. The nuiln body, of tlic c n A p. 
roviiliiis WHS cn.minaudcd Ov the kine hiinlelf; The 
riuiiF by prince Ki'pcri; the I'J't by fir Mar- 1645. 
nvit.aLe lyaiigdalc. Fairfax, feconded b> Skippon, 
p' ',-,d hiiidclf in the main body iT ti)c oppofite 
(ironuvel in tlic rigin wira;: Ircion, Cn>m- 
Wc-i’-i Ion in-h.w, in the leh. "J he cliaige t\as 
gall, with bis ulual celerity and iit’ua! fucticl'.-., by 
p'eue; u;xr(. l'huuy,h lieton nude lltmt; rtfijl- 
I'.iu'e, end even alter 1ic was rii.i through tiic thigh 
ulih a j.,kc. fiiil m-untaiued liie Ciunbat, till he 
Mas taken priloner ; vet was t’uar whole wing bro¬ 
ken, and piirfued wiiii prccipitiite Inry bv Rupert: 
lie v.;s even fo inconfideratc as to lofo lime in 
iiunni.-.niup; and attacking the aj-tiliery of the enemy, 
wliicii had been Icic v/lih a goovl givjrd of infamin , 

1 iie king led on his main bod\, and. liilplaycu, iii* 

IS a non, all the conduct of a ]irudenr general, 
an.! r,!i the valour ol a llout foldier Fairhix anti 
bkippon encountered him. a'ul wcil fipj^orted that 
reput,.iiou wliich’ihey had acquired. Skippon, be¬ 
ing dange’ouny wounded, was defireci by Fairfax to 
ic.iw; r he field ; but he declared lharhe wiUiM remain 
there as long as ont tnan maijitained hi.s ground r. 

Tin ijiiantry of the parliainent was‘broken, and 
preOid upon by the king; till Fairfax, with great 
prclence of mind, brought up the referve, and 
renewed the combat. Meanwhile Croinwel, liaving 
icd on his troops to the attack of Langilale, over¬ 
bore the. force of the royalills, aiur by his prudence . 
.unproved that advantage whicli he liad gained by 
bis valour. Having purfued the enemy iilroul a 
quarter of a mile, and dctacl^cd foi tc troops n' 
prevent their rallying, he tunidU biii'k. upon ilio 
King’s infantry, and threw them into the uitmofi* 
couiufioii. One regiment alone preferve,! its ^snlcr 
unbroken, though twice dcfperaiely’airailed by Fair- ' 
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f H A P. fax : And that general, excited by fo fteady a refill-' 
7 ance, ordered Doylcy, the captain of his life-guard, 
1645. to give them a third charge in front, while he hhn- 
Iclf attacked them in rear. The regiment was 
broken. Fairlax., with liis own hatnls, killed an 
eiifign, and, havhig feira’J tii.' rolo'.srs, gave them 
foti foldicr to kn v- for him. 'J'f.e toidior afterwards 
boalting that he had won tbds tvf^phy, was reproved 
by Doyley, wli.'had ieeti tlic action ; J,ct h'nv. retain, 
that h'jnmiy faid Falriax, I Lace lo-day nrqnircd enongh 
bifidc 'K 

Frinck Rupert, fenfible too late of his error, 
left the fruitlefs attauk on the t-nettiy’s ariilltrv, and 
joined the kitig, whole infantry \va,. itow naa'iy dif- 
comfited. Charles exhoited this body ol cavalry 
not to tlcfpalrf and cried aloud to ihcrm, «.;;c ihiirgs 
'more, and rcco'.'rr the day". But the difad van¬ 
tages under which tiiey laboured were too evident; 
and they could by no means be induced to renew the 
combat. Charles was oblij’ed to ^uit the Held, and 
leave the victory to the enemy ®. The llain, on the 
fide of the parliament, exceeded thofc on the fide of 
the king: They loft a thoufand men; he not above 
tight hundred. But Fairfax m?.de 500 oflicers pri- 
Ibncrs, and 400c private men ; took all tlie king’s 
artillery and ammunition; and totally diftipated his 
infantry ; So that fcarce any vidory could be more 
complete than that which he obtained. 

Among the other fpoils was feized the king’s 
. cabinet, with the copies of his letters to the queen, 
which the parliament afterwards ordered to be iiub^i 
liftied • They chofe, no doubt, fuch of them as 
they thought w’ouUJ rcfle£t diftionour on him : Yet, 
upon'ihc whole, the letters arc written with delicacy 
'and tv’i'lcrnels, and give an advantageous idea both 
of th^’ king’s genius and morals. A mighty lonJ- 


S WhUtorUe, p. ' Rufh. vo\ vii. p. 44. 
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it h true, and attachment, he exprefle^ to his 
eoiifort, and rhen prclelFcs that he never would cm- 
br.icc any nicavn-es which fire dlfapprovcd: But fucli 


(iCVi 

to b 


no c){ ciciiity and confidence are not always 
in a full literal feiife. And fo lecritiniute 
:in aii'e^n , avowed by the laws of God and man, 
may, per ns, be exci'labie towards a woman bf 
beamy uni fpirit, even tinuoh ftie was a paplit 
'I’l 1) Athenians, liuvinf^ iiucrcepled'a letter written 
bv their enemy, Piiill j oJ Maccd^m, to his wife, 
tdynijna ; fo i’ur from be moved by a curiofjty of 
juyiTig into the i'ccre'.s of hat relation, inunediateiy 
lent tile letter to the queen unoyeiied. Pliilip was 
JKH their lovereigri j in r were they iiiilained wi.h 
that \iolem an.inofity aeuinll him, which attends u;I 
civil conmiotiuns. , 

Aitfr the battle, the king retreated with that 
li niy ol horfc which remained entire, firfl to idere- 
iurd, then to Abergavenny ; and remained fome time 
in Wales, from the vain hope of raifing » body of 
inlatitry in thofe llarailecl and exhaufled quarters. 
Fairfax, having /irlt retaken Lcieeffer, wi;ich was 
furreudered upon articles, began ttf’deliberate con¬ 
cerning his future enterpiifc 5 . A letter was brought 
him wiitten by Goring to the king, and unfortu¬ 
nately (.nirufletl to a Ipy of Fairfax’s. Goring there 
inforined the lung, that in three weeks he hoped to 
he inallcr offauiiton ; alter which he would join his 
niaje'Ly with all the forces in the weft j and entreated 


** Iltnrnc i>.is puliliflitAl the iollowmg extract* from a rnsncrTipt 
k G 111 SLnon D I’-vvck, who \va^ no mean man in the pai lianuGi- 
(L ty, <*• On'J'hui fday, the 3olh and lad day o. th'b Ju^c 
iOat;. I went to Wlutciirtlljpuij'ufely to fee the <)Ufi n, \vhiv:h 1 gpI 
Hilly ,)11 time flu* hit atdmtior. 1 pcrct'^v'i! her to Ik arfUGii 
fU'lvilutc (h'licatc l.idy, at'tci 1 h.adcxadtiy fnrvey’d all tlie raturdS 
r free, much enliven'd by her radiant and rparklinf^'^iaclc 
Befidfs, her dtporlineiit anionjj her women was fo fjjjeet 
nniMe, anti her fpctch and looks to licr otKcr fervantb fo iriilJ 
raciuuF., as I could not ablta:n horn divers detfu fetched 
to tonl'ult'y, that Ihe wantfU the know ledge of tiie ujuc 
■Jii." prei'ACt tittiie Chronicle bl Dunfublc, p. 
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c H A P. him, if the niciin wliiic, to avoid cominp; to any gc'- 
ncral attiozi. i his lettov, whith, had it been iafel) 
delivered, hati ]>robab!y peveuted thc' battle of 
Nafeby, ferved iiow to dired thc operations of Fair¬ 
fax A.'ter Iriivinii a body of 'looo men to Pointz 

C J 

a^d Roffier, villi oiders to attend thc king’s mo¬ 
tions, he riiarchtd immediately to thc well, with a 
v'iev.'of faving d aunton, and J'upprellir.g the only 
(.onhJerable force which now remained to the 
royaiiits. • , 

In the biginnliig of the campaign, Charles, ap- 
prehcnfive ofilie event, had fent the prince of Wales, 
then fifteen years off age, to the welt, with the title 
of geneVal, and had given orders, if he were prefleci 
by the enemy, tliat he (hoiild make Ids efcape into 
a I'/reign country, and fave one pan of the royal 
finiily irom tlie violence ol the parliament. I’riiice 
Kupert had ilirrnvn Idmfelf into liriflul, with an in¬ 
tention of defending that important city. Goring 
commanded the army belt/ic 'IXuuton. 

On Fairfax’s approach, the liege of Taunton was 
ralfed ; and llu' royalills retired to Lamport, an open 
town in the county of .Somerfcl. Fairlax attacked 
them in that poll, beat thcmv'ffom it, killed about 
300 men, and took -140© prifonors*. After this 
advantage, he fat down before Bridgewater, a 
town elleemcd ffrong and of great confcqucnce in 
that cemntry. When he had entered the outer town 
by liorm, Windham the governor, who had retired 
into the inner, immediately cajdtulated^ and deli¬ 
vered up the place to Fairlax. I'he garrifon, co the 
nunTocr of adco men, were made jinfoiter.> of war. 

Fairfax, hauingnext taken Bath and Sherborne, 
refolvcd to lay liege to Brillol, and made great pre- 
parTtions for an enterprife, wliich, from the flrength 
of'the garrifon, and the reputation of prince Rupert 
the governorj was deemed ok the laft importance. 
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fo precarious in mofl men is this qua^ty of c H A p, 
military courage I a pooti. r defence was not made 
bv any lowa during the whole war : And the general ^5^^. 
expectations were here extreme’y dilappointed. No 
looncr had the parliamentary forces entered tlie lines 
bv florm, than the prince capitulated and furren- 
tlcrcd the city to Fairfax'. A few days before, he 

► , . , II* • I • T T 1 SurrcHtlcr 

had wrilttn a letter to tfte hmg, in which he under- otUuftol. 
took to defend the place for four mouths, if not 
mutiny obliged him to fuirender it. Charles, who 
was firming ichemes, and coile£ting forces, for the 
ndief of liiiliol, was aftoninicd at lo uucxpeded an 
e\ent, w liich wac. little lefs fatal to his caule than the 
defeat at Nafcby Full of imlignation, ho inlUmtIy 
recalled all prince Rupert’s cummillions, and feat 
fum a pals to go beyond iea • 

Tiil king’s aflairs now went fall to ruin in all 
quarters. The Scots, having made ihemfelves 
mailers of Carlifle after an obllinate fiege, march¬ 
ed I’ouihwards, and Jaid fiege to Hereford; ftut were 
obliged to raife it on the king’s approach: And th» 
was the lafl glimple of fuccefs which attended his 
anus. Having marched to the refref of Chefter, 
which was anew b«fieged* by the parliamentary 
forces under colonel Jones j, Point'^ attacked his 
rear, and forced him to give battl . While the a^thSept. 
fight was continued with great obflinacy, and vic¬ 
tory feemed to incline to the royallflsj Jones fell 
upon them from the other fide, and put them to 
rout with.the lofs of 600 flain, and 1000 prifon- 
Tile king, with the remains of his broken 
army, fled to Newark, and thence efcaped tc*Ox- 
ford, where he lliut himfelf up tjuriiig the winter 
feafon. • 

^ Hufli. vol. vii, p. 83. * Clarendon, voL iv* p 

Walker, p. 137. » Clarendon, vol. iv, p4 655^. ^ aSth o* 

Rulh. vol. jii. p* 117* 
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The' news which he received from every qurif '* 
ter, were no lefs fatal than thofe events which 
pafled where he himfelf was prefent. Fairfax and 
Cromwel, after the furrender of Briftol, having 
divided their forces, the former marched weRwards, 
Ir» order to complete the conquefl: of Devonfiiire 
and Cornwal; the latter attacked the king’s gai ri- 
fons which lay to the eaft of Briflol. The De¬ 
vizes were furrendered to Cromwel; Berkeley 
caftle was taken by ‘florin; Winchefler capilu- 

lated ; l^afinv-houfc was entered iworcl in liand : 

' < ■ _ 

And all ihcie middle ci'imties of England were, in 
a little lime, reduced to obedience under the par¬ 
liament. 

Tm; fainc.rnpid and uninttrrupted furcefs attend- 
CO', j.-.'-rw' cd Fairfax, a’he parlia'iR-uiary foices, dated by 
fh'x^ paft vic:..rie'-, governed by the moll rigid difei- 
pHne, inci with no cqaal opjiolition from troojis, 
ciifmayedt by repeated defeats, and corrupted by 
licentious manners. After beathig up the quarters 
*8thjan. of the royalills at Bovey-Trac^y, Fairfax fat down 
before Dartmotnh, and in a few days entered it 
by ftorm. Poudram-ca'iile being taken by him, 
and Exeter blodeaded on all fdes ; Hopton, a man 
of merit, who now commanded the royalilts, hav¬ 
ing advanced to .the relief of that town with an 
army of 8oco men, met with the parliamentary 
army at 'J’orrington; where he was defeated, all 
his foot difjjerfed, and he himfelf, with his horfe, 
obliged to retire into Ccrnwal. Fairfax followqfl 
hini,^nd vigorouHy purfued the victory. Having 
inclofed the royalifts at Truro, he forced the w'hole 
army, confiding »of 5000 men, chiefly cavalry, to 
furrender upon terms. The foldiers, delivering up 
theijpnorfes and arms, were allowed to difband, and 
received twenty fliillings a-piece, to carry them to 
their refpective abodes. Such of the officers as 
defired iiy had pajl'es to rciii;e beyond fea: The 

• j • others. 


* 9th Feb. 
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others, having proinifed never more to beaf amis, c ii A p. 
p'.iyed compofitions to the parliament'’, and pro- 
cured their pardonAnd thus Fairfax, after tak- 
ing Exeter, which completed the conquelfc of the 
weft, marched with his victorious army to the 
centre of the kingdom, and fixed his camp at New- 
burv. The prince of Wales, in purJ'uanre of the 
king’s orders, retired to Scilly, thctice to Jerley ; 
whence he went ro Paris; where he joined the queen^ 

I’/ho had lied ihithcr from Exeter, at the time the 
tarl«of Ellex coududled the parliamentary army to 
the weft. 


In the other parts of England, Hereford was taken, 
by lurprife : Cheftcr furrendered: Lord Digtiy, who 
had attempted with 1200 horfe, to break into Scot- 
kiiul and join Moiitrol'c, was dcfoarctl at Sherburn, 
in Yorklhire, by colonel Copley ; his whole force 
was ciirperfed; and he himfelf was obliged to ily, firlt 
to the ille of Man, thence to Ireland. Eiews too 
arrived that Monrrtvfc himfelf, after feme more fuc- 
ceft'es, was at lafl routed ; and this only remaining 
hope of the royal party finally extingaiilhed. 

AYhen Monirofe defeenJed into the fouthern 
counties, the covcnaliters, aflembling tlieir whole 
force, met him with a numerous army, and gave 
him battle, but without fuccefs, at Killyth h '1 his 
was the inoft complete victory that Montrofe ever 
obtained.* The royalifts put to fword fix thoufand 
ot theii^nemics, and left the covenantors no remains 
of any army in Scotland, 'i'he whole kingdom was 
•fliaken with thefe repeated fuccefl'es of Montrofe j 
and many noblemen, who fecrctly favoured the royal 
caule, now declared openly for it,* .when they faw 
a. for.ee able to fupport them. The marquis of 


^ Thcfc compofitions were different, accordiiitr to the demerits*of 
tlic perfon : But by h vote of the hoiii'e they could not be under iwo 
years rent ot the delinquent's cftatc. Juurn. nth of Augutl 
Whitlocke, p. 160. ’ ^ ^ * 

Rulli. vot. vii, p.. f 15th Auguft 1^45. 
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CHAP. Douglas, the carls of Annandale and Hartfield, the 
j lords Fleming, Scton, Maderty, -Carnegy, with 
sCa 6 . many others, flocked to the royal llandard. Edin¬ 
burgh opened its gates, and gave liberty to all the 
priibners there detained by the covenanters. Among 
the red was lord Ogiivy, I'on of Airly, whofe family 
had contributed extremely to the vidory gained at 
Kilfyth^ 

David Lcfly was detached from the army in 
England, and marched,to the relief of his diftrelTed 
party in Scotland. Montrofc advanced flill fardici 
to the fouth, allured by vain hopes, both of roufing 
to arms the earls of Iluinc, I'raquairc, and Hox- 
borough, who had promifed to join him-, and .ol 
obtaining from England fonic I'upply of cavalry, in 
which he was deficient. By the negligence of his 
I’couts, Lefly, at Phiiip-haugh in the P'orclt, fur- 
prifed his army, much dirninilhed in numbers, from 
the deferjion of the Mighianders, who had retired to 
the hills, according to cuflom, in order to feciire 
their plunder. After a fliarp condifl:, where Mon- 
trofe exerted ge’-eat valour, his forces were routed by 
Defeat of Lcfly's cavalry'': And be himfelf was obliged to liy 
Montrofe. jjjs broken forces into the mountains ; where 

he again prepared himfelf for new battles and new 
enterprifes 

Th£ covenanters ufed the viclory with rigour. 
Their prifoners, fir Robert Spotifwood, fecrerary 
of ftate, and fpn to the late primate, fir Ph^ip Nif- 
bet, fir William Rollo, polonel Nathaniel Gordon, 
Andrew Guthry, fon of the bifhop of Murray, Wil¬ 
liam Murfay, fon of the earl of 'I'ullibatdine, were 
condemned and,exccuted. The foie crime imputed 
to the fecretary, was his delivering to Montrofe the 
jkirig's commiflion to be captain general of Scot¬ 
land. Lord, Ogiivy, who was again taken pri- 
foner, would have undergone the fume fate, had not 

• 

e Rufh. vol.^vii. p.'ajo, ajt, Wifiart^ cap- 13* 

b 13th of Sept, *164 5* > Rulb. voU viL p-*31. 
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’lils fiflcr found means to procure his eftape, bv 
ciianj^ing clothes with him. l'\.r tins inflance of 
courage .and dexterity, Ihe met wilt! harlh ufage, 
'i'hc clergy folicited the parliament, that more roy- 
alJfls might be executed ; but could not obtain their 
1 c<]Ul1I '. , 

A lira all thefe repeated difaflcrs, whic; every- 
whole belel the royal party, there remained only 
iuie body ol troops, on which iortune could excr- 
cile her rigour. Lord AlHey, with a I'lnrdl army 
of^3ooo men, chictiy cavalry, marching to Oxford, 
in order to join the king, was met at Stowe by 
cuionel Morgan, and entirely defeated ; himlelf 
being taken prifoneL “ You have dbne your 

woik,” laid .Altley to the parliamentary ollicers ; 
“ and may now go to play, unlefs yoli chufe to fall 
“ out among yourfclves 

'i'lit condition of the king, during this whole 
winter, was to the laR degree difaltrous and melaii- 
clndy. As the dread of ills is commonly more 
opprdTive than their real prelcnce, perhaps in no 
period ol his life was he more ju;():]y the objetl: of 
cumpadion. Ills vigour of mind, whiih, though 
if lumetimes failed •him in acting, never deferietl 
him in his full’erings, was what alone fupported himj 
and htc was determined, as he w'role to lord Digby, 
if he could not live as a king, ti 5 die like a gentle¬ 
man ; nor Ihould any of his friends, he faid, ever 
have reufon to bliini lor the prince whom they had 
fo unfununately ferved"’. The inurniurs of dif- 
contented olHcers, on the* one hand, haralfed their 
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•* Clntlirv’s MemoirR. Riitri vol. vii. p. ^11. 

* Kiidi. vii. p. 141 li was Iht nim*'wtio, betorc lie 
<*b.n)*i d :'t the Ijr'ittli'O' I'AlL'fliill, m.'ilf Ciis iluiU I'lcyt':', O Lon! ‘ • 
Lno^vi/l h 'll) I'lify 1 tunjl l>. tl'isihiy. // / iL i, (in r.ot tr.ou 

"'r'li't f/ir. Aik! with that rofc up, amt ery’d M.ir /> a, beyt ' T\’ar- 
■ivU'U, ]). a .y. i litre was c rlainly ninth loni'tr piayers i>id in the 
p.iili.mii-utaiy army; but 1 doubt i: there wiie lb j’uud a ouc. 

Chile’s Ormo'nd, \ol.jii. N'’4S3. 

Von. VII. F 
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CHAP, unhappy' fovereirrn; while they over-rated thoO' 
fcrvices and fufferings which, they now faw, n; ■ 
4646. for ever go unrewarded". The ali'eOionatc ’ i.y, 
on the other hand, of his more generous mends, 
who refpefted his misfortunes and his virtues, as 
inuy'h as his dignity, wrung his heart with a new 
Jbrrnw; when he rellccfed, that fuch dirmtcreiled 
attachment woujd fo foon be expofed to the rigour 
of'his implacable enemies. Repeated attempts, 
which he made for a peaceful and equitable ac- 
commouation with the ])arllainenf, ferved to ,tu> 
purpofe but to convince them, that the victory was 
entirelv in their hands. Thev deiinetl not to make 
the lead ‘rcjilv to fcveral of his medages, in which 
he defired a pafi’port for coiiuniilioners Ai lad, 

^ after rcproaclhng him with the blood fjiilt during 
the war, they told hiin, that they were ])repaiing 
bills for him ; and his palling them vvoulil be tlie 
belt pledgee of bis inclination lowanls peace: hi 
other words, he mud yield at diihretion t’. lie de¬ 
fired a pcrlonal treaty, and oifered to come to 
l.ondon, upon .Jicceiving a fafe-cmuluct for hiinl'elf 
and his attendants: d’ltey abfolatcly rcfiifed him 
aJmitlanee, tjnd iffued orders fj^' the guarding, that 
h, the Icizing of his perf.m, in cafe he fhonld at¬ 
tempt to vilit them '. A new incident, which hap¬ 
pened in Ireland,' ierved to inflame the minds of 
men, and to increafe thole calumnies with* wltieii 
his enemies liad fo much loaded him, and which 
he ever regarded as the inoit grievous part of his 
iiuMbrtuncs. 

Ai’ti r the celTation with the frifh rebels, the 
king was dedroustof concluding a final peace with 
them, and obtaining their aflidance in j:lngland: 


^ Walker, p.^T47. ^ ]\uni. vol vii \\ 2tj;^ S.Cb 

P Ihlii, vnl. Tii. p. *17, ii(j. Clarcn.Ion, Vol, iv p. 741* 

^ Riv 7 i\, vol, vii. p. 249* C!arcnu»n> vol. iv _ p. 741. 
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^Anil III’ f',uve authnrky to Ormond, lord lietitenant, c TT A P* 
to pjoniil'e them an abrogation of ail the penal laws 
cnacKd itgainlt carbolics j together with tlie fufpen- 
fion of i‘oining ’3 ftatntc, with regard to fame par¬ 
ticular bills, which fliould be agreed on. Lord 
llcrlicrt, created carl of Glamorgan (though his 
parent had nor yet pafl’ed the leais), having occa- 
tion for his private alf-tirs to uo to Ireland, the 
king (mnf.Jcrcd, tl'.at this nobleman, beiiig .a 
cai]!''!ii’, ;!!ui allied to the belt hifn i'aniilits, niiglit 
[ii-^of Irrvico ; lie alfo forelaw, that farti'.er cor- 
rellions wil’t regard to reli ■ ion nni. bt ju(ibu!)!v be 

deinamied bv liie liieotcil •.!lUi< anJ. mat, as thele 

^ * 

r-‘lujcniniib, iK')\\cw 1 • n jl: fieirv, \u iiUi iK\'c creat 
i'-.vuial to the prmc'laut rdots in hi.-, tbret* kinf'-- 
li'uns, it woukl be reenifile botii to •roneca- tbein 
t'liirii'.g foine time, and to p.rei’erve (b.r'.ond’s ck.i- 
racler, by giving private (nden; to Glamorgan tv) 
coju Inde and lign tiiel'e articles. Burns he had a 
b..ner opinion ol Glamorgan’s 'zea! and aitcdlion 
tor Ins ierviee, tlieii of Ins capacity, lie enjoined 
him to comnuuiieate all liis meafiires to Ormond ; 
and thougli the final conehifnm ol the treaty muit 
I'e executed only in Glamorgan's own name, he 
\*as required to be direfted,in the Heps towards ir, 
by the opinion of the lord lieutenant. Glamorgan, 
bigoted to his religion, and palfiibiatc for the king’s 
fervicc, but guided in thefe purfuks by no manner 
of judgment or diferetion, fccictly, of h'mfelf, 
without .any communication with* Ormond, con- 
duded a peace with the*council of Kilkenny, and 
agreed, in the king’s name, than the Iri/h iJtould 
enjoy all the churches of which ^hey had ever been 
in pofl’eflioii fmcc the commencehient of their in- 
fur’re^lion; on condition that they fliould afkQ: the* 
king in England with a body of tefi thoufand «nen. 

This tranfadlion was difeovered by Occident. The 
titular archbifliop of Tuam being killed by a fally qf^ 
the garrlfon of bligP, the articlts of the treaty were 

Fa . * found 
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c i! ^ V. i'ou’.id i\Mong his baggage, uiul were immediately 
lAiii- publilhcd cvery-where, and cojiics.of llieni i'ent 
over lo the T.iiglilh pailiameiit'i'lic l<.ird lieu¬ 
tenant and lord Digby, loTeleeing the clamour 
which wiiuld be vailed againll the king, committed 
Glamorgan to prii'on, charged hltn viih tnaloiilor 
his'temeritV, and maintained, that he had aded 
altogether without any authority Itom his malter. 
i'he Jhnglilh parliament however negleded not I'o 
iavourable an ojrportunity of reviving the old cla¬ 
mour with regard to the king’s favour of popcr.y, 
and accLifcel him of delivering over, in a manner, 
the M hole kingdom of irelanil to that hated led:. 
The king told them, “ d iiat liie earl oi Glamorgan 
“ having made an offer to raile forces in tiie king- 
“ dom of Irelund, and to conduct them into Kng- 
*“ land for his majefl)’s fer\ice, had a comnnihon 
“ to that purpolc, and to that purpofe only, ami 
“ that he liad no coiuniiflion at all to treat ol any 
“ thing elfe, without the privity and diredion of 
the lord lieutenant, much lefs to capittdate any 
“ thing concerning religion, or any jrroperty bc- 
“ longing cither to church or laity Though 
this declaration Lems agrcxable to truth, it gave no 
faiisfadion to the parliiuucut; and ibmc hllLorians, 
even at prefent, when the autient bigotry is fbmo 
what abated, are (.1‘dirous of reprefenting this very 
innocent trauiadion, in which the king was engaged 
by the luoil violent ncceflity, as a Rain on the me¬ 
mory of that un*ibrtunate prince'. 

Having loll all hope of‘prevailing over the rigour 
of tha>parliament, either by arms or by treaty, the 
only reiburce whiej;! remained to the king, was de¬ 
rived* from the intblline dillenfions, which ran very 
•high ^tnong his enemies. Prclbyterians and inde¬ 
pendents, even before their vidory was fully coni- 


‘ Rufli. vol. vii. p, 2^9. s Birch, p. 119. 

t See note [B"l at lli.r- ind of tin* volume. 
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fell into conrefLs aht'.ur the cllvilK’n of the c H A P- 
I'poil, aiul thei-r rcligiovis ns well as civil ciii'pvitts , j 

a;.;itatftl the whole kiiigdoin. 

'1'hi- j)nrlinmenr, rhou -h iliey hud eurly aholifhetl 
epii'eopul authority, had not, diiiin;^ lb lori:^ a time, 
IbhlLiiuted any oih-jr ipirituul government in .its 
place ; and tlitdr cominiltees oi religion hail hiiherto 
aliumed tlie whole eccleli.illical jyrildiction : liut 
they now elhihlilhed, bv an oidinance, the preilTy- 
tc! i in m .del in all its lorin.> ol io.‘r^rcy:?/rjj!!i/, r4//-Fed. fi iiii- 
/>■ uvinri.d, and tuifioiuil ali'einblies'. All the • 

iiUiabitanis ot each jviriih were ordered to meet ami 
clmle elders, on wli.nn, logethf^r with the miniller, 
wa^ bellowed the entire liireclion ot all fpiritnal 
concerns within the coiigreguion. A number of 
it'.-ighb.mring parilhe.s, eoinuionly between twelve . 
and twenty, iormed .i clallis; and the court, which 
governed this diviiion, was compofed of all the 
ntiniilers, together with two, three, or four elders 
ciiofen from each, parilh. Tiie pro\inciaI aiTembly 
retained an itiipeclion ovtr feveral neighbouring 
ci.itles, and wa.s compofed entirely .of clergymen : 
d'he national alfembly wa'i coullitutcd in the fame 
manner ; and Its airthority extended over the whole 
kingdom, it is probable, -that the tyranny exer- 
cifed by the Scotcilh clergy iia 1 ^ivon warning nor 
to allow laymen a place in the provincial or national 
alfemblies ; lelL the mdoility aiul more conhderable 
gentry, foliciting a feat in thefe great ecclefiaflical 
courts, Ihould beilow a coulideration upon them, 
and render them, in the eyes ol the multitude, a 
riv.d to the p irli.iment. In the inferior courtst the 
mixture of the iaily might feive<ather to temper 
the- uhial zeal ol the cierev 

Ihn (hough tile jnelliyrcrians, by the eftaVjAifli- 
iii'ii! ot parity among the ecclefialliCvS, were fe?far 
grudtied, they were denied faiislactioii in feveral 

u Ruih. vol. vii. p. z44, 
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A^P. other pomts, cn whlcli they were cxlrente’y inti-nt. 
The aliemhly olAlivincs liiiJ voted prclbyLeiy to be 
of divirc The parliamei't rei'ai'e'J their rdicut 

to that dcril'.on SeUlen, WLitlochc, :\i'd other 
political rcaloneis, afidled by tlie‘ndependcius, had 
p]t'\aii-.d i)i tiiia iir.pornuit (!elibenVu’o»t. They 
thoo'pjt, that, liad the bi^t^oled rrliyi-eii!': ; been 
able to got their hero only charter rc.'ogTii fh.e 
prelb)t«.rr> v/oulvl ibon bccotiie ntoro d,-:.ais to 
the iravtlfrale than Itad i-\or been tix, pjc’atical 
clergy. 'I'lieie laiier, \v‘.IIc th^y cir.h'.tod to tijcin* 
jelves a divitic right, admio/cd of a like origin to 
civil audioriiy ; The ihraii r, chaiicaging to their 
own order a cckRirl ped’-rec, derived the lee'ila- 
power irpni a Iburcv more Jigulf'ed lliau I he 
Vuiantary all'ocirtion e'fihe pcoi ie. 

UrtnrR colour of lieejenr l.he fr-craraerit^i fro.n 
profanation, the clety.y c-f all tlirifiir.n lecls iiad ah 
fumed, v'hat they rail the jtower of the Ina.Sj .-r 
the; right of iuhninating cvrca/municatic ’J'hc 
exanijde cd Scotland was a Ihlfcicn! icllon far il,c 
parliasnent to U'fe precaution in guarding agtunit I'o 
Icvcrc a tyranny. They determined, by a genetal 
ordinance, all the cafes in whk'h exxoininuuication 
could he ufed. They allow'ed of appeals to parlia¬ 
ment from all CQclcfiaftical courts. And they ap¬ 
pointed commiflionci s in every province to judge 
of fuch cafes as fell not witliin their geneVal t)rcli- 
rance*. So ipiuch civil authority, intermixed with 
the eccleliallicul, gave difgUR to all the zealotr. 

hjii r nothing was attended with more univetfal 
fcandal than the propcnlity of many in the parlia¬ 
ment towards a* toleration of the protcflant fecta- 
rics. I'he jjrefbytcrians exclaimed, that this in- 
dijtgence made the church of Chrift refcmble 
Noah’s ark,, and rendered it a receptacle for all 
unclean beads. They infiflecl, that the lead of 

VV'hitlnckf, }X loG. Rufli. vpj. vii p- aCo, 

* voK vii. p. aio. 
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Chrill’s truths was fupcrior to all political confidcr- c H A P. 
ations 'i'hc.y maintained the eternal obligation 

by the covenant to extirpate hcrcly and ,646. 
IVibim. And they menaced all llicir opponents with 
the r.ime ri;>;id perfeeution, mider which they tiiem- 
had groaiicd, w'hen held in i'ubjeclion by the 


rarciiv. 
(' 


» great pnidenre end rei’erve, in fueb material 
cioos great h.onour to the pariiament; aiul 
I'lov.-., n.'.iwiihlhmdiir;- the jn'cvalency oi bi- 

.n, lin'u; were many inembevf; 

/■n!-.*..-cd views, and paid regard to 
reus f)l I'ociety. . Thefe men, uniting 
mh ovs t) the euthurndi:;, v/hofc genius is natu- 
1'. Iv ojidb to clerical ui'urpations, cxercifed I’o 
I.- an authority over the allembly of divines, 

ih.u they allowed them nothing but the liberty el' 
triuleiiiii' advice, and woiiUl not entridt them even 
v.'itii i!ic power of electing tiieir own chairman or 
liis fublliiute, or of fupplying the vacaniies of their 
o wn members. 

Wiiinu thefe dirjnifcs wa-'rc canvalTcd by theolo¬ 
gians, who engaged in their fpiriVual contclls every 
'('rder of the Itate^ the king, though he entertained 
hopes of reaping advantage Irom thole divllions, 
wis much at a lufs which fide it would be molt for 
his iutctell to comply with. * The preibyterians 
were, by their principles, the lealt averie to regal 
authority ; but w'cre rigidly bent on the extirpation 
of prelacy : 'I’hc independents were relolutc to lay. 
• the foundation of a republican government; but as 
they pretended not to erefl tliemielves into a ualional 
churciK it might be Itoped, tt^at, if gratified with 
a toleration, they would admit the re-eftablilhmcnt 
ot the hierarchy. So great attachment hjd tht; 
king to epifcopal jurifdiclion, that he was ever in¬ 
clined to put it in balance even wirli his own power 
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But whatever advantage he might hope to reap 
from the divifions in the parliamcn.tary party, he 
was apprehenfive, left it llioiild come too late to 
fave him from the dellruction with which he was 
inflanily threatened. Fairfax was approaching with 
a powerful atid victorious army, and was taking 
the proper meafurcs for laying liege to Oxford, 
which mud infallibly fall into his hands. 'I'o be 
taljcn captive, and led in triumph by his ijif .-lent 
enemies, was what Charles juitly abhorred ; and 
eveiy inrult, if not violence, was to be dicadj;d 
from that cnthufiallic foldiery, who hated his peifon 
and ileipjfeel his .iig/iity. In this defperate extre¬ 
mity hc embiaced a meafiirc wliich, in attv other 
fituation, imglit lie umler the imputatiou of impru¬ 
dence and indil..reUon, 

Mon J lif- viei the French ininiflcr, intcrellcd 
lor the kirn; i.it,re by the natural fentiments ui hu- 
maniiy, than any initruclions fnjiii ids court, which 
ieemed rather to favour the pailiament, h.ul luli- 
cited the hcol'.ilh generals aiul comndifumers, to 
give protectiijii to their diiheffed fnvercign; and 
having leccived inajiy genera! piolelliuns and pro- 
miies, he had always iranfinit-ted tliefe, perhaps 
wilii Ibme exaggeration, to the King, From hi.? 
fuggelllons, Charles began to entertain thoughts of 
le.iving Oxlord, :tud flying to the Scottifh army, 
which at that time lay before Newark'. lie con- 
fulered that the Scottifh nation had been fully gra¬ 
tified in all their'‘demands ; and having already, in 
their own country, annihilated both epifcopacy and 
regal authority, had no farther conceffions to exaiit 
from him. In alI;Jifputes which had pafl'eu about 
fettling the terms 6f peace, the Scots, he heard, had 
'dill aflhered to the milder fide, and had enticavoiir- 
ed t<? foftfn the rigour of the Englifh parliament. 
Great difgulls filfo, on other accounts, had taken 
jplace between the nations; and the Scots found that, 

» tlarcnUoi), voJ iv, p. 750. Vol v- p. 
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m proportion as thoir afilftance became ’Icfs ne- chap. 
cei'lary. Id's value was put upon them, 'i’he pro- 
prcls ot the ind' p^ T,dents gave them great alarm ; 
and they v/cve feandalired to hear their beloved co¬ 
venant fpoken c'i, every day, with lei's regard and 
reverence. Jne reluial (.>!' a divine right to prpf- 
bytery, and tiie infringing of ecelehaflical difripline 
Irom politic ad confidLrations, were, to them, the 
lulijeet of much olFence; And the king hopoKl, 
lluit, in their jirelent difpolition, the light of their 
ii.iiive prince, flying to them in this extremity of 
(liltrefs, would route every fpark of generatiry in 
ilkir bot'om, and procure him their favour and pro* 
tecUoil. 

'I'nAT he might the better conceal hi,; intentions, 

(M'vlers were given a: every g.itc iry (Jxford, for al¬ 
lowing three perfons to pafs ; and in the night tlic 
king, aecompaaied by none but Dr. Mudl'on and 
l\Ir. Alhbuinham, went out at that gate which 
leads to London., lie rode before a portmanteau, 
and called himfelf Alhburiiiiani’s t'ervanl. lie pati- 
(d through Henley, St. Albans, apd came fo iiear 
to London as Harrow on, the Hill. He once en¬ 
tertained thoughts of' entering into that city, and of 
throwing himlelf on the mercy of the parliament. 

But at Lift, after pafling through many crofs roads, 
he arrived at the Scotiifh camp* before Newark 
The jiarliainent, hearing ol his efcape from Oxford, 5tli May. 
idued rigorous orders, and threatened witli inttanl 
death whoever (hould harbour or conceal him 
• 'I’iiF, Sconilh generals and commillion'- rs u.fected Kin?goes 
yg tat lurprife on the appearance ol the king .* And 
though they payed him all the exterior refped\ due camp at 
to h’s dignity, they inllantly fet a guard upon him, 
under colour of protection, and made him iiiifality* 
a priloiier. They informed the Lriglifli parliament 
ol tills unexpected incident, and allured them that 


• « 

^ KufliWuVth^ vol.p 167. Wh tlocJ.t, p, ar9. 
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t }T A V. they lud entered Intv-) no piiv.'.ie treaty M-fh the 
leviTl. ];ing. 'i h-'v applied to liiin fur orders 10 liellatis, 
governor i'eevarii, to I'lincnder tltat tp.v/n, now 
reduced to c. ueu'.ny and the eiders were mhaiitly 
clieyed. Aiul iuiaruj!.-; Tliai t!ie jrarlianieni laid claim 
;he, intire dilpoial oi' the Ling's pcri'on, and 
fh.iL til-.- Idigiill'r army was. making iouie motions to- 

; tjiey iLougln p!\i[}cr to le-tire noith- 
mid to li'.. their ciini]} at NeWCalUe n 
!n'..'dure v.as very gratel'ui to llic kin'T ; 
. til ir>nLS L*t protection fp-enu 

e-';. I.'-, "a.' p.;i-i.icuku Iv attentive to the 

I'ei-t.lit oi ul-eT p,-f.u-]--er.-, Oil whom all depeii-.i- 
td. ’i 'w.'is tide modeoi tL.:!' n'-eto make the j'alr.il 

; anti tm twry great e-veiir, the 


• r-.' 

4. ■ V 
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wlioic Iv ri|)tti*M- WtiS ranh-.eiice by the clergy ' r pai- 

iage.'^' appiicabie to liiC prednt oeca,''- n. d'he Lrril 
iiiinliier who preached herore the king, cht'-fe ihele 
words lOi I’ii.s text ; “ Ant! behold all the men of 
“ lirael came to the king, and laid unto liim, Why 
have our bretiiren, rlic men of juvlah, lio’en 
thee away, t\tjd havt hrt.ugln the liing; and his. 
** hcufehold, and .lii I,iavid's men w-itli him, over 
Jordan? And ail ihe men of'Juciah ardVered the 
“ men ol Ifrael, I'ccaule the king i;’- i.ear of kin t^- 
“ US ; w’herelore then be ye angry for rliis ma" 

1 lave wc enieirat all of the Ling’s coft ; - c 
“ lie given us any giii ? And flie nieii cd 1 •. i.. ;. 

“ iweied the men of Judah, and faiii, V. eJiir. e i: 

parrs in the'king, and we have alfo nn.re rlj-ht 
“ in David than ye; Why tlmn ilitl ye tielpi-'e 
usfi that our advice flmulcl not be tirif had, .in 
“ l-iringing back pur king: j\nd the wonis of the 
“ men of Judah were fiercer than the words tj’ the 
“ men of Ifrael But the king found, that 
thehappinefs chiefly of the allufion had tempted the 

^ KuHi. vol vii. p. 271* Clarendon, vt)I. v. p. 23. 

't* 2 Sam. chap, xix 4Jf, 42. niiU 43 \er/*es. Sec Clarendon, vol. v. 
P '^4. 
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rccaclicr to employ this text, and that the cove- c H A p. 
nantiiig zealots were no-wife pacified towards him. 

.AIK/.hen preacher, after reproaching him to his 1646. 
face with his mifgovernment, ordered this pfalm to 
be fang : 

JFhy doft thou^ tyrant^ boqjl ihyfclf 
Jhy wicked deeds to praife? 

■m 

fjie king ftood up, and called for that pfalm which 
with thefc words. 

Have mercy. Lord, o?},mc, I pray ; 

For men wouhl me dev. 'ir : 


i'hc good-natured audience, in pity to fallen ma- 
jclty, IhcKvedf.ir once greatev ilcicvcnce to the king 
ilu'.n to the ininifler, and fuiig the plahu w’hich the 
iornicr liad cailcd for*. 

(hi.\RM;s had very little renfon to* be plcafed 
v.ltli Ids iifua.fiuU. lie not <;nlv found himfcif a 
r-vilbri'’!' very : All his friends were 

c> ^ ^ ^ 

kepi at a didauce ; and no intcreourfc, cither by 
Idlers or cci!verfation, was allowed him, with any 
one ou wlniin he could .depend, of who W'^as fuf- 
pede ] of any attachment towards him. The 
bcotiiih generals would enter* into no confidence 

t j 

wit h -him ; and fi ill‘treated him witli diflant cere¬ 
mony and feigned relped. And every propofal, 
which 4l)CY made him, tended farther to his abafe- 
nienl and to liis ruiiifi’ 

Thev required him to ilTuc orders to Oxford, and 
all lii.i other gnrril’ons, commanding their furrender 
i;o liie parliament : And the kiiq^, fenfible that their 
refillanct; was to very little purpofe, willing}^ com 
plied. The terms given to moll of them w*cre. 
honourable j and Fairfax, as far as it lay in his power. 


* Whillockc, p»324. 


f Clarendon, toI. v, p. fo.* 
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vv.'is Yory exact in ob{ervIiig them. Far from a!!.)\v- 
hig viiilence, he would not even permit infaltt. or 
tritiinpli over the uulortunate royalilL;'. ; ai;>d by hivs 
gciienius humanityj fo cruel a civil war was t iulcd, 
in ap’jiearauce very calmly, beiwcen the {)ariie<. 

MONi) having received like order", dclhereJ 
arid other ions, into the h.imis tlie 
parharnentary oflicers. Monind'e alio, a'lei ino.ing 
experienced Itiirmore variety of e,oo.l am; bad Im- 
tune, threw down his arms, and retired out of the 
kinedom. 

iiTi, marquis of Worccller, a man pall e!<r,hty- 
four, was the kill in .England that fubinitted to tlic 
aiithority ol the parliament. lie delended Raglan 
cafile to extremity; and opened not its gates till the 
rnidiile of Aun*.:ll. Four years, a few days excejjr- 
cd, were now clapfed, fince the king firll creeled his 
llandard at Nottingliam*^. So long had the Liiiifli 
nations, by civil and religious quarrels, been occu¬ 
pied in flit'ddiiig their ow'n blood, and laying w'uftc 
their native country. 

'Tin- parliament and the Scots laid their propo- 
fals before the king. They were fuch as a captive, 
entirely at mercy, could expect Trom the moll in- 
e.xorable victor : Yet \yere they little vvorfe tiiaii 
wliat were inlifled on before the battle of Nafeby. 
T'hc power of the ftvord, inflead of ten, wliich the 
king now offered, w'as demanded for twenty .years, 
together with a right to levy whatever money the 
.parliament fhould think proper for the fupprjrt of 
their armies. The other c'onditions were, in tlie- 
main, the fame with thofe which had formerly been 
offered to the king*'. 

CiHARLiis faid, ^hat propofals which introduced 
fach ynportant innovations in the conflitution, de- 
manckid time for delibcra'.ion: The commilljoners 
rep)i'’tlj that he* mull give his arifwer in ten days'. 


'• i- Riinivvortlt, vol v\- p 293, 
Ibid. \ jl. viif )>, ^ (9, 


Ibid p 309. 
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He defircd to reafon about the meaning and iin- C 
t)f foine terms ; 'I'hey informed him, that lliey 
luul no pqvver of debate ; and peremptorily required 
fu.'i confent or refufal. He requedeJ a perfoiial 
treaty with the parliament: They threatened, that, 
if lie delayed compliance, the parliament would, by 
their own aurhoriiv, fettle the nation. 

WiiAT the parliament was molt intent upon, 
was not their treaty with the ki5ig,*to whom thgy 
p.aiil little regard ; but that wath the Scots. Two 
ijiijiortant poinfi. remained ’to he fettled with that 
nation ; their delivery of the Ling, and the clLima- 
lion of their arrears, , 

Till Scuts migiit pretend, tliat, as Charles was 
kiiyj, of Scotland as well as of l'd)j;la:ai, liicy were 
aTiotlc'd to an equal vote in the diipexa! cC iii' {-.er- 
ioii: i\nd that, in I'uch a ca' ’ wi.eie tiie ti''-' • 
equal, and the iii'oied iiulivilibie, the picicrer.ee 
was due to the prefent jiurfeiior. M’he 
maintained, that tlie king, being in Lng'ftmd, was 
e.niipu-hendcd wirliin the inriidietlon (.1 that kin-.- 
lioin, and could not be dii'pofeii oi by any luret;.;!i 
nation. A delicate queliion tins, and wl.ti!; luiviy 
'amid mat be tieculed by* nrcfcth nt ; llncc Inch 

a iltnation is not, any wheic, ivi lx; round in hil- 
!ory 

As the Scots concurred with tfe Englint, in im- 
poling fuch feverc conditions on the king, tltar, 
notwithitauding his unfortunate litnaiion, he ffill rc- 
Jufed to ajr.cept of them; it is ccita'A tliat they did 
-'Vit delire his I'lcedom: Nor could they ever intend 
>o join lenity and rigour together, in fo itieon- 
i’dlcnt a manner. Belbre the fcttlcment of terms, 
the adminillration mud be poAtitet^ entirciy by*the 
parltaments of both kingdoms ; and how incoi^pn- 
tiblc that fcheme w'ith the liberty of the king^ is 
nilily imagined. 'I'o carry him a prifoner into Scot- 
l*md, where few’ forces could be fupported to guard 


KuncAOrth, voi, vli. p ^3^7 
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him, v/as a mcai'nre h) full of iuronvenience and 
danger, that, even if the Engliih had confented to 
it, niufl have appc;ircd to the Scots t^iemfelvcs 
altogether unclig.hle : And how could fudi a plan 
be fuppojted in (Hjpoiltion to England, pon'dled of 
fuch numerous and victorious armies, v. Inch were, 
at‘that time, at leait feemed to be, in ctitirc union 


with the parliament ? The only expedient, it is ob- 
vi(,ms, w'hicli flic Scots could embrace, if tiny 
fcrupled wholly to abamlon the king, was inmu'di- 
ately to return, fully and cordially, to their allt ci- 
ance ; and, uniting thcmfelvcs wiili the royalills in 
both kingdoms, endeavour, by force of arms, to 
reduce the Englifh parliament to more moderate 
conditions : But behdes that this meafure was full 


of extreme hazard 5 what w'as it but infcautly to 
combine with their old enemiei; agaiiilt their old 
friends ; and, in a fit of romantic generofity, over¬ 
turn what, with fo much expcnce of blood and trea- 
fure, the;j had, during the courfe of fo many )ears, 
been fo carefully erecting ? 

But, though all thefe refledions occurred to the 
Scottifli commifTioners, they refolved to prolong 
the dlfpute, and to keep the king as a pledge for 
thofe arrears which they claimed from Eng¬ 
land, and which they were not likely, in the 
prefent difpofition of that nation, to obtain by 
any other expedient- The fum, by their account, 
amounted to near two millions: For they had re¬ 
ceived little regular pay fince they had entered 
England. And though 'the contributions which 
they had levied, as w'ell as the price of their living 
at free quarters, mult be deduded ; yet Rill the 
fum’ which the/' infilted on was very confider- 
• able, After many difeuflions, it was, at laR, agr’eed, 
that, in lieu of all demands, they Ihould accept of 
400,000 pounds, one half to be paid inRantly, an¬ 
other in two fubfequent payments 


* Ri lbwortb, vol. vii. r. 3*6. Parh HiA. vol.xv, p. 
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GjiKAT pains were taken by the Scots (imd the c ti i\ 
•*h coinplietl with their pretended delicacy) to ‘ 

-.c this, ertimatiun and payment of arrears ap- 
j a (p'.ite dilferent tranfaClion from that for the 
delivery of tlie king’s perfou : But common fenfc 
requires, that tl’.ty Ihonld be regarded as one and 
the fame. The Knglilh, it is evident, had they 
nor been previoully afiiired ol receiving the king, 
wnul.l never have parted witii !o couliderable aleni; 
and, while they weakened ihemftjve.s, by ihe fame 
nKaiure hav'e ftrtngthcned a peopi-n v‘‘h 
il;ey mult afterwards have fo m.-.teiial an iuM’eit io 
a il all’s. 

d'luts the ScottiT 'nation umierwint, -...'td Ttiil 
undergo (for fuch grievous Uaiu'.aie no! -.a..!' v.■p/d 
olid, the reproacii fit felling iheir kin;;*, aeid 
ing tlieir prince for inon.-y. in \,tm di.! 
maintain, that this money was, on aec-ounr \ 
mcr Icrvices, undoubtedly their due ; that in 
pretent lit nation, no other meafurc, wltholT! ihe c.t- 
niolt indiferetion, or even their apparent ruin, e 'slid 
be embraced ; and that, though they (.leliveiLd tiieir 
king into the hands of his open enemies, they were 
themfelves as murli* his open enemies as thole to 
whom they lurrendcred. him, and comiiioii 

tred againlt him had long united the two jvartles in 
drift alliance with each other. 1 'hi v were Hill an- 
Iwercd,' that tlicv mide nl'e of th!.', feaiuLious < xpe- 
dient for obtaining their w'agi.s ; and that, after 
taking arms, without any provoeatidn, aimiuli; iheii 
i'jvcreign, who had ever lovetl and cheiillud them, 
they had deli rvedly fallen into a fituatioii, fnmi wl/ic li 
tliey could not extricate themfelv^, without either 
iiilainy or imprudence. 

Till; infamy of this bargain had fuch an inflntrice 
on the Scottilli parliament, that they once vested, ihat 
the king Ihouki be proteftc*d, and his lilicriy inlided 
on. But th'pgciKi.d ad'cmhly inierpofid, and pr.p 
tiounccd, that, as h« luid refeii'ed to take the cove- 

S . ’ naat. 
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CHAP, nant, \t’hich was preflTed on him, it became not (he 
LViii- godly to concern themfelvcs about his fortunes. 

"’7 After this declaration, it behoved the parliament to 
retract their vote 

Intki.i.ioj nck concerning the final refolution of 
tli,e Scotiilh nation to fnrrender him, was brought 
to the king ; and he happened, at that very time, 
to be playing at; chefs »Sucii command of temper 
did he poliels, that ho continued his game witliout 
interruption ; and none of the by-ltanders could 
perceive, that the letter, which he perufed, had 
brought him news of any confequence. 'I’hc Enghib 
commillioners, wlur, fome days alter, came to take 
him under their cuflody, were admitted to kifs his 
liands ; and he received them with the fame grace 
and cheerfuhiel's, as if they had travelled on no 
other errand than to pay coint to him. 'J'he (jUI 
earl of Pembroke in ]nirticular, who was (jtie of 
them, he congratulated on his flrcngth and vigour, 
that he was Itill able, during I'uch a feafon, to per¬ 
form fo long a journey, in company with fo many 
young people. , 

T647. The king being delivered over by the Scots to 
the Knglifh cominiilIoner.s, was conducted, under 
by the'^^ a guard, to llolJenby, in the county t;f Northamp- 
Scots. ton. On his journey, the wliole country flocked to 
behold him, moved partly by curiofity, partly by 
compaflion and aflection. If any ftill retained ran¬ 
cour againfi Jiim, in his prefciit condition, they pair¬ 
ed in fiitnee; while his well-wilhcrs, more gene¬ 
rous than prudent, accompanied his inarch with 
tears, with acclamations, and with prayers for his 
fafety That apeient fuperilition likewife, of de- 
firing the king’s touch in fcrophulous dillemners, 
feeraed to acquire frclh credit among the people, 
from the <.eneral tendernefs which began to prevail 
lor this virtuous and unhappy monarch. 

’ F.irl. Ilifl. vol.xv. p 2.13,144. n Bufnet’s Memoirs or 

the Hamiltuiis. • ^ Ludlow, llcrbcrt. 
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Thk commiflioncrs rcndcrcJ his conrmen!cnt r.t C 
}Ioldcnby very .rigorous; dii[nh'T!ng his ancient 
krvani^, d^ehanlng him lioni \:iits, and cutting ofi' 
all cuiiunimicatio-n with li'.-: I'ic'd', or iaiuily. 'I'he 
tjaiiiauiLiit. thvjugh cr.rncUlv a’’ 'ded to by l!ie king. 


,r. 
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H taken t;: 


i-.nn, !)C; 
i iie kme 


•<'ulhv>' lo 

i.* 

f •' 1 \ 1 

t * 

a V .'S the 

It had 


in tlie 
'.ii of Lilex, 


cau!c til' 

I'.-iui'ed ivi ai‘'dl at iketcr\lcc( 
t'.L iliiv- levy ; btcaaio he ha.d 
vta'lci'.i to that lUeJ'C o: \ .'gi' 

a aL jaa.v.Mk'il <'>0 ii .d: l.a..s I 
Luili.ijtjiy aiivi diiLra-.l-'i eauJa 
itJticn.1 kiuy :n’..l ]>e.;;'*e 
Oi.itiNo li.e time tii 't the 
Sc 'llllh army at Nevc.alle, o: v. ; 

Tee ililrardcid. but itiii nui and po|'juIar general 
oi tile jtarliainent. liis death, in thi., conjiincbire, 
V, !s a public misfortune. Fully fenfible of the cx- 
ceifes to which alfairs had been carried, and of the 
Vvaufe confequencef which were /till to be appre¬ 
hended, he had refolved to conciliate a peace, and 
to remedy, as far as po/Tibls, all tho^fc ills to which, 
iroru millake rather than ,any bad intentions, he 
h.'d himfelf fo mwch contributed. The preflty- 
tcrian, or the moderate party among the commons, 
/iuind themfcives confiderably weakened by hi* 
dv' ult: And the fmall remains of authority which 
/til! adhered to the houfe of peers^ were in a manner 
wholly extingui/licd “i. 

* p Clarendon, vol v. p. 39. * Warwick, 

H Clarendon, vol.v. p-43. 
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A of I'/ir ormy - The Z-v 

- -'Ihi'7;i,f? r/> irrjin/t the /»,;•///;,\/?/- 
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■7/t' (ini'j fid'chfC the pari',ar.'.cni - "ItK hiiiy^jlics 

1, the Ijle of W'rJji— - duond n vll wwi - In- 

‘'.'i'fot; front Scoilund - Jhe leeaiy of i ^epjiu t 


- 1 he I'i-vil \etir a/ta Ittviifton riy;\jfd - ! i'c 

'i/f‘ ftzed /'V the at !n\ -'7 he Lut/h huy'di 

- rjjL hinfs Inut—And txccuuon—And cka- 
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il:)iuInion i-f' iiic parlidnuMit was i)\' fliort 
1 duralion. No iboiuT had ihty uibuutd Si)»,"ir 
fovcrciiMi* tlian liicir own Icrvanrs u)!c 

" o 

anti tuiribk-a thviii from their liippery throne. 
1 he iiicreci boviudaries ol' the laws beinj^ once \io- 
laifcd, nothiiio- remained to coniine the wild projects 
ot ;ieal and ambition. ^.And every fucceliivc i evo¬ 
lution became a precedent for dial vvliich lollowed 
it. 


In proportion as the terror cf the king’s power 
diininillied, the dU’ifion between independent and 
prelbyterian became every day more apparcrut; and 
the neuters found it at lall rcquifitc to feek Iheltcr 
iu one or the other failion. Many new writs were 
ilfued for elections, in the room of members who 
had died, or were difqualified by adhering to the 
kin^; yet fill I tltie prelbyterians retained the fupe- 
riority among the commons : And all the peers, 
’ except lord Say, were efteemed of that party. The 
independents, to whom the inferior le^larics ad¬ 
hered, predominated in the army: And the troops 
qf the new model were univerfally infefted with that 
cnthufiallic fpiiit. To their afiiltance did the inde- 
. ' pendent 
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^ * v.‘h iH I \lj. t / <tn 10»i '4 Li.’ C )iU»> -*i.S LliJ.- , • 

•i: !^;.ii ’.n•;:.-As ior licquirii;.;' iLc aicfulii.ii. ^ 

• • * • , ' 

liK -r ,:■ 

.•"... ■ I'.'iv-r ihe retreat of ;l'‘e Sc',>r.--, llu' i-reli-v- 
'.' i: . e'X’y iltir.q “Lviiuu J t'"* liiohe -j 

,■ > i '.iv (■•1 i*':r.M)i;i.ii','' ilie a;r,,v : /'ttii, en 

. ; t■■ ' ilu* !l- 

1 '• i ' 

KiSv \\ ur ti'C 1^.' ‘ .■\% 

^ > (^ii)L);»rk a iir.viiy; detiKh r 

a'l i for trk- 1* rvic.j oi' 

i i.i V nr-niv cireJared liici)' i.;Unliou ol iii.^Una a 

i ’ • 

■1 11'ii'e*if.iii oi the ichTiin.I.r . It v>.is cv(.a 

J., tiiai an /iii>.r-lu-vt inoitcl ol'tiic :nmy was 
! ' 'iLi.iad, in order to iL^iin tv> llie pjeio) tt-ri;u»s 
iiM' iiint.iioiitV which they h.ul fo iinp/udcnlly IciL 

lire Conner , 

i':;i. aiiiiy had finall inciinailou to th.c fcrvico of 
0(!,iiul; a cour.tiy hurbai.ui-:, uncullivat.’i, ami 
: lid cade by mallacrcs and civil coiuni.uions* llicy 
hid li'l'ii iiicliuaiiou fo dilband, and to ivnonucc that 
j'.iy, which, having earned it ihronali fatigues and 
dangers, they now pnrpofed to enjoy in cafe and 
tranquillity. Anil nitfil of tl’c of-eerr', h.iving rilen 
hicn iiie dregs of the people, hail no bili-r pro- 
hacL, it deprived of their eonnniiiion, tlian that of 
nnirniug to lariguilh in their iiallvc poverty and 
obiciirity. 

d nitst: motives of intercll arquired additional 
'fdlucnee, and became more dangerofis to the jrar- 
h'anienl, from the religious l^riril by which the army 
v as univcrfally adVuated. Among the generality of 
nicn, educated in regular, civilized loeieties, the 
*i-ntiiucins of ihame, duty, honour, ^lave couhder- 
i^tbie iftiihority, and ferve to counterbalanrc and lii- 
^ett the motives derived from private advantages 
litit, by the predominancy of eulkufudui among the 


• % * » * 
^ - oin tfcii tlionfiiid men were only intended to be kept upi C^oo 

-‘oric, 6ooo uu;t, and looo drayoows. Batefi 

* itulliwovlh, vol- vii, p. 564^ 

* G 3 par^ 
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C H A P. parliamentary forces, thefc filntary principles loft 
their credit, and were regarded as mere human in- 
j 64>'. ventions, yea moral inflftiulons, iitier foi headmiis 
than for chriftiansThe faini, refigned (U'cr to 
fuperinr guidance, was at full liberty to gratify all 
li'S appetites, difguifed under the appearance of 
pious zeal. A'r\d, htftdcs the Va-auge corrupthm^. 
engendered by.this fiurlt, it eluded and looftiied all 
tile tics of morality, and gave entire fcopc, and even 
fauclion, to the ie]rd!i.nc.''s :uul ambition which na¬ 
turally adhere to the hunr.ui mind. < 

Tiir. military confc.ftbrs were farther encouraged 
in difobedience to'fuperlc.rs, by that fpiiitual pride 
to which a miflakc’i piety is fo iliLijedl:. They weiv 
not, they faid, mcie janizaries; mercenary troops 
inlifted for lure, and O) be dirpjfcd of at the will of 
their paymaflersReligion and liberty were the 
motives which had excited them to arms; and they 
had a (jipcrior right to fee thoie blefiings, which 
they h<ui pnrehafed witli their, blood, tni’ured lo 
future renenuions. By the lame title tliut the 
prefbytetians, in c^mlravilflindion to the royaliiis, 
had aj)prcjvia‘cd to tiiu'v.fclves the cpitlicl oi gw/hy 
or the . the indehcndeiils did lunv, hi 

contraddu::cdou lo ihe pre;l)ytcriaii.5, aflame thie 
Til ?l 'J I li 1 iC C 11 L apocllatioji, and arrogate all the afcoii- 
tiant, which naturally belongs to it, 

HcARiNut of oartics in die Imufc of commons, 
and being informed that the minority were friends 
to tiic army, ihe majority enemies ; tlic troops na¬ 
turally inlerelled themfclvos in that dangerous dif- 
linelicn, and vcerc eager to give the fuperiority to 
tiicir partifans. / Whatever h.irdfliips they under¬ 
went, though perhaps derived from inevitable ne- 
cc^ity, were aferibed to a fettled deftgn of opprcfi- 
iifg them, and relented a.s an clTeQ: of the aniiuofity 
^nd malice of their advcrfarics. 


* Ki.ih. V')I. vi. p. 1.34. 
^ Jbid, vu!. vli. p, Ajtv, 


vob vli, p. 56^ 
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NoTwiTTir^TAKOim; the great revenue,, which Cii^Av. 
accrued Irotn taxes, afrciTnicnts, lequcllratiuns, and 
eoiMj[)or!tii)ns, c<mlidcrablc arrears were due to the 16^7. 
arm;'; and many of (he private nieii, as wtilas of- 
fueia, had near a twclvcmoinh’a pay (iill uwiug 
♦ ‘am. The army fuipecied, that this deficiency 
V. ,1^ piirpofe'jy ronnheJ in order to olilige them fa 
•eve ai Itec quarters •, and by veiiueriiig them ouiotK 
ft' ih.. C'-niury, J'erve as a jM'etence lor diibaudin^ 
then:. AVheii tin-.y faw i'uch meinbeis as were 
c-iiyilwef. ill comniiLrecs and civil ofiiee.i, accumu- 
!';:e ferisu'cs, they arculed ihcui oi rajfuic and puh- 
piunJ.cr. And, as no jv.ui.was pointed out by 
; t ■. I'.niii ms ler the jj;.'uieiu oi arrears, llic iol- 
.. du v.ie'd. th.i\ alter Ijuvalil be dilbandefi 

V-- i,i\vd ior Imh'.nd, tlm! ' eneuii-.s, vdio jne- 
vi;;- .'..'i.d in tile tuo i'loufes, v 'uid eiftiielv eie- 
".1 i ‘h.ni ol their ri'du, and opprefs ilivin with 

^ % B J * • 

t 

tn. tliis yroi ’nl or rrctencc did the firR*convmo- 01 

:'s l'r;;ai in ui2 arn:iy. A petition, aadrellca to 
v tlic o'encr:.!, was harulcd about; craviri'a' an 
uu^.mniiy, and diiit ratliied by the king, for any 
iil.yad aliions, of vhich, ’during the rourfe of the 
V..I, the ioldicrs might have been guilty; together 
'v'liii iaiisfaviion in arrears, freedom Irom prclling, 
i\ iict of widows and maimed folriicrs, and pay till 
cdlhaneicd'I'lie commons, aware of what com- 
hui'dble materials l!ie army was coiupofed, were 
a' iruie'd ill this intelligence. Snch*a combination, 
vii.y i-new, if not cheekV'd in its lirfl. appearance, 
mud I'c at tended with the moR dangerous confe- 
vA'Ciiees, and uruR foon exalt the mllitarv above the 
civil iunhority. Belulcs fiamnoR'iv>g fome oOibers 

a’uIvvcT for this attempt, they imnicdiacely viUtil, 3Ci» 

tiiat lliepelllion tended to Introduce mutiny, to put 
coiulitions upon the parliament, and to obllrudf the 
leliei ofirclanti; and they threatened to proceed 

^ rfiii.^niii v<ii. XV, p 34^. 
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C ii'AT pioir.i'.t-, cf !■. ;’A cncinits 

J . ' * . * 

aiul clKKirbcr-^ oi public ik..cc^- "I'his 


d 


lo tlif Ih’.r: 
iltcl;;r;uioii, 

which may l>c uctmcd viclciU, cTpcci.iliy as tht; 

army had for.\c gror.nd for complaint, produced 

fatal clluh.. 'i iu- t d licrs lamciUcd, that they were 

✓ 

deprived ol the-jirivitepes (d En'.^liflmu n ; th.i! they 
were not allowed fo mi.eli avS to lejn-Jeiit their 
gricvaiu’i s ; that, v.hiie -petiiioiis iVcit) Kifex and 
Other i)l<i(es wete otjciilv cnconraecd a.'raim'l the 
ariniy, their mouths were ltopj;ed ; and that they 
who \vi.ie 'lie, aud'iors of lilicrty to thena!it>n, were 
reduced, hv a taefioii in 'pai iiament, to the 
grievtu!.-. f i . iliuh-. 

In tiii^' d!',;.o!.e.,is the army fouT-.d h\ 'Wwi 

wic, DeereM.'liev, uuel o:h^.'i- coiMnidMUeo., \.]ic 

were f^ nt to mah ■ rh-u. jer. t"',!. lo'‘ c' •eii',-' it.u* 

the It rviev 'dGih/.v! . ot ndiliM"\ lie 'o.- 

\ ' 

ncn-'jrv o'''dei.!eii lo th-' tc. av-; d. auimied ao in- 

d.-m-dtv ; weia , i,:i i/ii ii eais : And, 

thou 'h th 'V ex' ixuld u-' did.iiieiac'ion a- .dull Shi'p- 

]ion, V.;*') V.’;;,. a.';)' 'jitiv-d coe.mraiuitr, tle y li '.e'- 

vc'.ed m.ah ill' jneiitr.uion ;o'(.ive ruder i e:;- 

) 

fix av'd Cr.uriwel bi'iiie odicer;;, \>iio were oi 
the pn.*i,yteii.in p'.nfy, having enttrtd into engage- 
menir- i u' this iru vice, could prevail on very lew of 
the rduier.-. lo iulilf under them. :ul, ns ihel’c 
cu';ii..'.r . !'..v all under the criovous leprtnich' oi defort- 
i-ig li.L at my, ai.u lietr.iyhig the inteuli. of their 
('.ompardoA.-, tlie red were farther confrincdi in 
that conicderacy, which ihey had <e' retlv i.'rmed 

d ^ ^ 

. To petirinn a'iul remfiriiiratc bv.ing the moll cau¬ 
tious method ot contlucfing a confederacy, an ap.' 
plication to jiarliamcnt was ftgned by near 200 oi- 
iicers; in which ^they made their apology with a 
very iirperions allcrted their right of petirion- 
• ‘ing,* i;nd complained of that imputation thrown 

» Ihifli -toi. vii, p. ^^'7, 

^ Ibid. V(>1. \V\. p. 461 , 556 . 

upon 


y rdil- lliH:. vnl vy. p. 34.J. 
* I'g cj. vt>L vb. p. 
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(ipon them by the former deelanuion the i>-'\ver C A !’, 
houl'c^ 'I'he private men likewiie of ioine rcr,i- 
ments leiit a letter to Sleppon ; in wliieh, tO;j;e;;.. r 
v.ith iiililtin'; on the lame t( > J ' A ^ the) l.unent that 
ile!lt;ns were loinieJ againlt Ll;em and many of the 
i^'odlv party in the kini^ lom ; :muI (let la’a: ihat riiov 
tjulti not for Ireland, till llicy were fatisiie i 

ia their exjvje'tations, and had their iaii' dellie> 
yrant-di 'file army, ia a v.oiJ, leit their powei, 
aiui refolved to be mailer'^. 

^fii! parliament t(H> velolved, if poJhble. 10 pv- • 
f. rve tiieir ihnninlor. ; iui; bv. lii;; dcltiuae oi pov.\ , 

•iiul not ivtainitit; miu h amhontx, ii vas not ea;v 
l(jr tlicm to employ any cxia. dictit wh'. li e >uid 
contribute to their pi'.r])')re, i'he er-rpedi aa nhl. h 
theynow inadeutc of, A-iatSiiie woril imaaiiiable. i’ie.v 
lent Skippon, C'rourari, IrtKni, and *-ieetuood, 
to the head quarters at iSallVf'iJ Weldon in. I’diex ; 
and emp'HVt red them to nniv ('iiers to lire armv, 
and inquire into the caviic 01 Jijh/ii/ur.* 'fiieil p'hM.' 
vary jTenerals, at fealt the tluee lall, were feeretlv 
the authors of all the diicontents ; and failed not to 


ioineni thot'e diforders, which they jnelciuleJ ro 
appeafe. By their .fuf^gefl’on, a inealure was em¬ 
braced, whleh, at once, brouglit matiero to extre¬ 
mity, and rendered the mutiny incurable*. 

In oppofition to the parliamctTt at Weflimlnller, 
a miliury parliament was formed. Together with 
a council of the princijval oiheers, which was ap- 
})ointcd after the model of the heJufc of jiecrs ; .1 
piorc f ree reprelentative ( 5 f the army w'as compoled, 
by the election of two private men or inlerior of¬ 
ficers, under the title of agitators, from each troop 
<ir company''. B/this means, Ivth the general 
humour of that time was gratified, intent on i>Jans * 
of imaginary republics j and an eafy inetiiod 'a)ii- 


f^idh. vol. vii. p. 46S. ^ Idem, ibid. p. 474. 

' Idem, ibid, p, 4^15. Clarendon, voU v. p, 43, 



»• 


% 


irived 



S8 

c n AI 
j,ix. 


1647. 


June, 
king 
fer/cd by 
jo)CC 


HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

tiived for conducting underhand, and propagating, 
the leJition ('f the army. 

This terrible court, when afTembled, having 
firrt; dcclarci-l that they found no dijtcmpcrs in the 
armv, but miiDy p} icvances^ under which it labour- 
<;J, iiumc-iiately voted the offers of the parliament 
unfatibfaefory. laght weeks* pay alone, they faid, 
was proinlfed ; a rmall part of fifty-hx wceliv, wiiich 
they c'laim .'d as their due : No vifible J’ecuritv was 
jC'ivc'ii for the rcruainder.; And havincr been declared 


public 

enemies 

by 

ii 

coiriTnoni., they 


t here- 

aher b 

c prniccvi 

led 

:i 

s Inch, I'n'c.'s tlic 


iniiioii 

were i < 




)’-c iiieltcrs came to 

thi ,! 

le 'i f^ nt 

C'toiuv 
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to ciy tiic 'lorcx ol’rheii auilioiity *. 'i'hey voted that 
ai! tile trocro whi h did rot cnga!;e for Ireland, 
flumh; jnilau’.l) he uilbanded in their quartersAt 
tlie lame time, the ccnmicl of the army ordered a 
general rendezvpus (>f all the regiments, in order to 
prtivide for their commqn interells. And while they 
thus prepared themfeives for oppofition to the par¬ 
liament, they flruck a blow, which at once decided 
the victory in their favour. 

A PAR'i’Y of five hundred horfe appeared at IIoI- 
denby, conducted by one Joyce, wdio had once been 
a taylor by profelllon; but was now advanced to the 
rank of cornet*, and w'as an active agitator in the 
army. Without being oppofed by the guard, whofe 
afi'e^ions wxre all on their fide, Joyce came into 
the^ king’s prefeqce, armed with pillols, and told 
him, that he lAifl immediately go along with Jiim. 
Whither ? faid the king. ’To the nrmy^ replied 
jo^cc. By what’warrant ? alked the king. Joyce 


1 Riifli, vol. vii. p 497. 50J. Wliihccke, p. sjo. 
a Kcfn. vol, vii. p, 487. 
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pointed to the foldiers, whom he brought • aJong ; 
tall, handfoine, and well accoutred. 7 'our ivarranty 
laid Charjes, finiling, is’ivrit in fair charnders, le^i- 
//.V ‘iclihoiil fp'.'Uir'j:^ The parliamentary commif- 
Jivn^.r^ came into the room; I'hey afleed Joyce, 
w he! her lie had any orders from the parliament? he 
laid, -/Vb * iVoin the General ? 'No: By what autho¬ 
rity lie came ? lie made the fame reply as to the 
king: 'They ’iccuhi 'ivrilc^ they laid, io the par- 
Uament to hiwv their ptenfiirc. 7 b,v 7 nay do fo, replied 
jiayce ; (>ut in the m.mi time the hing inujl imme- 
dmtcly go ^a:ifh n;c. Reft dance was vain. 'J'he king, 
alter protracting the time as, long as he could, 
went into lih; coach ; and was hikly condndcvl to 
the arr.iv, wh.o were ha!'--;ning to their lendozvous 
at 'I rlplo-l iea;h, trear Cambridge. T he parlia¬ 
ment, informrd of this event by ih'ir c'^mmillioners, 
were thrown into the utmod ccni’teinati in 

1'’a:k.iax Iihurcil was no lels farprifed at tlte 
Idmg’s arrival. Thai bold mcafurc, exi^utcd by 
hiyce, had never 't-cca commim'ieated to the gene- 
lal. 'J'hc onlei3 w ere entirely verl ai; :;rd nolxidy 
avowed them. And while every one aiiecicd allo- 
iiirnmeiu at the e; ferprilc, Ctomwcl, by whofe 
council it had been directed, arrived from London, 
and put an end to their deliberations. 

This artful and audacious Confpirator had con¬ 
ducted himfeU in the parliament with fuch profound 
dilLmulation, with fueh refined hypocrify, that he 
had long deceived thofe, who, bein]g liierafelves very 
dexterous pracdiiiouers, *in the fame arts, fiiould na¬ 
turally hiive entertained the more fufpicion againft 
others. At every intelligence of diiorders in the 
arniy, he was moved to the highed pitch of grief 
and of anger. He w'ept bitterly : He lamente^d tho 
misfortunes of his country: He advi fed ever# vio¬ 
lent meafure for fupprehing the mutiny ; and by 
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i’- fhjfj cuiinfch;, at oiico fceincd to evince 

his (ivvi) liiici.riiy, and cnilamcd thufc difeontents, of 
wli’ch IiL' iniciidt-d to nrakc advantage. He obteft- 
ed heaven and earth, that his devoted attachment to 
the parliament ha-.l rendered him fo odious in the 
army, that his life, while among them, was in the 
utmofl ilanger ; and he had very narrowly elcaped 
a eonipiracy formed to affafiinatc him. But in¬ 
formation being brought, that the malt active of¬ 
ficers and amiators wcie entirely his cieatures, the 
parliaiiKUlary leaders fccretly refolved, that, n^xt 
day, when lie IhouKl come to the houic, an accu- 
fation Ihoulvl be cut-.red aefainlt him, and he lliould 
be lent .to the Tower’'. Cromwel, who in the 
coiuliKd of his di.!peiate entcriirife.s frequently ap- 
proiu hed i>> the very brink of dellruclion, knew 
how to mak*' the lequihte turn with proper dex¬ 
terity and boldueis. Being infoimed of this defign, 
he hallened to the camp; where he was received 
wiili aeoiatnadon.s. and was irduiutly i'lveited with 
the uiprvmie ce'mmat'd, b Al; <>] general and army. 

F.mki'w, iiavinir tnidler t.de.L'- himi'clt for ca- 
hal, nor jicneua^oii to uifeover the calials of others, 
had given Ids eniire ronlldcjice tj) tiromwel; who, 
by the bci'i-coloured pieicnccs, and bv the appear¬ 
ance ot an <''p'.u fmeefity and a ferupuious con- 
fcicncc, impoled ok the caiy nature of this brave 
and virtuous man. 'J’hc council (d oHicers and the 
agitators were movetl altogether hv Cromwel’s di- 
rcction, anil conveyed his will to the whole army. 
By hi.s profpunJ and artfuf conduct, he had now at-, 
laincvl a liluatiori, where he couid ctner his enter- 
prilcs from puljlic view ; and fceniing cither to obey 
she timands fuperior odiccr, or yield to the 

movements of the Ibldiers, could fecretly tiavc the 
wayTor Ivis future greamels. While llie diforders 
of tfie army were yet in their infancy, he kept at a 
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It.I his !:(u.r;icrk--i'- nvcrfKm might throw a c n A i\ 
'lii ;ti'lu, 01 liLs 1 « crcl cticoviragemtnt be- 
11 o the parliament. As foou us they 
w ■I'utuilly, he .'pcnly jc-iiicu tlie noops ; tind 
■; (i iiieal nioment. Itruck tliat Important blow 

< . ■ • the king’s peri’on, anu deoriving the par- 

}' e'l. IT ol :ii)V rclbnrce of an aecoinmodation \vit!i 
h'i>! I hough one vizor leil oil, another flillrc- 
i.i .o J to e*)ver his natural coimtenance. 'Wlieie 
t (.!ev was 11qi’dilte, he couhi eittjho} liie moli i:*- 
e ; '■ {uUieuce : Where celeilty \\..s n-.eod'ary, 

I'.- ov A- !■. a deeilion. And hv thus ‘uniLuicr in his 
pi.ji.)n tlte ntoll oppofiie talents, ho was enabled to 
eo.iai.me the moit contrary im^rells in a Ihbiervi- 
ciK v t(' his j'ecrct purpofes, 

d’o;- parliament, though at prel'ent defencelcfs, 
porHii'ed of many rehnirces ; and time might 
e '.Ao' enable them to lalUl. that virdence Miih wliieli 
niev were threatened. Without farther delibera- 

J 

tioii, thev.-fore, (iromwel advanced the arnjy upon 
them, and arriveddn a lew ilays at St. Albans. 

Not'uko t ould be more popular than this ho- 
hiiity which the army comtneneed «gainll the par¬ 
liament. As much as ih i< aflernblv was once the 
idol cef the nation, as much was it now-become the 


'T'l , 

n. itb 


ol'ietf of general hatred and'averfioii 

Thj: felf-denying ordinance hit^l no longer been 
pul in execution, than til! Kflex, Manchelier, 
Wallei'l and the other officers of that party, luid 
Jcfigned their commiffion: Immediately after, it 
was laid aTidc by tacit coivfenr; and the member.s, 
fharing all oflices of power and profit among them, 
j>roi'eedcd with impunity in cxerdfing ads of op- 
preffioii on the hclplefs nation. 'I'hough the*ne- 
»tfiky of their riluation might ferve' as an apology 
for many of their mcafurcs, the people, not acCul- 
toiued to luch a fpecics of government, were not 
dilpolcJ to make the rcquifite allowances. 
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A SMALi. fupply of 100,000 pounds a year coul J 
never be obtained by former kin;;s from the jealous 
humour of parliaments; and the Engltfli, of all 
nations in Europe, were the Icaft accuftomed to 
taxes: But this parliament, from the commence¬ 
ment of the war, according to foine computations, 
had levied, in five years, ab(»ve forty millions ‘; yet 
were loaded with debts and incumbrailces, which, 
ijuring that age, wer^ regarded as prodigious. If 
ihefe computations Ihould be thought much ex¬ 
aggerated, as they probably are the taxes and 
impohlions were certainly far higher than in any 
jormer ftate of thc^Knglifli government ; aitd fuch 
poptilar-exaggeratluns are, at leall, a proof ol'popu¬ 
lar difeon tents. 

Do r the chTpofal of tins money was no lefs 
•.'u-(/; icii of s'en'-tal complaint the pailia- 

ihat’i the Lv\in'i ('fThe i'uin of -cOC'.oo.j 
pouitds thcv' openlv < jok, 'lis aformed and divided 
t’mong riieir own mombeas. 'jhe eommiiiLes, to 
whom the management of the dilk rent brandies ol 
revenue was cnlruftcd, never biiragin in their ac¬ 
counts, and had unlimited pow'cr of lecrcting what¬ 
ever lums they pleafed' from the pul.'iic tn aliire 
Thefe branches were ncedlefsly multiplied, in order 
to render the revenue more intricate, to Ihare the 
advantages among greater numbers, and to con¬ 
ceal the frauds of which they were univerfally ful- 
peckd ^ 

n 

* CletTient Wallicr’.s ITIRory of* the Two Juntoii, pnTreed to Ins 
Iliitory of Jiulcpcndcrcy, p.8. Tnis is an aulhorol I'pnit and In. 
I'fmnty ; and bein;: :i zc.ilonf. pnriiamcutaj *an, his auti ority is very 
coMl’ulcniblf, notuilhflarding the air of iatlrr whxh prL\aiii: in h s 
writings. T!i!'^ co/'put.itioii, however, h t ms much too large; 
efpecially as il.c tc^jnefiiMtions, during the tune o’l wav, cuukl not 
be iti coidukntbic as afterwards. 

Yet the r.:mc furn piecifely is nfilgned in another book, called 
it(.y il'JVedhjiy o! iuiglind, p. 207. 

'• CIcmtnt Walker’s iilfiuiy o! Independency, p. 3. 

Ibid, p* 8« id, ’,b'd. 

Txifi 
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Thk method of keeping accounts prar^.T;.:? iu 
f'cciiapier, -was coufenediy I'le cxacufl, the ii oiL 
-•‘uckiu, the bell known, an.d iIsl- ica.'S- iiabio m 
tram!. I’ho exchequer was. ior TP.it rcalv-.u, a*')')- 
a^id the revenue j-ut undci the :;ia;:a'>';nnn' 
C’i a eouinuitec who were (uhieiJt to no ^ jii. -i 
i uiL excife was ::n odi-.n!S tav, fon.ierl-v urikn'ev/:" 
tr. the nafon; and v>as new e\t udi.d’ov, r jTo- 
ililoiex .T. i the ceu\rv>n ncee'hnles v.I' in'-. !■’, 

one ir.'.ii oi r!.c pood end clvir<'.h, at:;'. hr ‘ wu- 
h.iU <ii !l ■ rents, and rev'Onnf- o: d - 

ei'-i i hiid r^\l, i v) ^I'eat ^ s ^ 

eU re hex jia ei liie''* .L._ie'ha.i. 
d’o the red, ihj r-'.dy do o;-.- 
.I only by].a\i!i;r ci •••; od.: io' ■ i lub- 
b'’’x;r the re\ceaiu, \sld h d-.y aLne ; t. d Jie- 

! . . i'eyoifT thef r.d oe, eati'.iii ol io tneuy an- 
'.'lee''..ntl Jioiionreble f.e.nd.LS, indillerent fpeetators 
( ■> ■.1.1 3 .lit but blame tiie harilfltip of puuiniinq with 
:i'' ’i l.narhy, arliuiis which the law in its uTu'al and 
11'•■ i'- imdi.'puted interpretation itri(Q.ly required of 
<\eij i'ihjett 

I fit leverities too, exerjifed againH: the epifcopal 
clergy, naturally alludeJ the royaliils, and even all 
men of candour, in a fenfibic manner, ’lly tlie mofi. 
moderate computation ', it appears, that above one 
i'ad)' nt the eftablinied clergy haJliecn turned out u* 
fx-yary and want, lor no’othev crime than their ad- 
r.'.'iar.g to the civil and religious principles in whielt 
tttvy had« been educated and lor ilicir attachment 
•to tl.ofe laws under whole countenance they had at 
otii cinbiaccd that ].troleflion. To renounce epil- 
< 'pacy and the liturgy, and to lubfciibe the co\e- 


y5 


T f 




‘ C.lament Walker^ Hlflory of Inilcj>cniU‘!''r}', p. S?- 
,vo-fi Ait'‘Mpt towards rttovLiin^ an Arcon^t m 
Nujnbtis iiptl SiifuTin^js of tlic CkTpy, J he parliamcul pie- 
to h-avc the rt<]iic il-crc(l clergy a fiith of their revenue ; i ut 
'makes it fuiiic.ently appear, th it thl*. provinon, I’ualiPV-tf 
V t;. t!tc ejvcUJ clvitTY- 

• mint. 
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c Ti A p. xip.nt, v;c’c the onlv {orms which could hive tlicin 
from lo i!t;oi;'Lisa !rU,e ; and ii tile Icall mark of 
16^7. )nali!’nu:vcY, a-, i; wa^ caiitrd, or ailcdioJi uVilu; Idnj;', 
V. ho I'o enlhvly loved t])cm, had ever efeaped rheir 
lips, even ihis hard choice was not permitted. TIils 
iaaed characler, which gives the priefthv'od hicli 
iuiihority t>vcr mankind, becoming more veneral-lc 
ooiu tiic I'ufrcrings endured, for the falu’ of prin¬ 
ciple, by ihelb dillrell'cd royaliffs, aggravaied the 
general indignation againll their perfecniors. 

Bi.'i what excited the rnoft imivcrf.il complaint 
was. the unlimited tyranny and defpotic rule o] ilie 
country-cominiltee.s.* During the war, tliv iliure- 
liouary power of thefe courts was excufed, front tlte 
flea of necellity : liut tlic nation was redact d to de~ 
fpair, w hen it faw neither cad put to their onredf u, 
nor bounds to their authority. Theie c .i.i.i ie- 
quefler, fine, intprifon, and corporally puniih, wiiii- 
out law' qr remedy. They inlernofed in (tuellions 
of private property. Under colour of malignancy, 
they cxercifcd vengeance againlt their private ctie- 
mies. d'o the olxioxious, and Ibmetimcs to the in¬ 
nocent, they fold their pnotedion. And iidlead of 
one flar-ehamber, wdiich had been aboliflied, a ereac 
number were anew ereefod, fortified wdlh better pre¬ 
tences, and armed\vilh more unlimited authority’. 

Could any thing have increafed tlte indignation 
againlt that llavery, into which the nation, from the 
too eager jjurfuU of liberty, had fallen, it mull 
■ have been the reliedion on* the pretences by wh'ch 
the people had fo long been deluded. The fanc- 
tined hypocrite'-., who called their oppreflions the 

t 

® Clement W.iU'-t’s^Jiftory of Iiulpeiidcney, p, 5- IIcllJs gives 
• \ic I'dT^e repreft ntaiiun as WaiKcr oi the plundering, oppi eHionH, aiut 
1 y?‘.»n%v of tlit' j) irlidiiscnt: Only, iujlcad c>! laying the laull on both 
parti'd, as Walker docb, he afenhes it folely to the iiidc]>eiulcr)t 
ladion. The prcfbytt iiiins, indeed, being commonly denominated 
thei;*u>di‘ni puty, ^vuuld tnobably be more inoflcuiivc* See Rufli, 
vol. vii. p, and 1,'ail. Ibft;- vol xv. p 
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t'-oiring of the Egyptians, and thdr rigid 
d’.c (lominioii of the cled, inrcrlardtd all iliiiri:',!- 
quiiics with long and fervcnc pnners, l.uc.ii ih,.in- 
kdvc's from hlufhing by their pious grimacc.s, and 
C-WK-iicil in the name of llie Lonl, all their eruelty 
on men. An undirgiiifed violence could be for¬ 
given : But fuch a mockery of the underRandiiig, 
li:e!t an abufe of religion, were, with men of pene¬ 
tration, oi»j<. els of peculiar refentment. * 

'J'nt; parliament, confcioin; of their decay in po« 
puhiriry. leeing a formidable armed force adva’uo 
upon tltem, were reduced to dclpair, and found ail 
theii refources much inferi(5r to ^he prefent neeef- 
fity. J.ondon Rill rdaineda Rrong attaciuuent to 
pixihyterianifm; and its militia, which was nuiue- 
ioin, and had acquired lepulation in wars, had by 
.1 late ordinance been put into lauids in whom tlte 
parliament could entirely roniide. 'I’his militia rvas 
now called out, and ordered to guard the lints^which 
had been drawn round the city, in order to feeure it 
againli the king. A body ol horfe was ordered to 
he i'lllantly levied. Many ot]lcer.s, ^'ho had been 
cafliiereil by the new model of tlie army, ofi’crcil 
their lervicc to the ptirliament. An anny of 5000 
nien lay in the north under the command ol general 
Buintx, who was of the prelbytcrjan laclion j but 
ihele w'ere too dillant to be employed in fo urgent 
a neceflity. The forces tleRined for Ireland were 
quartered in the weR ; and, though deemed faithful 
to the parli'ciment, they alfo.Iay at a diRancc. Many 
inland garrilbns were commanded by officers of the 
lame party ; but their troops,' being fo much dll- 
perfed, could at prefent be of no manner of fervier- 
rue ^rets were faithful friends, afW zealous lor 
prcihyteiy and the covenant; but a long time w«s 
required, ere they could colled their forces, anfl 
t’larch to the affidance of the parliament. 
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C II A P. In lliis fituatloii, if was thouj^ht more prudent to 
fubmit, and by comjjliancc to flop the fury of the 
1647. enraged army. I'he declaration, by which the nii- 
sthjune. htary petitioners had been voted jiublic enemies, 
was recalled and crafe’d from the journal-book *. 
This was the firft -fymptom which the parliament 
g^'.ve of fubmiirion; and the army, hoping, by 
terror alone, to cffccl all their purpofes, llopjjed at 
St. Albans, and entered into negotiation with their 
mailers. 

Hv;re commenced the encroachments of the‘mi¬ 
litary upon the civil authority. The army, in their 
ufurpations on thd parliament, copied exadly the 
model which the parliament itfelf had fet them, in 
their recent ufurpations on the crown. 

Every day they rofe In their demands. If one 
claim w^as granted, they had another ready. Hill 
more enormous and exorbitant; and were deter¬ 
mined .never to be fatished. At hrft they pre¬ 
tended only to petition for what concerned them- 
felves as foldicrs: Next, they mull have a vindica¬ 
tion of their charaftcr: I’hen it v/as ncceli'ary, that 
their enemies be punilhed “: At lafl they claimed a 
right of modelling the whole government, and fet¬ 
tling the nation 

They prefervejl, in words, all deference and re- 
fpeft to the parliament j but, in reality, infultc{l 
them and tyrannifed over them. That afl'embly 
they pretendeci not to accufe: It was only evil coun- 
fellors, who feduced and.betrayed it. 

*CtbJunc. They proceeded fo far as to name eleven mem¬ 
bers, whom, in general ternus, they charged with 
high treafon, as enemies to the army and evil coua- 


^ Rufli. voU vii. p. J03. 547* CKircndon, voL v. p. 45. 

^ Rufli. vol. vii. p. 50J, ^ Ibid* vol. vii. p. ^67. 633- 

Ibld. vol, viii, p. 731. 
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to tlsc parliari’.ent. Their names were* Hollis, CHAP. 
■ ir Pl'tiiip Ssa]>!cion, Jir William Lewis, Hr jolm 
(_:io;'.v,>r!liV, ilr William Waller, fir John Maynard, ^ 

M;dh" , (iiyn, Lonir Harley,anti Nicholas'. Thd'c 
wv;- the very leaders ot the prelbyterian party. 

(■'ll \ iufiited, that thefe members fhauld iramc- 
d'ur-'ly be iequelLred irom p:u-liamciit,a!id be throven 
,r,‘o 'priion-. 'I’he c^mimons leplie l, that they 
•.■•'.'hi Slot, upon a petieral ch.'rtm, ['r''e:cd fo ia.r *. 

’>’b ■ .irmy oblervcd to tticiii, liiat ih.u of .Strrd- 
; j .uul leni i were dirt el -v ■(-ydeiU'-. ' t that pm^ 
vt tad, the ekveu m.mbei, th^ailllv'c', 

"i 1 ' ’.ivc (r e.'.-.ioa Ivir tide >rd be,-',’.'d !> to rc- 
1 .ill til h. uPe ; a'.itl il'.e m'on, i :r ;o.c pt'-ieiit,, 
s -..•n-, ! hni'-lie i uidt ,his nra''h m aibnodiioti . 

;'a ! : 1 -snrs'o ciiat the p.trli.i'nenr iiiiMiJed to h-ry 
eoi n th.'in and :.>mvoi\e ti;;; tnrioii a aiu in 

i ' 

’ . • ’.ud t adu.1 Oil, tiiey rt f]n;re.1, t la: a!i nevy 
• .i'Miild !n llopjvd. The p.uiiniiei.r complied 
V, (• . demand * 

i- ii . beinp no fiepm ot rciiltanee, the army, 

■' :■ lo l.oe a.j'.pearanees, retnoyevl, at tite d.-if; 

’! o e i-ivliaineni, to a preater d’dtancc ironv * 

■di,. and (ixed thvii he.ul-qiiartci s at ii.,ji,..,. 

11 V ■. carried the kiit*!; ulony- with ti*cm ‘in all theh 

<3 * > . 




• \a jnince now found hliiTleli i.n a bertet 
'•'.'.'ion than at l-Ld lcnbv, and had ainaincel ^i.- o.’ 
'.-.-r de;p-ee offreedoiu, us well as ol eo.uideralijii, 
^'■ih ]->th‘pattk's. 

, ))i, iViciuk haul achefs to Iii,-; 'en.ee : His 

‘ inondenee with ih-* oueen w.is n Jt hotrrunte i t 

' *' \v(Mc to him, *:u i hr: \v:is i-.i- 

* 

'' -vto! iiic uie oi’ the liunarv : 1 !is.,eltlivlcu were 


tinllt \t»l vil. 'jL <5/0, y T' VtH. VTJ n 

** '• '*‘*1 v.i, [L 3*^1. ° r».Al. vui. \u p 

iol’I. , „ b r.Hfll. vcl. \H. It C'.i, 

-i. \ii. p, 5 ;a. J. 74 . 


\V:h 


Voi,. VIL 


II 


once 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


CHAP 

I,1X. 

l6 i 7 . 


once allo.wed to vlfit liini, and they pafTed a lew 
days at Caveriham, where he then refided ' lie 
liad not feen the duke of Gloccllerj his youngeft 
full, and the priiicefs Elizabeth, fince he left Lon¬ 
don, lIic commencement of the civil diforders' j 
nor tl’.e duke of York, fince he wxnt to the Scot- 
tiih army bei'ore Newark. No private man, unac¬ 
quainted with the pleafurcs of a court and the tu- 
nu’!c <.f a camp, more pallionately loved his family, 
than did this voml prince; and fuch an inltance ol 
tiidalgencc in me army rvas extremely grateful to 
iiiiii. Croinwel, v.h.u was witnefs to the meeting 
oi the royal family, confeffed, that he never had 
been present at fo leiuicr a feene ; and he extremely 
applauded the benignity which difpiaycd itfelf inthe 
•^^'hulc dilptiillioii and behaviour ol Charle.s. 

'I’liAC ariiul jioiitleian, as well rs the leaders of 
all parties, paved cuurl lo ihcking; and ibrtunc,iiot- 
tvithllandlng all his calamities, feennx! again to fmilc 
upon h’lRi. The parliamrnt, afraid of his funning 
fume accommodation vdih the army, addrcfled him 
in a more refpeclful flyle than formerly; and invit¬ 
ed him to rcfide‘at Richmond, and conuibiiie his 
mhftance to the feltieinent of tlie nation. 'Elie chief 
ofiic-i'f treated him with regard, and fpake on all 
ec."-.:'(u' relb^ring him to his juft powers and 
prt:c.g.’.'.ivcL-. In the public declarations of the 
army, liu let den; of his revenue and authority 
ver-'j indiicd on '.'iie ruyalifts, every where, en¬ 
ter i.'.ixcd hop:of t!;e rcih/raiion uf monarchy ; and 
tile lavoiir wh:''h ti.ey a.iivcriallv bore to the armv, 
coniri'.Mitcd v(. r, numh to diicourage the parliameiitj 


r 

C-’* T'l i":i,: p. '•/ 

*\,r E '• I M) fi'iVc W • chllt'ven, the pnrliamcnf fii 
G.'^o t''U! I'l’/i, t . . f'r’iltl {.'kt .IN c.'Hc at i«oiKlnn, 

c,-; l-f'e'icN J'lvi 1--i:!.-. .,n . tiiiKl be dont-ht. Pail. IliU- 

noL 1). ity. ' voL Yti, p. ct.Q, 
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Ti’i k’lvj' bcL’-nn to frcl ol' what confeouoncc he c n A r. 

f. 'ihc'iiorc the iialioiU'l cc-riftinoiis iiicieufed, 

*: was he. cr^r fidciu tlu.t a!! parries v-’i'iiKi, it.j;;, 

K'IimIi, have la (Xnirh- lo !‘is Iautb--:i!y :i5 

' -^alv reintdv hor t!ic tu^biic dii-jidcis, 11 :' -u^v- 
' ^ ^ 

-..’i/L'jUl Jail- i'a, on il-',cral oftMl' 

- i.uLHct jilllc iLj iijt.:." , !•' /■•-' A 

;> ’.;)ie v.iclioiil {fovcr.'iirein ai.i! t ;;!!■ u' ".'.ty, a 
Imiiu'JiI williout aulhon'.',* ;;'i t-/ii.y \.i.a 
''Inallvr: Diltrutions rvi' 

). ..i coi)\ullion:;: l'V(i:;i (■'. c 

. V hleh coulu liot lui;^ eoi.-ioiK-, :.',i iitui, he 
' ' I V. ouU he brought lo rei!>>.l oa aueier.t 

uader which ilu’v luul iluir aac'/lors 
i ' 'o injig cnj')ye-Ji hajipii;el") ;uk! lim!; ]i;’i;hy. 

’iiu,.:Gii Chiarles kejit his cars open t.- ali yrn- 
■ nuls, and cxpeclcJ to hohl l!ij buian-;-. txtween 
he oppohtc parties, he ciUcrtaincd more li -ohs oi 
iiconaaoJatiun wkh’the -army, hie had 
'.need the extreme rigour of the parliament. 'J'h-vV 
'letcixicd totally to annihilate his autlfority ; '’i'h.cy 
• laid contined his peifon. In both ihcfe particulars, 

' iae army fhowed more indulgence^. He liad a Iree 
Imercourfe with his friends. And in the propofals, 
t which the council of officers fent for* the lettlcmcnt 
of the nation, they infiftcd neither on the abolition 
fol epiicopaicy, nor of the punifhment of the rcy- 

I idillsthe two points to which the kibg had the 
ntolh extreme' reluftance: And they demanded, that 
■a j'triod fhould be put to the prefent parliament; 
the event for which he mod ardently longed. 

Hi- conjunction too feemeti more i^itural with* 
the generals, than with that ufurping aflembly, wlio * 
pad lo long aflumed the entire fovereignty of the * 

Pa^e, and who had declared their refolution Hill to 
Continue mafters. By gratifying a few perfons with , 

t ^ Warwick, p. joj. Pari, flift. vol. xvi. p. 40-* Clarendon, 
rP- 50. • y 
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tides rmd prcfi rnien!:', lie nilejht drnw over, he 
hoped, the VAjiole miliraiy power, and, in an in- 
Rant, reinilate hiadVR in his civil authority. To 
Iretoii lie ofi'ered the iieuteuanrv of Ireland: To 

J 

Croinwel, tlie garter, the title ol earl or' Isflex, and 
the coniinar.d of tlie army. Negotiations to thi: 
pnrpofe \vt re h'cretly conducled. Cromwel j>ro- 
tended to hearken to tlicni; and was well plcaled to 
keep the door open lor an accommodation, il' th>' 
courle of events flionld, at any time, tender it ne- 


cellary. Ant' the king, who had no I'ufpicion tha; 
one born a private gentleman, could entertain the 
daring amhuinn of ieizing a fccplrc tranrniifted 
fliroiigh a long line of numarchs, indulged hope,-, 
tliat he would, at hill, embrace a meafiire which. 


by ail the motives of duty, intcrelf, and fai'ety, feeni- 
cd to be rccominciuled to him. 


Wnri.i-. Cromwel allurt.d the king by ihefc cx- 
peefations, he Rill r-imtlmied his feheme of reducing 
the parliament to fuhjr.clion, and depriving; them ol 
all means of .rifiRance. To gratify the army, the 
parliaiiK. nt invellcd Fairfax with the title of general 
in chief of all the forces in. England and Ireland ; 
and eiitruRed the whole military authority to a per- 
lon who, thouipi well inclined to their fervicc, 
was no lon'>^er at his own diinofal. 

Tiif.y voted that die tmops which, in obedi¬ 
ence to them, hail iiiliRed for Ireland, and del’ertid 
the rebellious army, fliould be dilbanded, or, in 
other words, be punifhed for their fidelity. The 
forces in the north, under Point?:, had already mu¬ 
tinied againf] tb.eir general, and had entered into an 
affodatioii viih that body of the army which wa.^ 
ilo fucccl’sfully employed In exalting the military 
'■ abiA'c the civil authority 

That no refourt e might remain to the parlia¬ 
ment, it was dcuiandcil, that the militia of London 


« Ix'ipH vol p (ii\. 


Rioulc 



C H A R L 1C S I. 


i: r 


1647. 


loth 


•'Mould he changed, tlie prclljyt-'nan commilViontrs C H A p, 
jiljuaced, and the command rcitored to tlioCc who, 
dining the,courle of the war, had con(hni-!y exer- 
<ll( i it. The parlianieiu even complieo with Jb 
\i''leut a demand, anil p.dled a M>ie in obedience to 
die aimy’. 

jiv this unlimited pal it nee they i^nrpefed to tem- 
j'Miile under iheir prefeut diiliculties, anti diO) hoped 
:o Imd a more favounible opportunity ibr recover, 

(,'uj: tlicir authoritv and inliueiice: But the impa- 
tieiu'c ul ilie city lofl them all the adv.uit.’ge ol their 
v'uitious meafnre^. A petition againil ilic alteration 
■'i' die militia was Carrie] to V' ejmin er, aticmled 
! •. die ajtjneiirices and liditious multitude, wlio be- 
1.' Mcd the ilour ol the Jiom'e ol cwtumoii:- , and by 
;l-v ir e himouv, nude, ;mel eiul-eure, obiieeii them to 
i. vtrletliat vote, wliicli rhev ha.l [faded fb lately. 

'•’•’ilea y.rtuiiled in ihi'. pre!',.niton, they immediately 
dlir-.ih J, and li't the parliaiiKii' at iiliertyh 

bvo Idem r w.IS intelligence oi this liimellt con- 
\.\e.; to taiing * tium the army was put in mo- 
d' ii. 'i he two lu.ules being unde) reliraint, they 
ueue refolved, tin v lin'd, to vintli«.aite, againil the 
l"djdows eitizens tiie inva'ded privileg'cs ot parlia- 
ntei.r, and rellore thiit ali’embly to iis ju(l Ireedom 
oi d'.hate and connl'el. In their way to London, 
tluA' were drawn in) on I ioimfio'^-heath : a formi- 
‘hitif body, twenty ihoul'and Urong, and determined. 

Without legard U) law's or libel (y, to purlue what¬ 
ever meaturcs their generals lh^)u!d flictafe to them. 

Here the moil favourable event happened, to 
ijuicken and encourage their advance, 'l lte fj^eakers 
ol the two houics. Manchtlier and Lenthal, at- 
tended by peer^, and :ihout l\^xy cominoii'ors, 
feen't ly retired ir<nu ll>c cily, prtl^nted 
Tlicmfclvt^s with their niac\‘s, anti a!I the endt;71 o, of 
t]}cir dignity j and cunipluining oi the violence put 


f > 
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r If AP. upon them, applied to the army for defence and 
' protection. They were received with fliouts and 
acclamations : RefpeCt was paid to them as to the 
parliament of England : And the army 'being pro¬ 
vided with fo plaufible a pretence, which, in all pub¬ 
lic tranfactions, is of great confequence, advanced 
to chaftife the rebellious city, and to reinftate the 
viokueil parliament 

Neitiii.r Lcnthal nor Manchefter were efteemed 
Independents ; and fuch a fteji in them was unex¬ 
pected. But they probably forel’aw, that the army 
mull, in the end, prevail; and they were willing to 
pay court in time to that authority, which began to 
predominate in the nation. 

Thi; parliament, forced from their temporinng 
ir.eafiircs, and obliged to refign, at once, or combat 
for their liberty and power, prepared themfelvcs 
vith vic'Our lor ilclencc, and determined to refill the 
violence of the army, 'fhe two houfes Imintdiately 
(hole new fpeahi..r;;, lord Huufdon, and Henry 
Eel I ram : "i bey renewed their f'r.-icr orders for en- 
lllUng tioi'ps; They appointed Tvlalfcy to be com- 
niiviuier : I hev/ndcred the Haire d bands to luau 
the lines: And the wliok city was in a lerineiit, and 
rclbunded Vviih miliiary preparations'". 

■\Viir.N any intelligence anivud, tliat the army 
flopped or retreal,otl, the fltout of One and ad, ran 
with alacrity, from flreet to flreet, among the 
citizens : When news came of their advancing, the 
cry of Treat and capitulate^ was no lefs loud and 
vehement". The terror, of an univerl'al pillage, 
and even niaffacre, had feized the timid inhabit- 

* t 

ants. 

a 

As the army approached, Rainfborow, being fent 
by t’he general'over the river, prefented. himfelf be¬ 
fore Southwark, and was gladly received by fome 


^ Rufh* vol. vHi, p. 7^0. Clarendon, vpl. v, p, {3, 

» Kulh* vol vii p. 646. » Wliitlocke,. p. %<>s. 
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iokiierr, who were quarter-cd there for its defence, ^ 
rind who were r'efolved not to feparate their intcrdli; ^ 
rom tho/o of the army. It bthovv.d then the par¬ 
ti imcnt to fubinit. The arn^y inarched in triumph 
:hrou5^h the city, but preferved the j^reatefl; order, 
decency, and appearance of huniilirv. They con- 
>!iicted to 'Weiiniinllcr the two i'i»c.rKcrs, who took 
their feats as if nothing had happmeJ. 'flic eleven. 
TTiiptached members, being accufed as audiors of 
the tumult, v/cre c'.pellcd ; and inoft of them re¬ 
tired beyond fea: Seven peers were impeached: 
i'lic m;iyor, one flieriff, and three alderiiun, fent 
' I die l ower: Several citizens’and oliirers of tin. 

: liiitia comtnitLtd to prifon; Every ileed (1 the. 
;\uliament annulled, from the day th'the tmriuli ti;! 
:'ic return of the fjieakers : 1 lie Ihies iiPoui l!io 

city levelled: The iiiihda refloj''’d fo (h( indepen i. 
cats; Regiments quartered in \ hituiall and li.e 
-Meufe; And the parliament beln eouce-* c. a re¬ 
gular formed fert’itude, a .y w'as a.jiiiointed of lo- : 
Icmn thankfgiving for the reiteration ol its liberty '. 

TifF. indepentlcnt party amopg«thc coninmns ex¬ 
ulted in their victory. I'he v. iiole authority of the 
nation, they imagined, was now fidged in tltcir 
hands ; and they h«ad a near proioeEt of moulding 
the government in . that imagwiary repuhiio which 
had long been the objcfl of their wiflics. They had 
fecretly concurred in all encroachments of the mili¬ 
tary upon the civil power; and they expefteJ, by 
the terror of the fword,- to impofe a more perfect 
fyftem of liberty on the reluctant nation. All parties, 
the king, the church, the parliament, the prefbyte- 
rians, had been guilty of errors fines the commence¬ 
ment of thefe diforders: Bur it ifiult be confeAed^j 
that this delufton of the independents and rejfbbH- 
cans was, of all others, the mofl contrary to com¬ 
mon fenie and the cltablifhcd! inaxiius of polii^y. 


• Rufhworth, vol vtii. p.797, 5 cc. 

H a 


Yet 


to3 

H A P. 
l.IX. 

iC4 7* 


I Itf riuny 
the 

j-ji I 



104 


HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


C IT A p. 
MX 

J647. 


Yet were the leaeers of tliat parly. Vane, Ficnn.efr, 
St. John, hiarlin, ihe men in England the motl 
celebrated for profound tliought and deep contri¬ 
vance; an.I by their wiil-coioured pretences and 
profeflietis they had over-reached ihe whole nati('n. 
To dfcuhe inch liieii, would argue a fuj^erhuive ca- 
pacilv i'.i CroMiWtl ; were it not that, b'.fiJ.rs the 
grea! ..ilVeiv, lice llicie is betw.eu dark, crooi.ed coiin- 
cih' and inn wi'd tn, an ixorbitant pdlion 1 '. v rule 
r:u at:'!)•••’.liV v Hi make ti’.e nu'it pruJei.i o-vcrf.'ok 
ih ; . V us n I'll .!•’ uce.'.o inch nieauoe'';n let m 

to !■ 11 !, in ;;:;v ' > . to ch-ir own adv.iin eiiutit. 

m 

H t;!. it a<ie i;. :V aim\, haviu;r eltafMIuui their 
.kT.:,i;ii .'ii o'.er di" I'.ai'l'ameni anii cil\, \v.:iiuted t<j 
brio.'; ifif iviti-', 10 f jj!on-co.i>: I, .okI he livtil, 
jor loiKe t iiic, m ihof pa’i.ici', wiih an ajijHaiaiii.u ol 
<ii;,ni;y and !uxtlon). .Sncli topi.ibi.'il) oi temper 
diti he poih 1 .-.. that duriive all the variety ed’ iuitmie 

wliich he undiivvenl. no diliereiiee \\a> ’nveeived in 

^ * 

his t'-umenunce en behaviour; and tiioiigh a pri- 
fouer, ir. lUe hamt:, of l.i, mult inveterate cnennieo, 
he (uppctUCel, loiv.iids ail who apiiroai hed him, the 
niaje'dv oi a nu.narc'.i; pand that neither with lels 
nor greater (laie than he' Itad been ace'ullomeil to 
ra:ilnLaiu, IJ!.-', manner, wh eh was not in iifell po¬ 
pular nor gratioitSy now appeared aimable, Iroin its 
grea' ineekacls and equality. 

T fi.; parliament renewed iheirapplications to him, 
and preiented Ijini with the lame conditions which 
they had oflereti at Ncwcalihe Tiic king declinetl 
'ace'epring them, and delired the pailiaincnt to take' 
the pn poi'itis oi the army into conlideratlon, and 
make them the foundation of the public letiiemcntk 
lie' itill ence-rlaiRee! heipes that his negotiatiems with 
tiicte generalwould be crowuetl with luccels; 
thdiigh every thi!;g, in tliat particul.ir, daily 
bore a worfe aft ecf. Jvlrfl. hiilorians have ihouojjt 
that (.,’re'mv/ei never was fmccre in his proief- 

. ** ilufln vvU viii, p. 
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fjouv; raid that, having by force rendered liiir.fclf 
ijiiiitri of the king’s perfou, and, by fair pivtcures, 
tiuircd ?hc countenance ('f the royaiifls, he Ir.ul 
(.niidoyed ihefc advantages to llie caHaving of the 
a.uiu And aberwards thoc.ghi of luahing hut 
;jie idri iilliitnent of his own uuhnilied aurlioriiv, 
ait!. uhic'‘ he eiteenicd the reitorali'ii, and caeri 
:lr ol liie king, altogether iiic a.'.parihle. 'i'his 
Opinion, I'o much warrantcii by ihe lioinaile's am*- 
uiid profound dillimulativni of his cluirat'tcr, 
.titjfr,-; \K\\h roa.lv bklicf': thouL;]i it is mort* iwrcc’A- 
bi( to t!>c narrowiiels of huiutui views, and the 
..i.'ri-OKis of futmity, to funpofe! tin.t llii.s d.ting 
.d'uper was guided hv events. a”d did not as iit 
tjjt, with anv ailhratiee, that utijiarallcl-d great- 
: V.Itiv't; he afterwards attained. i\ia;tv v. ritut.s 

' tli.r. age have alte; od ■, tliat he ri.aHy intend-. ] 
*•; make a private bar'.-In with ih.e kin.! ; a ineafure 

\.V h e .t i 11. vf tile m..I- L pitUu:t dc- i^ ^ .i■ .. >^l.. *. u 

!■’! his (.ill,!-, and sidvancetui. et ; f’uil liiat he feimj 
met able aldicuules in laconcillng to it ilie wdd 

I « • 

i!.; .)• >l 1 i s of the r.rrny. I'lie hornir and .indpalliy 
oi ideie ianalics had, 1-or njany vea.rs, been ariJully 
foinenicd agtiiTili Cri.'.ile;;; and thoi gli. their jnin- 
ciplcv u.-ve i»n all oecaltons enillv warned and eluded 
h\ jirivatc intercll, vet was ionitj colouring requi- 
fiie, and a Dal contradiclion to all former prolel- 
fto!,-,, at’.d tenets could not iafdy he propof'ed to 
o'k-iu. It is certain, at lead, that (^romwt'l iteule 
i'ie ot tiiij! reafon, whv he admitted raieiv of vilits 

' j , 

houi the king’s friends, aiul Jhowed htls iav'-urlhan 
f-rnierly to the royal caufe. Tiic agitators, he faid, 
had tendered him odious to the army, and liadje- 
prelfc-;it(jd liiin as a traitor, who, k)r the fake of 
I'livate inf'eielt, was ready (o betiay (he caule ^f 
^»‘h 1 to the great enemy (d piety and religion. Ilc- 
b'Craie projects too, he aireHeJ to be lecrelly form ¬ 
ed, for the minder of the king j and he pretended 

ij'>tc VC I at llu tn>I o; thcvi?!umc. * 
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CHAP, much to dread lefl all his authority, and that of 

commanding oHicers, would not be able to re- 
1647. fttain thefc cnthufialls from their bloody purpoies 
Intelligi.kce being daily brought to the king, 
of menaces thrown out by the agitators, he began 
to think of retiring from liumplon-court, and ot 
putting himfelf in fome jdace of falety. The 
guard:; were doubled upon Iilni : 'Ihe proiuircuous 
concourfe of people reflraiiicd ; A more jealou: 
care exerted in attending his perfon: .-'Jl, undev 
colour of protecting him from danger ; bii! realK 
with a view of ipaking him unealy in In'! prefent 
lituation. 'fhefe artiilccs Ibuu produce ! ilie in- 
teuJea eii'eCt. Cdiarles, who was naturahv apt to 
be I'wayed by oounfel, and vvin. liad not then accei's 
ro any good couiifc!, took luddeiiiy a rclo’uii ;n o! 
withdrawing himfelf, tlton h witiiotit any concerttd, 
at lead any rational, lehcine ior the future dilpofal 
iitliN&v. of his perfoii. y\ltonded only h.y hr John Berkeley, 
Afhburnham, and Leg, he privatdy left Hamptnn- 
couri; and Ills efcape was no.t dilcovered till near 
an hour after ; Vheu thofe who entered his chamber 
found on the fable fomb latci.s direefcd to the par- 
liair.cnt, to the gcurrai, and to the olficca- who 
had attended himAll night he travelled through 
tile ioreft, an.d af rived next day at Titchheld, a feat 
of the earl of bouthampton’s, where the countefs 
dowager refided, a woman of honour, to whom 
tlie king kneW he miglit fafely entruft his perfon. 
Before he arrived at thi^ place, he had gone to the 
fea-coaft; and expreflfed great anxiety, that a fhip 
which he feemed to look for, had not arrived ; and 
thence, Berkeley and Leg, who were not in the 
' fgcret, conjedured, that his intention was to ‘tranf- 
p.ort himfelf beyond fea. 

The kins The king could not hope to remain long con- 
cealed at Titchheld: What nieafure fliould next be 
W’fcht. ‘embraced was the quehion. ,ln the neighbourhood 


f Clarendon, vol. v, p, 76, 
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lay the ifle of Wight, of which Hammond v?as go- c IT a p, 
vernor. This man was entirely dependent on '' 
Croniv.cl.. At his recomineiidaiion he ha:! married 
a daughter of the famous Hampden, who, during 
his liietirne, had been an intimate friend of Croni- 
vvel’s, and whofe memory was ever rcfpeicted by 
him. Thefe circumllances were very unfavourable: 

Yet, bccaufe the governor was nephew to Dr. Ham¬ 
mond, the king’s favourite chaplain, and liad ac»- 
quired a good charadler in tl\e army, it was thought 
proper to have recourfe to liim, in the prefent exi¬ 
gence, when no other rational expedient could he 
i'eought of. Afliburnham and iJerlcelcy were clif- 
jxuched to the ifland. 'I'hey had orders not to in- 
:onu Hammond of the place where the king was 
eonccalcd, till they had firft obtained a juomiic 
irom him not to deliver up his majeuy, though the 
pailiamcnt and army fliould require him; but to 
Jell ore him to his liberty, if he could not protect 
him This promife, it is evident, wnulu have 
been a very flender fecurity: Yet even without cx- 
acling it, Afhburnham, imprudentjy, if not trea- 
cheroufly, brought Hammond to I'itchficld ; and 
the king was obliged to put himfelf in his hands, 
and to attend him to Carifbr.oke caRle in the ifie of 
Wight, where though received ^ith great demoti- 
ftrations of refped and duty, he was in reality a 
pvifoner 

Lord Clarendon * is pofitive, that the king, 
when he fled from Hampton-court, had no inten¬ 
tion of going to this ifland ; and indeed all the cir- 
cumftances of that hillorian’s narrative, which we 
have here followed, ftrongly favour this opinion. But 
there^ remains a letter of Charles’s to the earl of 
Laneric, fecretary of Scotland, in which he plalriy 
intimates, that that meafure was voluntarily eiA- 
hraced ; and even inflnuates, that, if he had thought 
proper, he might have been in Jerfey or any oth^r, 
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(' Tl *1- !’• pIlU' c oV faHtv i'cihnps, he fiiii confiJcJ in the 
proiuilts ef liio irrr.Liv.!^. :r.:ti jhirtercd hinih if, that 
ig^7. il he ttf'rc uinoved Iroin the liirv of the. agitators, 
by wl’.ich hi;, !;L’ was iniinediately threatened they 
would execute what they had To idteu proinifed iu 
his h'.vi'i’.r. 

vr.; may be the truth in tiiis matter; foi 
it is impoilible Uiilv to alieriain the truth; Chtules 
never took a weaiver Hep, nor one more agreeable to 
Croinwi-i and all his epemics. Tie was now iodtred 
in a place, rc-nioved Irom liis partil'ans, at the rJif- 
pol'al oi the tinny, wheiice it would be very diffi¬ 
cult to deli’vxi hiii>, tither bv force or arlihcc. And 
thougli it was ahvtu;, in tlic power ol Crom»\eh 
w!iene\er he plealed, to liave fenl him thither; yd 
fuel) a mtalure. whliout the king’s c<mie}it, would 
have been very invidious, ii not attended with fomc 
dangir. That the l;ing Ihouid voluntarily throw 
hitnleli into tlic fnare, and thereby gratily his ini- 
placabfe pcrlecutois, was to thciii an incident pecu- 
liarlv fortunate;, and jiroved in the iliue very fatal 
to liim. , 

Cromwel being now entirely niaficr of the par¬ 
liament, and Irte Iro-m ail an.\icly with regard to 
the cuilody ol the king’s perfon, i;j.plied hitnleli 
ferioufly to queliplioi'c difortlers in the army, whiclr 
he hiinleU hail fo artlully railed, and fo I'ufcersfullv 
employed againli both king and parliament. In 
order to engage liie troops into a rebellion againl! 
their makers, he liad encouraged an arrogant fpirit 
among the inferior officers and private 11x11; and 
tlic camp, in ina.ny relpecls, carrictl more the ap¬ 
pearance of civil liberty than of military obedienct. 
'I'he triHips theinl'elves w'cre formed into a kind of 
' s-'public; and the plans of imaginary republics, for 
<?ii Ictllemeiit oj the Hate, were every day the topics 
of converfation among thefe armed iigiflarors. 
, Royally it was agreed to aboliffi ; Nobility muH be 

. " Si’c Nuti’ [U j at t!ic eiiil of the volinvx. 
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isfulc: Even ail ranks of men be levelle*!; nnJ 
univerfa equality ul propjrly, as v.eil as of 
pjwer, bv! introduced amoti'; the eiti/ens. Tiie 
! lints, they faid> were the fait <'f the eaith ; An en- 
parity ha 1 place amoiiji; the elecl: /Vnd, lay the 
lame uile, that the apollies were enahed Iroin the 
moll ignoble proteffions, the inL.tncli ]'enti]i_l, if en- 
!;^;htened by the Spirit, was entitled to eiiual regard 
\vith the greatcll commander, in ord.r to wea*ii 
rile Addiers from thefe liceniioir; m.axim.-g (‘rounvei 
fiad ilfued orders for difeontiiiuin-!; tl'.e nteetiims of 

t ' \'I 

lii j agitautrs; and he pretcnde.i to pay entire obi’- 
dicitce to the parliament, \v!to;?i, being nou t’uily 
rediucd to fubjection, he juiipoli d to make, lor tlie 
•mure, the inllrinnents oi’ his autlioritv. liui the 
f irrlLrs^ for lo that party in tlie army was called, 
liiiving- experienced the fwcets oi dominion, would 
not 11) cafdy be ds''prived of it. 1 hey ii.'cretly ctm- 
Miuicil their meetings; 'riiev alfertcd, tl^.it tiieh- 
oliicers, as much*as any part of the clmrch or ii ite, 
!>ecded relormatioii: Several regimi.is:,', u)hmJ 
ieditious remonflranccs and 
t ejide/.voufes were concLiric 
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leaded to anarchy*and confufion, Eai d::ui!i* 
per was foon cured by the rougli, but dexterous;, 
hand of Cromwel. He chofe ithe oono; -aniiv ot 

fc * V 

a review, that he might difplay the greater boidoefs 
and fpread tlie terror the wider, lie llk'f.ed the 
ringleaders before their companioiis: He’d in llte 
field a council of war : Shot one mutineer inlraic.lv: 
And ftruck fuch dread Into the red, that they -pre- 
lently threw down the fymbols oi ledbioji, wliich 
they had difplayed, and thcneetorili returned to 
their wonted difciplinc and obeeie.ft-c. *, 

Cromwki, had great deference for the counirei,; 
of Ireton; a man who, having grafved the lordhr 
the lawyer, the flatefman on the faint, had 

vol, V ii^p. S4?. R59. 
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■aiK'.ptal fui’h piinciples as were fitted to introduce 
the I'evcrclt tyranny, while theyfeemed topncouragc 
ihc moll unbounded licenfe in human fociety. 
I'iircc in his nature, though probably fincere in his 
intcnt!t'-ns, he purpofed by arbitrary power to ella- 
blbli lib^.rly, and, in prol'ecution of his imagined 
religious purpofes, he thought himfelf difpenfed 
from all the ordinary rules of morality by which 
in'ici ior mortals mull allow themfelves to be go¬ 
verned. from his luggeltion, Cromwel fecretly 
called at \Vindlor a coi.ncil of the chief officers, in 
order to deliberate coucerninor the fettlement of the 
nation, and the future dii'polal of the king’s perfon''. 
In this conference, which commenced with devout 
prayers, poured forth by Cromw^el himl'clf, and 
other iufpired pcrlons (lor the officers of this army 
received infpiratlon with their commiflion), was firft 
opened the daring and unheard-of counfel, of bring¬ 
ing the king to jullicc, and of punilhing, by a ju¬ 
dicial fcnience, their fovercign, for his pretended 
rvrannv and mal-adminillration. While Charles 
lived, even though reft rained to the clofefl; prifon, 
conrjiiracies, they knew, ‘ and iiifurredlions w'ouUl 
never be wanting in favour of a prince, who was fo 
extremely revered and beloved by his own party, 
and whom the natibn in general began to regard 
with great aficAion and compaffion. To murder 
him privately was expofed to the imputation of in- 
juftice and crueky, aggravated by the bafenefs of 
■ fuch a crime; and every odious epithet of Traitor 
and Ajfdjfin wmuki, by the general voice of man¬ 
kind, be undifputably aferibed to the actors in I'uch 
a vilhuiy. Some unexpected procedure mult be at¬ 
tempted, which would aftonifh the world by its no¬ 
velty w'ould bear the femblance of jullice, and 
would cover its barbarity by the audacioufnefs of 
the enterprife. Striking in with the fanatical no- 
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w.,ns of the entire equality of mankind, it \\ould c h a 
ciilure the devoted obedience of the anv.y, and 
Ijrve as a general engagement againlt the royal fa- 'Tt' 
whom; by their open and united deed, they 
a iihi fo heinoully afl'ront and injure 
'i'ni'i mcafure, therefore, being fccrctly refolved 
,.r,, it was rcquifite, by degrees, to make the par- 
I'r.ment adcqjt it, and to conducl them from vio- 
let ’e to violence, till this laft act of atrocious ini- 
.'■aitv fhouki lecm in a manner wijoilv inevitable. 

j 

!'h: king, in order to remove'ihofc b ars and jva- 
anie*i, which were perpetually pleaded as realons 
jw.' every invafion of the conflitution, had oll'ercd, 

I'v a meflage fent from Clariibroke'-'ca:l!e, to refign, 

.Ir.ring his own life, the power oi the miiiiia and 
e.ic nomination to all the great ofkees ; provided 
".'lat, after his demife, thefe prerogatives thould 
LV.rt to the crown k But the parliament aided 
•iUi’.elv as viidors and enemies; and, in all their 
..niadions with him, payed no longer any r£gard 
m toidry or reafon. ‘At the inlligalion of the inde¬ 
pendents and army, they neglected this offer, and 
Iran ed four propofals, which they fent him as pre*- 
'ar.iinaries; and, before they v/ould deign to treat. 

'■’ley demanded his pofitive afl'ent to alkof thciii. 

]*y one, he was required to invefl the parliament 
With the military power for twent)» years, together 
wiili an authority to levy whatever money fliould be 
ncccfiary lor exerclfmg it; And even after the 
iv.caty tears fbould be elapfed, they relrrved a riglit 
' i reluming the fame authority, whenever they 
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riie following was a favourite text among llie cittliufiads 
H .t;^c : “ Let the high prailcs of God be in !hc mciuths oi* hi;: 
t*'ntk, and a two-fold fword in their hands, to c^iccutc vongcanco 
npoti fii^ ht'.ithcn and punifiiment upon the people ; to bind theiv^ 
With chains, and their nobles with i'etters of iron; to exc^ 
k’liic i.ipon them the judgments written; This honour have all 
flints,’’ Pfalm cxiix. vcr. 6, 7, B, 9. Huu-h Peters, the m'ul 
•apl.iin oi Cromwel, preached frcqucnlly upon lids Uwt- 
\ol, viii. p, gSo* • 
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P. filoul'd declare the fafety of the kingdom to requiic 
it By the feconcl, he was to recal ail his procla 
matioii'^ and declarations againll the^ parliament, 
and aknowledge that alfembly to have taken arm^ 
in tlieir jult and neceflary defence. Bv the thiid, 
he v-as to annul all tlie aits, and void all the pa> 
tents of peerage, which had palled tlie gieat feai, 
line-., it h:.a been carried from Lotuh.n by lord- 
, ke per lairleton ; and at the fame time, renounce 
lor the future the power of making peei.' without 
c 'nl'enc of parliament. Bv the fourth, he gavj;; tin 
fao hemfes power to adiourn as they ihougiit pro¬ 
per ; A demand /eemingly of no great imjtortance ; 
but contrived by the independent.^, that they niigiit 
be able to remove the parhament tf> ])iaei s wIk-vc it 
Jhoidd remain in perpetual iubjeclion t > the army ■. 

'j'fii': kiitg regarded the pretenfion as miahial and 
cxorbiiarit, that he Ihould make fiich eoneeulons, 
vcliile not It.eure o>f any fettle merit ; and lliouid 
blindly tiud his enemies for the conditions whicli 
they were afterwards to grant In'm. He required, 
therefore, a pcrfonal treaty with the patiiament, 
and dehred, th’ar all the terms on both lides jlundJ 
be adjulted, before any concdlion, on either fide, 
fliouKi be infilled on. 'I’hc repiiblican party in the 
Iionfe pretended to take fircat thisanfwer; and ojieuly 
inveighed, in vhjfient terms, againfl the perfon and 
government of the king ; wdiofe name, .liitherto, 
had commonly', in all debates, been mentioned 
v.'illt foniC tldgree of reverence. Iretf<p, fieming 
to fpeak the fenfe of the'army, under tlie appella¬ 
tion (;f many thoufand godly men, who had ven- 
lurcvl their lives in defence of the parliament, faid, 
tittn. ti.c king,, by denying the four bills, had rc- 
iufed lakty ami preteclion to his people; that' their 
i^^edicnce to him was but a reciprocal duty for his 
protection of them ; and that, as he liad iaiied cui 
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!\ 1 > part, they were iVta 1 all obligations*to al- C H A F. 

Ij'^ianco, ami mn’l ie.liia tlie narirm withour coii- , 

ai’.y .longer io iniilrnMecl a jn'ince o Crein- 
\ . 1, -.'.i!'” paving an ainpL charac.cr oi' the valour, 

. M .i! anections, anil unfllji)i,/s ol: the -.irinv., Tub- 
. inat ii was ex[r/- ied the parlunicu! Ihoulci 

' ■.! k; and defend Hie f.iinniorn bv il'.ei’’ own nower 

«' I > / I 

I la liile.tion:', anti ivn peeulu;:n t!;e pe.'pljany 
i'l'! -' 1 to L.vpccl; f.dely an,; njvernni ni !V >r.i an c)b-» 
ida.iij niaii, wlioie h_art bail .nrd;;n<a'; that 
Vi >i'»‘ will) ,it tile c::pei’.ee ol tbi ;r hloo.i :v.vl hirber" 
i ) I'v'eiiuevl flic ji.ii'liainuil fiom fo ni'iny danger-’, 
w-iiid itill continue, widi li(.le!liy and courage, to 
I'rofi CL them as aiull all (I'pj-iofiiir)!! in this vigcu'ous 
r; .\]ure. “ 'I'eaeli (hem iiivt,” added he, “ by yolir 

iieel'vl"in'>- voiir (-v.n r.d'etv and that <'i tlic kiinv- 
'■ d.oni (in which theirs too is ittVv)lved), to imagine 
*' iheiiilelves betrayed, and their interclls aban- 
‘‘ dolled to the rage and malice ol' an irreconcilcablc 


enemv, wdiom, for voiir fake, tliey have* dared 
“ to provoke, liewarc, ( and ai ibefe ivords he 
laid his hand on his fhoord beware, loft defpair 
“ eatifc them to feek I'al'et^ by fome other means 
“ than by adhering to you, who know not how to 
confult your own fafety Such arguments 
prevailed, though ninety-one mcir^bcrs had fiiil the 
courage to oppofe. It was voted that no more ad- ijthjan. 
drtdles be made to the king, nor any letters or mef- 
iiiges be received from him ; afid that it be ircafon 
for any oik:, witliout leave of the two houfes, to 
have any intercourfe with him. The lords con¬ 
curred in the lame ordinance <=. 


By this vote of non-addrefles, fo it was called, 
the king was in reality dethroned, ^nd the who’le 
conflitution formally overthrown. So violent jl 
nieafurc was fupported by a declaration of the cont- 


Cl. Walker, p. ^o <1 Idem, ibid. 

® Rutli. vol; viii, p. ^65, 967. 
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there thrown upon the kint^; fuch ns, even in their 
i'amous remoiiftrance, they thought proper to omit, 
as incredible and extravagant: The poifoning oi 
his father, the betraying of Rochelle, the contriv¬ 
ing of the Irifli mafl'acre ^ By blalting his lame, 
had that injury been in their power, they formed a 
very proper prelude to the executing of violence on 
'his perfon. 

No fooner had the,king refufod his aflent to the 
four bills, than Hammond, by orders froni the 
army, removed all his fervants, cut off his corre- 
fpondcnce with his friends, and Ihul him upinclofe 
confinement. The king aficrv'ards fliowed to fir 
Philip Warwick, a decrepid old man, who, he fald, 
was employed to kindle his fire, and was the befl 
company he enjoyed, during feveral months that 
this rigorous confinement lafled ^ No amufement 
was allowed him, nor fociety, which might relieve 
his ankious thoughts : 'To be fpcedily poifnned or 
affaflinated was the only profpeft' which he had every 
moment before his eves: For he entertained no 


apprehenfion of a judicial fentence and execution ; 
an event of which no hiflory hitherto furnifhed an 
example. ‘Meanwhile, the parliament was very in- 
duftrious in pubhfhing, from time time, the in¬ 
telligence which tiiey received from Hammond ; 
how cheerful the kiti.g was, how pleafed with every 
one that aporoacheA him, how farisfied in his pre- 
fent condition'*: As if the view of fuch 
and conffancy had not been more proper 
than allay, the general compafiion of the people. 
The great fource whence the king derived confo- 
lation amidll;,all his calamities, was undoubtedly 
jeligion; a principle which in him feems to have 
frfintained nothing fierce or gloomy, nothing which 


benignity 
:> inflame,, 


f "RuOi. vol. Vi'!, p 99S Cl-ircr.tlon, vol. V. p. 93. 
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enraged him again his adverfaries, or terrified him chap. 
with the difmal profpeft of futurity. While every 
thing around him bore a h .ftile afped ; while friends, 
family, relations, whom he paff onately loved, w^ere 
placed at a dillance, and unable to ferve him j he 
icpoi'ed hiinfelf with confidence in the arms of that 
Being who penetrates and fufiains all nature, and 
whole feverities, if received with piety and refigna-v 
tion, he regarded as the fureft pledges of unexhauft- 
ed favour. 

TThk parliament and army, meanwhile, enjoyed Second 
not in tranquillity that power w^iich they had ob- 
tainecl with fo much violence and injuftice. Com¬ 
binations and confpiracies, they were fenfibic, were 
every where forming around them j and Scotland, 
whence the king’s cauJ'e had received the firft fatal 
tlifuller, feemed now to promife its fupport and 
alfiftance. 

Br.ioRE the furrender of the king’s perfon at New- 
cafile, and much m*ore fince that event, the fubjeefs 
of difeontent had been daily multiplying between 
the two kingdoms. The independents, who began to 
prevail, took all occqfions of mortifying the Scots, 
whom the prefbyterians looked on with the greatefi: 
aftedlion and veneration. When the Scottilh com- 
millioners, who, joined to a comn\ittee of Englifh 
lords and commons, had managed the war, were 
ready to depart, it was propofied in parliament to 
give them thanks for their civilities and good offices. 

The independents infifled, that the words Good offices 
• ffiould be ftruck out; and thus the whole brotherly 
fricndfliip and intimate alliance with the Scots re- 
folved itfelf into an acknowledgment of their beirig 
Well-bred gentlemen. * ,, 

i HE advance of the army to London, the ful> 
jediion of the parliament, the feizing of the king at 
Holdeiiby, his confinement in Carifbroke-caftle, ^ 

Were fo many blows fijafibly felt by that nation, as 
fitreatening the final overthrow of pre(bylery,tb which 

I 2 ijicy 
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they were fh paihonutclv devoted. The covenant 
was oi iecly in the houfe of conunons, an 

altiiain'.r ov.t ef tlale •; atul that iiivu.'iv. thoufrh 
coinp'aiiied ol, had puHt'd iniceidured. liiUead of 
bcii“' a.i.'e In detei mine and edahliili ovtfmdoxv ])V 
tiie ami hv peirai lialute;',. dney !,iw tlic iccla- 

ri -.ii a! my, \vho\vere abld'nlc mai'lers, ciaiiii an u:i- 
jlioun.icd l'l)'jnv of coufei-iue, which ihe preil.v- 
U'iia'is reeaidv d w i'll the atiin.i! ahhoru'nre. Ali 
tii'j pv.L oi) t!'V iIai'v louJiv Lhitiicd, as 

reimiriKi’i! lo the covenant, [ v v.iiich thev Hood cn- 
e.!;M,d to deLri'l hi,-, roy.u ptri 'n. Atid rliolc very 
actions.of whii.h thtv themrelvcs liad been guilty, 
thev denominated ireafon and lebtJlion, when exc- 
ruled I'y aji-opporitc parly. 


'i'iii'- earls ol I.ood-.n, Jauidcrdalc, and Laneric, 
who were feiu to London, prottfled againll the lour 
bills : as coniainiu'' too eieat a dimiiuiiion of the 

7 t > 

king’s civil jiovver, and providing no Itcurityfor re¬ 
ligion. They coniplaintti, that nolwiiliflanding this 
proteftation, the bills were full infitled on; contrary 
to the folemn Ifcague, and to the treaty between the 
two nations. And when they accompanied the 
Knglifh comniillioncvs to the illo of Wight, they fe- 
cretly formed a treaty with the king, for arming 
Scotland in his flvonr 'S 

'Three parties, at that lime, prevailed in Scot¬ 
land ; 'Tfie RoyaliJtSy who infilled upon the rcflora- 
tion of the king’s authority, without any regard to 
religious feels or tenets; 'Of thefe Montrofe, though 
abfent, was regarded as the head. The Ri^id 
pr'cjhytcri'xnsy who haled the king, even more than 
they abhorred toleration ; and who determined to 
^ivc him no fiflifhince, till he flionkl fubferibe the 
covenant: I'hefe were governed by Argylc. The 
Modtralc prrjhyicriansy who endeavoured to recon¬ 
cile the inicrcits ol reiigion and of the crown, and 


N 
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?>.)pcd, by rupportiT)!^ Uv: pnif yi-.iinn p;;rty iw Kr.p;- C II A 1 '. 
Iviilti, to I’lipprci's the icc!nii;)n i:ruiv, and to rLinitaii.: . ^ 

the jjarlianicnt, as \Ai.il as tho kip.;";, in tb;;ii jull 
and aiiiiinriiv ; d’hc-two broihci-s, iiaiiui- 
P'l) arid lam>.r!c, wore io.id''n oi tliis party. 

'^Vjii-.is; Poll iciniis was loncMdc:t ) rhe 

,■ 1 ii nnentarv :;rniA', iiarnihon, uiii' tiir’i- (ibruih d 
ills iiborty, rccurnoil .'iL’o.f. '-d ; and (...i:';; 
naroidlv dctcnniiicd in roini. i ancuni J. 
tiipri.- than recent injuries, he iininedia ai eiu- 
iiraeed, with zeal ami iueceis', the proiLv:! .1 t!io 
1 A’ai cauie. lie ohlaimd a ^010 ironi ri)e nti’:) 

p. rli.up.ent to arm’'/oeo lucii in inpj) >;t e.{ the 
ki!i''’s authoriiv, and to call ')ver a coedideuihle 
i)')dv under Tvionro, Vvlio cninmatided the .'■k'oLlli'ii 
i.a'i’cs in Idder. And ihouL;!! he epeidy irr-nelh.:.j, 
that iiio covctf-'iit was tiie Knii.dation o! all iil--; in.':!- 
hures, he i’erretiv ep.tLrcd into correlhoudeuce vvitii 

V * 

the Lna’lifli rovalifls, In* iMar.n.nh.ike 1 .ari”d’aic and 
i.r Phiiij) i’viul^rave, wiio had levied cuniidcrablc 
iorces iti the north uh l’,n«land. 

d’i-iL- treneral an’enibi’v, Avho fat at the fame lime, 
and was guided by Argvle, dreaded Phe <'oni'ecjucnce 
ol thefc meafurcs, pid iofelaw that the oppoliie 
party, if rucceisful, would cil’ecl the reilorailcm of 
monarchy, without the eitabiilhment of preibytery, 
in England. To j))in the king bJfore Ite had fub- 
Icribed the covenant was, in their eyes, to rcUore 
him to his honour benire ChrilL had obtained his ‘; 
and they thundered out anathemas againit every one 
who paid obedience to the parliament. Two iu- 
preme independent judicatures were erccUvl iti the 
kingdom; one threatening the people with damna¬ 
tion and eternal torments, liie other with imprifon- 
ment? banillnnent, and military exficution. The 
people were dillracled in their choice; and the af^ 
maincnt of Hamilton’s party, though fecondtd by 


^ Wilitlocke, p 305. 
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c FT A p. all the civil power, went on but flowly. The roy- 

^ , alifts he would not as yet allow to join him, left he 

j 64». might give offence to the ecclefiaftical party; 
though he fecretly promifed them truft and prefer¬ 
ment as foon as his army fliould advance into Eng^ 
land. 

While the Scots were making preparations for 
the invafion of England, every part of that king¬ 
dom was agitated with tumults, infurrectinns, con- 
fpiracics, difcontents. It is feldom that the people 
gain any thing by revolutions in government; be- 
caufe the new fettlement, jealous and infecure, muft 
commonly be fupported with more cxpence and 
feverity • than the old : But on no occafion was the 
truth of this maxim more fenfibly felt, than in the 
prefent fituation of England. Complaints againft 
the oppreflion of Ihip-money, againft the tyranny 
of the Itar-chamber, had roufed the people to arms: 
And having gained a complete victory over the 
crown,•■thev foniH themfelvcs loaded with a mul- 
tiplicity of taxe'?, formerly unknbwn ; and fcarcely 
an appearance of law and liberty remained in the 
adminillration. The oreibyterians, who had chiefly 
fupported the war, werd enraged to find the prize, 
juft when it feemed within their reach, fnatched 
by violence from them. The royalifts, difappointed 
ill their cxpedtalihns, by the cruel treatment which 
the king now received from the army, were ftrongly 
animated to reftore him to liberty, and to recover 
the advantages; which they had unfortunately loft. 
All orders of men were'inflamed with indignation 
at feeing the military prevail over the civil power^ 
and king and parliament at once reduced to fub- 
jeftion by a mercenary army. Many perfons of 
family and diRinftion had, from the beginning of 
tVie war, adhered to the parliament: But all thefe 
were, by the new party, deprived of authority; 
and every office was entrufted to the moft ignoble 
‘part of the nation. A bafe populace exalted above 
'2 their 
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;heir fuperiors: Hypocrites exercifing iniquity un- CHAP, 
tier the vizor of religion : Tliefc circumftanccs pro- 
tnifed not ntuch liberty or lenity to the people ; and ,<,^8. 
thele >vere now found united in the fame ufurped and 
illetnil adminiftration. 

< I 

'1'houoii the whole nation feemed to combine in 
ilieir hatred of military tyranny, the ends which the 
fcveral parties purfued were fo did'erent, that little 
concert was oblcrved in thclf infurreclions. Lang-* 
home, Poyer, and Powel, prdbyterian ofl'icers, who 
com*manded bodies of troops in Wales, were the 
lirll that declared themfclves ; and they drew toge- 
ther a confidcrable army in thofe parts, which were 
extremely devoted to tlie royal caufe. An infur- 
reclion was raifed in Kent by young Hales and tlie 
earl of Norwich. Lord Clapel, hr Charles I-ucas, 
fir George Lide, excited commotions in I.Ilex. 

The earl of Holland, who had feveral times changed 
fide.s iince the commenctincut of the civii wars, 
endeavoured to alTomble forces in Surrey. Pomfret 
callle in Yorkfhire was furprifed by Maurice. Lang- 
dale and MuJgrave were in arms, end mailers of 
Berwic and Carliflc in the north. 

What feemed the moll dangerous clmumllance, 
the general fpirit of difeontent hail feized the fleet. 
Seventeen fliips, lying in the mouth of the river, de¬ 
clared for the king; and putting Rainlborow, their 
admiral, afliorc, failed over to Holland, where the 
prince of Wales took the command of the..i “. 

Thk Englilh royalilL exclaimed loudly agalnR 
Hamilton’s delays, which they attributed to a re¬ 
fined policy in the Scots; as if their intentions were, 
lhat all the king’s party fliould be firll fupprelfed, 
and 4 he viftory remain fvilely to the prelbyterians. 
Hamilton, with better reafon, complained of tlfe 
precipitate humour of the Englifli royalills, who, by 
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CHAP, tlieir ill-iiinci! iiirurreiT;ions, forced him to march 
his army bc iore liis levies were completed, or his 
• preparatio’’.-; in anv lorivaionei's. 

No eoiiirnoiioiss hcvoii i a tuTiult of tlic an- 
prentiVe.;, which was h'on iupj-iri'iihd, were railed in 
i/)iv,io;i; 'J’he terror ol tin. ,n*niv kept th.e citi:xns 
in iu!)ieetif)n. '.i'hc parliament was lo overawed, 
ll'ci they de- laved lii'‘ Seen, to he tnies, and all 
.xva.o ioined then) traitors. Mnety iDv inbers, how- 
«•.cr, (/i tlie ,oY*ei‘ lioafc iiaci the cour.;^-e to cliii'cnt 
Jiran th's vo<e, ' , 

C’.to?;wi I., and llie lehiiiuy eonnei) prepared 
thciiiK.!’.es with vi'ninr and c.widi'.cl hw dctence. 
''I’lie cUaMilhirivnt of the armv was at ihi.s time 
26,000 men; but by cniiiLino I'upeniuineraries, the 
leyiineJifs were yreatly anynientcd, and commonly 
confilted of inoie chan ctouble their flatcd comple¬ 
ment''. Colonel Ilortmi lirf! attacked the revolted 
troops in Wales, and gave them a confidcrable de¬ 
feat. «Thc remnants of the vainpiinicd throw ihem- 
felves into IVtnbrokc, and were there cl dely be- 
fjcged, and fbon after taken, by (.'romv\el. Lambert 
was oppoled fo Langdale and Mnlgrave in the 
north, and gained advantage's ov.r them. Sir 
Michael Livciey defeated the earl of Holland qt 
Kingffon, and piirfuing his vidory, took him pri- 
foner at St. Nedts. Kairiax, having routed the 
Kemifn royalhls at IMaidflone, followed the broken 
army : And when diey joined the royalilfs of Eflex, 
and threw thtmfelves into Colcheffer, he laid fiege 
to that place, which defended itfelf to the laft ex¬ 
tremity. A now fleet wa.s manned, and font out 
under the command ol Warwic, to oppofc the re¬ 
volted fhips, of which the piince had taken the 
co))}niand. * *’ • 

Vv]::)M il'ic forces were employed in all quarters, 
the parliament regained its liberty, and began to 
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avt wllli Its wonted couinj^e ond fnirlt. Tlic’mem- C !i A. l*. 
bers, wlr) Lad withdrawn, from len-'r of 
it iunieJ; ^tnd inl'iifmc'^ boldnefs into their conuv.i- 
rn 'Hs, re^^ove■i to tlic pivrt)yteriau party the ai'eend- 
ant wiiich it had ioimcrly loll. eleven im- 

fva'Jied nien'ibevs v>ere recalled, and the vt.te, bv 
\i’’iieh liiLp were expelled, was revcifed. ddie vote 
) ol JK'n u'd.dreiles was repcad^d : at'..! eo;iin.iilion- 
ti', live P',.:'s 'liid ten corr'J-\ni.r v.eic 'eut tt/ 

••.-ar!, in tt'e ifl'' ot VV’;;i'i, in to treat 

\.: i( lie v. aa allov. ed to fumn.on fe- 

\e’.'’. ■.)! 1’!;; iV’cnds old he.rs, 'hat he 

j’;.,: i h.ive ih’!r ad\:.-,; in this t;.nl tranfic- 

V t 

[i '.i 'Die theolot^ians, on boili IhLs. armed with 
thtii !\lii'i^ifnis and quo atiotn., aiLeiiaed as auxilia- 
lie-. . iiy them tijc flame hcul hrll been railed j 
and lii.'ir appearance was but ;i bad piay^pioflic of 
it-. eMiiiddion. Any otiiev in.'trumouis I'eeincd better 
adajitrd for a treaty of jK'.ciiication, 

Wni NTihc kinq[ inefentc'.l lii-nieh'' t? t’l'^; com- O'th cept. 
pany, a great and fenf rde alteration \\a; remarked 
ni li's alpecl, tromMiiat it a[ipcared^ihe year before 
wi'.en he resided at Ilainplon-conit. The nmment 
his Jervants had been rentovtid, hv- had laid .alide all 
care of his perfon, and h.ul allowed liis Deard and 
hair to grow, and to hang diihcveijed and neglcdtcd. 

His hair was become altiroft cutircly trrey w either 
•join the decline of years, or from that load of 
forrows, under which he laboured, arid which, 
though borne with conflanc)’^, preyeJ inwardly on 
Jiis icijilble and tender mind. His friei&fs beheld 
with compaflion, and perhaps even his enemies, 
grey unci t/jfcrorr??L’J as he liinifelf terms 

in a copy tT veries, wlhcli tile Tr-.i|h of the fenti- 
niSit, rather than any elegance of exprcfllon, reti- 
ders very pathetic Having in vain eiideavourAl 

® Clarendon, vol, v. p. 180. Sirlidw'nrd Wflker's ptrfcdl cop*es» 

P* Ibfd.p. 8,' y Ibid, p, 8- 38. ^ Burnett 
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by couracje ff> clcft-nd his throne from his armed 
ailveruirics, it no*.A' behoved him, by reaibninir and 
perluariozi, to fave fomc fra^incnrs of it ‘irom thefe 
peaceful, and no lefs implacable negotiators. 

Tire vigour of the king’s mind, notuithl’anding 
the teeming decline of his body, here apj^eared un¬ 
broken and undeeayed. The parliame'utarv com- 


inilhoneis would allow none of his cinmiel to be 
prefent, and reinkd to enter into realuning with any 
but himfelf. He alone, during the tranlaclions of 
two months, was obliged to maintain the argunieiit 
againll fifteen men of the greatelt parts and capa¬ 
city in both houfes ; and no advantage was ever ob¬ 
tained over him This was the feene, above all 
others, in which he was qualified to excel. A 
quick conception, a cultivated underfianding, a 
chafte elocution, a dignified manner j by thefe ac- 
complifhments he triumphed in all difculiions of 
cool a^id temperate reafoning. T'/jc ki)ig is much 
changed, faid the earl of Salifbury to fir Philip 
Warwic : He is extremely improved of late. No, 
replied fir Philip ; he was always fo : But you are 
now at laji fenfihle of>it^. Sir Henry Vane, dif- 
courfing with his fcllow-commfflioners, drew an ar¬ 
gument from the king’s uncommon abilities, why 
the terms of pacification muft be rendered more 
ftrift and rigid “. But Charles’s capacity Atone not 
equally ir adfion as in reafoning. 

Thi point, infiAed on by the parliamentary 
commiir^jj :rs, was the» king’s recalling all his 
proclamations and declarations againft the parlia¬ 
ment, and the acknowledging that they had taken 
arms in their own defence. He frankly offered 
the former concefiion ; but long fcrupled the |||it- 
tr;r. 'J"he falfehood, as well as indignity, of that 
acknowdedgment, begat in his breaft an extreme re- 


* Herbert's Memoirs, p. 7a. f Warwick, p, 324. 
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luSance agninft it. The king had, no doubt, in chap. 
fopK' particulars of moment, invaded, from a fecm- 

ncctility, the privileges of his people: But '*^4*. 
havin'!, rent-uneed nil claim to thefe ufurped powers, 
having coti reded his errors, and having repair^*d 
cvt'i y breach in the conftituti m, and even erected 
new rau'.rarts, in order to f, cure it ; he could no 
longer, ai tire couiinencenient of the war, be re- 
preiented a.s the aggrefl'or. However it might be» 
pretcrulcd, that the l‘'•rmer difplay of his arbitrary 
iadiiiations, or ra'her his mt ..lurchical principles, 
rendered an offenfive or preventive war in the par¬ 
liament prudent and rcafoiiable :» it could never, 
ill any piopriety of fpecf'h, malte it be termed 
a di'fenhve one. But the parliament, fenfible 
that ilic letter of the law condemned them 
as rebels an l traitors, deemed this point abfo- 
]ut',Iy neceflary lor their future fecurity; And 
the king, fiiuling that peace could be obtained on 
no other terms at lab yielded to it. Hfe only 
entered a proteft, * which was admitted ; that no 
conceflion made by him (hould be valid, unlefs 
the whole treaty of pacification were conclud¬ 
ed - . * 

Hk agreed, that the parliament fhould retain, 
during the term of twenty years, the power over the 
militia and army, and that of levying what money 
they pleafed for their fupport. He even yielded 
to them the right of refuming, at any time after¬ 
wards, this authority, whenever they fliould de¬ 
flare fuch a refumption neceflary for public fafety. 

In effett, the important power of the fword was for 
ever ravifhed from him and his fucceflbrs *. 

He agreed, that all the great offices, during 
twenly years, fhould be filled by both houfes 0/ 
parliament \ He relinquifhed to them the entire 
government of Ireland, and the condu^ of the war 


Walker, p. ji, iz. Z4.\ 
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there’. He vr.)ouri ed the power of the warda, 
and oi‘ kjOjC j pounds a year, in lieu of 

it-'. 1 ie aeknowledgec die validity of their great 

leal, .lu.i gave up his own . 11c abaiidom-d the 

pow.” i.i cr<-uing peer.s without ca-nfent ol parlia- 
luei ilnd !ie a-reed, that all the debts contracted 
in o.. ro iuiejort the war agaiuiL him, ihould be 

j 1 c) •' 

p4.id ,o. tiie people. 

. bti^,*ea( Were the alterations made on the Erig- 
lifh co:.ltiiu:iwn by this treaty, that the king laid, 
no- xyiii.uisL teafon, that he had been more an/ene¬ 
my to his people Ity thefe roiieefiions, could he 
have prevented tlfcm, than by any other aclion ol 


his lij-e. 

Oj' all the dejnands of the parliament, Charles 
refultd only two. T hough he relintiuilhcd alinofl 
every power of the crown, he would neither give 
up his friends to puniniment, nor defert what he 
dteemed his religious duty. The fevere repent¬ 
ance, 'which he had undergone, for abandoning 
Strafford, had, no doubt, confirmed him in the 
refolution never again to be guilty of a like error. 
His long folltutle and fevere afllicllons had contri¬ 
buted to rivet him the more imthofe religious prin¬ 
ciples, which had ever a confiderable influence over 
him. His defire^ however, of finifliing an accom¬ 
modation induced him to go as far in both thefe 
particulars, as he thought any-wife confiftent with 
his duty. 

The eftates' of the royalifts being, at that time, 
almoft entirely under fequeftraiion, Charles, wh() 
could give them no protedion, confented that they 
fhould pay fuch compofidons as they and the par¬ 
liament could agree on; and only begged that they 
jpight be ma 3 e as moderate as poUible. He* had 
not the difpo^ ! of oflices; and it feemed but a 
fmall facrifice to confent, that a certain number of 


* Walker, p. 45. 
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jiis friends fhould be rendered incapable of public C H A P, 
ciuploymcnls ^ Rut when the parliament de- 
juanded a bill of attainder and banifinnenr againlt .g^r. 
Jeveii perfons, the marqueis of Ncwcaftle, lord 
Diofby, lord Biron, fir Marmaduke l.angdalc, fir 
Richard Granville, Hr Francis Doddington, and 
Judge Jenkins, the king abfoluiely refilled cmnpli- 
ance: 'I'heir banilhnient ior a limiteJ lime he was 
willing to agree to'’. • 

O C' 

Ri i.icioN was the fatal point about which the 
difrel-cncc’s had arilen ; and o) all othcjs, it wa.N the 


Icalt ful'cepiible of compolition or moderation bc- 
iween the contending parties. 'I’h'e parliament in- 
lille ! f'ti t!ie eftablillimcnt of prelbylcry, the fale of 
the ptcr lands, the abolition of all forms of 
and Itrict laws againlt catholics. The king 
oilered to iMrcuch every tiling which he did not 
eliGcm of apoltolical inditution : He was w'illing to 
aholilh archbifhops, deans, prebends, canons : He 
offered that the chapter lands fliotild be let at low 
leal'es during ninety-nine years; He confented, that 
tile prefent church government fliouljl continue dur¬ 
ing three years After thaj time, he required not 
that any thing fhould*be reftored to bifliops but the 
power of ordination, and even that power to be ex- 
creifed by advice of the prefliyters If the parlia¬ 
ment, upon the expiration of that period, ftill infift- 
cd on their demand, all other branches of epifcopal 
inrifdidion were abolifhed, and a new form of church 
government mufl, by common confent, be ellabliflt- 
ed. ThelDook of common prayer he w'as walling to 
renounce, but required the liberty of ufing fome 
other liturgy in his own chapel *: A demand which, 
though feemingly reafonable, was po^tively refufed 
hy the parliament. 


* Walker, p. 6i. J Ibid. p. 91. 93. ' thid. 'p. 2^. 
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Civil, war 
and inva- 
fiun re* 
piefied. 


In t!ie difpute on thefe articles, one is not ftir- 
prUed, that two of the parliamentary theologians 
fh mid tell the king. That if he did not cmfent to the 
titter abolition of epifcopary^ he would be damned. 
But it is not without fome indignation that we read 
the following vote of the lords and commons: 
“ The houfes, out of their deteftation to that abo- 
“ minable idolatry ufed in the mal's, do declare, 
*“ that they cannot admit of, or confent unto, any 
“ fuch indulgence in-any law, as is dcfired by his 
majefty, for exempting the queen and her fatnily 
“ from the penalties to be enafted again ft the exer- 
“ cife of the malTsThe treaty of marriage, the 
regard to the queen’s fex and high ftation, even com¬ 
mon humanity; ail confiderations were undervalued, 
in comparifon of their bigoted prejudices'. 

It was evidently the intereft, both of king and 
parliament, to finifh iheir treaty with all expedition ; 
and endeavour, by their combined force, to refift, if 
poffible, the ufurping fury of the army. It feemed 
even the intereft of the parliament, to leave in the 
king’shand a cqnfiderable fhareof authority, by which 
he might be enabled to proted them and himfelf from 
fo dangerous an enemy. Bui the terms on which 
they infifted were lb rigorous, that the king fearing 
no worfe from the moll implacable enemies, w'as in 
no hafte to come to a conclufion. And fo great was 
the bigotry on both fides, that they were willing to 
facrifice the gyeateft civil interefts, rather than relin* 
quilh the moft minute of their theological conten¬ 
tions. From thefe caufes, affifted by the artifice of 
the independents, the treaty w'as fpun out to fuch a 
length, that the invafions and infurredions were every 
where fubdued ; and the army had leifure to execute 
«heir violent and fanguinary purpofes. 

*' Hamilton, having entered England with a nu¬ 
merous, although undiieiplined, army, durft not 

^ See note [EJat the end of the volume. 
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unite his forces with thofe ofLangdale ; becaufe the ( 
Knglifli royalifts had refufed to take the covenant; 
and the Scottilh prefbyterians, though engaged for 
the king, rt^fufed to join them on any other terms. 
The two armies marched together, though at fome 
(liitaiicc; nor could even the approach of the par¬ 
liamentary army, under Cromwel, oblige the cove¬ 
nanters to confult their own fafety, by a clofe union 
with the royalifts. When principles are fo abfurd and* 
A) deftruclive of human fociety, it may fafely be 
uvewed, that the more fincere and the more difni- 
terefted they are, they only become the more ridicu¬ 
lous and more odious. * 

Cromwkl feared not to oppofe 8000 men, to the 
numerous armies of 20,000, commanded by Ha¬ 
milton and Langdalc. He attacked the latter by 
rurprife, near Prefton in latncadiire; and, though 
the rc)yalifts made a brave refiftance, yet not being 
fuccoured in time hv th-Jr conlederatrs, thev were 
almoft entirely cut. in pieces. Mamiltmi was next 
attacked, put to rout, aud piuTued to lltoxeter, where 
he fiirrendered himfelf prifoncr. Crpmwel followed 
his a Ivantage ; and marching into Scotland with a 
confidcrable body, joined Argyle, who was alfo in 
arms; anti having fupprefTed Lnneric, Monro, and 
other modi rate preiljytcrians, he placed the power 
entirely in the hands of die violent party. The ec-* 
clefiaftical authority, exalted above the civil, exer- 
cifed the fevereft vengeance on all who had a fliare 
in Hamilton’s engagement^ as it was called; nor 
could any of that party recover Iruft, or even live in 
iidety, but by doing I'olcmn and public pciuo'ce for 
taking arms, by authority of parliament, in defence 
ol their lawful fovereign. , 

Tin- chancellor Loudon, who had, at fir ft ^ 
countenanced Hamilton’s enterprife, being terrific^ 
with the menaces of the clergy, had, fome time 

^ i\th of Augufl. 

before. 
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C TT A P. before, "one over to the other party; uiij he novr 
opeuly ill the church, though invefted uiih the 
1648. higheit civil chaiadev in the kingdom, did penance 
for hi s obeJienje to the pariiainent, which he termed 
a fj!f fcckJn^. He accompanied hi:, penance 

with io ntaay tear.-?, and fuch jjarhe.ical addrciies to 
the people for their prayers in this his urtermoli Ibr- 
^row and diitrefs, that an nnivcrfal weepirg and la- 
inentation took place among the dtjluded audience h 
Tnr loan of ureat fuins of luonev, often to the 

rnia of farnillr.', wa.^ oraCrkcl Irc'ia ail fu^Ii as^* lav 

. . . 

under any fulpicii.'ii of favimring the king's party, 
though their conelud had been ever fo inolfeiilive. 
This was a < evict, fallen upon by the ru!:ng part", 
in order, as ti:ev laid, to reach licjri Alulr,‘iui'nt.x 
Never, in this h'land, wa:s known a inoi<-i'evere aini 


arbitrary governmenfg than was geiierahy cxeicifcd 
by the patrons of liberty in both kingdoms. 

ficgc of Ciolcheiler terminaieet in a manner 
no Icfs unfortunate than Hamilton’s engagement, 
for the royal cauie. After fullering the utmolt ex¬ 
tremities of lavuinc, after feeding on the vilcfl* ali¬ 
ments ; the garrlfon dtffircd, at lafl, to capitulate. 
Fairfax rcquiied them to furVender at diferetion; 
and he gave fuch an explanation to thefe terms, as 
to referve to himfinlf power, if he plcafed, to put 
them all iiillantly to the fword. The officers en¬ 
deavoured, though in vain, to perfuade the foldicrs, 
by making a. vigorous fally, to break through, at 
leafl; to fell their lives as dear as poffible. They 
were obliged “ to accept of the conditions offered $ 
and Fairfax, infligated by Ireton, to whom Crom- 
w'el, in his abfence, had configned over the govern¬ 
ment of the paffive general, feized fir Charles Jmcas 
^nd fir George Lille, and refolved to make them 
inftant facrificcs to military juflice. This unufual 
l^iverity was loudly exclaimed againfl; by all the 


* Whitloctc, p. s'!©. 
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prifoncTS. I.ord C’apc!, fearlefs of darc^cf, rc- c Ti A l’, 
j,.ojcKc(i Irrron with it; and challenged him, as 
;!icv were all engaged in the fame iionourable caufe, 
ti» c'xereifc the fame impartial vengeance on ail of 
t-u-'u. Lera:: was f;r!l (hot, and he litmfelfgave 
• .i-.itvs to hr., v/ith the fame alacrity as if lie had 
commau'le.i a platoon of his own foldiers. lafle 
irilhiniiy ran and killed the dead body, then cheer-, 
laliy prefented liimfelf to a like fate. Thinking 
ihat the foldiers, deltineJ for his execution, flood at 
ton ^rreal a difhiiice, he caked to them to come 
nc aier : One of them replied, FlI ^varraiH ycu^ Jify 
well hit you: lie anfwcred, fmlling, Frkutb, f 
hare been r,carer you ’ivheu you have mi[l'cd me. Thus 
perllhcd this generous fpirit, not lei's beloved for 
Ij-.i niodcfly and humanity, than efleemed for his 
courage and miliiary conduft. 

Soon after, a gentleman appearing in the king’s 
prefence, clothed in mourning for fir Charlt^ Lu- 
' as; that humane jirince, fuddenly recollecling the 
Ijard fate of his friends, paid them a tribute, which 
none of his own unparalleled misfortunes ever ex¬ 
torted from him: He dilfolved into a flood of 


1640. 


rears 

Ry thefe multiplied fucceffes of the army, they 
tir'd fubdued all their enemies ; and none remained 
hur the helplefs king and parliament, to oppofe 
their violent mcafures. From Cromwel’s fuggef- 
ii'on, a remonllrance w'as drawn by che council of 
general officers, and feiiL to the parliament. They 
. tliere complain of the treaty wdth the king ; de¬ 
mand his puniflimcnt for the blood fpilt during the 
War; require a difl'olution of the prefent parlia¬ 
ment,. and a more equal rep relent rfti on for ihe^ 
future; and affert, that, though fervants, they ar» 
entiiU-d to reprefent thcle important points to their 
mailers, who are ihenifclves no better than fer- 
vants and trufleca ot^ the people. At the fame 

« Whitlo Lc. 
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^ J^ix ^ advanced with the army to Wind for, 

and fent colonel Eure to feize the king’s perfon at 
1648. Newport, and convey him to Hurfl caftle in the 
neighbourhood, where he was detained in ftritt 

4gain by Confinement. 

theauny, Tuis incafure being forefeen fon>e time before, 
the king was exhorted to make his cfcape, which 
was conceived to be very euly : But having given 
his w'ord to the parliament not to attempt the re¬ 
covery of his liberty during tlie treaty, and three 
Weeks after ; he w'uuld not, by any perluafion,* be 
induced to hazard the reproach of violating that 
promife. In vain was it urged, that a promife 
given to the parliament ci.uld no longer he bind¬ 
ing; fmee they could no hmger alford him pro¬ 
tection from violence, threatened him by other 
pcrlbns, to W'hom lie was bound by no tie or en¬ 
gagement. 'I'he king would indulge no refinements 
ot cafuidry, however plaufible, in fuch delicate fub- 
jeds ; and was refolved, that what depredations 
foever fortune fhould commit upon him, Ihe never 
fhould bereave Kim of his honour^. 

Thi£ parliament loft, not courage, notwithftanding 
the danger with which they were fo nearly menaced. 
Though without any plan for refifting military ufurp- 
ations, they refolved to witbftand them to the ut- 
termoft; and rather to bring on a violent and vili- 
ble fubverfion of government, than lend their au¬ 
thority to thofe illegal and fanguinary meafures 
which were projeded. They fet afide the remon- 
ftrance of the array, without deigning to anfwer it ;* 
they voted the feizing of the king’s perfon to be 
without their confent, and fent a meffage to the ge¬ 
neral, to know by what authority that entetprife 
fiad been executed ; and they iflued orders, that the 
army fhould advance no nearer to London. 

Hollis, the prefent leader of the prefbyterians, 
Vvas a man of unconquerable intrepidity; and many 

4 Cwl/Cookc’s frjtcuwirs, p. 174. Rufli. vol. viii- p. 2347- 
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others of that party fecondcd his magnanimous fpirit. chap. 
Ii was propol'ed by them, that the generals and 
prhicipal officers fhould, for their difobcdience and 1(54.8. 
iifiirpations, be proclaimed traitors by the par¬ 
liament. 

IJiiT the parliament was dealing with men who 
would not be frightened by words, nor retarded by 
any I'crupvilous delicacy. The generals, under the 
name of Fairfax (for hcftill allowed them to employ 
his name), marched the anriy to London, and 
placii^l; guards in Whitehall, the Mcufc, St James’s, 
Diirham-houfe, Covent-garden, aijd Palace-yard, 
furrounded the parliament with their hodilc arma¬ 
ments. 

The parliament, deftitutc of all hopes of pre. * 5 - 

vailing, retained, however, courage to rclift. They p.jrge'd." ^ 
attempted, in the face of the army, to clofe their 
treaty with the king; and, though they had formerly 
voted his conceffions with regard to the church^nd 
ddinquents to be unfatisfactory, they now took into 
ronlicleration the final refolution with regard to the 
" hole. After a violent debate of three? days, it was 
carried, by a majority of 129 againfl: 83, in the 
houfe of commons, that the king’s conceflions were 
a foundation for the houfes to proceed upon in the 
Settlement of the kingdom. 

Next day, w^hen the commons were to meet, 
colonel Pride, formerly a drayman, had environed 
the houfe with two regiments; and, direfted by lord 
Grey of Groby, he feized in' the pafiage forty-one 
ntembers of the prelbyterian party, and lent them 
to a low room, which palfed by the appellation of 
hell ; whence they were afterwards carried to feveral 
mns. Above i6o members more were txcluded^ 

^ttd none were allowed to enter but the moll furious 
the mod determined of the independents; and 
thefe exceeded not the number of fifty or fixty. 

Inis invafion of the parliament commonly paffed 

K 2 under 



HISTORY or OREAT BRITAIN. 


132 ' HISTORY or OREAT BRITAIN. 

CHAT, untlci* the name cl' roloncl Pride s purge ; In mucli 
dirpofed vas the nation to make merry uiih the 
,64s. dethrenint; ol' thofe niemhers, who liad Aiolcntiy 
arrogated tile whole authority of government, and 
deprived tlie king of his legal prerogative'^. 

'I'iiK fubiequent procectiiiigs of the j.arliaincnt, if 
tliis diminutive afi'embly delerve that honourable 
name, retain not the Icait ajipearance of law, equity, 
or freedom. They intlamly reverfed the fi;rmer 
vote, and declared the kinq’s conceilions unfatisfac- 
tory. They determined, that no member, ^bfent 
at this lalt vote, flioidJ be received, till he fub- 
feribed it as agreeable to his judgment. They re¬ 
newed their lormer vote of non-addrefles. And 
they committed to pvlfon hr "William Waller, liv 
John Clotworthy, the generals Malfey, Brown, 
Copley, and other leaders of the prediyterians. 
Thcfe men, by their credit and authority, which 
vvas then very high, had, at the commencement of 
the '■A'ar fupjiortcd the parliament ; and thereby 
prepared the way for tlie grearnels of the prcfeiil 
leaders, who, at that time, were of fmall account iu 

the nation. ' 

■* 

Th]{ fe'cludcd mcnlbcrs ha,ving publifhed a paper, 
containing a narrative of the violence w'hicli had 
been exercifed upon them, and a proteftation, that 
all acts w'ere void, wdiich from that time had been 
tranfafted in the houfe of commons; the remaining 
members encountered it with a declaration in which 
they pronofinced it falfe, fcandaluus, feditious, and 
tending to the deflrucl'ioii of rl;e vifible and funda¬ 
mental government of the kingdom. 

These fudden and violent revolutions held the 
whole nation in terror and aftonifhment. Every 
man dreadM to be trampled under foot," in the 
p contention between thofe mighty powers which 
difputed for the fovereignty of the (fate. Many 
began to withdraw their ef^c^ls beyond fea: 

/ reigners 
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ieijrners foru;)!ed to give any credit to a jieople, fo c: H A p, 
foiii bv doinelcic /iidioii, and oppret.'eu by inili- 
Tniy ufiirpatiMn : Even the internal commerce of 
die l;i!igd/,in began to ftagnate. And in order to 
remedy thell growing evils, the generals, in the 
lianieol tlu- army, publiihed a declaration, in which 
lin y <;\'j)iellcd llieir refoluthm oi fuppordjtg and 
■altice 

'j'j;.-. more to quiet the minds of men, the coun¬ 
cil ot^uiiiccrs took into conlideration, a Icheme called 
7 '':' of the people \ being the pkiri of a 

K;n:l,iiC, to be iublliinted in the jilace of that go- 
vernineril vliich tliey had fo violenllv juillcd in 
pieces. Many parts of this I'chcine, for correcting 
tile inequalities of the reprefentativc, are plaulible ; 
had the nation been dilpolcd to receive it, or had 
tl.e iinny iiucnded to intpoie ic Otiter ]'art!. ate too 
peiieet lor human liature, atul favour llrot'plv of tliat 
1 Uuiticai fpirit lo prevalent throughout ilie king- 
dein. 

'iitt: licighl of all iniquity and fatiatkal extrava- 
;;a’.ice yet remained ; the public trial !md execution 
ol their fovereign. Tp this period was cv-cry mea- 
turc precipitated by the zetilous indepcndeiits. The 
parliamentary leaders of that party had intended, 
that tlie army, thcmfelves, fliould execute that diit- 
itig enterprile ; and they deemed fo irregtilar and 
lawlefs a deed bed fitted lo fuch irregular and law- 
ids inftruments b 15 ut the generals w’ere lo^vviad 
to load themfelves Angly -viJith the in lam.v which, 

^hey knew, ntuft attend an aclion fo (hocking to 
the general fentimciits of mankiml. The parlia- 
they were refolved, (hould ih.are with them 
the reproach of a meafure which was*thought re- 
quihte (or the advancement of their common ends* 
ol lalety and ambition. In the lioufe of commons, 
thereiore, a committee was appointed to bring in a 
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CHAP, charge againft the king. On their report a vote 
paffed, declaring it treafon in a king to levy war 
' 1648. againft his parliament, and appointing a Hioh 
Court of Justice to try Charles for this new in- 
vented treafon* This vote was font up to the houfe 
of peers. 

The houfe of peers, during the civil wars, had, 
all along, been of fmall account i but it had lately, 
fince tlie king’s fall, become totally contemptible ; 
and very few members would fuhmii to the morti¬ 
fication of attending it. It happened, that day, to 
be fuller than ul'ual, and they were allcmbled, to the 
number of lixtc*!! Wiihout one dilfenting voice, 
and ahnoft without deliberation, they inftantly rejed- 
ed the vote bl the lower houJe, and adjouined tliein- 
lelvcs lur ten days ; hoping that this delay would be 
able to retard the Inriuus career of the commons. 

1649. 'fur. conimcms were not to be ilopped by fo fmall 
an obllacle. Having liiit cllablilhed a principle, 
which is noble in itfeif, and feeps fpecious, but is 
belied by all hiftory and experience, That the people 
are the origin of all jujl power'y they next declared, 
that the commons of England, affembled in parlia¬ 
ment, being cbofen by the people, and reprefentiilg 
them, are the lupreme authority of the nation, and 
that whatever is enaded and declared to be law by 
the commons, hath the force of law, without the 
January 4. coiifent of king or houfe of peers. The ordinance 
for tbe trial of Charles Stuart, king of England, fo 
they called him, was a^ain read, and unanimouHy 
alfcnted to. 

In proportion to the enormity of the violences 
and ufurpatioris, were augmented the pretences of 
fan£liry, among thofe regicides. “ Should any 
“ one have’voluntarily propofed,” faid Cromwcl 
in the houfe, “ to bring the king to puniftiment, 
I fhould have regarded him as the greateft trai- 
tor; but, fince pr^idence and neceflity have 

•i call us upon it, I will pray to God for a bicfling 

«* on 
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“ on your counfels ; thcuigh I am not prepaVed to C ii A P. 

you any advice on this important occafion. , ^ 

‘‘ i’.vcu I myrdf/’ fiibjoincd he, “ wlien I was 1649. 

“ lafely oll'ering up petitions tor liis majefty's rcfto- 
” ration, felt my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
“ mouth, and confidered this preternatural move- 
“ nieiit asdic anfwer which heaven, having rejected 
“ the king, had Tent to my fupplications.” 

A WOMAN of Hcrtforcifliire, illuminated by pro-* 
plietical vifions, dcfired adnjitrance into the military 
eourtcil, and communicated to the officers a revel;'.- 
tion, which affured them that their nieafures were 
cuiifecrated from above, and ratif.Cd by a heavenly 
fmftion. This intelligence gave them great com- 
i )rt, and much confirmed them in their prefent re- 
iulutiuns 

Coi.oNHi, Ilarrifon, the fm of a butcher, and the 
molt furious enthufiaft in the armv, was fent with 
a llrong parly, to conduct the king to London. At 
Windfor, llamiltwn, who was theie detained a 
prifoner, was admitted into the king’s prel'ence ; 
and falling on liis knees, pallionafely exclaimed, 

Afy dear Maji£r !— I have indeed been Jo to yoii^ re¬ 
plied Charles, embftcing him. No farther inter- 
courfe was allowed between them. 'I'he king was 
inftanily hurried away. Hamilton long followed him 
with his eyes, all fuffufed in tears, and prognolli- 
cated, that, in this fhort falutation, he had given 
tlie lafl adieu to his fovereign and his friend. 

CiiARLits himfelf was allured, that the period of 
‘his life was now approaching; but notwithllanding 
all the preparations which were making, and the in¬ 
telligence which he received, he could not, even 
yet, Jbelieve that his enemies really jnennt to con¬ 
clude their violence.s by a public trial an.' c :ecution»-» 

A private affaflination he every moment looked fo/j 
mid though llaTrifon affured him, that his appre- 


s Wkitlocke, p. 269 , 

K 4 


Iienfioni 



136 


HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


CHAP, henfions were entirely groundlefs, it was by that 
cataflrophe, fo frequent with dethroned princes, 
,645. that he expecfcd to terminate his life. ,In appear¬ 
ance, as well as in reality, the king was now de¬ 
throned. All the exterior fymbols of fovereignty 
were withdrawn, and his attendants had orders to 
ferve him without ceremony. At firil;, he was 
flujckcJ with inltances of rudenefs and familiarity, 
which he had been fo little accuflomed. Nothing 
Jo contemjiiille as a dcfjijcd prince! was the rcllec- 
■1)11 which they fviggcitcd to him. Rut lie rooru.re- 
ivincilcd his nrind to this, as he had done to his other 
calamities. , 

Am. tlic ciiTUTuilances oT ihz trial were now ad- 
juflcd ; a-'.d lilt. L‘.g!i ojurc oi' juiiice tally coiilli- 
iwieJ. ir coi’.rninl oi f cirons as named by the 
common:.; Inii there Icarcely ever fat above 70 : 
So diiiicult was it, notwilhllanJing the blindnefs of 
prejud'eo and the ailurcments of intercll, to engage 
ruMi ofnay name or characler in that criminal mea- 
fure. Cromwcl, Ireton, .I-lariifon, and the chiet 
oilicers of the army, mod of them of mean birth, 
were members,'together with fome of the lower 
lioufe and fome citiTterA of Landoa. The twelve 
judges were at firll appointed in the number: But as 
they had affirmed, that it was contrary to all the 
ideas of Knglilh law to liy the king for treafon, by 
whofe authority all accufations f{;r treafon mufl ne- 
ccfTarily be conduced; their names, as well as thofe 
of fome peers, fvere afterwards flruck out. Bradffiaw, 
a lawyer, was chofen prefi'dcnt. Coke wa.s appoint¬ 
ed folicitor for the people of England. Doriflaus, 
Steele, and Alke, were named affillants, I'he court 
fat in Weft minder-hall. 

It is Tcmarliible, that, in calling over the court, 
when the crier pronounced the name of Fairfax, 
w'hich had been inferted in the number, a voice came 
from one of the fpedators, and. cried. He has more 
ivit than to be here* When the charge was read 
■ againft 
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again il; the king, Tn the name of the people o}^ E^ig- CHAP. 
L.uu the fame voice exclaimed. Not a tenth part 
f f ■>:/)!. Axtel the odicer, who guarded the court, 

orders to tire into the box whence thefe in- 
Ipetches came; it-was difeovered, that lady 
; .i) i .X Wei ' i]lere^ and that it was Ihe who had had 


tin- courage to utter them. She was a perfon of 
iKilde extratlion, daughter of Horace, lord Vere of 
Tilbury; but being led need by the violence of the* 
dines, {lie had lung fcconded her hulband’s zeal 


agaiull the royal cauib, aiid\\as now, as well as he, 
llruck with abhorrence at the fatal and unexpected 
coniequence of all his beaded viCtoVics. 

Tm; pomp, the dignity, the cer>.;noiiy of this tranf- The king's 
.kiion correlponJcd to the great'.It coneejition that trial. 

fuggeded in the annals of Imirian kind ; the dele¬ 
gates of a great peojilc fitting in judgment upon their 
lupreme magiilrate, and trying liini for his mifgo- 
lerument and breach (»!' tnid. 'i'hc folicitor, in tlia 
Maine of the coirnjions, reprefented, that Charles 
o'.uart, being admitted king of I'ingland, and cn~ 
tri/fed with a hmiied power ; yet iicvcrihelefs, from 
a uicked deligit to erecl an ipilimited and tyrannical 
got eminent, had traheroufly and malicloully levied 
war againit the prcl'ciit parliament, and the people 
whom they rcpreibiitcd, and was therefore impeach¬ 
ed as a tyrant, traitor, murderer, and a public and 
implacable enemy to the commonwealth. After the 
charge was fiiiifiied, the prefidcnt di^e^led his dif- 
courfe to the king, and told him, that the court 
.expected his anfwer. 

The king, though long detained a prifoner, and 
now produced as a criminal, fuilained, by his 
magnanimous courage, the niajefty <jf a monarch. 

AVith great temper and dignity, he declined the au¬ 
thority of the court, and refufed to fubmit himCfr 
their jurifdiblion. He reprefented, that havin t 
been engaged in treaty with his two houfes of par- 
luiucnt, and having" fiuiihed almoft every, article, 

3 • he 
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CHAP, he had expeded to be brought to his capital in 
another manner, and ere this time, to have been 
*649. reftored to his power, dignity, revenue/ as well as 
to his perfonal liberty : That he could not now per¬ 
ceive any appearance of the u{)per houfe, fo efl'ential 
a member of the conftitution ; and had learned, that 
even the commons, whofe authority was pretended, 
were fubdued by lawlefs force, and were bereaved 
of their liberty : That he himfclf was their native 
iiEREUiTAKY KING ; nor wus the whole authority 
of the Rate, though free and united, entitled to' try 
him, who derived his dignity from the Supreme 
Majefty of heaven: That, admitting thofe extra¬ 
vagant 'principles which levelled all orders of men, 
the court could plead no power delegated by the 
people; unlefs the confent of every individual, down 
to the meanelt and rnoft ignorant peafant, had been 
previoully afkcd and obtained : That he acknow'- 
ledgcd, without fcruple, that he had a truft com¬ 
mitted lo him, and one moll facred and inviolable; 
he was entrulled with the liberties of his people, 
and would not now betray them, by recognizing a 
power founded on the inolt atrocious violence and 
ufurpation: That having taken arms, and fre¬ 
quently expofed his life in defence of public liberty, 
of the conftitution, of the fundamental laws of the 
kingdom, he was willing, in this laft and moft fo- 
lemn feene, to feal with his blood thofe precious 
rights for which, though in vain, he had fo long 
contended : That thofe who arrogated a title to fit 
as his judges, were born his fubjefts, and born 
fubjeds to thofe laws, which determined, T:hat the 
king can do no wrong : That he was not reduced fo 
the neceflity Iheltering himfelf under this geperal 
*«\axim, which guards every Englilh monarch, even 
tHb leall deferving ; but was able, by the moft fatif- 
fadlory reafons, to juftify thofe meafures, in which he 
had been engaged : That to the whole world, and 
even to diem, his pretended judges, he was defir- 

• 7 ous, 
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ous, if culled upon in another manner, to prove the CHAP, 
intfs^rity (if his conclutl, and all'ert the juftice of 
thoic (Jefcnfive arms, to which, unwillingly and un- ,5^^. 
iui tuiuirely, he had had recourfe: But that, in order 
t(i preferve a uniformity of conduct, he mufl at pre- 
Icnt itirt'go the apology of his innocence ; left, by 
ru'ilying un authority^ no better founded than that 
o! rob'oers aiu! pirates, lie lie judly branded as the 
bcirav-T, inllcad oi being applauded as the martyr, 
ol tin; conilirution. 


iriia jireiideni, in order to fnpport the majcfly of 
the jicople, and maintain the fuperi -rity of his court 
aliwvc the prifoner, dill inculcated, that he mull not 
di'Lilne the authority of his judges ; that they over¬ 
ruled his objeftions ; that they were delegated by 
the people, the only fource of every lawful power ; 
and that kings themfelves afted but in trud from 
that community, which had invedcd this high court 
of judice with its jurifdidlion. Even according to 
thofe principles, .which in his prefent fituation he 
was perhaps obliged to adopt, his behaviour in ge¬ 
neral will appear not a little hardi and barbarous; 
but when we confider him as a fubjeCl, and one too 
of no high character, adtfreding himfelf to his un¬ 
fortunate fovereign, his dyle will be edeemed, to 
the lad degree, audacious and infolenl. 

Three times was Charles produced before the 
court, and as often declined their jurifdiftion. On 
the fourth, the judges having examined fome wit- 
nclTes, by whom it was proved that the king had 
appeared in arms againd the forces commidioned by 
the parliament; they pronounced fcntence againd 
him. He feemed very anxious, at this time, to be 
admitted to a conference with tl^ two houfes ; 
ana it was fuppofed, that he intended to redgn tho 
crown to his fon: But the court refufed com^ili- 
*tncc, and conddered that requed as nothing but a a7thjM; 
delay of judice. 

It 
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CHAT 

LIX. 

1649. 


It is cniifcHcd, tijat the king’s behaviour, during 
this lalt locne of lus life, does honour to his me¬ 
mory ; and that, in all appearances before his judges, 
he never iorgvit his part, eitlier as a jjrince or as a 
man. Hnii and intrepid, he maintained, in each 
reply, the uimofl: perfpicuity and juilnefs both of 
thought auJ cxjndiion : Mild and equable, he rofo 
into no patlion at that unufual authority wliicli was 
aifumed over him. Ilis foul, without efl'ort or af- 
feftatiou, feemed only to remain in the fituation fa¬ 
miliar to it, and to look down with contempt on all 
the efforts of hunnyi malice and iniquity. 'The fol- 
diers, inlffigated by their fuperiors, were brought, 
though with difficulty, to ciy aloud for juffice : 
Poor fouls ! fai J the king to one of his attendants ; 
for a little money they -would do as much againji their 
commanders Some of them were permitted to go 
the utmoft lengtli of brutal infolence, and to fpit 
in his face, as lie was conducted along the palfage 
to the court. To excite a fentiment of piety was 
the only effeft which this inhuman infult was able 
to produce upon 'him. 

TiiE people, though under jhc rod of lawdefs 
Unlimited power, could not forbear, with the moll 
ardent prayers, pouring forth their wifties for his 
prefervation; and, in his prefent diftrefs, they 
avowed him, by their generous tears for their mo¬ 
narch, whom, in their mifguided fury, they had be¬ 
fore fo violcutly’rejected. The king was foftened at 
this moving feene, and cxprclfed his gratitude for 
their dutiful affection. One foldler too, feixed by 
contagious .Sympathy, demanded from heaven a blef- 
ling on opprefled and fallen raajelty : His officer, 
overhearing the'prayer, beat him to the ground* in 
Tliu king’s prcfeiicc. The punifment^ methinks, ex¬ 
ceeds the offence : This was the reflection which 
Clharles formed on that occafion ^ 
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As foon as the intention of trying the kl.ng was C il A r. 
known in foreign countries, fo enormous an adtion ^ > 

was exclaimed againft by the general voice of reafon 
and humanity ; and all men, under whatever form 
of government they were born, rejedled this exam¬ 
ple, as the utmoft effort of undifguifed ufurpation, 
and the moll: heinous infult on law and juflice. 

The French ambalfador, by orders from his court, 
interpofed in the king’s behalf: The Dutch em-; 
ployed their good offices: The Scots exclaimed and 
protefted againll the violence; The queen, the 
prince, wrote pathetic letters to the parliament. 

All follcitatlons were found fruitlefs with men wliofe 
refolutions were fixed and irrevocable. 

Four of Charles’s friends, ptrfons of virtue and 
dignity, Richmond, Hertford, Southampton, Lhi- 
dclcy, applied to the commons. '1 hey reprefented 
tiiat they were the king’s courilelKirs, and had con- 
urreJ, by their advice, in all ihofe uieauires which 
were now imputed as crimes to their royal mafter; 

'I'hac in the eye flf the law, and according to the 
di 'laics of common reafon, they alone were guilty, 
and were alone expofed to cenfure for every blame- 
able action of the p/ince : ‘And that they now pre- 
Iciited rhemfelves, in order to fave, by their own 
j'unllhmeut, that precious life wliklt it became the 
commons thcmfclves, and every fiibject, with the 
utirioft hazard, to protefl: and defend". Such a 
gi.nerons effort tended to their honour; but con- 
inhuteJ nothing towards the king’s ftifeiy. 

The people remained *in that filence and aflo- 
* nifhnient which ail great paffions, when they have 
noi an opportunity of exerting themfelves, naturally 
produce in the human mind. The foldiers being 
iiicdfantly plied with prayers, fermonS, and exhorta^ 
lions, were w'rought up to a degree of fury, and 
imagined, that in the a£ts of the moft extreme dif- 
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CHAT. loyalty towards their prince, confifled their greateft 
^ , merit in the eye of heaven \ 

,649. Three days were allowed the king between his 
fentence and his execution. This interval he pafled 
with great tranquillity, chiefly in reading and de¬ 
votion. All his family that remained in England 
were allowed accefs to him. It confided only of 
the princefs Elizabeth and the duke of Gloccder j 
for the duke of York had made his efcape Glo- 
ceder was little more than an infant; The princefs, 
notwithdanding her tender years, (hewed an ‘ad¬ 
vanced judgment; and the calamities of her family 
had made a deep ihipreffion upon her. After many 
pious cOnfolations and advices, the king gave her 
in charge to tell the queen, that, during the whole 
courfe of his life, he had never once, even in 
thought, failed in his fidelity towards her; and that 
his conjugal tendernefs and his life (hould have an 
equal duration. 

To the young duke too, he cotild not forbear 
giving foine advice, in order to feafon his mind 
with early principles of loyalty and obedience to¬ 
wards his brother, who was fo foon to be his fove- 
reign. Holding him on Kis knee, he faid, “ Now 
“ they wnll cut o(F thy father’s head.” At thefe 
words the child looked very ftedfaftly upon him. 
** Mark, child I what I fay: They will cut off my 
“ head! and perhaps make thee a king; But mark 
“ what I fay, thou muft not be a king, as long as 
thy brothers Charles and James are alive. I'hey 
** will cut of thy brothers' heads, when they can 
‘‘ catch them! And thy head too they'will cut off 
** at laft! Therefore, I charge thee, do not be 
made a king Jjy them 1 ” The duke, fighing, jre- 
pUed, ** 1 will be torn in pieces firll!” So deter- 
mided an anfwer, from one of fuch tender years, 
filled the king’s eyes with tears of joy and admirao 
tipn. 

i 
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Every night, during this interval, the king flcpt chap. 
fdund as ufual; though the noife of workmen, eni- 
ployed in framing the fcaSbld, and other prcpara- 
tions for his execution, continually refounded in his 
ears The morning of the fatal day he rofe early ; 
and calling Herbert, one of his attendants, he bade 
him employ more than ufual care in drefling him, 
and preparing him for fo great and joyful a fo- 
Icmnity. Bifhop Juxon, a man endowed with rhe Jan. 
fame mild and fteady virtues, by which the king 
himftJf was fo much diflinguiftied, aflilted him in 
his devotions, and }>aid the laft melancholy duties to 
his friend and fovereign. * 

The ftreet before Whitehall was the place de- An.icxc. 
flined for the execution: For it was intended, by 
thoofing that very place, in fight of his own pa¬ 
lace, to difplay more evidently the triumph of po¬ 
pular juftice over royal majelly. When the king 
came upon the fcaffold, he found it fo furrounded 
with foldiers, that hp could not expeO; to be heard 
by any of the people: He addrefled, therefore, his 
diicourfe to the few perfons who were about him; 
particularly colonel Tomlinfon^ to whofe care he had 
lately been committed*, and upon whom, as upon 
many others, his amiable deportment had wrought 
an entire converfion. He jufUfied his own inno¬ 
cence in the late fatal wars, and obferved that he- 
bad nut taken arms till after the parliament had in- 
lifted forces; nor had he any other ojjjeft in his 
warlike operations, than to preferve that authority 
cmire, which his predeceflbrs had tranfmitted to 
bim. He threw not, however, the blame upon the 
parliament; but was more inclined to think that 
dl-Inftruments had interpofed, and rmfed in them 
fsars and jealoufies with regard to his intentions, 
ft hough innocent towards his people^ he acknow- * 

‘edged the equity of his execution in the eyes of bis 
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c ii A P. Maker; and obfcrved, that an iinjufl fentencsj 
which he had fuffered to take effccl, was now pu- 
*649. niflied by an unjuft fcntence upon himfelf. He 
forgave all his enemies, even the chief inftruments 
of his death; but exhorted them and the whole na¬ 
tion to return to the ways of peace, by paying obe¬ 
dience to their lawful fovereign, his foil and fucceffor. 
When he was preparing hirnlelf for the block, 
'bifhopjuxon called to him: There is, fir, but 

“ one ffage more, which, though turbulent and 
troublel'ome, is yet a very fliort one. Confider, 
it will foon carry you a great way ; it will carry 
“ you from earth to heaven; and tiiere you fhall 
find, to your gieal joy, the prize to width you 
“ hallen, a crown of glory.’'’ “ I go, replied the 
king, “ from .1 corruptible to an incorruptible 
“ crown ; where no dillurbunce can liave place.” 
At one blow was his head fevered iiom his body. 
A man in a vizor pci formed the osiice of execu¬ 
tioner: Another, in a like difgjii'e, in iJ up to the 
Ipeftators the head ilreaming with blood, and cried 
aloud, ‘This is ihc bead of a traitor ! 

It is impoihble to deferibe the grief, indignation, 
and aflonilhment, wfnrh took place, not only 
among the fpectators, who were overwhelmed with 
a flood of forrow, but throughout the whole nation, 
as foon as the report of this fatal execution was con¬ 
veyed to them. Never monarcli, in the full tri¬ 
umph of fuqtefs and vidory, was more dear to his 
people, than his misfortunes and magnanimity, his 
patience and piety, had rendered this unhappy 
prince. In proportion to their former delufions, 
which had animated them againfl him, was the vio¬ 
lence of theijr return to duty and afiedlion; ^ while 
'•►each reproached himfelf, either with adive difloy- 
alty towards him, or with too indolent defence of 
his oppreffed caufe. On weaker minds, the effed 
<• of tliefe complicated paflions v/as prodigious. Wo¬ 
men ar;e faid to have call forth the untimely fruit of 
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tlicir womb: Others fell into convulfions, or funk c il a p- 
51110 fuch a melancholy as attended them to their , 

grave: Nay, fomc, unmindful of tlieini'elves, as 
th.niigh they could nor, or would not, furvive their 
biloved prince, it is reported, fuddenly fell down, 
diad. The very pulpits were bedewed with un- 
iuhorned tears; thofe pulpits, which had formerly 
tluinuered oiit the moll violent imprecations and 
anathemas againlt him. And all men united in 
their deteilation of thofe Irypocritical paracides, 
who^ by fanflified pretences, had fo long difguifed 
thdr trealons, and in this laft aft of iniquity had 
tin own an indelible I'taiii upon the nation. 

A I'RKSH inltance of hyprocrify was difplayed the 
very day of the king’s death. The generous Fair- 
lax, not content with being abknt from the trial, 
had uled all the interelt which he yet retained, to 
prevent the execudon of the fatal fentence; and had 
even employed perfuafion with his own regiment, 
though none elfe would follow him, to reicue the 
king from his difloyal murderers. Cromwel and 
Ireton, informed of this intention, endeavoured to 
convince him that the Lord had rejected the king ; 
and they exhorted hiiA to feek by prayer fomc di- 
reebon from heaven on this important occafion: 

Rut they concealed from him that they had already 
hgned the warrant for the execution. Harrifon w^as 
the perfon appointed to join in prayer with the un¬ 
wary general. By agreement, he prolonged his 
dolelul cant-, till intelligence arrived, that the fatal 
blow was ftrucki He then rofe from his knees, 
and infifted with Fairfax, that this event was a mi¬ 
raculous and providential anfwer, which heaven had 
lent to their devout fupplications *. • 

It being remarked,* that the king, the moment, 
before hcdlretched out his iicck to the executioner, 
bad faid to Juxbn, with a very earneft accent, the 
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i\x Rr.Aij'Miu-.R; threat myfltri'^s were fup- 

, '' ^ ' _, poled to be concealed imder that exprefliou ; and the 
1649. generals veliemenily inliltcil with the prelate, that 
he Ihould inform them of the king’s meaning. 
Juxon told them, that the king, having frequently 
charged him to inculcate on his fon the forgi\enels 
of his murdereis, had taken this opporlunily, in 
the laft moment of his life, when his commands, 
' lie fiippoi'id, wc'uld be regarded as facred and in¬ 
violable, to reiterate that dcfirc ; and that his mild 
fpirit thus terminated its prefent courie, by an act 
of benevolence towards his greatefl enemies. 

The cha! after cl this prince, as that of moll 
men, if not ot ail men, was mixed; but his virtues 
frcd.cnninatcd extremely above bis vices, or more 
jjrop'crly fpc-akiug, his imperfcflinns : For fcaree 
any of his idults rofe to that jiitch as to merit the 
appeliatioTi of vices. To confider him in the moll 
hiveiurab'e I'ght, it may be allirmcd that his dig- 
nil v was free from jiiidc, his humanity from wcak- 
nefs, his bravery from ralhnefs, his tcmjierance 
from auileritv, his frugality from avarice : All thefe 
viitucs, in liim, maintained their proper bounds, 
and merited unreferved praifd’. To fpeak the moil 
hardily of liiin, we may allirm that many of his 
good qualities were attended with fome latent frailty, 
which, though feemingly incorifiderable, was able, 
when feconded by the extreme malevolence of his 
fortune, to difappoint them of all their influence: 
ills beneficent difpofirion was clouded by a manner 
not very gracious ; his virtue was tindured with 
fnperliiiion; his good fenfc was disfigured by 
a oc.'erence to pcrlbiis of a capacity inferior to his 
o\Mi; and lys moderate temper exempted him not 
»■ from Ixuly and precipitate refolutions. He deferves 
the Cjdthct of a rather than of a great man; 

and was more fitted to rule in a regular eltablilhcd 
* gt.'.crsw'iicnt, ti::in cither to ;}ive way to the en- 
tioacbmenis of a popular alfembly, or finally to 
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riib-I'.ic ibi.ir rirctcti^oas. Tic wantcj r;ipr.b>r!cTs and CHAP. 

^ ^ ^ ^ t 1 

(i''viLiilv icnr for the t’rd nn-.il'uic : Tic was not 
v\1(h t!ic vi'.M)',ir rcc.uifito iv)r he icc<n'U 
he hci'n b-orn an ahlo'nnc jn inco, his litimanity 
icini bjih; had r.*adcr''d iii ; rci'^ti haj'-pv and Itij 
nv.’.i w' ]’ivc]'''ns: I3;;d rhe liniilariv ns o)t prcro;;a- 
ti cl n in hi' :nc c]iiiic li-N‘'d and certain, iiis 
pi*! _, !ia'.! ii'.iuo linn repavd, as ficred, the; I)oun-. 
i.l,ni->.s <'f the Cvinliitiiliv.n. Thnivippdy, his fate 
tl r.'w him into a poiioii vr’jii the precedents of 
nu.nV htriKcM' iciirns !'.ivoi:rcd fln.nidy of arhitrarv' 
jiMwcr, and line penins <>! the p<n>pic run. violently 
t ' ’ ’ iVnd il ills j;o!itjcal {nudcnce was 

r>o{ i'.i licient to extricate him lV(a.n i'o perilous a 
hliialioii, he rnuv he excuf'd ; linee even a Tier the 

J * 

e-.eui, when it is commonlv eafv U' correct all errors, 

OIK* is at a loi's to ilcier.niixe what conduct, >0 liis 
ciremnftances, could have iiv-iiutaineJ the audi irity 
c; the crown, a.n 1 pre'evved ro peace t.)t ihc nation, 

]'’.\]ioicd without revenue, witiiout nnui, to tiie ui- 
Jau t of furious, iinplaeaole, and if ,oted aa-iions, it 
w.is never permitted him, hut with the* mod iatal 
confequenccs, to commit litc fmal'elT miliuke; a 
condition loo ri;];orous to be in.ipoicd oit tile j^reUL- 
tid human capacity. 

•SoMF. hiltoiiaus have raflily quedioned the good 
faith of this pn'p.ce: But, for this reproach, the 
mod malignant ferutiny 01 his cf>nducl, wliich, in. 
every circumftance is now thorou?!,hly known, 
afiords not any reafonabic foundation. On the 
cotitrary, if we conrKle*r the* extreme dinicnltics to 
'vliich he was fo frequently reduced, anti compare 
the fincerity of his profeflions and declarations; we 
fliall iivow, that probity and hon-utr cnigbt julf ly to 
he numbered among his molt fiiining qualities. In ' 
every treaty, thofe concellions which he thought be 
could not in confcience maintain, he never could, 
hy any motive.or pet/ualion, be intiuced to make.* 

And though fome violations of the petition \jf right 

JL 2 may 




i4.S ' HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

CHAP, may perhaps be imputed to him ; thefe are more to 
be aferibed to the neceflity of his fituation, and to 

ideas of royal prerogative, wjiich, from 
former eflabliflied precedents, he had imbibed, than 
to anv iaiiure in the integrity of his principles '. 

1 HIS prince was of a comely prefence; of a 
fvvect, but melancholy afpecl. His lace was regu¬ 
lar, handfome, and well complcxioneJ ; his body 
•ttrong, healthy, and jultly jn'oporiioned ; and being 
of a middle llaturc, he. w^as capable of enduring the 
greateft fatigues, lie excellctl in horfeinanOnp .and 
other cxercifcs ; and he poll'elfed all the exterior, as 
well as many of •the tficntial qualities, w'hich form 
an accomplllhed prince. 

Till-: tragical death of Charles begat a queftion, 
whether the people, in any cafe, were emiLled 
to judge and to pnnifli their fovereign; and 
molt men, regarding chiefly the atrocious ufurp- 
ation of the pretended judges, and the merit of the 
virtuous prince who fulFcred, were inclined to con¬ 
demn the republican principle as highly feditious 
and extravagant: But there flill were a few who, 
abflrafting from the particular circumftances of this 
cafe, were able to confider the queftion in general, 
and were inclined to moderate, not contradicf, the 
prevailing fcntiincnt. Such might have been their 
reafoning. If ever, on any occalion, it were laud¬ 
able to conceal truth from the populace, it muft be 
confefled, that the dodrine of refiftance affords fuch 
an example ; and that all ^leculative reafouers ought 
to obferve, with regard to this principle, the fame, 
cautious filence, which the laws in every fpecles of 
government have ever preferibed to themfelves. 
Government is inftituted in order to reftrain the fury 
.^iind injuftice of the people; and being always founded 
oil opinion, not on force, it is dangerous to w’eaken, 
by thefe fpeculations, the reverence which the 

f 

* See note [F] at the cad of the volume. 
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f-uititiule owe to authority, and to iuftrucl them c HAP. 
b.lorehand, that the cafe can ever hapjjcn, when ^ 
jtiLV iir.iv IVeed Troin their duty of ulie^nance. 

(h- fhouLl it he found impofli'ole to rcit;rniu the li- 
of luiiivm (.iilquiiitions, it mult be acknow- 
L;!;cd, tlcit the doctrine of obedience ought alone 
to l^e incuhrAid, and (hat (he exceptions, wliich are 
r,.!c, oii'tht fcl loni or never to be mentioned in 
popuhir reaionings and difcourles. Nor is there 
aiu danger, that mankind, by this prudent rel'crve, 

Ih .u?d univci faliv degenerate into a ilate of aliiect 

/ O ^ j 

kiniiude. When the exception reidlv occurs, even 
diough it be not previoully expected and defganted 
O!., it mult, from its very nature, be fo obvious 
and iindirputed, as to remove all doubt, and over- 
ji'Vvvi the reltraint, however great, impofed by 
(caching the general doctrine of obedience. Ihit 
b..tween rclilfiiif a prince and detlironing him, 
there is a wide interval; and the abufes of power, 

V Inch can warrant ‘the latter* violence, are greater 
and more enornmus than ihofe which will jullify 
the former. Hiflory, however, lu^ipHes us with 
examples even of this kind ; .and the reality of the 
1 uppofition, though, for the future, it ought ever to 
be little looked for, mufl, by all candid inquirers, 
be acknowledged in the part. But between dethron¬ 
ing a prince and punifliing him, there is another 
'cry wide interval; and it were not ftrange, if even 
n of the moll enlarged thought Ihould queftion, 

''hether human nature cou’d ever in any monarch 
. rtach that height of depravity, as to warrant, in re¬ 
volted fubjeifls, this laft aft of extraordinary jurif- 
ciidion. That iilufion, if it be an illufiori, which 
tcachgs us to pay a facred regard to the perfons of 
princes, is fo lalutary that to diffipate it by the for-, 

*nal trial and punilhmeat of a Ibvereign, will have 
more pernicious effefts upon the people, than the 
example of juflice cai^ be fuppofed to have a bcnc- 
^^cial influence upon princes, by checking theii; career 
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CJiAP. of tyranuY. It is dans^crous alfo, bv ihcfc c:-:am- 
, , pR'5>, toiv.i!iuc pjluf'.i. tt> iiLl..:'.ir, C5r inaTkis 

to luch a-'air.li iv-iU.iit, tiidosvcd with 

« ) i 

j-’rcai. p: v.'tr, ;v, iii Il.ivi: no loibum-, bur iu 

lliemJ! ''io'kr.t Uiid moll riUi<mi!))arv Ci)unr<.'i[;. This 
pjCUcKil ]>oi;iion bciup fdablillud, it nui!l li<Avevcv 
bo ob-''crvcd, ti’at no roadur, aim.oil ol iinv ])ariy or 
jirindp.lt, was ever ihotkt.c!, wIku he read, in an¬ 
cient hi'lory, iliar (lie Reman Ibnat;- vt'.ied Nero, 
their abioluie fovereig.n, to be a public ineniy, and, 
even waiuiUt trial, coiulerniud him to the iev*vrelt 
and ivioil ignominious puniilnncnt ; a punilhnient 
iroin which the Incaneft. i^ojuau citizen was, by the 
laws, ‘cxemptetl. 'J'he crimes (d that bloody tyrant 
are lb enormous that they break ihroueli all rules ; 
and extort a conlclhon, that I'ucli adctlnoiied priime 
is no kiuger {'upeilt-r to his jicople, and can no longer 
plead, in his (nvn thdlnce, laws, which weie elia- 
bliflicd iov rondik'ihig' tht ordinary coinTe of admi- 
iiiltiatlon. I'lit when pais^ioin die cafe of Neio to 
that ol (diaries, the great diipioporiltm, or rather 
total conrrai'ietv, of chaiacfer immediateiv {hikes 
us; and we hand alUmifiied, that, among a civilized 
people, 1o much virtue could ever meet with lo 
fatal a catalhoplie. Hift'Ty, the great luidrcls of 
wiidom, furt.ifhes exr.mjilcs of ai! kinds ; and every 
pi iidcrnial, as v>a.!l as iu<-ral precept, may be au- 
thoriied by tiio'e eieius, whkh her enlargeil mirror 
is .aide to prudent to us. hioni the memorable re¬ 
volutions which palled in England aluring this 
petiod, we may naturally iltdiitc the fame uftdul 
lel'bn, whieh (iharles himfelt, in his later years, 
int'eiTen ; that it is dangerous for princes, even from 
the appearanee of nccellity, to alfunie more autho¬ 
rity tliaii tlie laws Iiavc allowvd iliem. liut if mult 
*be conlj^'fled, that tiuefc events furnifh us with another 
imlrucdie.n, no lefs natural, and no lefs ufef’ul, con¬ 
cerning tlie n-iadnef;; tjf tiie pettplc, the furies of fana- 
ticiiin,^ and the dangei of mcfccnary armies. 

In 
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Iw order to clofc this part of the Brirlfl) hiftory, 
is alfo necefl'ary to relate the didblution of the 
laonarchy in England: I'hat event foon followed 
upon the death of the monarch. Vv hen the peers 
met, on the day appointed in their adjournment, 
rliev entered upon bulinefs, and lent down fonie 
V it(.s to ihc commons, of waicli the latter deigned 
IV1' to take the leaH. notice. In a lew days, the 
liouic paflkii a vole, linit they would make 710 
r..,:v addreh'e-: to the lioufe of peers, nor receive 
: y*ii-.v,n them; and that rliat houJ’e was ufelefs and 
e.ingaroiis, and was therefore to be abtdiilied. A 
hie. vote paued with regard to the* monarchy ; and 
it is remarkable, that Martin, a zealous republican, 
in ilie debate on this queilion, confeded, that, if 
tiv.y dehred a king, the lafi was as proper as any 
gcmleman in England ^ The coinmous ordered a 
new i;reat feal to be engraved, on which that afi'em- 
I 'v was leprefeiited, with this legend. On thk i'Irs'c 
Vi \n OK KRLJtDOlVT, IJY God’s BliSSINC;, RKS’roR- 

i!', 1648. 1'he forms of all public bulinefs were 

efetnged, from the king’s name, ^ to that of the 
keepers of the liberties of EnglandAnd it was 
declared high treafoft 10 jwoclaim, or any otlierwifc 
acknowledge, Charles Stuart, commonly called prince 
ot Wales. 


Tin: commons intended, it is faid, to bind the 
princel’s Elizabeth apprentice to a buKon-inakcr ; 
I'he duke of Glocclter was to be taught Ibinc other 
mechanical employmenr. But the former foon died ; 
•of grief, as is fuppofed, for her father’s tragical end: 
file latter was, by Cromwcl, fent beyond fca. 

Tin: king’s llatue, in the E.xchange, was thrown 
dow^n; and on the pedellal thefe words were inferib- 


^ Walker's Hiftory of Independency, part a, • 

^ Tijc court of King’.s Bench was called the Court of Public 
Bench. So cautious on this head were fome of the republicans, 
it is pretended, in reciting the lord s prayer, they would mX 
idy t/.ij comr^ but always common-wafth 
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cd : Etxrj'TVP. ANNi;.s, Rtcum ui/riMUS ; ‘I'he ty- 
rarJ is gone., the hr ft of ibc kings. 

Dukl. Hatuilton was tried by a new high court 
of jufiirc, as earl of Cambridge in England ; and 
condemned lor treafon. This feiitencc, which was 
certainly hard, but which ought to lave his memory 
from ail imputations of treachery lo liis niafter, 
Avas executed on a feailold, erected before Weftmin- 
luT-halh Lord Capel underwent the fatne late, 
’jioi’n thefe noblemen had efcaped from prifon, but 
were afterwards difeovered and taken. ”J'o all ^the 
folicitaiions ol their friends for pardon, the generals 
and parliamentary leaclers Rill rcjilied, that it was 
certainly the intention of Providence they Ihould 
fufTcr; fmcc it had penniiied them to fail into the 
hands of their eiieinics, after they liad once recover¬ 
ed I heir liberly. 

I'lit e’avl of Ihdland loft: his life by a like fen- 
tcnce. T'hough of a polite and courtly behaviour, 
he died lamented by no party. His ingratitude to 
the king, and his frequent changing of fides, were 
regarded as great ftains on liis memory. The earl 
of Norwich, aiid fir John Owen, being condemned 
by the fame court, were .pardoned by the commons. 

Till-, king left ftx children j three males, Charles, 
born in 1630, James duke of York, born in 1633, 
Henry dnkc of Gloccftcr, born in 1641 j and three 
females, Mary princefs of Orange, born 1631, Eli¬ 
zabeth, born 1635, and Henrietta, afterwards 
duchefs of Orleans, born at Exeter 1644.^ 

The archbiflaops of Canterbury in tliis feign were 
Abbot and Laud: 'J'he lord keepers, Williams 
bifhop of Lincoln, lord Coventry, lord Finch, lord 
Littleton, and fir Richard Lane; the high admirals, 
the duke of Buckingham and the earl of Northtim- 
‘b^rland ; the treafurers, the earl of Marlborough, 
the earl of Portland, J uxon bifhop of London, and 
lord Cottington ; the fecretaries of ftate, lord, Con¬ 
way, fir jfilbcrtus Moreton, -Coke, fir Henry 
. Vane, 
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Vane, lord Falkland, lord Digby, and fir Fdward c II A P 
Nicholas. 

I'j’ may be expefted, that we fhoukl here mention 
the lojfi Bq/ilike, a work publifhed in the king’s 
aimc a few days after his execution. It feems al- 
nolt impofiible, in the controverted parts of hiftory, 
t lav any thing which will farisfy the zealots of 
)('th partier.: But with regard to the genuiuenefs of 
hat production, it Is not eafy for an hihorian to * 
iix any ojdnion, which will he entirely to his ow'ii 
fititiicHon. The proofs brought to evince that 
thi,. work is or is not the king’s, are fo convincing, 
ii!,ii if any impartial reader peiufe any one fide 
apart ', he will think it iinpofllble, that argiUnehts 
coulil be produced, fuflieient to counterbalance fo 
flrong an evidence: And when he compares both 
fulc.s, he will be fome time at a lofs to fix any tie- 
termination. Should an abfolute fufpenfe of judg¬ 
ment be found dillicult or difagreeabie in fo inte- 
rclting a qucltion, I mud confefs, that I much in¬ 
cline to give the preference to the arguments of the 
royaiifts. The teftimonics, which }nove that per- 
tormance to be the king’s, are more numerous, 
certain, and direft, than thofe on the other fide. 

This is the cafe, even if we confuler the external 
evidence: But when we weigh the internal, derived 
from the flyle and compofition, there is no man¬ 
ner of comparifon. Thefe meditations refem- 
ble in elegance, purity, neatnefs,, and fimpli- 
city, the genius of thofe performances which we 
Ivnow with certainty to have flowed from the royal 
pen: But are fo unlike the bombaft, perplexed, 
rhetorical, and corrupt ftyle of Dr. Gauden, to whom 

** Sty on the one hand, Toland’* Amyntor, ?tfid on the other, 
Wat;ftaif's Vindication of the royal Martyr, with Young’s addition. 

Tnay remark, that lord Clarendon’s total filence with regard tS 
tins fubjedt, in fo full a hiftory, compofed in vindication at the king’s 
Ji^calures and character, forms a prefiimption on Toland’s fide, anda 
rrefumption of which that author was ignorant; the works of the 
|inblchUtonau not being th(;n puhiirtied- BMhop Burnet’s teftimony* 
too muft be allowed ot Ionic weight againlt the Jeorj. ^ 

. they 
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they are afcribcd, that no human tehlinony fccms 
fufficicnt to convince us that he was the author. 
Yet all the evidences, which vr/iil-l rob-the king oi 
that honour, tend to prove that Dr. (jauden had 
the merit of writing fo fine a perfoiniance, and the 
infamy of impofmg it on the world for the king’s. 

I r is not eafy to conceive the general coinpaliion 
excited towards the king, by the pubiilhing, at fo 
critical a juncture, a w^ork fofull of piety, meeknefs, 
and humanity. Many have not fcruj)led to aferibe 
to that book the fubfequent reftoration of the to) a! 
family. Milton compares its elTeds to ihofe which 


were wrought oti the tumultuous Romans by An- 
thony^s reading to them the will ot Caefar. 'i'he 
Jeon pafled through fifty editions in a twelvemonth; 


and independent of the great intereH; taken in it by 
the nation, as the fuppofed production of their mur¬ 


dered fovereign, it muff be acknowledged the bell 
profe compoiition, which, at the time of itspublica'* 

rinn. was to he found in the Rnfrllfh lanaii-jo-e. 





( /////. ^y^y//Vt /// ^/.f ^‘tf/yt'^f 

• * LtHKliiii PnlttiMril M:iv;*S-U«^,l>v T.l':nU*U,Sti*:iii*l 
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THE COMMONWEALTH. 

CHAP. LX. 


"Siafc of EnglaJid - of Scotland - of Ireland- 


Levellers fupprcjfcd 
- - Tredab Jiarmed- 


Siege Dublin raifed 
Cave nmiters - Montrofe 


taken pr if oner - executed - Covciuinicrs- 

liattie of Dun bat - of kf^orcejlcr' - King*s 

cfcajK- - The common'wealth - Dutch •war—— 

'Dfj Jution of the parliament. 


T he confufions which overfpread England chap, 
after the rnitrder of Charles I proceeded as L'i* 
Well from the fpirit of refinement and innovation, 
iv-iich agitated the ruling party, as* from the diflb- state of 
hitioii of all that authority, both civil and ecclefi- tnelaud, 
allical, by which the nation hatl ever'been accuf- 
tomed to be governed. Every man had framed the 
niotlel of a republic, and however new it was, 
or fantafixcal, he was eager in recommending it to 
his fellow-citizens, or even impoling it by force 
upon then?. Every man had adjufled a fyflem of 
„ religion, which being derived frt)m no traditional 
autliority, was peculiar to himfelf; and being found¬ 
ed on fuppofed inJ'piration, not on any principles of 
human reafon, had no means, befides cant and low 
rheforic, by which it could recomtnend itfelf to ^ 
others. The levellers infifled on an equal dillribH- 
tion of power and property, and tlifclaime’d all de¬ 
pendence and fubordinalion. I’he millenarians or 
fifth-monarchy-ineiv required, that goveriinxent it- 

feif 
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CHAP fclf fhoulJ be aboliihed, and all human powers be 
laid in the duft, in order to pave the way for the 
dominion of Clirift, whofe fecond coming they fud- 
denly expected. The Antinomians even infifted, 
that the obligations of morality and natural law 
were fufpended, and that the cleft, guided by an 
internal principle more perfeft and divine, were fu* 
perior to the of juflice and huina- 

nity. A conliderable party declaimed againli; tiiiies 
and hireling priefthood, and were rci'olved that the 
magilirate fhould not fupport by power or iev"Snu<r 
any ecclcfiaflical dlabliflnnent. Another party in¬ 
veighed againll rfie law and its profell'ors; and on 
pret Jure of rendering more fimple the diflribution of 
jiiltice, were delirous of abolilhing the whole fyflem 
ot Eiiglilh jurlljiriulcnce, which leemed interwoven 
with monarchical government. Even thofe among 
the republicans who adopted not fuch extravagan¬ 
cies, were fo intoxicated with their faintly charac¬ 
ter, that they (uppofed themfelves poffelTed of pe¬ 
culiar privileges; and all profeflions, oaths, laws, 
and engagements had, in a great mcalurc, loft their 
influence over them. The bands of fociety were 
every where loofened ; and the irregular paflions of 
men were encouraged by fpeculative principles, ftill 
more unfocial and irregular. 

THEroyalifts, confilting of the nobles and more 
conliderable gentry, being degraded from their au¬ 
thority, and pjiundered of their property, were in¬ 
flamed with the higheft re/entment and indignation 
againft thofe ignoble adverfaries, who had reduced 
them to fubjeftion. The prefbyterians, whofe cre¬ 
dit had firft fupported the arms of the parliament, 
were enraged to find that; by the treachery or fu- 
, perior cunning of their aflbeiates, the fruits of all 
tfieir fncqefsful labours Were ravifhed from them. 
The former party, from inclination and principle, 
7.ealoufly attached themfelves to the fon of their un- 
ibrtunatq monarch, whofe memory they refpefted, 

and 
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,irnl whofe tragica,! death they deplored. The latter 
i :ilt their eye towards the fame object j but they had 
hiil many pi i.judiccs to overcome, many fears and 
jealoufies to be allayed, ere they could cordially cn- 
tcrta.il thoughts ol refloring the lainiiy, which they 
had id grievoufiy ollended, and whole principles they 
regarded with fnch violent abhorretice. 

'J'liK only folkl fujjport of the republican inde¬ 
pendent laclion, which, though it loimcd fo finall a 
pan of the nation, bad vitilentiy ufurped the govern- 
mpnt^f tbi- w'liole, was a numerous army of near 
lil'ly thoufand men. *But this army, formidable from 


its dil'cipline and courage, as well as its numbers, 
was acluated by a fpirit that rendered it dangerous 
to the alTembly which had alTumed the command 
over it. Accuftomed to indulge every chimera in 
loUtics, every phrenzy in religion, the foldiers knew 
ittle of the fubordination of citizens, and had only 
learned, from apparent neceility, fome maxims of 
military obedience. And while they ftill maintained, 
that all thole enormous violations of law and equity, 
of which they had been guilty, w’cre juftilied by the 
fiiccefs with w'hich Providence had blelfed them; they 
were ready to break .out into any new diforder, 
wherever they had the profpeft of a like fandlion 
and authority. 

What alone gave fome ftability to all thefe un¬ 
fettled humours was, the great influence both civil 
and military acquired by Oliver Cromwel. This 
man, fuited to the age in which he lived, and to 
that alone, was equally qualined to gain the affeftion 
and confidence of men, by what was mean, vulgar, 
and ridiculous in his charafter; as tt) command 
their obedience by what was great, daring, and en- 
terpriftng. Familiar even to buft'ooneVy with the 
meanell centinel, he never loft his authority; Tranf- 
ported to a degree of madnefs with religious exta- 
he never forgot the political purpofes to which 

7 • they 
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CHAP, they might ferve. Hating monaTchy, while a fub- 
. ^ jett; dcipifing liberty, while a dtii;en ; though he 

»64». retained for a lime all orders of men imder a 1‘ecm- 
ing obedience lo the parliament ; he was fecretly 
paving the way, by artilice and courage, to his own 
unlimited authority. 

Thk parliament, for fo we mud henceforth call 
a fmall and inconfiderable })art of the houi'e of eom- 
' mens, having murdered their fovercign with I'o 
many appearing circumdances of folemnity and 
judice, and fo much real violence and evenf»fury, 
began to alTJtmc more the air of a civil, h'gal 
power, and to 'enlarge a liu'e the narrow l^'otioni 
upon'Xt^hich they dood. Tliey admitted a dw of 
the excluded and abfent members, I'uch as were 
liable to lealt e::cc{)tion ; but on condition that thefe 
members diould dgn an aj>probation of wiiatevcr 
had been done in their abfeuce with regard to the 
king’s trial: And fome of them were whiling to ac¬ 
quire a diarc of power on fuch terms: The greater 
part difdained to lend their authority to fuch apparent 
ufurpations. They idited fomc writs for ucw^ elec¬ 
tions, in j)laccs where they hoped to have intcrelt 
enough to bring in their own friends and depend¬ 
ants. They named a council of dale, thirty-eight 
in number, to whom all addredes were made, who 
gave orders to all generals and admirals, w'ho exe¬ 
cuted the laws, and who digeded all bufmcls before 
it was introdpeed into parliamentThey pretend¬ 
ed to employ themfelves entirely in adjuding the 
laws, forms, and plan of a new reprefentative ; and 
as foon as they Ihould have fettled the nation, they ' 

* ^ Their names were, the carls ofDcnbigh, Mulgrave, Pembroke, 
Saliibury, lords* Grey and Fairfax, Lifie> Rolls, St. John, Wilde, 
Pradlhaw, tromwcl, Skippon, Pickering, Maflam, Ilafelrig, Har¬ 
rington, Vane juiu Danvers, Armine, Mildmay, Conftablc, Pen¬ 
nington, Wtlfon, Whitlockc, Martin, Ludlow, Stapleton, Heving- 
, ham. Wallop, HuUlurd'on, Bond, Popham, Valentine, Walton, 
5«ot, Purefoy, Jones. 
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profeflfed their intention of refloring the power to c ii a p. 
the people, from whom they acknowledged they had 
tjitircly derived it. 

The commonwealth found every thing in Eng¬ 
land compofed into a feenting tranquillity by tite 
terror of their arm'?. ]'’orcign powers, occupied in 
wars among ilicml'cives, had no leiJhre or inclination 
to inlcrpole in the domeiilc diiien/’ons of this ifland- 
I'he young king, poor and negletded, living foine- * 
times in Holland, fomcnines in France, fometimes 
hi Jtfl'fey. comforted himf. If aniidft his prefent dif- 
trt'iies with tile hopes of better fortune. I'he fitua- 
lii'ii alone ol Scotland and Ireland ^ave any imme¬ 
diate inquietude to the new republic. 

After the fucccllive defeats of Montrofe and Of.Scot- 
Hamilton, and the ruin of their parties, the wdtole 
authority in Scotland fell into the hands of Argyle 
anil the rigid churchmen, that party which was 
moll averi’e to the intcrefts of the royal family. 

Their cmr.ity, however, againft the independents, 
who h:ul prevented the fcttlcment of prefbyterian 
difciplinc in Tngland, carried them to embrace op- 
pofitc maxims in their political condu(5f. Though 
invitcil by the EnglHh parliament to model their 
government into a republican fiirm, they refolved 
hill to adhere to monarchy, which had ever pre¬ 
vailed in their country,, and which, by the exprefs 
terms of their covenant, they hud engaged to defend. 

They confidered bcfulcs, that as the property of the 
kingdom lay moftly in the .hands of great families, 
it would be difficult to cffablifli a commonwealth, or 


without fome chief magilhate, invefted with royal 
authority, to preferve peace or juflice in the com¬ 
munity. The execution, therefore, ^of the king, 
againlt which they had always proteiled, having oc- 
calioned a vacancy of the throne, they imnrcdiafely 
proclaimed his Ion and fuccedor, Charles 11. ; but 
upon condition of-his good behaviour and ftrief. 
obfervance of the covenant, and his entertaining 
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“ no other perfnns about him but fuch as were godly 
“ men and faithful to that obligation.” Thefe un- 
ufual claufes, infcrted in the very firft acknowledg¬ 
ment of iheir prince, fufliciently fliew'cd their in¬ 
tention of limiting extremely his authority. And the 
Englilh coimnonweakh, having no pretence to in- 
terpofe in the affairs of that kingdom, allowed the 
Scots for the prcfent to take their own meafurcs in 
fettling their government. 

Thj' dominion which England claimed over Ire¬ 
land, demanded more immediately their effort^ for 
fubduing that country. In order to convey a jult 
notion of Irifli affairs, it will be neceffary to look 
backwards fome years, and to relate briefly thofe 
tranl'acl-ions which had pafl during the memorable 
revolutions in England. When the late king 
agreed to that ceflation of arms with the popifh 
rebels', which was become fo requlfite, as well for 
the fecurity of the Irifli proteftants as for promoting 
his interefts in England, the parliament, in order 
to blacken his conduft, reproached him w'lth fa¬ 
vouring that odious rebellion, and exclaimed loudly 
againfl the terms of the ceflation. They even went 
fo far as to declare it entirely null and invalid, be- 
caufe finlflied without their confent; and to this de¬ 
claration the Scots in Ulfler, and the earl of Inchi- 
quin, a nobleman of great authority in Munfter, 
profefled to adhere. By their means the war was 
ftill kept alive; but as the dangerous diflradlions 
In England hindered the parliament from fending 
any confidcrable afliftance to their allies in Ireland; 
the marquis of Ormond, lord lieutenant, being a na¬ 
tive of Ireland, and a perfon endowed with great pru¬ 
dence and virtue, formed a fcheme for compofing the 
diforders of his country, and for engaging the rebel 
Irifli to fupport the caufe of his royal mafter., There 
yere many circumftances which ftrongly invited 
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the natives of Ireland to embrace the kinpj’s'party. CHAP. 
The maxims of that prince had always led him to 
give a reafonablc indulgence to the catholics i6«. 
throughout all his dominions j and one principal 
ground of that enmity, which the puritans profeffed 
againft him, was this tacit toleration. The parlia¬ 
ment, on the contrary, even when unprovoked, 
had ever menaced the papifts with the moft rigid 
reftraint, if not a total extirpation; and immediately • 
after the commencement of the Irifh rebellion, they 
j)ut Jo fale all the eftateS of the rebels, and had 
t ngaged the public faith for transferring them to the 
adventurers, who had already advanced money up¬ 
on that fccurity. The fiiccefs, therefore, whiA the 
arms of the parliament met with at Nafeby, ftruck 
a jull terror into the Irifh; and engaged the coun¬ 
cil of Kilkenny, compofed of deputies from all the 
catholic counties and cities, to conclude a peace 
with the marquis of Ormond *. They profeffed to 
return to their duty and allegiance, engaged to fur- 
nilh ten thoufand men fer the fupport o/ the king’s 
authority in England, and were content with ftipu- 
lailng’ in return, indemnity for their rebellion and 
toleration of their religion. 

Ormond, not doubting but a peace. To advanta¬ 
geous and even neceffary to the Irifh, would be 
flridly obferved, advanced with a fmall body of 
troops to Kilkenny, in order to concert mcafures 
for common defence with his new, allies. The 
pope had fent over to Ireland a nuncio, Rinuccini, 
an Italian ; and this man, whofe commiffion em- 
• powered him to direft the fpiritual concerns of the 
Irifh, was emboldened, by their ignorance and bi¬ 
gotry, to affuine the chief authority in the civil go¬ 
vernment. Forefeeing that a general’fubmiffion to 
the lord-lieutenant w'ould put an end to hij own in- 
huence, he confpired with Owen O’Neal, who com- 
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c HA P. inanJJd the native IiiHi in Uliler, and who bore a 
gieat jealouly to 'h-clion, the general chiefiy indlcd 
1649. by the council of Kilkchny. By conccri, ihcfe two 
malcontents fccretly dw w Ibrces together, and were 
ready to fall on Ormond, who remained in fecurity, 
tridling to the pacificarion fo lately concluded with 
the rebels. lie received intellige]K'’e of their 
treachery, made his retreat with celerity and coii- 
, duct, and Iheltercd his fmall army in Dublin and 
the other fortified towns, which hill remained in the 
hands of the protehants. 

Titi: nui.cio, full of arrogance, levity, and am¬ 
bition, was not, contented with this violation oi 
treaty., lie fummoned an afleinbly of the clergy 
at Waterfon), and engaged them to declare againll 
that pacification, which the civil council had con¬ 
cluded with their fovereign. He even thundered 
out a lenience of excommunication againll; all who 
fliould adhere to a peace, fo jirejudicial, as he pre- 
luided, to the catholic religion; and the deludL-d 
Irilh, terrified with his fpiritual' menace.s, ranged 
tliemftlve.s every where on his lide, and iubmiited 
to his authority. Without fcruple, he carried on 
war auainli the lord-licntenant, and threatened with 
a liege tlic proieftant garrifons, w'hich were, all of 
tlicm, viry ill provided for defence. 

I'.ir ANV/iiii^j:, the unforlunatc king was necelli- 
tated to take flicker in the Hcoltilh army; and being 
there reduced to dole confinement, and fecluded 
from all coihmercc wilh his friends, deipaired, 
rliat his authority, or evdn his liberty, would ever 
be rcflorcd to liim. lie fent orders to Ormond," 
if he could imt defend himfclf, rather to fubmit to 
tlie Knglilh than to the Irilh rebels and accord- 
, ingly the lord-lieutenant, being reduced to cxtrcnii- 
tfer, delivered up Dublin, dredah, Dundalk, and 
other garrifons, to colonel Michael Jones, who 
^ook polleinon of them in the name of the Knglifli 

parliament. 
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|.xu'li:r)i(:nt. Ormond himfclf went over to England, t’ n A P. 
V as admitted into the: king’s prefence, received a 
t>r:iii.rul acknowledgment for his pafl fcrviccs, and '*7645. 
(Uni'-'g Tome time lived in tranquillity near London. 
r>a: l.ei.ig banl.'hed, with tlic other royalifts, to u dif- 
from that city, and feeing every event turn 
<','1 uLi.'oriunaiely for his royal maRer, and threaten 
’ :;:i wirii a catallropiic Rill more direful, he thought 
});oj)"r to retire into France, where he joined liie 
lii. c!i;iful the piiiice of Wales. 

In' ha find, during thel'e tranfadions, the autho¬ 
rity of the nuncio prevailed wirhoui* control among 
.'il th'- catholics; a id that prelate, by his imnicrc- 

n and iniol’ nec, foon made them repent of the 
n.'vwr with which ti'.ev had entrulted him. Prudent 

i . * 

Mcn likcvvire wrii; fcnlible of the total deflruclion, 
v. hh'h w'd."- hanging over the nation from the Lngli'h 
liarliament, and law no refource 0/ fafety but in 
MV!!)', fimport to the declining authority of tix' 
king. Tile carl of Clanricarde, a nobleman of an 
ancient lainHy, a perfon too of merit,, who had evi ;• 
prei'erved his loyalty, was feiifible of the ruin whicii 
tineatened his countrymen, and was refolved, if 
I'ol'.ible, to jnevent it. He fecrctly formed a coiu- 
hinatii'i) among the catholics; he entered into a 
correfpondence with Inchiquin, who preferved 
great autlioriiy over the proteflaiiis in MunRer ; In; 

■‘'rtaclced the nuncio, v. lioin he chafed, out of tin: 

‘ikuni; and .lie font to Paris a deputation, inviting 
d’c lord-lieutenant to return and take poll'eflion of 
his govenuHOf.t. 

Ormox!;, f>u liis ariival in Ireland, found the 
•^iiigdoiu divided into many fadions, anjong which 
■ Hthcr open war or fecret enmity prevailed, 'i he 
auiliority of the EnglKh parliament was eftabliihcd 
in Dublin, and the other towns, which he himfeli 
nad ditlivcrcd into their hands. O'Neal maintain¬ 
ed his credit in iTKlcr ; and having entered into a 
iec’et conerpondcncc witli the pai linmcntary gc- 
• • M ? # ntTRis, 
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CHAP, nerals, was more intent on fchemes for his own 
perfonal fafety, than anxious for the prefervation of 
*649- his country or religion. The other Irifh, divided 
between their clergy, who were averfe to Ormond, 
and their nobility, who were attached to him, were 
very uncertain in their motions and feeble in their 
meafures. The Scots in the north, enraged, as 
. well as their other countrymen, againft the ufurpa- 
tions of the feftarian army, profelTed their adher¬ 
ence to the king; but were ftill hindered by many 
prejudices from entering into a cordial union'witn 
his lieutenant. , All thefe diftrafted councils and 
contrary humours checked the progrefs of Ormond, 
and enabled the parliamentary forces in Ireland to 
maintain their ground againft him. The republi¬ 
can faction, meanwhile, in England, employed in 
fubduing the revolted royalifts, in reducing the 
parliament to fubjedtion, in the trial, condemna¬ 
tion, and execufion of their fovereign, totally ne- 
glefted the fupplying of Ireland,’ and allowed Jones 
and the forces in Dublin to remain in the utmoft 
weaknefs and ntceflity. The lord-lieutenant, though 
furrounded with difficulties, neglected not the fa¬ 
vourable opportunity of promoting the royal caufe. 
Having at laft affembled an army of 16,000 men, 
he advanced upon the parliamentary garrifons. 
Dundalk', where Monk commanded, was deliver¬ 
ed up by the troops, who mutinied againft their 
governor. Tredah, Neury, and other forts, were 
taken. Dublin was threatened with a fiege; and the 
afll'airs of the lieutenant appeared in fo profperous a 
condition, that the young king entertained thoughts 
of coming in perfon into Ireland. 

WncN the Engliffi commonwealth was brought 
»to fome tolerable fettlement, men began to call 
their eyes towards the neighbouring ifland. During 
the conteft of the two parties, the government of 
Ireland had remained a great objed of intrigue; 
and the prelbyterians endeavoured to obtain the 

lieutenancy 
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lieutenancy for Waller, the independents for Lam- CHAP, 
bert. After the execution of the king, Cromwel ^ 

himfelf began to afpire to a command, where fo 1649. 
much glory, he faw, might be won, and fo much 
authority acquired. In his abfence, he took care March 15. 
to have his name propofed to the council of ftate ; 
and both friends and enemies concurred immediately 
to vote him into that important office: The former 
fufpefted, that the matter had not been propofed* 
merely by chance, without his own concurrence; 
"l*he 4 tttter defired to remove him to a diftance, and 
hoped, during his abfence, to gain the afcendant 
over Fairfax, whom he had fo long blinded by his 
hypocritical profeflions. Cromwel himfelf,- -when 
informed of his eleftion, feigned furprife, and pre¬ 
tended at firfl to hefitate with regard to the accept¬ 
ance of the command. And Lambert, either de¬ 
ceived by his diffimulatiqn, or in his turn feigning 
to be deceived, flill continued, notwithftanding this 
difappointment, hjs fricndlhip and connexions with 
Cromwel. 

The new lieutenant immediate!;^ applied himfelf 
with his wonted vigilance to make preparations for 
his expedition. Many difdrders in England it be¬ 
hoved him previoufly to compofe. All 'places were 
lull of danger and inquietude. Though men, afto- 
nifhed with the fuccefles of the army, remained in 
feeming tranquillity, fymptoms of the greatcft dif- 
content every where appeared. Thq Englifli, long 
accuftomed to a mild adminiftration, and unac- 
.quainted with diffimulation, could not conform their 
fpeech and countenance to the prefent neceffity, or 
pretend attachment to a form of government, which 
the^ generally regarded with fuch violent abhor¬ 
rence. It was requifite to change the magiftracy of 
London, and to degrade,, as well as pqnifh, tAe 
mayor and fome of the aldermen, before the pro¬ 
clamation for the abolition of monarchy could be 
publilhed in the city. An engagement being 
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framccV to fupport the commonwealth without king 
or houfc of peers, the army was with feme diiTiculty 
" l.-rought to hibrerib;.- it; but though it was impoltd 
upon the reft of th.c iiafton tiiuler ievere penalties, 
no lefs than puttinir all who refufed out ol the pro¬ 
tection of law; fuch obftinate reluctance was ob- 
j'orved in tile people, that even the imperious par¬ 
liament was obliged to dcfift from it. The fpirit 
of fanaticifm, by which that affembly had at tirft; 
been llrongly fupported, was now turned, in a great 
nieaftire, againft them. Tlie pulpits, being chielly^ 
filled witli prefl>ylerians, or dilguil’ed royalills, and 
having long been the feene of news and politics, 
ooulil by no penalties be rcllrained from declara¬ 
tions unfavourable to the eftablillied government. 
Niimberlefs were the extravagancies which broke 
out among tlie people. Everard, a dilbanded fol- 
cIIlt, h.iving preaclied that the time w'^as now come 
when the community of goods would be renewed 
among cliriilians, led out his followers to take 
])oirci]ion of the land ; and being carried before the 
general, he refufed to lalute him; becaufe he was 
but his fellow ersatureWhat feemed more dan¬ 
gerous, the army itfelf .was infected with like bu- 
inours'Though the levellers Itad for a time been 
fiipprelfcd by the audacious fpirit of Cromwcl, they 
fljill continued to propagate their doctrines among 
the private men and inferior officers, who pretended 
a right to be confulted, as before, in the admlni- 
ft ration of the Ccmimonw-ealth. They now praftifed 
againft their officers the * fame lelfon which they 
bad been taught againft the parliament. They 
framed a rcmonftrancc, and fent five agitators to 
jnefeiit it to the general and council of war : Thcfe 
were cafhiercd with ignominy by fentence of a court 
nivtial. One Lockier, having carried his feditlon 
farther, was fcnicnccd to death ; but this punifh- 
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jiient was fo far from qm-'.Hing the muuuu ■ CHAP, 

that above a thoufaiid of lus companions liiow ^ 

tii.ir u'-ihcrcnce to him, by attendinj:^ his funeral, ,649. 
and uearing in their hats black and fea-green rib- 
bon,^ i)y way of favours. About four thoufand af- Ia vcII.-vs 
iciubk'd at I 3 urlor(I, under tin; command of Thom- 
ion, a man formerly condemned for fedition by a 
cuuU-inattial, but pardoned by the general. Co- 
loiicd iveynolus, and atrerwavds Fairfax and Crom- ‘ 
wcl. fed upon them, while unprepared for defence, 
‘.wulH’educcJ bv the appearance of a treaty. Four 
hundred Wt re taken prifoners; Some of them ca-. 
pir dly paninied : riic relt p.irdond t : And this tii- 
Jimituouj Ipirit, though it ILill lurked in ihe'anny, 
and !)i‘()ke out fjom lime to lime, feemeJ for the 
preiVnt to be funorefled. 

* * A 

Pi/rn JON.^, Iramed in the fame fpirit of oppofi- 
tiv'a, vere prefented 10 the parliament by lieutenaiit- 
C'.iloavl Lilburn, tiie perfon who, for difperfmg fe- 
ditious libels, hadjbrmerly been tieaied with fuch 
leverity by the ilar-chamber. Ilis liberty was at 
this time as ill-relifhcd by the j)arjiament, and he 
was thrown into prifon, as p. promoter of fedition 
and dlforder in the Commonwealth. The w'omen 
appllcil by petition for his rclealc ; but W'ere now 
clehred to mind their houfehold alfairs, and leave 
the government of the Rate to the men. From all 
quarters, the parliament was haraffed with peti¬ 
tions of a very free nature, which Rrongly fjmke 
the fenfe of the nation, and pioved how ardently 
all men longed for the relloration of their laws and 
liberties. Even in a feaR, which the city gave to" 
the parliament and council of Rate, it was deemed 
a rec^uifite precaution, if w'e may credit Walker and 
pugdale, to fwear all the cooks, that they woul^ 
ferve nothing but wholefome food to them* 

The parliament judged it neceCiary to enlarge 
ike laws of hiLdi-treafon beyond thofe narrow* 
bounds, within which they had been confined du- 
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CHAP ting the monarchy. They even comprehended ver- 
bal offences, nay intentions, though they had never 
appeared in any overt-aft againft the ilate. lo 
affirm the prefent government to be an ufurpation, 
to affert that the parliament or council of ftate were 
tyrannical or illegal, tp endeavour fubverting their 
authority, or Airring up fedition againA them; thefe 
ofiences were declared to be high-treafon. ^ Ihe 
■power of imprifonment, of which the petition of 
right had bereaved the king, it was now found^ ne- 
ccffary to reAore to the council of Aate; and ak the 
jails in England were filled with men whom the 
jealouAes and fehrs of the ruling party had repre- 
fented ' as dangerous The taxes, continued by 
the new government, and which, being uriufual, 
were eAeemed heavy, incrcafed the general ill-w'ill 
under which it laboured. BeAdes the cuAoms and 
excife, ninety thoufand pounds a-month were^ levied 
on land for the fubAAence of the army. Ihe fe- 
queArations and compoAtions of .the royaliAs, the 
fale of the crow n lands, and of the dean and chapter 
lands, though ihey yielded great Aims, were not 
fufficient to fupport the ,yaA expences, and, as was 
fulpefted, the great depredatio/is, of the parliament 

and their creatures ^ 

Amidst all thefe difficulties and diAurbances, the 
Aeady mind of Cromwel, without confuAon or 
erabarraffment, ilill purfued its purpofe. While 
he was colleftiing an army of twelve thoufand men 
in the weA or England, he fent to Ireland, 
under Reynolds and Venables, a reinforcement of. 
four thoufand horfe and foot, in order to flrengthen 
Jones, and enable him to defend himfelf againA 
the marquis *of Ormond, who lay at FinglaA, 
ajtd was making preparations for the attack of Dub¬ 
lin. Inchiquin, who had now made a treaty with 

» k Hiftory of Independency, part ii. • > Pari. Hiftory, vol. 
p. ij6. 176. 
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the king’s lieutenant, having, with a feparate’body, CHAP, 
taken Tredah and Dundalk, gave a defeat to OiFar- 
rell who fej-ved under O’Neal, and to young Coot 
who commanded fome parliamentary forces. After 
he had joined his troops to the main army, with 
whom, for fome time, he remained united, Or¬ 
mond paffed the river Liffy, and took poll at Rath- 
mines, two miles from Dublin, with a view of 
commencing the fiege of that city. In order to cut. 
off all farther fupply from Jones, he had begun the 
•upiiiation of an old fort which lay at the gates of 
Dublin ; and being exhaufted with continual fatigue 
fur fome days, he had retired to reft, after leaving 
orders to keep his forces under arms. He was fud- adAugufl. 
tienly awaked with the noife of firing; and flatting 
from his bed, faw every thing already in tumult 
and confufion. Jones, an excellent officer, formerly 
a lawyer, had fallicd out with the reinforcement 
newly arrived ; and, attacking the party employed 
in repairing the fort, he totally routed them, pur- 
fued the advantage, and fell in with the army, 
which had neglefted Ormond’s orders. Thefe he 
loon threw into diforder; put them to flight, in 
fpite of all the efforts of the’lord-lieutenant; chafed 
them off the field ; felzed all their tent’s, baggage, 
ammunition; and returned vidlorious to Dublin, Siege of 
after killing a thoufand men, and taking above two 
thoufand prifoners 

This lofs, which threw fome blemifh on the mi- 

7 p 

litary charadfer of Ormond, was irreparable to the 
jroyal caul'e. That numerous army which, with fo 
much pains and difficulty, the lord-lieutenant had 
been colledling for more than a year, was difperfed 
in a moment. Cromwel foon after arrived in Dub- ijd' Aug. 
Hn, ‘where he was welcomed with fliouts and re¬ 
joicings. He haftened to Tredah. That town wda 
well fortified : Ormond had thrown into ’itagood 

• 
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garrilon of tlnce tlioufand men, under fir Arthur 
Alton, an olfici-r oi'reputulion. He expected that 
Tredah, hing hi the ncighboiiriiood, of ]’)ublin, 
would firft. be attempted by Croinwel, and lie was 
dcfirous to employ the enemy fome time in that 
fiege, while he himfelf fhould repair his broken 
forces. But Cromwel knew the importance of dif- 
patch. Having made a breach, he ordered a gc- 
, neral aflaulr. Though twice lepulled witli lofs, he 
renewed the attack, and himfelf, along with Ireion, 
led on his men. 7\.ll oppofition W'as overborn j by 
the furious valour of the troops. I'hc town was 
taken fvvord in hand ; and orders being iliued to 
give no quarter, a cruel llaughter was made of the 
garrifon Even a few', W'ho were faxed b) tl'.e ful- 
diers, faiiatcd with blood, vx^oro next day miferably 
butchered by orders from the general. One perfon 
ah,me of the garrifon efcaped to be a meileiiger of 
tins univerfal haxmc and dellruclion, 

Cromxvul pretended to retaliate by this fevere 
execution the cruelty of the Irilh mallaei c ; But he 
well knew, that almofl the whole garrifon was Eng- 
lifli; and his juuice w'as only a barbarous policy, in 
order to terrify all other garrifons from rdillance. 
His policy, however, had the defired etFci^t. Hav¬ 
ing led the army without delay to Wexford, he 
began to batter the town. The garrifon, aiier a 
ilight defence, oll'cred to ca ntiiliite; but, before 
they obtained^ a cefl’ation, they imprudently ne¬ 
glected their guards ; and the Englifii ur-my rufhed 
in upon them. The fame feveriry was cxercifed as. 
at 'J’redah. 

Every town before which Cromwel prefented 
himfelf, now opened its gate without refill'ance. 
Rofs, though Urongly garrifoned, was furrendered 
lord 'i’affe. Elaving taken Eltionage, Cromwel 
threw a bri'.ige over the B:nrow', and made hlinlclf 
qniller of Ealfage and Carrie. .'J'he Englifh had no 
farther dilhcallies to encounter than what aiofe 

from 
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from fatigue and the advanced feafbn. Fluxes and chap. 
contagious difleropers creeped in among the fol- 
,r.un;, who jicrifhed in great numbers. Jones him- 
!wlf, the brave governor of Dublin, died at Wex- 
f irJ. And Croinwel had fo far advanced with his 
dicayed army, that he began to find it difficult, 
either to fubfift in the enemies country, or retreat to 
his own garrifons. But while he was in thefe ftraits, Novemb. 
ClorlvC, Kinfale, and all the Englifli garrifons in 
Mimfler, deferted to him, and oj>ening their gates, 
refol^d to Ihare the fortunes of their vidforious 
countrymen. 

Tins defertion of the Engllffi put an end to Or¬ 
mond's authority, vdiich was already much dimi- 
itiffied by 'he tnisiurtunes at Dublin, Treciah, and 
WexKirc. The Iriffi, actuate J by national and re- 
li':ii)i4> preiudices, could no longer be kept in obe¬ 
dience by a proLedant governor, who was fo unfuc- 
ce'. rul ill all his i ■•.erprifes. Idle clergy renewed 
tiair exconiinurdcations againfi him and his adhe- 
rtn.s, and ivMeJ the terrors of fuperftition to thofc 
wli'di arofe -roin a victorious enemy. Cromwel, 
hii.'iiig ri cc ved a reinforcement Trora England, 
again took the field eajly in the fpring. He made 
hiiureU' mnih-r of Kilkenny and Clonmel', the only 
places where ^he met with any vigorous refiftance. 

The wlu.le frame of the Irifti union being in a man¬ 
ner dilndved, Ormond foon after left the ifland, 
and delegated his authority to Clanricarde, who 
found aflaifh fo defperate as to admit o/" no remedy. 

The Iriih were glad to embrace banifiiment as a 
-refuge. Above 40,000 nif-n palfed into foreign 
fervice ; and Cromwel, well-pleafed to free the ifland 
from enemies, who never could be cordially recon-, 
ciled fb the Englifli, gave them full liBerty and lei- 
fure for their embarkation. ^ * 

While Cromwel proceeded with fuch uninter¬ 
rupted fuccefs in Ireland, which in the fpace of.. 

nine 
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nine months he had almoft entirely fubdued, fortune 
was preparing for him a new fcene of victory and 
triumph in Scotland. Charles was at- the Hague 
when fir Jofcph Douglas brought him intelligence 
that he was proclaimed king by the Scottilh parlia¬ 
ment. At the fame time, Douglas informed him 
of the hard conditions annexed to the proclamation, 
and extremely damped that joy which might arife 
from his being recognifed fovereign in one of his 
kingdoms. Charles too confidered, that thofe who 
pretended to acknowledge his title, were air that 
very time in aftual rebellion againft his family, and 
would be fure td intruft very little authority in his 
hands, and fcarcely would afford him perfonal liber¬ 
ty and fecurity. As the profpeft of affairs in Ire¬ 
land was at that time not unpromifmg, he intended 
rather to try his fortune in that kingdom, from 
which he cxpefted more dutiful fubmiflion and obe¬ 
dience. 

Meanwhile he found it expedient to depart from 
Holland. The people in the United Provinces 
were much attached to his interefts. Befides his 
connexion with the family of Orange, which was 
extremely beloved by the populace, all men regard¬ 
ed with compaffion his helplefs condition, and ex- 
preffed the greateft abhorrence againft the murder 
of his father; a deed to which nothing, they 
thought, but the rage of fanaticifm and fa£lion could 
have impelled the parliament. But though the 
public in general bore great favour to the king, the 
States were uneafy at Ws prefence. They dreaded 
the parliament, fo formidable by their power, and 
fo profperous in all their enterprifes. 1 hey appre¬ 
hended the n\oft precipitate refolutions from n^en ot 
foch violent and haughty difpofitions. ^ And, after 
the murder of Doriflaus, they found it ftill more 
neceflary to fatisfy the Englifh commonwealth, by 
♦removing the king to a diftance from them. 

* ^ DORISLAI/S* 
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Dorislaus, though a native, of Holland, had 
lived long in England^ and being employed as 
afliftant to the high court of juftice, which con¬ 
demned the late king, he had rifen to great credit 
and favour with the ruling party. They fent him 
envoy to Holland; but no fooner had he arrived at 
the Hague, than he was fet upon by fome royalifts, 
chiefly retainers to Montrofe. They ruflied into 
the room, where he was fitting with fome company; 
dragged him from the table; put him to death as 
‘the Tlrft victim to their murdered fovereign ; very 
leifurely and peaceably feparated themfelves; and 
though orders were iflTued by the magifirates to 
arreft them, tbefe were executed with fuch flbwnefs 
and reludance, that the criminals had all of them 
the opportunity of making their efcape. 

Charles, having paffcd fome time at Paris, 
where no affiftance was given him, and even few civili¬ 
ties were paid him, made his retreat into Jerfey, where 
his authority wa& ftill acknowledged. Here Win- 
ram, laird of Liberton, came to him as deputy 
from the committee of eftates in Scotland, and in¬ 
formed him of the conditions to which he mu ft ne- 
ceflfarily fubmit before he could be admitted to the 
exercii'e of his authority. Conditions more fevere 
were never impofed by fubjefts upon their fove¬ 
reign ; but as the affairs of Ireland began to decline, 
and the king found it no longer fafe to venture 
himfelf in that ifland, he gave a civil anfwer to 
Winram, hnd defined commiflSoners to meet him at 
•Breda, in order to enter into a treaty with regard to 
thefe conditions. 

The earls of Caflilis and Lothian, lord Burley, 
the laird of Liberton, and other commiffioners, ar¬ 
rived at Breda; but without any power of treating,: 
The king muft fubmit, without referve, to.the terms 
impofed upon him. The terms were, that he 
fliould iflue a proclamation, baniftting from court 
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CHAP, all excommunicated perfons, that is, all thofe who, 
either under Hamilton or Montrofe, had ventured 
.1^50. their lives for his family; that no Englilh fubjett 
who had ferved againft the parliament, fhoukl be 
allowed to approach him ; that he Ihould bind him- 
felf by his royal promife to take the covenant ; that 
he ftiould ratify all ads of parliament, by which 
prefbyterian government, the directory of worlliip, 
’the confelllon of htith, and the catechifm, were cha- 
blilhed; and that in civil aTairs he fhould entirely 
conform himfelf to the direftion of parliament, ‘and 
in ecclefiaflical, to that of the alfembly. Thcfe pro- 
pofals, the commiflionei s, after palling fome time 
in fermbns and prayers, in order to exprefs the more 
determined refolution, very folemnly delivered to 
the king. 

The king’s friends were divided with regard to 
the part which he fhould ad in this critical conjunc¬ 
ture. Moll of his I'mglilh counfcllors diffuaded him 
from accepting conditions fo di Card van tageous and 
difhonourable. They faid that the men who now 
governed Scotland were the inofl furious and bi¬ 
goted of that party, which, notwithflanding his 
gentle government, had lirft excited a rebellion 
againfl; the late king ; after the mofl; unlimitcd.con- 
cellions, had renewed their rebellion, and flopped 
the progrefs of his vidories in England ; and after 
he had entrufted his perfon to them in his uttermolt 
diffrefs, had bafely fold him, together with their 
• own honour, to his barbarous enemies : That they 
had as yet fhown no marks of repentance, and even 
in the terms which they now propofecl, difplayed 
the fame antimonarchical principles, and the lame 
jealoufy of theiu fovereign, by which they had ever 
betn aduated: That nothing could be more dif¬ 
honourable-than that the king, in his firft enterprife, 
fhould facrifice, merely for the empty name of roy¬ 
ally, thofe principles for which his father had died 

a martyr. 
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d martyr, and in which he himfeif had been ftrlclly c n A p. 
educated : That by this hypocrify he might lofc the 
royalifls, who alone were finccrely attached to him ; '”'^650^ 
but never would gain the prefbyterians, who were 
u\ crfeto his family and his caufe, and would aferibe 
his compliance merely to policy and necellity : 'That 
the Scots had refufed to give lum any afurances of 
fheir intending to rcflore him to the throne of Eng- 
liiid ; and could they even be brought to make fuch 
an attempt, it had fuiTiciently appeared, by the 
event of I lainilton's engagement, how unequal their 
h'rc^was to fo great an enterprife : That on the fu ll 
^.heck which thev lliould receive, Argvlc and his 
paulfans would lay hold of tlte quickelf expedient 
i(n' reconciling thcmfclvcs to the Englifh parlia¬ 
ment, and would betray the king, as they had done 
his father, into the hand's of his enemies: And that, 
however defperate the royal caufe, it mud fiill be 
rcgjrded as highly imprudent in the king to make 
a lacrificc of liis honour; w hire the foie purchafe 
ua; fo endanger hi*> life pr liberty. 

'lilt; carl of Lancric, now duke of Hamilton, 
li'ic earl of Lauderdale, aftd others •of that party, 
tvho had been banifhed theif country for the late 
(.iijragement, were then with the king ; .and being 
d. lirous of returning home in his retinue, thev 
joined the opinion of the young duke of Bucking- 
I'-'.m, and earncflly ijrolfed him to fubmit to the 
coii'litions required of him. It was urged, that 
noiiiing would more gratify the king’s Cncinics than 
to fee him hill into the fnare laid for him, aitd by 
.Id fcrupulous a nicety, leave tlie polTellion of his 
dominions to thofe who dclirod but a prefence for 
excluding him ; That Argyle, not daring fo far to 
oppofo the bent of the nation as to throw ofl* ail 
=''!ogi,\nce to his fn'ereign, had end)raced this ex-* 

I'c.iieni, by which he hoped to Vnake Cdliafles de- 
tui’oiu; himfeif, and reftife a king*lom which was 
him; 'That it was not to be doubted but the 

* fame 
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fame national fpirit, aflifted by Hamilton and hig 
party, would rife ftill higher in favour of their 
prince after he had entrufted himfelf to their fidelity, 
and would much abate the rigour of the conditions 
now iiTipofed upon him : 'That whatever might be 
the prefent intentions of the ruling party, they muff 
unavoidably be engaged in a war with England, and 
muft accept the alliffancc of the king’s friends of 
all parties, in order to fupport thernfclves againft a 
power fo much fuperior : That how much foever a 
Ready, uniform conduft might have been fuitabjc 
to the advanced age and ftri£t engagements of the 
late king, no cne would throw any blame on a 
young prince for complying with conditions which 
necellity had extorted from him : That even the ri¬ 
gour of thofe principles profefled by his father, 
though with fome it had exalted his charafter, had 
been extremely prejudicial to his interefts; nor 
could any thing be more ferviceable to the royal 
caufe, than to give all parties room to hope for 
more equal and more ind -gent maxims of govern¬ 
ment : And that where affairs were reduced to fo 
defperate a fituation, dangers ought little to be re¬ 
garded ; and the king’s honour lay rather in fhow- 
ing fome early fymptoms of courage and activity, 
than in chufing ftriclly a party among theological 
controverfies, with which, it might be fuppofed, he. 
was as yet very little acquainted. 

Thlse arguments, feconded by the advice of the 
queen mother and of the prince of Orange, the 
king’s brother-in-law, who both of them thought jt 
ridiculous to refufe a kingdom merely from regard 
to epifcopacy, had great influence on Charles. 
But what chiefly determined him to comply was 
the account brought him of the fate of Mont- 
rofe, wjio, with all the circumflances of rage 
and contumely, had been put to death by his zeal¬ 
ous countrymen. Though in this inftance the 
king fi^w more evidently the furious fpirit by 
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in all his dominions ; he lent a willing ear to fuggef- 
tions which, however ill-grounded or improbable, 
were fo conformable to his own daring charaftcr. 

He armed feveral of the inhabitants of the Ork¬ 
neys, though an unwarlike people, and carried 
them over with him to Cairhnefs; hoping that 
the general affection to the king’s fervice, and the 
fame of his former exploits, w’ould make the High¬ 
landers flock to his ftandard. But all men were 


now^ harafled and fatigued wdth wars and difl)rders: 
Many of thofe who formerly adhered to hiut, had 
been I'evcvcly puniflied by the covenanters: And no 
profpeCt of fudeefs was entertained in oppofition tc> 
lo great a force as was drawn together againlt him. 
l;ut huwe\er weak Montrofe’s army, the memory 
of palt events flruck a great terror into the com¬ 
mittee of ellafes. They immediately ordered kefiey 
and Holborne to march againlt him with an army 
of 4000 men. Strahaii was feiit before, with a body 
of cavalry, to cheek liis progrefs. He Icll unex¬ 
pectedly on Montrofe, who had no horfe to bring 
liim intelligei\ce. The royalilts were put to flight; 
all of them either killed or taken ])rifoncrs; and 
Montrofe himfelf, having put on the difguife of a 
peafant, was perfldloufly delivered Into the hands of 
his enemies, by a friend to whom he had entrufted 
his perfon. 

Alj. the infoleuce which fuccefs can produce in 
ungeneroui minds, was txertifed by the covenant¬ 
ers againlt Montrofe,, whom they fu much hated 
and fo much dreaded. Theological antipathy far¬ 
ther increafed their indignities tow-ards a perfon, 
whom they regarded as inroious on account of the 
cxcommunjcation which had been ])ronounced 
againlt him. I.efley led. him about for feveral days 
in tlje.fame low habit under which he had difgulled 


himfelf. The vulgar, wherever he pafled, were 
in/iigated to reproaiii and .vility him. When he 
came.to ]iJ!nbnrgh, even y ci'rcumflance of elaborate 
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/.igo and infuit was put in pniclicc by order of ilic c Tl A r. 
pArh'aincnt. At the gate of the city he was met 
by the maj>ihrales, and put into a new cart, ])ur- 
p delv made witli a high chair or bench, where he 
•'vas i)iaced, that the people might have a full view 
ol him. lie was bound with a cord, drawn over 
hi' bread: and llioulders, and fadened through holes 
nude in the cart. The hangman then look oil' the 
ii:ti of tlie noble prifoner, and rode hinifclf before 
the cart in his livery, and with his bonnet on ; the 
otIicV odicers, who were taken prifoners with the 
m.ircpiis, walking two and two before them. 

'Ijii'; populace, more generous and humane, 
when they law fo mighty a change of fortune in iliis 
great man, fo lately their dread and terror, into 
v.''hf)fe hands the magidrates, a few years before, 
had delivered on tlieir knees the keys of the city, 
were druek with companion, and viewed him with 
filetit tears and admiration. 'Ihe preachers, next 
.Sunday, cxcLiimeJ againft this movement of rebel 
nature, as they termed it; and reproached the peo¬ 
ple with their profane tendernefs towards the capital 
enemy of piety and religion. 

Whi n he was carried before the parliament, 
which was then fitting, Loudon, the chancellor, in a 
violent declamation, reproached him with the breach 
ot the national covenant, which he had fubfertbed j 
his rebellion againlt God, the-king, and the king¬ 
dom ; and the many horrible murders, treafons, 
and im lietics for which lie was now to be brought 
to concign puuifliment. Montrofe in his anfwer 
maintained the fume fupcrioiity above his enemies., 
to which by his fame and great actions, as wxll as 
by tge confeioufnefs of a g;ood caufe,, he was juilly 
enticled. He told the parliament, that fince tlu' 
king, as he w^as informed, had fo far avo^ved their 
authority, as to enter into treaty w'ilh them, he now 
Ujipearcd uncovered before their tribunal; a refpvcS 
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which, while they Hood in open defiance to their 
Sovereign, they would in vain have required of him. 
That he acknowledged, with infinite fhamc and re- 
morfe, the errors of his early conduft, when their 
plaufible pretences had feduced him to tread with 
them the paths of rebellion, and bear arms apainft 
his pi mce and country. That his following fervices, 
he hoped, had fufiicicntly teftified his repennince; 
and his uf ath would now atone for that guilt, the 
only one with which he could juftly reproach hini- 
felf. That in all his warlike enterprifes hc’ was 
warranted by that comniiilion, which he had re¬ 
ceived from nis ind their mafler, againfl whole law¬ 
ful authority they had erected their ftandard. That 
to venture his life for his fovereign was the leall 
part of his merit: He had even thrown down his 
arms in obedience to the facred commands of the 
king; and had refigned to them the vidory, which, 
in defiance of all their efforts, he was lUll enabled 
to difpute with them. That no blood had ever been 
IheJ by him but in the field of battle; and many 
perfons were now in his eye, many now dared to 
pronounce fentence of, death upon him, whole life, 
forfeited by the laws of war, he had formerly faved 
from the fury of the foldicrs. That he was lorry 
to find no better teffimony of their return to alle¬ 
giance than the murder of fo faithful a fubjed, in 
whofe death the king's commiffion muff; be, at 
once, fo highly injured and affronted. That as to 
himfelf, they had in vain endeavoured to vilify and 
degrade him by ail their ftudied indignities: The 
jultice of his caufe, he knew, would ennoble any 
fortune; nor had he other afflidion than to fee the 
authority of,his prince, with which he was inyefted, 
,treated with fo much ignominy. And that he now 
joyftilly< followed, by a like unjufl fentence, his 
late foverdgn; and fhould be happy if, in his 
* future deftiny, he could follow him to the fame 
. 8 blifsfuJ 
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hlirsful inanfions, where his piety and humane vir- c H A P. 
tucs had already, without doubt, fecured him an LX. 
eternal recompenfe. 

Moni'koses fentence was next pronounced 
aj;ainlt him, “ That he, James Graham” (for this 
was the only name they vouchllired to give him), 

“ Ihould next day be carried to Edinburgh crofs, 

“ and there be hanged on a gibbet, thirty feet high, 

“ for the fpace of three hours: Then he taken * 

“ down, his head be cut olF upon a fcaffold, and 
aT/ixed to the prifon: I lis legs and arms be ftuck 
“ up on the four chief towns of the kingdom : His 
“ body be buried in the place appropriated f -om- 
“ uioM tnalcfa(?ors; except the church upon his 
“ rcpcniance, fhould take off his ex. ommunica- 
tion.” 

Tin-; clergy, hoping that the terrors of immedi¬ 
ate death had U'^'v given them an advantage over 
tiieir enemy, flock :d about him, and iululted over 
liis fallen fortunes. T’hey pronounced his damna- 
ilon, and aflured him, that the jndgmi it, which 
he was fo loon to fulFer, woulil pr«*ve but an eafy 
prologue to that; which he muff undergo hereafter, 
i hey next oflered to pray with him: .But he was 
too well acquainted w’^h thofe forms of imprecation 
which they called prayers. “ Loit‘, vouchfafeyet 
“ to touch the obdurate heart of this proud i iccrrl- 
“ gible finner; this wicked, perjured, traittrous, 
and profane perfon, who refufes t6 hearken to 
the voice of thy church,” Such were tne peti¬ 
tions, which, he expetted, they would, according 
to cuftom, offer up for him. ITe told them, that 
they were a miferably deluded and deluding people ; 
and •would fhortly bring their country under the 
inoft infupportable fervitude, to which any natioa 
had ever been reduced. “ For my part;” added 
he, “I am much prouder to have my head affixed 
“ to the place wherfi it is fentenced to ftand, than 
to have my picture hang in the king’s bt*d-cham- 
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are to b,e lent to lour cities oi the kingdom ; I 
wiib 1 had limbs enow to be dlfperfcd into all 
“ the cities of Chrillendom, there to rentain as 
“ tertimonics in favour of the caufe for which I 
“ fuller.” This feiiciinent, that very evening, 
while in prifon, he threw into verfe. The poem 
remains; a fignal monument of his heroic fpirit, 
'and no dtfpicable proof of his poetical genius. 

ISIow was led forth, amidft the infults of his 
enemies and the tears of the people, this malt of 
illuftrious birth, and of the greatefl renown in the 
nation, to fufTer,*far his adhering to the laws of his 
country, and the rights of his fovereign, the igno¬ 
minious death deftined to the meanell inalefacfor, 
I'ivery attempt, which the infolence of the govern¬ 
ing j)arty hati made tofubdue his fpirit, had hither¬ 
to proved fruitlefs : They made yet one effort more, 
in this lalt and melancholy feene, when all enmity, 
arifing from motives merely human, is commonly 
foftened and difarmed. The executioner brought 
that hook, whi/;h had been jmbliffied in elegant 
l.arin, of his great military actions, and tied it by 
a cord about liis neck. Montrofe fmiled at this 
new inflance of their malice, lie thanked them, 
however, for their officious zeal; and faid, that 
he’ bore this telfimony of his bravery and loyalty 
with more pride than he had ever worn the gar¬ 
ter. Having • alked, whether they had any more 
indignities to ptit upon him, and renewing fome 
Executed, devout ejaculations, he patiently endured the laft act 
of the executioner. 

Tuns perifhed, in the thirty-eighth year of his 
age, the gallant marquis of Montrofe; the .man 
V(hofe military genius, both by valour and con- 
dud, had fhone forth beyond any which, during 
thefe civil diforders, had aj)pearcd in the three king¬ 
doms. The finer arts loo, h? had, in his youth, 
fuccelsfully cultivated ; and whatever was fublime, 

' elegant, 
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elegant, or noble, touched his great foul. * Nor chap. 
was he infenfible to the pleafures either of fociety 
()r of love Something, however, of the vajl and 
unbounded charactcrifecl his aclions and deport- 
incm ; and it was merely by an heroic clibrt of duty, 
that lie brought his mind, impatient of fuperiority, 
and even of equality, to pay fuch unlimited fubniif- 
jion 10 the will of his fovereign. 

d'nc vengeance of the covenanters was not fatif- 
llod with Montrofe’s execution. Urrey, whofe in- 
eon i^uicy now led him to take part v'ilh the king, 
lulicred about the fame time: Spottifwood of 
Dacrfie, a youth ofelgliteen, fir Francis Hay of Dal- 
getie, and colonel Sibbald, all of them of birth and 
cliaracfer, underwent a like fate. Thefe were taken 
priioners with Montrofe. 'Fhe marquis of Hunt- 
ley, about a year before, had alfo fallen a victim 
to the fever!ty of the covenanters, 

d ue part feerte difplays in a full light the bar¬ 
barity of this theological faction : The fequel will 
fuflicienily difplay their abfurdity. 

Ttiii king, in conl'equence of his agreement with 131! June, 
the coinmiinoners of Scotland, fet fi«l for that coun¬ 
try ; and being efcorted by feven Dutch fhips of 
war, who were fent to guard the herring fiiliery, he 
arrived in the frith of Cromarty. Before he was 
permitted to land, he was required to fign the co- 
\ enant; and many fermons and lectures were made 
iiim, exhorting him to perfeyere in that holy con¬ 
federacy ^ Hamilton, Lauderdale, Dumfermling, covenant- 
and other noblemen of that party whom they called , 
I'lngagcrs, were immediately feparated from him, 
and obliged to retire to their houfes, where they 
lived in a private manner,, without truft or autho¬ 
rity. • None of his Englifh friends, who had ferved 
his father, were allowed to remain in the kingdom* 

• Sir Edward Walker’s Ilillorical DifcourfcvS p. 159* 
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c II A P. The kins: himft If found that he was confidcred as 
a mere pageant of ftate, and that the few remains 
a6io. of royalty which he pofleffed, ferved only to draw 
on him the greater indignities. One of the quar¬ 
ters of Montrofe, his faithful fervant, who had 
borne his commiilion, had been fcnt to Aberdeen, 
and was ftill allowed to hang over the gates when 
he paired by that place p. The general alTernbly, 

, and afterwards the committee of ellates and the 
army, who were entirely governed by the aflcmbly, 
iet forth a public declaration, in which they prjQtell- 
ed, that they did not efpoufe any malignant quar- 
rel or party, • but fought merely on their former 
“ grounds or principles j that they difclaiincd all 
“ the fins and guilt of the king, and of his houfe; 
“ nor would they own him or his intered, other- 
“ wife than with a fubordination to God, and fo 
“ far as he owned and profecuted the caufe of God, 
** and acknowledged the fins of his houfe, and of 
his former ways 

The king, lying entirely at mercy, and having 
no affurance of life or liberty, farther than was 
agreeable to rhe*^fancy of thefe auflere zealots, was 
conflrained to embrace a meafure, which nothing 
but the neceflity of his affairs, and his great youth 
and inexperience, could excufe. He iffuetl a dc- 
Aiif. i6. claration, fuch as they required of him^ Me there 
gave thanks for the merciful difpenfations of provi¬ 
dence, by which he was recovered from the fiiare 
of evil counfel, had attained a full perfunlion of the 
righteoufnefs of the covenant, and was induced to^ 
call himfelfand his interells wholly upon God. He 
defired to be deeply humbled and afilided in fpirit, 
becaufe of his father's following wicked meafures, 
oppofmg the covenant and the work of reformation, 
abd Ihedding the blood of God’s people throughout 

^ P Sir Edward Walker’s Hiftorical DMcourfcs, p. 160. 

4 Ibid. p. z66> x 67« ' IbL'* p* 170. 
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all hb dominions. He lamented the idolatry of his c H A p. 
mother, and the toleration of it in his father’s . j 
houfe ; a matter of great offence, he faid, to all the , 5 ^ 0 . 
proieftant churches, and a great provocation to him 
who is a iealous God, vifiting the Tins of the father 
upoti the children. He profelfed, that he would 
have no c-unnies but the enemies of the covenant; 
and that he detefted all popery, liiperftition, prelacy, 
iiLiTry, fchi..n, and profanenefs: And was refolved, 
not to tolerate, much lefs to countenance, any of 
r’leiji ’’1 any of his dominions. He declared, that 
he IbouU never love or favour thofe who had fo 
lltilc coiuciencc as to follow his mferefts, in jnefer- 
ence to the gofpcl and the kingdom of Jefus .ChrifU 
An 1 he exprelfed his hope, that, w'hatcver ill fuc- 
ceis his former guilt might have drawn upon his 
tauie, yet now'^, having obtained mercy to be on 
God’s fide, and to acknowledge his own caufe fub- 
ordinate to that of God, divine providence would 
crown his arms wdth victory. 

Srii.L the covenanters and the clergy were difli- 
clent of the king’s iincerlty. The facility which he 
difeovered in yielding whatever \vas required of 
him, m<ide them fufpeft, that he regarded all his 
conceffions merely as ridiculous farces, to which he 
inuft; of neceflity fubmit. They had another trial 
prepared for him. Inftead of the folemnity of his 
coronation, which was delayed, they were refolved 
that he fhould pafs through a public humiliation, 
and do penance before the whole people. They 
fent him tw'elve articles of repentance, which he was 
to acknowledge; and the king had agreed, that he 
would fubmit to this indignity. The various tranf- 
greflions of his father and grandfather, together 
wiili the idolatry of his mother, are again enume¬ 
rated and aggravated in thefc articles; and farther 
declarations were infifled on, that he louglit the re- 

floraiion of his rights for the foie advancement 
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c H A V. religion, and in fubordination to the kingdom of 
Chrifl*. In Ihorl, having exalted the altar above the 
i6jo. throne, and brought royalty under their feet, the 
clergy were rcfolved to trample on it, and vilify 
it, by every iiiflance of contumely, which their 
prel'cnt influence enabled them to iinpofe upon their 
unhappy prince. 

CiiAKLiis in the mean time found his authority 
•entirely annihilated, as well as his charafter degrad¬ 
ed. He was confultcd in no public ineafure. He 
was not called to aflifl at any councils. His favour 
was fuflicient to dilcredit any pretender to office 
or advancement. ‘All cflbrts which he made to unite 
the oppofite parties, increafed the fufpicion which 
the covenanters had entertained of him, as if he 
were not entirely their own. Argylc, who by fub- 
tleties and compliances, was partly led and partly 
governed by this wild faclion, Rill turned a deaf ear 
to all advances which the king made to enter into 
confidence with him. Mair^nants and Engagers 
continued to be the objefts of general hatred and 
perfccution; and whoever was obnoxious to the 
clergy, failed not to have one or other of thefe epi¬ 
thets affixed to him. The fanaticifm which pre¬ 
vailed, being fo full of four and angry principles, 
and fo overcharged with various antipathies, had 
acquired a new object of abhorrence : I'hele were 
the Sorcerers. So prevalent was the opinion ol 
witchcraft, that great numbers, accufed of that 
crime, were burnt by fentence of the magiflrates 
throughout all parts of Scotland. In a village near, 
Berwic, which contained only fourteen houfes, 
"fourteen perfons were punifhed by fire '■; and it be¬ 
came a fcience, every where much ftudied and cul¬ 
tivated, to diftinguifh a true witch by proper trials 
and fymp^oms 


s Sir lulward Walker’s Iliftorical DirGoinTes, p. T7S. 
t Whitlockc, p- 404. 4og. Ibid. p. 396. 41 i:. 
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The advance of tlie En(];li{h army under Crom- CHAP, 
was not able to appeafe or {often the animofities 
ai'iiong the parlies in Scotland. The clergy were ,630. 
llill rciolutc to exclude all but thejr more t'calous 
,u!lieretUs. As foon us the Knglilh parliamt nt found 
iliiif the treaty between the kin^ and the Scots 
to'uhi [)robably terminate in an ucconnnodation, 
liit y made jireparations for a war which, tlicy faw, 
tvould in the end prove iueviralde. Cromwel, hav- ’ 
broken the force and courage of the Irilh, was 
k-nt 4 or ; and he left the command of Irelainl to 
Ireton, who governed that kingdom in the charac¬ 
ter of deputy, and with vigilance tfnd induftry per- 
levercd in the work ol lubduing and expelling the 
natives. 

I f w'U'. expccfevl that Fairfax, who ftill retained 
the name of geiteral, would continue to acl agaiidl 
Sroilatid, and a|'pear at the head of the ituce.-'; a 
Itaticai for whicli he v'as well qualified, and v.Iiere 
alon-. he made any figure. But Fairfax, tiiongh he 
had allowed the arttiv to make ul’c of his name in 
mindering their fovereign, and olliiring vioh ttee to 
the parliament, had entertained unfiirmountable 
icruj)les agaiiift invading the Scots, whom he con- 
f’deretl as zealous prcihytcrians, and united to F.ng- 
find l;y the facred baitds of the covenant. He was 
r.irther clifgulled at the extremities into w'hich fie 
had already been hurried ; and was coniiimed in his 
rtpugnance by the exhortations of his wife, w'hohad 
great influence over him, and was herfeif much 
governed by the prelbyterian clergy. A committee 
of parliament was lent to reafon with him ; and 
Cromw'el was of the number. In vain dki they 
nrge^ that the Scots had firlt broken the covenant 
by their invafion of England under Hamilton ; an^ 
that they would furely renew their holtile •ittcmpts, 
if not prevented by the vigorous meafures of the 
commonwealth. Cromwel, who knew the rigid ini 
hexibility of Fairfax in every thing which he re- 
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gai’dcd as matter of principle, ventured to folicit 
him with the uimon: earneftiiefs ; anti he went fo 
far as to Hied tears of grief and vexation on the oc- 
caf-on. No one could fufpefl; any a:, bition in the 
man who laboured fo zealoufly to retain his general 
in that high office which, he knew, he himfelf was 
entitled to hll. The fame w'arnith of temper which 
made Cronuvcl a frantic cnihnriafl, rentlered him 
the moll dangerous of hypocrites ; and it was to 
this turn ol mind, as much as to his courage and 
capacity, that he owed all his wonderful fucctfffeli. 
By the contagious ferment of his zeal, he engaged 
every one to co-dpeiate with him in his meafures; 
and entering cahly and aft'eciionately into every 
parr which he was difpofeil fo act, he was enabled, 
even alter multiplied deceits, to cover, under a 
tempeli of jiaffibn, all his crooked I’cheines and pro¬ 
found artifices. 

Fairfax having rcfigned his commlffion, it was 
bcflowcil on Cromwcl, who was' declared captain- 
general ol' all the forces in lingland. This com¬ 
mand, in a convnonwealth, which Hood entirely hy 
arms, was of the utnioH importance; and was the 
chief Hep which this ambitious politician had yet 
made towards fovcrelgn power. He immediately 
marched his forces, and entered Scotland with an 
army of i6,coo men. 

T'kk command of the Scottifli army was given 
to Lelley, an experienced officer, who foamed a 
very proper plan of defence. He entrenched Lim- 
felf in a fortified camp betw'een Edinburgh and" 
i.eirh, and took care, to remove from the counties 
of Merfe and the Lothians every thing which could 
ferve to the fubfiftence of the Englifn army. Crom- 
wel advanced to the Scotch camp, and endeavoured 
by every expedient to bring Lelley to a battle : The 
prudent Scotchman knew that, though fuperior in 
huinbers, his army was muchiinferior in difeipline 
to the Eiiglifh ; and he carefully kept himfelf with- 
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In his entrenchments. By ikirmiflies and fmall rcn- c h a p 
counters he tried to conhrm the fniiits ot his ioidu ;s; 
and he was fuccel’slul in liiefc enteiftii/cs. llis 1S50. 
army daily increal'ed both in iiurubers and c.jurage. 

I'he king came to the camp ; r.nJ having exerted 
himfcif in an aftion, gained on tlie adllc^iojis ol the 
juidierv, who were more ileTirou.' (d i^.;ving under 
a young prince t>l Ipiiii an<l viva.city. > than under a 
(' iminitiee of talking govvn-inen. 1 he clergy were ' 
alarmed. They oideied Charles immediately to 
lea\»j the catnp 'i'hcy alfo purged it carefully of 
about 4000 Ahii.'^iianls and K)i'^agcrs, whofc zeal 
h.al led them to attend the king, and’who were 
the foldicrs of chief credit and experience Tn the 
nation They then concluded, that they had an 
army compoled entirely of faints, and could not be 
beaten. They murmured extremely, not only againff. 
lluir prudev" general, but alfo againfl the Lord, 
on account of his delays in giving them deliverance 
and ’hey plainly told him, that if he would not lave 
them trom the EngliUi feftaries, he ihouui 110 longer 
be their God An advantage haying iTfercd iil'clf 
on a Sunday, they hindered the genera! irom mak¬ 
ing ufe of it, leil he fnoukl involve the nation in 
the guilt of fabbath-bre.aking. ^ . 

CitoMvvpL found himfelf in a very bad fituation. 

He had no ptovifions but what he received by fea. 

He had not Itad the precaution to bring thefe in 
fiifficient quantities ; and his army* v as reduced 
to difficulties, lie retired to Dunb.ir. Leflev fol- 
•lowed him, and encamped on the heights of Lam- 
mermure, which overlook that town. There lay 
many difficult paffes between Dunbar and Berwic, 
and,of thefe Lefley had taken poifcliion. The Eng- 
liffi general was reduced to extretnities. He luid 
even embraced a refolution of fending by fea all 
his foot and artillery to England, and ol breaking 
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through, at all hazards, with his cavalry. The mad- 
nefs of the Scoiiifh ecclefiallics faved him from this 
lofs an<] diflionour. 

Night and day the mini Hers had been wreftling 
will] the Lord in prayer, as they termed it; and 
they fancied that they had at laft obtained the vic¬ 
tory Revelations, they laid, were made them^ 
that the ledarian and heretical army, together with 
•Agag, meaning Crnmwel, was delivered into their 
haiuls. ITpon the laiih of thefe vifions, they forced 
their general, in Ipile of his rcmonllrances, tf/'de- 
Icend into the plain, with a view of attacking the 
Fai;;lini in flu-ir rtitrcat. Cromwel, looking tlirough 
a glal's', faw the enemy’s camp in motion ; and fore¬ 
told, without the help of revelations, that the Lord 
had delivered them into his hands. JIc iravc or- 
tiers imniediatclv for an attack. In this battle it 
was eafily obferved that nothing, in military ac¬ 
tions, can fupply the place of clifciplinc ami ex¬ 
perience ; and that, in the preferce of real danger, 
where men are not accullomed to it, the fumes of 
’ cnthufiafm pref(^‘ntly diliipate, and lofc their inllu- 
cnce. The Scots, though double in number to the 
Engllfli, were loon put to flight, and purfued with 
great flaughter. 'The chief, if not only, rellllancc 
was made by one regiment of Highlanders, that 
part of the army which was the leafl infeffed with 
fanaticifm. No victory cguld be more complete 
than this which was obtained by Cromwel. About 
3000 of the enemy were flain, and 9000 taken pri- 
foners. Cromwel purfued his advantage, and took 
poflcflion of Edinburgh and L.eith. The remnant 
of the Scottifli army fled to Stirling. 'i'he ap¬ 
proach of the winter fcafon, and an ague, which 
iidzed Cromwel, kept him from pufliiug the vidlory 
any farili/‘r. 

Th!' clergy made great lamentations, and tcdil 
the Lord, that tliem it was little to facrilicc their 

lives amJ. cflutes, but to him it was a great lofs to 
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fuffer his elect to be deflroycd They publiflied C H A p. 
a declaration, containing; the caufe of their late mif- . . 


aining 

fortunes, Thefc viiitatious they aferibed to the ma¬ 
nifold provocations of the king’s houfe, of which 
they feared he had not yet thoroughly repented ; 
the fecret ininifion of inalignants into the king’s 
J'amily, and even into the camp; the leaving of a 
iiioft malignant and profane of horfe, nho, 

being fent for to be purged, came two da^s before, 
the defeat, and were all. wed to hgiit with the army; 
thjj owming of the king’s quarrel by many without 
fubordination to religion and liheity; and the carnal 
fclf-keeping of forne, together w;th ncglecl of 
family prayers by others. 

Cromwivl, having been fo fuccefsful in the war 
of the fvvord, took up the pen againft tlie Scottilh 
ccclcfiaflics. lie wrote them fome polemical letters, 
in which he maintained the chief points of the in¬ 
dependent theology. lie took care likewife to retort 
on them their favourite argument of providence ; 
and alked themj Whether tlie Lord had not* de¬ 
clared againft them ? But the minifters thought 
that the fame events, which to tlteir enemies were 
judgments, to them were trials; and they replied, 
that the Lord had only hid his face,- for a time, 
from Jacob. But Cromwcl inliftcd, that the appeal 
had been made to God in the raoft exprefs and fo- 
leinn manner, and that, in the fields of Dunbar, an 
irrevocable decifion had been awarded in favour of 
the Engliflj army \ 

The 
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* This IS the bed ofCromwel’s wretciied Compofitions ihnl re¬ 
mains, and we fhall here extraeV ,1 pair-i.^c out o *1. “ You lay you 
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CHAP. The defeat of the Scots was regarded by the king 
as a fortunate event. The armies, which fought on 
i6 }7. ^ both fides, were almoft equally his enemies ; and 
the vanquifhed were now obliged to give him fome 
more authority, and apply to him for fupporr. The 
parliament was funimoned to meet at St. Johnltonc’s. 
Hamilton, Lauderdale, aiid all the Engagers were 
admitted into court and camp, on condition of do- 
• ing public penance, and exprefling repentance for 
their late tranfgrtflions. Some Malignants alfo 
creeped in under various pretences. The inteivded 
humiliation or penance of the king was changed 
into the ceiemony of his coronation, which was per- 
Janu.\ry i. formcd at Scone with great pomp and foleninity. 

But amidft all this appearance of refpeft, Charles re¬ 
mained in the hands of the moft rigid covenanters: 
And though treated with civility and courtefy by 
Argyle, a man of parts and addrefs, he was little 
better than a prifoner, and w^as ftill expofed to all 
the rudenefs and pedantry of the eccleliaRics. 

This young prince was in a htuation which very 
ill fuited his temper and difpohtion. All thofe good 
qualities which he poflelTed, his affability, his wit, 
his gaiety, his gentlemanlike, difengaged behaviour, 
were here fo many vices ; and his love of cafe, li¬ 
berty, and pleafure, was regarded as the higheft enor¬ 
mity. Though artful in the praftice of courtly difli- 


and ftrange appearance of his,but can flightlycall it an event? 
Wer^ not both your and our expetftations renewed, from time to 
“ time, while vve waited on Go<f, to fee which way he would mani- 
** feft himfelf upon our appeals ? And fiiall wc, after all thefc our* 
** prayers, faftiiigs, tears, expcAations* and ibiemn appeals, caU 
•* thefe mere events i The Lord pity you. Surely wc fear, bccaufe 
<< it has been a merciful and a gracious deliverance to us. 

** 1 befeech you in the bowels of Chrift. fearch after the mind of 
«**the Lord in it towards you, and wc lhall help you by our prayers 
that you rtiay find it. For yet, if wc know our heart at all, our 
« bowels do in Chrift yearn kftcr the godly in Scotland/* 
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miilatlon, the fanftified ftyle was utterly unknow'ii 
to him ; and he never could mould his deportment 
inro that ftarched grimace, which the covenanters 
req'jlrcd as an infallible mark of converfion. The 
tiiihe of Buckingham was ihe only Knglilh courtier 
allowed to attend him ; and, by his ingenious talent 
tor ridicule, he had rendered himfelf extremely 
agrct able to his mafter. While fo many obje£ls of 
ckri/ion furrounded them, it was difficult to be al¬ 
together infenfible to the temptation, and wholly to 
fupprefs the laugh. Obliged to attend from morn¬ 
ing to night at prayers and fermons, they betrayed 
I vident fymptoms of wcarinefs or con?6wipt. The 
clergy never could eReem the liing fufficientiy re- 
ger)eratcd : And by continual exhortations, remon* 
(iianres, and reprimands, they Rill endeavoured to 
bring him to a juRer fenfe of his fpiritual duty, 

'firs king’s paffion for the fair could not alto- 
gctiier be reRrained. He had once been obferved 
vifing fome familiarities with a young woman j and 
a committee of miniRers was appointed to reprove 
him for a behaviour fo unbecoming a covenanted 
uionarch. 'J’he fpokefman of the*committee, one 
Douglas, began with a fevefe afpedl, informed the 
king that great fcandal had been given td the godly, 
enlarged on the heinous nature of Rn, and conclud¬ 
ed with exhorting his majefty, whenever he was dif. 
pok'd to amufe himfelf, to be more careful, for the 
bitiire, in Ihutting the windows. Thi§ delicacy, fo 
unufual to tjic place and to the charaffef of the man, 
was remarked by the king j and he never forgot 
tlie obligation, 

I'ltE king, (hocked at all the indignities, and, 
perhaps, Rill more tired with all the formalities, to 
he was obliged to fubmit, made an attempt 
to regain his liberty. General Middleton, at the 
head of fome royaliRs, being proferibed by the co- 
"^enanters, kept in the mountains, expefting fome. 
opportunity o^ ferviftg his maRer. The ^ng re- 

VoL. Vll. O . lolved 
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folvcd to join this bodv. lie fecretly made his 
efcape from Argyle, and fled towards the High¬ 
lands. Colonel Montgomery, with a troop of 
horfe, was lent in purfuit of him. He overtook 
the king, and pcifuaded him to return. The royal- 
ifls being too weak tofiipport him, Charles was the 
more eafily induced to comply. This incident pro¬ 
cured him afterwards better treatment and more 


authority; the covenanters being afraid of driving 
him. by their rigours, to fome defperate refolution. 
Argyle renewed his courtihip to the king, and" the 
king, with enual diflimulation, pretended to repofe 
great conVldenc^ in Argyle. He even went fo far 
as t (5 drop hints tif his intention to marry that no¬ 
bleman’s daughter : But he had to do w itli a man too 
wdfe to be feduced by fuch grofs artifices. 

As foon as the fcafon would permit, tlie Scottifli 
army was aflemblcd under 1 familtoii and Lefley j 
and the king was allowed to join the camp. The 
forces of the weftern counties, notwithftanding the 
imminent danger which threatened their country, 
were refolute nejt to unite their caufe with that of an 
army which admitted any engagers or malignants 
among them j and they kept in a body apart under 
Ker. Tliey called themfelves the Frotcjicrs ; and 
their frantic clergy declaimed equally againfl the king 
and again ft Cromw'el. The other party were deno¬ 
minated Refolutioners j and thefe diltindions conti¬ 
nued long after to divide and agitate the kingdom. 

CHARnts encamped at the Toiwood ; and his 
generals rel’olved to conduct themfelves by the fame, 
cautious maxims which, fo long as they were em¬ 
braced, had been fuccefsful during the lormer cam¬ 
paign. The town of Stirling lay at his back, and 
the whole north fupplied him with provinons. 
Strong pntrenchments defended his front; and it 
was in vain that Cromw^el made every attempt to 
'bring him to an engagement. After lofmg much 

time, the Englllh general fent Lambert over the 
/ ' frith 
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frltii into Fife, with an intention of cutting oiF the ^ 
provi/ions of the enemy. Ivainbcrt fell upon Hoi- ^ ^ ^ 
l,orne ariii Brown, who commaiuled a party of the 
■Scots, and put them to rout with great flaugl’ter. 

Crouiwel ali'opaifed over witli his whole army ; and 
Iving at the back of the king, made it impoiiibie ior 
(o keep his pod any longer. 

Ci! ’.Ki.hs, reduced to delpair, embraced a refo- 
1 incm worthy of a young prince contending for em¬ 
pire. Having the way open, he refolved immedi- 
r.ii'ly^ro march into England j where he expected 
t'eat all his friends, ami all thofe who were difeon- 
tented w'ith the prefent government,, wottR flock to 
lii-s /landard. He peri'uaded the generals to «iter 
iitto the fame views; and w'ith one confent the 
nuny, to the number of ia,ooo men, rofe from 
th. ir camp, and advrmced by great journies towards 
ih.,- fouth. 


Cromw’F.j. was furprifed at this movement of the 
royal army. V/holly intent on offending his enemy, 
lie had expofed his'fricnds to imminent danger, and 
l iw the king with numerous forces marching into 
Eiigland; w'here his prefence, frofn the general 
hatred which prevailed againfl tlie parliament, was 
capable of producing fome great revolution. But 
il this conduft was an overfight in Cromwcl, he 


quickly repaired it by his vigilance and activity. 
He difpatched letters to the parliament, exhorting 
them not to be difmayed at the approach of the 
floors: He fent orders every where for alTembling 
forces to oppofe the kingHe ordered Lambert 
’A*ith a body of cavalry to hang upon the rear of the 
r'jyal army, and infeft their march; And he him- 
felf, leaving Monk with 7000 men to complete the 
reduiliion of Scotland, followed the king with all 
the expedition poffiblc. 

Charles found himfelf difa^pointed in his ex- 
peilaiions of increafing his army. The Scots, ter- 
tifivd at the profped 5 f fo hazardous an enteJprife, 

O 2 . fell 
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CHAP, fell oflF in great numbers. The Englifh prefbyte- 
I'X. rians, having no warning giving them of the king’s 
approach, were not prepared to join him. To the 
royalilts, this meafure was equally unexpefted; and 
they were farther deterred from joining the Scottilh 
army, by the orders which the committee of mini- 
fters had iffued, not to admit any, even in this de- 
fperate extremity, who would not fubferibe the co¬ 
venant. The earl of Derby, leaving the Ifle of 
Man, where he had hitherto maintained his inde¬ 
pendence, w’as employed in levying forces in ,Che- 
Ihire and Lancafhire; but was loon fupprclfed by 
a party o 5 ine parliamentary army. And the king, 
when he arrived at Worceller, found that his forces, 
extremely haralTed by a halty anil fatiguing march, 
were not more numerous than when he rofe from 
his camp in the Torwood. 

Such is the influence of eftabliflied government, 
that the commonwealth, ihoughfoundcd inufurpation 
the molt unjuft and unpopular, had authority fuf- 
ficient to raile everv wfliere the militia of the conn- 
ties; and thefe, united rviih the regular forces, bent 
all their efi'orts againft the king. With an army 
of about 30,^>oo men; Cromwcl fell upon Worcel- 
ter; and attacking it on all fidcs, and meeting with 
little refiftance, except from duke Hamilton and 
general Middleton, broke in upon the difordcred 
itattic of royalifts. 'Ihc flreets of the city were ftrewed with 
WoKiftcr. tjead. Hamilton, a nobleman of bravery and ho¬ 
nour, was mortally wounded ; Mafl'ey wounded and 
taken prifoner; the king himfelf, having given 
many proofs of perfunal valour, was obliged to llj^. 
The whole Scottilh arm\ was cither killed or taken 
prifoners. d'he country people, inflamed with na¬ 
tional antipathy, put to death the few that el'caped 
* from the field of battle. 

TKekings The* king left Worccftef at fix o’clock in tlse 
afternoon, and, without halting, travelled about 

twenty fix miles, in company with fifty or fixty of 
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liis friends. To provide for his fafety he thoiinht CHAP, 
ic be(t to feparate himfelf from his companions ; 
and he left them without communicating his inten- 1651. 
lions to any of them. By the earl of Derby’s di¬ 
rections, 'lie went to Bofctibel, a lone houfe in the 
borders of Stali'ordfliire, inhabited by one Penderell, 
a larmer. To this man Charles entrufted himfelf. 

I'hc man had dignity of fentiments much above 
his condition j and though death was denounced 
agaiftfl all who concealed the king, and a great re¬ 
ward promifed to any one who fhoujd betray him, 
he profefl’ed and maintained unlhaktn fidetity. He 
took the afliftance of his four brothers, equally ho¬ 
nourable with himfelf; and having clothed the king 
in a garb like their own, they led him into the 
neighbouring wood, put a bill into his hand, and 
(irctended to employ themfelves in cutting faggots. 

Some nights he lay upon llraw in the houfe, and 
led on fuch homely fare as it afforded. For abetter 
concealment, he mounted upon an oak, W'here he 
Ihekered himfelf among the leavij^ and branches 
lor twenty-four hours. He faw feveral foldiers pafs 
by. All of them were intent in fearch of the 
king; and feme expreffed, in his hearing, their 
earncll wiflies of feizing him. This tree was after¬ 
wards denominated the Ro^al Oak j and for many 
years was regarded by the neighbourhood with great 
veneration; . 

Charcks was in the middle of th^ kingdom, 

;ind could neither ftay in his retreat, nof^ftir a Hep 
irom it, without the moft imminent danger. Fear, 
liopes, and party zeal, interefted multitudes to dif- 
cover him; and even the fmalleft indiferetion of 
his friends might prove fatal. Having joined lord 
Wilinot, who was Ikulking in the neighlv>urhoo(i, 
they agreed to put themfelves into the hands of 
colonel Lane, a zea^us royaljft, who lived at Bent* 
ky, not many miles dillapt. The king’s filet were 
lo hurt by walking about in heavy boots or country- 
• O 3 ,jnen’s 
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men’s ftioes wl)ich did not fit him, that ht; was ob¬ 
liged to mount on horfeback ; and he travelled in 
this fituation to Bentley, attended by the Pendcrells, 
who had been fo faiihful to him. Lane Ibiincd a 
fcheme for his journey to Brillol, where, it was 
hoped, he would find a fiiip, in which he might 
tranfport himfelf. He had a near kiiifwornan, Mrs. 
Is^orton, W'ho lived within three miles of that city, 
and was with child, very near the time of her de¬ 
livery. He obtained a pais (lor, during J-lnife 
limes of confufion, this precaution was ixcjuifitc) 
ior his lifter jane La-ie and a fervant, to travel t<'- 
ward.s Brifiol, undci pretence of vifiiing and attend¬ 
ing her relation. T he king rode beiorc the lady, 
and perfonaled ilic Icivaat. 

Whln they airived at Norton’s,. Mrs. Lane pn-- 
tciuled that fine had brought along; as her lervant a 
poor lad, a neighbouring farmer’s Ion, who was 
ill ol an ague ; and Ihe begged a private room lor 
him, where he njight be quiet, 'i'hougli CliaiUs 
l:ept himfelf retired in this cli.imber, the butler, one 
Pope, foon hm:w him; d'hc king was alarmeil, 
but made the butler prbinifc that he would keep the 
I'ecret from every monal, even from his mailer j and 
he was faithf.il to his engagement. 

No Ihij', it was found, would, for a month, fet 
fail from Brillol, either for Ib-ance or Spain ; and 
tlie king was obliged to go elfewhtre for a pafiage. 
He entrulled himfelf to colonel Windham of Dor- 
Icilhire, an atilclionale partifan of the royal family: 
T he natural efi'etl; of the long civil wars, and of the 
furious rage to which all men W’ere wTought up in 
their dillerent fadions, w'as, that every one’s incli¬ 
nations and alleclions were thoroughly known? and 
tven the courage and fidelity of molt men, by the 
variety bf incidents, had been put to trial. The 
.royalitls too had, mari;y of them, been obliged to 
make ^concealments in their ftoulbs for thcmfelves 

their friends, ot more valuable elTefts •, and the atf 
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of eluding th" enemy had been frequently pradsfed C liA P. 
All thefc ciiTuniliances proved favnurahle to the ^ 

king in the pveJent exigency. As he often paded 1651. 
through the hands of catholics, the Pricjrs !hk\ 
as they called it, tlte place where they were obliged 
to conceal theiv perlccutcd priells, was Ibrnetimcs 
esiploycd for flj-jltoring ilieir diftrefied fovercign. 

W'lxnuAM, before he received the king, alkcd 
lea've to cntnift ilte ininortant fecrcl to his mother,* 
his wife, and four lervants, on whofc iitieliiy he 
foflld rely. Of all liicfe. no one proved wanting 
either in honour or difcrctioti. The venerable old 
matron, on the reception ol he? royac*g^'^^^' 
prelled the utnu'^fi joy, that having loft, wnihout 
jegret, three tons and one grand-chiU in delcnee of 
his father, Ihc was now referved, in her declining 
years, to be inftruinental in the prefervation of him- 
fclf. Windham told the king, that ftr 'I’homas, 
his father, in the year 1636, a few days before his 
death, called to him his five fons. My children,” 
faid he, “ we have hitherto feen ferene and quiet 
times under our three laft fovereigns: But 1 muft 
now warn you to prepare for clouds and ftorms. 

“ Factions arife on every fiCle, and threaten the tran¬ 
quillity of your native country. But whatever 
happen, do you faithfully honour and obey your 
prince, and adhere to the crown. I charge vou 
“ never to forfake the crown, though it ftiould 
“ hang Upon a bufti.” “ I’hcfc laft words.” added 
Windham, “ made fuch iny>reftions on all our 
“ brcalts, that the many allliftions of thefe fad 
“ times could never efface their indelible charac- 
“ ters.” From innumerable inftances, it appears 
how deep-rooted in the minds of the Englifh gentry 
of that age was the principle of loyalty to their f)- 
vereign; that noble and generous principle, inferior 
only in excellence to the more enlarged and more 
enlightened affe£lio/i tow'jffds a legal coc^itution. 
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^ during thofe times of military ufurpatioii, thefe 

paffions were the fame. 

The king continued fevtral days In Windham's 
houfe ; and all his friends in Britain, and in every 
par-t of Europe, remained in the mofl aiixious ful- 
penfe with regard to his fortunes: No one could 
conjecture w-hether he were dead or alive; aiul the 
report of his death being generally believed, happily 
' relaxed the vigilant fearcli of his enemies. 'I'lials 
were made to procure a vellel for his Cfcape; but 
he flili met with difappointments. Ha\ing*'lcR 
\Vindhan£^lio”fe, he was obliged again to return 
to it. Hepafl'fctr llirough many other adventures j 
alfumed ditferent difguifes; in every liep was cx- 
poled to imminent perils ; and received daily proofs 
of uncorrupted fidelity and attachment. 'I’he faga- 
city of a finith, wno remarked that his horfe^s fhocs 
had been made in the norlli, not in the welt, as he 
pretended, cnee detected him; and he narrowly 
tfeaped. At Shoreham in Sulfex v veliel was at lalt 
found, in which he embarked. He had been known 
to fo many, that,if he had not fet fail in that critical 
moment it had been inyroflible for him to eh ape. 
After one and forty days concealment, he arrived 
fafely at Fefcamp in Normandy No»lcfs than 
forty men and women had at ditferent times been 
privy to his concealment and efcape 

Till: battle of Worcefler atfurded Cromwel what, 
he called his* crcwuhr^ m'rcy '. So elated was he, 
that he intended to have .knighted in the field two 
of his generals, Lambert and Fleetwood; but was. 
clitfuaded by his friends‘from exerting. this ad of 
regal authority. His power and ambition were too 
great to brook fubniillion to the empty name of a 
Ir^public, which Rood chiefly by his influence,*and 
was fupported by his victories. How early he en- 


* b I!cat.\\e's Chronicle, ?. 3oi\ 
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tertained thoughts of taking into his hand the reins CHAP, 
oi government is uncertain., We are only aflured, 
fliat he now clifeovered to his intimate friends thefe 
alpiring views ; and even exprefled a defire of af- 
luwiing the rank of king, which he had contributed, 
vlih luch feeming zeal, to aboIifh‘‘. 

i'liK little popularity and credit acquired by the The com- 
!v jjiiblicans, farther fiimulated the ambition of this 
tJUciprifing politician. Thefe men had not that ^ 
large thought, nor thofe coniprehenfive views, 
which might qualify them for afting the part of 
iegiflators : Selfifh aims and bigotry.^bi.'^ily engrofled 
their attention. They carried thdlr rigid*aufierity 
I'o far as to enaiS a law, decliiring fornication,' after 
t!io firfl. a< 5 l, to be felony, without benefit of clergy®, 
llicy made imall progrefs in that Important work, 

V hich they profeifed to have fo much at heart, the 
fiirling of a new model of reprefentation, and fixing 
a plan of government. The nation began to ap¬ 
prehend, that they Intended to eftablifli themfelves 
as a perpetual legiflature, and to confine the whole 
power to 6o or 70 perfons, who galled themfelves 
the parliament of the Compionwealth of England. 

And while they pretended to bellow new liberties 
upon the nation, they found themfelves obliged to 
infringe even the moll valuable of thofe which, 
through time immemorial, had been tranfmitted 
irom their ancellors. Not daring to entrull the 
tiials of treafon to juries, who, being chofen indilFer- 
cntly from* among the people, would have been 
•little favourable to the commonwealth, and woiitd 
have formed their verdifl upon the ancient laws, 
they eluded that noble inllitution, by which the go- 
ven\jiient of this illand has ever been fo much dif- 
tinguillied. They had evidently feen in the tri;^ 

• 

^ Whitlncke, p. 513. • Sc^el, p. 131. A bill was Intro- 

flw.'cU into the houfe againft painti^, patches, and other Jmmodeft 
of women; but it dii not Pari. Hift, vol, xij/ p. 363. 

of 
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c H A P. of Lilburn what they could expcft from juries, 
. This man, the moll turbulent, but the molt up. 
i6ji. right and courageous, of human kind, was tried for 
a tranfgrLdion of the new ftatutc of trcafons: But 
though he was plainly guilty, he was acquitted, to 
the great joy of the people. Weftminfter-hall, nay 
the whole city, rattg with fliouts and acclamations. 
I'Jcver did any ellablilhed power receive follronga 
declaration of its iifurpation and invalidity; and 
from no inllitucion, befides the admirable one of 
juries, could be cxpcfled this magnanimous tlfort. 

That t|j£V might not for the future be expofed 
to affrtfRfs^wlV.ch fo much lefl'ened their authority, 
the'parliament creeled a high court of jullice, which 
was to receive iauidments from the council of Hate. 
This court compoied of men devoted to the 
riding paity, wiilioui name or character, deter¬ 
mined to lacrilice every thing i(5 their own fafety or 
ambition. Colotiel I'ailebius Andrews and colonel 
'W.alier Slingil))' v-ere tried by -this court lor con- 
fpiracies, and cou.dtiuned to death. They w’erc 
royalifts, and rpfufed ro plead before fo illegal a ju- 
rildidion. Love, Gibbons, and other prclbytcrians, 
having entered into a plot agaiiill the republic, wen 
allb tried/cotniemned, and executed. The earl ol 
Derby, fir Timothy Fcatherftone, Bemboe, being 
taken prilbners after the battle of Worcefler, were 
put to death by fentence of a court martial ; a 
method of proceeding declared illegal by that very 
petition of right, for which a former pav-lianient had 
lb llrenuoully contended, and which, after great 
efforts, they had extorted from the king. 

Excepting their principles of toleration, the 
maxims by wdiich the republicans regulated pccle- 
^laftical afl'airs no more prognofticated any durable 
fettlemetu, than thofe by which they conduced their 
civil concerns. Tlie preftyterian model of congre- 
•gation^claflcs, and aliknblies^ was not allowed to 
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be fitiiftcd: It fecmecl even the intention of many C 
tciiiicrs in d'e parliament io admit of no eftabUlhed ^ 
church, aiiJ lo leave every one, without any guid- 
a'.ye of the magiflrate. to embrace wha’^ever feet, 
aixl to fupport whatever clergy, were molt agree- 
to him. 

'rtiF, parliament went fo far as to make fomc ap- 
prc.aches in one province, to their independent mo- • 
del. Almoft all the clergy of V^ales being ejeded 
aj i»aligiiants, itinerant preachers with fma!! falaries 
were fettled, not above lour or five in each county ; 
and theft', being furniflicd with hotfes ai t 4 ie public 


expcnce, hurried from place to place, and ciirrtcd, 
as they exprefl'ed themfelves, the glad tidings of the 
goijn;! h They were all of them men of the lowell: 
i)irth and education, who had deferted mechanical 
Hades, in order to follow this new profefiion. And 
in tills particular, as well as in their wandering lire, 
they pretended to, be more truly apoftolical. 

Tun republicans, both by the turn of their difpo- 
fiilon, and by the nature of the inllruments which 
they employed, were better quaTified for acls of 
force and vigour, than fo/ the. flow and deliberate 
work of legiflation. Notwithilanding t’hc late wars 
und bloodlhed, and the prefent factions, the power 
ol England had never, in any period, appeared lo 
lormidable to the neighbouring kingdoms as ii did 
at this time, in the hands of the commonwealth. 
A numerojLJS army ferved equally to retain every 
,''jne in implicit fubjeftion to eftablifhed authority, 
and to flrike a terror into foreign nations. The 
power of peace and war was lodged in the fame 
hands with that of irapofing taxes ; and no difl'er- 
cnc(f of views, among the fcveral members of the 
legillaturc, could any longer be apprehended. Tife 
prefent impofitions, though much fuperioV to what 

f Dr. J«hn Walker’s A^empt, p. 147, & fcq^ 
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CHAP, had ever formerly been experienced, were in reality 
moderate, and what a nation fo opulent could eafily 
bear. 'I'he military genius of the people had, by the 
civil conteits, been roufed from its former lethargV; 
and excellent officers were foniicd in every branch 
of fervice. The coufufion, into which all things llad 
been thrown, had given opportunity to men of low, 
ftations to break through their obfcurity, and to 
raife thcmfelves by their courage to commands 
which they were well qualified to excrcife, buf to 
which their biith could never have entitled them. 
And white" fo grtat a power w'as lodged in fuch ac¬ 
tive hands, no wonder the republic was fuccefsful in 
all its enterprifes. 

Blake, a man of great courage and a generous 
difpofition, the fame perfon who had defended 
Lyme and Taunton with- fuch unlhaken obltinacy 
againfl; the late king, was made an admiral j and 
though he had hitherto been aamftomed only to 
land-fervice, into which too he had not entered till 
paft fifty years ,of age, he foon raifed the naval 
glory of the nation to a greater height than it had 
ever attained in any former period. A fleet was 
put under his command, and he received orders to 
purfue prince Rupert, to whom the king had en- 
tnifted that fquaclron which had deferted to him. 
Rupert took fhelter in Kinfale; and efcaping 
thence, fled towards the coaft of Portugal. Blake 
purfued and chafed him .into the Tagus4 where he 
intended to make an attack upon him. But the^ 
king of Portugal, moved by the favour which, 
throughout all Europe, attended the royal caufe, 
refufed Blake admittance, and aided prince Rupert 
ip. making his efcape. To be revenged of this 
partiality^, the Englifli admiral made prize of twenty 
Portuguefe fliips richly laden ; and he threatened 
^ill farther vengeancA^ Thf king of Portugal, 
dreadii^ fo dangerous a^foe to his newlylacquired 

\ dominion, 
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(ioniinion, and fenfible of the unequal contell in c n A r. 
which he was engaged, made all poffible fubmif- ^ 

jldiis to the haughty republic, and was at laft ad- ^ 

mkted to negotiate the renewal of his alliance with 
L'.ugland. Prince Rupert, having loft a great part 
oChis ftjuadron on the coaft of Spain, made fail to- 
w»ds the Weft Indies, llis brother, prince Mau¬ 
rice, was there Ihipvvrecked in a hurricane. Every 
where this fquadron hibliftcd by privateering, fome-, 
tunes on Knglifh, I’onietiines on Sj)anilh veflels. 

And Rupert at laft returned to France, where he 
tfifpofed of the remnants of his fleet, together with 
his prizes. ^ 

Am. the fettlemcnts in America, except.New 
England, which had been planted entirely by the 
piirituns, adhered to the royal parry, even after the 
i’ettleineiit of the republic ; and Sir George Ayfeue 
was lent with a fquadron to reduce them. Ber¬ 
mudas, Antigua, Virginia, were loon fubdued. Bar- 
badoes, commanded by lord Willoughby of Par¬ 
ham, made IbmeVefiftauce, but was at laft obliged 
to fubmit. 

With equal eafe were Jerfey, < 5 uernrey, Scilly, 
and the llle of Man, brought under fubjeefion to 
the republic ; and the fea, which had ..been much 
inlefted by privateers from thefe iflands, was ren¬ 
dered fafe to the Englilh commerce. The countefs 
cl Derby defended the Ifle of Man ; and with great 
rchiCilaiice yielded to the neceffity of furrendering to 
t!ie enemy, I'his lady, a daughter of* the illuftrious 
iioufe of Trimoille in France, had, during the civil 
‘war, difplayed a manly courage by her obftinate 
defence of Latham-Ijoufe againft the parliamentary 
forces ; and (he retained the glory of being the lalt 
perfir)n in the three kingdoms, and in all their de¬ 
pendant dominions, who fubmitted to the vi6torio«s 
commonwealth * 


* See note [HJ at the of the volume. 
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CHAP. Ireland and Scotland were now entirely fub- 

je£ted and reduced to tranquillity. Ircton, the 

,65,. new deputy of Ireland, at the head of a nuiucrous 

army, 30,000 llrong, proftcuted the work of fub- 

duing the revolted trifli ; and he defeated them, in 

many rencounters, which, though of theinfclvcs>jf 

no great moment, proved fatal to their dcclinmg 

caufe. He pu;'idled without mercy all the pri- 

foners who had any hand in the maifacrcs. Sir 

/ 

Phelim O’Neale, among the reft, tvas, fomc time 
after, brought to the gibbet, and fulfered an igno- 
mitiious death, which he had fo well merited by his 
inhumanjcrue4t^<5. I.imeric, a confiJcrable town, 
ftill remained in tiic hands of the Irifti; and Iicton, 
after a vigorc us fiege, made Jiimfelf mailer of it. 
He was here infected with the plague, ami (hi'>rtly 
alter died ; a i.iemorable perfonage, much cele¬ 
brated for his vigilance, induftry, capacity, even for 
the ftri^l execution of juftlce in that unlimited com¬ 
mand which he polfelfed in Ireland. He was ob- 
ferved to be inflexible in all his purpofes ; and it 
was believed by many, that he was animated with 
a fincere and paflionate love of liberty, and never 
could have been induced by any motive to fubrnit to 
the fmalleft appearance of regal government. Croni- 
wel appeared to be much alTeded by his death; 
and the republicans, who repofed great confidence 
in him, were inconfolable. To fhew their regard 
for his merit and fervices, they beftowed an eftate of 
two thoufand*pounds a-year on his family, and ho¬ 
noured him with a magnificent funeral af the public 
charge. Though the eftabliflied government was 
but the mere fliadow of a,comnnonwealth, yet waS it 
beginning by proper arts to encourage that public 
fpirit which no other fpecies of civil polity is «ever 
able fully to infpirc. 

The command of the army in Ireland devolved 
on lieutenant-general k^udlow. The civil govern¬ 
ment the ifland was entruftod to commiffioners. 

‘ \ Ludlow 
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Ludlow continued to pufli the advantrages againfl: 
the Irifli, and every where obtained an eafy viftory. 
That unhappy people, dif'gufted with the king on 
accpunt of thofe violent declarations againft them 
an^ their religion, which had been extorted by the 
ScAjts, applied to the king of Spain, to the duke 
of Lorraine, and found affiftance no where. Clan- 
ricarde, unable to refift the prevailing power, made 
fubmiffions to the parliament, and retired into 
England, where he foon after died. He was a 
ftoac^ catholic j but a man much refpecied by all 
parties. 

The fuccclTes which attended IN^fbnk in 'Scotland 
were no lefs decilive. That able general laid’ licge 
to Stirling-caftle ; and though it w'as well provided 
for defence, it was foon fnrrendered to Jiim. He 
there became mafter of all the records of the king¬ 
dom ; and he fent them to England. 'Ehe earl of 
Leven, the earl of Crawford, lord Ogilvy, and 
other noblemen, having met near Perth, in order 
to concert meafures for railing a new army, were 
fiiddenly fet upon by colonel Alur^d, and mofl of 
them taken prifoners. Sir Philip Mufgrave, with 
foinc Scots, being engaged at Dumfries in a like 
enterprife, met with a like fate. Dundee was a 
town well fortified, fupplied with a good garrifon 
under Lumifden, and full of all the rich furniture, 
the plate, and moncy"of the kingdom, which had 
been fent thither as to a place of fafety.* Monk ap¬ 
peared befojie it; and having made a breach, gave 
it general aifault. He carried the town ; and Ibl- 
lowihg the example and u^ruftions of Cromwcl, 
put all the inhabitants to^e fword, in order to 
llrike a general terror into the kingdom. Warned 
by tins example, Aberdeen, St. Andrew’s, Inver-, 
nefs, and other towns and forts, yielded, A>f their 
“wn accord, to tlie enemy. Argylc made his fub- 
uiilTions to the Engl^lh confmonw ealth; arpd ex- 
'«i;:ptiug a few royalills, wKo remained fonie time 
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CHAP, in the mountains, under the earl of Glencairn, lord 
l-X. Balcarras, and general Middleton, that kingdom 
which had hitherto, through all ages, by means of 
its fituation, poverty, and valour, maintained its in¬ 
dependence, was reduced to total fubjeftion. & 
The Englifli parliament fent fir Harry Vane, ^t. 
John, and other commiflioners, to fettle Scotlmid. 
Thefe men, who polTefled little of the true fpirit 
of liberty, knew how to maintain the appearance 
of it; and they required the voluntary confent of 
all the counties and towns of this conquered king¬ 
dom, before they would unite them into the fame 
commoiiwealtTrv.vvith England. The clergy pro- 
tefted-i becaufe, they faid, this incorporating union 
would draw along with it a fubordination of the 
church to the flate in the things of ChrillEng- 
lilh judges, joined to fome Scottiih, were appointed 
to determine all caufes; juftice was ftriftly adrni- 
nidcred ; order and peace maintained ; and the 
Scots, freed from the tyranny of the ecclefiaftics, 
were not much diflatisfied with the prefent govern¬ 
ment*. The prudent condufl; of Monk, a man 
who pofleffed a 'capacity for the arts both of peace 
and war, ferved much to reconcile the minds oi 


165** 

Dutch 

war. 


men, and fo allay their prejudices. 

By the total reduflion and pacification of the 
Britifh dominions, the parliament had leifure to look 
abroad, and to exert their vigour in foreign enter- 
prifes. The .Dutch were the firfl; that felt the weight 
of their arms. 

During the life ofTrederic Henry, prince of 
Orange, the Duith repjublic had maintained a neu¬ 
trality in the civil war||B England, and bad never 
interpofed, except by ner good offices, between 
the contend!^ parties. When William, who had 
married an Englifli princefs, fucceeded to his fa¬ 
ther’s commands and authority the States, both 

** A^’'hitlockr, p. 496- Heathe’s Chronicle,, p. 307. 

^ See note [!} at tlie end w the voluine, ^ 1^47* 
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before and after the execution of the late king, were CHAP, 
acciifed of taking fteps more favourable to the royal 
raufe, and of betraying a great prejudice againfl 
that of the parliament. It was long before the en- 
of the Englilh commonwealth could obtain an 
nii^ience of the ftates-general. The murderers of 
U friflaus were not purfued with fuch rigour as the 
j^arliament expelled. And much regard had been 
payed to the king, and many good offices per- • 
l< rnicd to him, both by the public, and by men of 
all Kinks in the United Provinces. 


Aftkr the death of William prince of Orange 
which was attended with the dep^^sffion oPhis party 
and the triumph of the Dutch republicans, the par¬ 
liament thought that the time was now favourable 
for cementing a clofer confederacy with the States. 
St. John, chief juftice, who was fent over to the 
Hague, had entertained the idea of forming a kind 
of coalition between the two republics, which would 
have rendered thqir interefts totally infeparablc ; but . 
h aring that fo extraordinary a projeft would not be 
rclilhed, he contented himfelf wjth dropping Tome 
hints of it, and openly went no farther than to pro- 
pofe a Itrid defenfive alliance between England 
and the United Provinces, fuch as lias now, for 
near feventy years, taken place between thefe 
friendly pow’ers But the States, who were un¬ 
willing to form a nearer confederacy with a govern¬ 
ment, whofe mcafures were fo obnoxiaus, and whofe 


fituation fgemed fo precarious, offered only to re- 
. new the former alliances with England. And the 
haughty St. John, difgufted with this difappoint- 
ment, as well as incenl'ed’at many affronts, which 
had^becn offered him with impunity, by the retain¬ 
ers of the Palatine and Orange families, and indegd 
by the populace in general, returned intQ England, 
and endeavoured to foment a quarrel betw’een the 

republics. ' * 

% 

* O^lobfr ly, i6jo. "* Thurloe, voU. p. 

Voi-. vn, p • Ti« 
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C IT A p. The movements of great Rates are often di- 
^ re^ed by as Render fprings as thofe of individuals. 
j6ja. Though war with lo confiderable a naval power as 
the Dutch, who were in peace with all their other 
neighbours, might feem dangerous to the yet iM- 
fettled commonwealth, there were feveral motiws 
which at this time induced the Kngh/h parliamfnt 
to embrace hoftile meafures. Many of the mem- 
•bers thought that a foreign war would ferve as a 
pretence for continuing the fame parliament, anti 
delaying the new model of a reprefen tat ive, with 
which the nation had fo long been flattered. Others 
hoped tfftit the ^ar would furnilh a reafon for 
luaintaming, fomeV time longer, that numerous 
flanuing army, which was fo much complained of". 
(Jn the other hand, fome, who dreaded the increaf- 
ing power of Cromwel, expeded that the great 
expcnce of naval armaments would prove a motive 
for diininifliing the military eftablilhment. To 
divert the attention of the public from domeftic 
quarrels towards foreign tranfaftions, feemed, in 
the prefent difpoiition of men’s minds, to be good 
policy. The fuperior power of the Englilh com¬ 
monwealth, together with its advantages of fitua- 
tion, promired fuccefs j and the parliamentary 
leaders hoped to gain many rich prizes from the 
Dutch, to diilrefs and fink their flouriftiing com¬ 
merce, and by*vi£torics to throw a lufire on their 
own eftabliftinnent, which was fo new and unpopu¬ 
lar. All thefe views, enforced by the viplent fpirit 
of St. John, who had great influence over Crom-, 
wel, determined the parliament to change the pur- 
ppfed alliance into a furious war againfi the United 
Provinces. 

To cover thefe hofiile intentions, the parliament, 
under presence of providing for the interefis of com¬ 
merce, embraced fuch meafures as they knew would 

" Wc kre to'nl in the lil'e of fir IIen»y Vane, .that that famoiis 
republican ftppofed the Dutch war, and that it wa& the military gen- 
tJr;ueti chicHy whu u/t>porlct* that mCfifurc- 

give 
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• ■•ve difguft to the States. They framed the famous ^ 
;id of navigation ; which prohibited all nations from 
importing into England in their bottoms any com¬ 
modity which was not the growth and manuiadure 
of jiheir own country. By this law, though the 
terms in which it was conceived were general, the 
I)a|eh were principally alfeded; becaufe their coun- 
11 ) produces few commodities, and they fubiift chiefly 
by being the general carriers and fadors of Europe, 
loiters of reprifal were granted to feveral mer- 
chmits, w'ho complained of injuries, which, they 
pretended, they had received from the States; and 
above eighty Dutch (hips fell intoAlieir hands, and 
were made prizes. The cruelties/cominitted on the 
Englifli at Amboyna, which were certainly enor¬ 
mous, but which feemed to be buried in oblivion 
by a thirty years’ filence, were again made the 
ground of complaint. And the allowing the mur¬ 
derers of Doriflaus to efcape, and the conniving at 
the iiifults to w'hich St. John had been expofed, 
were reprefented as fymptoms of an unfriendly, if 
not a hoflile, difpofition in .the States. 

The States, alarmed at all thefe Heps, fent orders 
to their ambaffadors to endejf\'our the renewal of the 
treaty of alliance, which had been broken off by 
the abrupt departure of St. John. Not to be un¬ 
prepared, they equipped a fleet of a hundred and 
fifty fail, and took care, by their mlnifters at Lon¬ 
don, to inform the council of ftate of that arma¬ 
ment. This intelligence, inflead of ftriking terror 
into the Englifh republic, was confidered as a me¬ 
nace, and farther confirmed the parliament in their 
hoflile refolutions. Ihe minds of men in both 
flares were every day more irritated againft each 
other j and it was not long before thefe humourj 
broke forth into aftion. 

Tromp, an admiral of great renown, roeeived 
fturn the Stales the command of a fleet oii forty* 

P 2 . two 
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CHAP, two fail, in order to proteft the Dutch navigation 
againft the privateers of the F.nglifli. lie was 


1652. 


forced, by ftrefs of weather, as he alleged, to take 
fhelter in the road of Dover, where he met with 
Blake, who commanded an Englifh fleet muchliii- 
ferior in number. Who was the aggreflbr i^the 
adtion, which enfued between thefe two admn-als, 
both of them men of fuch prompt and fiery difpo- 
fitions, it is not eafy to determine; fince each of 
them lent to his own ftate a relation totally oppofite 
in all its circumftances to that of the other, and yet 
fupported by tJtje teftimony of every captain in his 
fleet, Blake pra'cnded that, having given a fignal 
to fhfe Dutch ad^.iral to ftrike, Tromp, inflead of 
complying, fired a broadfide at him. I'romp aflert- 
ed that he was preparing to ftrike, and that the 
Englifli admiral, nevcrthelefs, began hoftilities. It 
is certain that the admiralty of Holland, who are 
diftindl from the council of ftate, had given Tromp 
no orders to ftrike, but had left him to his own dif- 


cretion with regard to that vain but m\u:h contefted 
ceremonial. They feemed willing to introduce the 
claim of an equality wjth the new commonwealth, 
and to interpret the former refpeft payed the Englilh 
flag as a deference due only to the monarchy. This 
circumftance forms a ftrong prefumption againft 
the narrative of the Dutch admiral. I'he w'hole 


Drange party, it muft be remarked, to which Tromp 
was fufpeded to adhere, were defirous of a war with 
England. 

Blake, though his fquadron confifted only of 
fifteen veflels, reinforced, after the battle began, by 
eight under captain Bourne, maintained the fight 
with bravery for five hours, and funk one fljip of 
the enemy, and took another. Night parted the 
combatants, and the Dutch fleet retired towards 
the Coaft of Holland. The popiil.-ice of London 
'were dnraged, and would hav.c infuUed the Dutch 

ambafladoiS' 
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ambafladors, who lived at Chelfea, had not the coun¬ 
cil of flate lent guards to protect them. 

WiiKN the States heard of this action, of which 
thci coidequences were eafily forefeen, they were in 
th(^ utinolt conftcrnation. They immediately dif- 
paA^-hed Paw, penfionary of Holland, as their am- 
bailador extraordinary to London, and ordered him 
to lay before the parliament the narrative which 
Tromp had fent of the late rencounter. They en¬ 
treated them, by all the bands of their common re- 
li^icfti and common liberties, not to precipitate 
thernfelves into hollile meafures, but to appoint 
commiflioners, who fhould exanAe every'circum- 
llance of the aftion, and clear ijp the truth, which 
lay in obfcurity. And they pretended that they 
had given no orders to their admiral to offer any 
violence to the Englifh, but would fcverely punifli 
him, if they found, upon inquiry, that he had been 
guilty of an adtion which they fo much difap- 
proved. The imperious parliament would hearken 
to none of thefe reafons or remonftrances. Elated 
by the numerous fucceflcs which they had obtained 
over their domeftic enemies, they thought that every 
thing muff yield to their fortunate arms; and they 
gladly feized the opportunity, which they fqught, 
of making war upon the States. They demanded 
that, without any further delay or inquiry, repara¬ 
tion ihould be made for all the damages which the 
Knglifh had fuffained. And when thi^demand was 
not complied with, they difpatched orders for com- 
jncncing war againft the United Provinces. 

Blake failed northwards with a numerous fleet, 
and fell upon the herring bufles,* which were cfcort- 
t'd b^^ twelve men of war. All thefe he either took 
or difperfed. Tromp followed him with a fleq)t 
of above a hundred fail. When thefe,two ad- 
tnirals were within fight of each other, and prepar¬ 
ing for battle, afuripusftorm attacked them? Blakd: 

P 3 . , took 
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oa. 


Nov. 3J. 


C HAP. took fhelter in the Engliflt harbours. The Dutch 
. j fleet was difperfed, and received great damage. 

TejT. Sir George Ayfcue, though he commanded only 
Aug. i6. forty fhips, according to the Englifli accounts, |en- 
gaged, near Plymouth, the famous de Ruiter, who 
had under him fifty fhips of war, with thirty mer¬ 
chantmen. The Dutch fhips were indeed of infe¬ 
rior force to the Englifli. De Ruiter, the only ad¬ 
miral in Europe who has attained a renown equal to 
that of the greatefl: general, defended himfelf fo well, 
that Ayfcue gained no advantage over him. Night 
parted them in the greatefl heat of the a£lion. De 
Ruiter next da^failed oft' with his convoy. The 
Englilh fleet had Been fo fhattered in the fight, that 
it was not able to purfue. 

oa. 45. Near the coaft of Kent, Blake, feconded by 
Bourne and Pen, met a Dutch fquadron, nearly 
equal in numbers, commanded by de Witte and de 
Ruiter. A battle was fought much to the difad- 
vantage of the Dutch. Their “rear-admiral was 
boarded and taken. Two other veflels were funk, 
and one blown up. The Dutch next day made fail 
towards Holland. 

The Eiiglifh'were not fo fuccefsful in the Medi¬ 
terranean. Van Galen, with much fuperior force, 
attacked captain Badily, and defeated him. He 
bought, howcvefr, his victory with the lofs of his 
life. 

Nov. 3j. Se A-fiohYs are feldom fo decifive as to difable 

the vanquifhed from making head in a little time 
againfl the vidlors. Troinp, feconded by de 
Ruiter, met, near the Goodwins, with Blake, w'hoie 
fleet was inferior \o the Dutch, but who refolved 
not to decline the combat. A furious battle,com¬ 
menced, where the admirals on both fides, as well 
as the kiferior officers and feamen, exerted grc:>r 
bravery. In this action the Dutch had the advan¬ 
tage. ‘Blake himfelf was wounded. The Garland 
. • * ami 
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rind Bonaventure were taken. Two Ihips were 
burned, and one funk; and night came opportunely 
to fave the Englifli fleet. After this vidtory, Tromp, 
inb bravado, fixed a broom to 1.is main-mart; as 
it ne were refolved to Iweep the fea entirely of all 
Enf-rlith vcffels. 

Gki-at preparations were made in England, in 
order to wipe off this difgrace. A gallant fleet of 
eighty fail was fitted out. Blake commanded, and 
Dean under him, together with Monk, who had 
beefl fent for from Scotland. When the Ei gKfh 
lay oil Portland, they deferied, near break of day, 
a Dutch fleet of feventy-fix vetftifr, failinj^ up the 
channel, along .with a convoy oi^oo mercha'nfmen, 
who had received ordevs to wait at the ille of Rhe, 
till the fleet fltould arrive to efcort them. Tramp, 
and, under him, de Ruiter, commanded the Dutch, 
f his battle was the mofl furious that had yet been 
fought between thefe w’arlike and rival nations, 
i hree days was the combat continued wdth the ut- 
niofl rage and obflinacy ; and Blake, who was vic¬ 
tor, gained not more honour tljan Tromp, who 
was vanquifhed. The Dutch admiral made a fkil- 
ful retreat, and faved all the merchant fhips, except 
thirty. Pie loft, however, eleven fhips of war, had 
2000 men flain, and near 1500 taken prifoners. 
I'he Englifh, though many of their fhips were 
extremely fhattered, had but one funk. Their 
llain were not much inferior in number to thofe of 
the enemy.* 

• All thefe fuccefles of the Englifli were chiefly 
owing to the fuperior fize of their veflels ; an ad¬ 
vantage which ail the fkill and bmvery of the Dutch 
tidinifals could not compenfate. By means of fhip- 
money, an impofition which had been fo muej;^ 
complained of, and in feme refpedts with reafon, 
the lute king had put the navy into a fituation which 
tt had never attained in any former reign; *iind lit! 
Ventured tq build fhips of a fize which was then 
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c H A. p. unufual. But the misfortunes which the Dutch 
nief with in battle, were finall in comparifon of 
thofe which their trade fullained from the Englifli. 
Their whole commerce by the channel was cut wfF: 
Even that to the Baltic was much infefted by Eng- 
lifii piivatecrs. I'heir filheries were totally juf- 
pended. A great number of their fliips, above 
1600, had fallen into the hands of the enemy. 
And all this diftrefs they fullered, not for any na¬ 
tional interefts or necellity; but from vain points of 
honour and peffonal refentments, of which it^wiis 
difficult to give a fatisfadory account to the public, 
They rehdved, tlfcrefore, to gratify the pride of the 
parliarhent, and tV^ make fome advances towards 
peace. 1 hey met n.ot, however, with a favour¬ 
able receptioni and it was not without pleafure 
that they learned the dilfolutioii of that haughty 
allembly, by the violence of Cromwel ; an event 
from which they expeded a more profperous turn 
to their alfairs. 

The zealous republicans in the parliament had 
not been the chief or firlt promoters of the war; 
but when it was once entered upon, they endea¬ 
voured to draw from it every polTible advantage. 
On all occafions they fet up the ileet in oppofition 
to tlie army, and celebrated the glory and fuccelTes 
of their naval armaments. They infilled on the 
intolerable expence to which the nation was fub- 
jeded, and urged the neceflity of diminilhing it, 
DifTuiu- by a redudion of the Jand forces. They had or- 
tim ofthe dered fome regiments to ferve on board the fleet* 
meat." in the quality of marines. And Cromwel, by the 
whole train of their proceedings, evidently faw that 
they had entertained a jealoufy of his power and 
^pibiticn, and were refolved to bring him to a fub- 
ordinaiiop under their authority. Without fcruple 
or delay he refolved to prevent them. 

• On tluch firm foundations \^as built the credit of 
dns extraordinary man, that though a great mailer 

H of 
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of fraud and diflimulation, he judjjed it fuperfluous C 
to employ any difguife in conducting this bold en- 
terprife. He fumnioned a general council of ofK- 
ceis i and immediately found that they were dif- 
poied to receive whatever impreflions he was pleafed 
to give them. Moft of them were his creatures, 
had owed their advancement to his favour, and re¬ 
lied entirely upon him lor their future preferment. 

1 he breach being already made between the mill- * 
tary and civil powers, when the late king was feizcd 
at fioldenby ; the general officers regarded the 
parliament as at once their creature and their rival; 
and thought that they themfelv^ were eAHtled to 
lhare among them thofe offices ^d riches, or \vhich 
its members had fo long kept pofleflion. Harrifon, 
Rich, Overton, and a few - others who retained 


fome principle, were guided by notions fo extrava¬ 
gant, that they were eafily deluded into meafures 
the moft violent and moft criminal. And the whole 
army had already been guilty of fuch illegal and 
atrocious actions, that they could entertain no 
farther fcruple with regard any enterprife 
which might ferve their felhih or fanatical pur- 
poles. 

In the council of officers it was prefently voted 
to frame a remonftrance to the parliament. After 
complaining of the arrears due to the array, they 
there defired the parliament to refleft how many 
years they had fitten, and what profeffions they had 
formerly njiade of their intentions to new-model the 
. reprefentative, and eftablifh fucceffive parliaments, 
who might bear the burthen of national affairs, from 
which they themfelves would gladly, after fo much 
danger and fatigue, be at laft relieved. They con- 
feffed that the psu-liament had achieved great-entsr- 
prifes, and had furmounted mighty difficulties ; yet 
was it ati injury, they faid, to the reft of the nation 
to be excluded from bearing any part in tHe fervite 
of their country. It was now full time for them to 

give 
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CHAP, give place to others ; and they therefore defired 
_r them, after fettling a council who might execute 
i6jj. the laws during the interval, to fummon a new 
parliament, and eftablifh that free and equal go¬ 
vernment, which they had fo long promifed to the 
people. 

Thb parliament took this remonftrance in ill part, 
and made a Iharp reply to the council of ofiicer.s. 

' The officers infilled on their advice; and by mutual 
altercation and oppofition the breach became ftill 
wider between the army and the commonwealth. 

April 10. Cromwel^ finding matters ripe for his purpofe, call¬ 
ed a council of Officers, in order to come to a de¬ 
termination with X'garcl to the public fettlement. 
As he had here malay friends, fo had he alfo fome 
opponents. Harrifoni having aflured the council 
that the general fought only to pave the way for the 
government of Jefus and his faints, major Streator 
brifkly replied, that Jefus ought then to come 
quickly: For if he delayed it till* after Chriftmas, 
he would come too late; he would find his place 
occupied. While, the officers were in debate, co¬ 
lonel Ingoldfby informed Cromwel, that that par¬ 
liament was fitting, and had come to a refolution not 
to diflblve themfelves, but to fill up the houfe by 
new eleflions; and was at that very time engaged 
in deliberations with regard to this expedient. C'rom- 
wel in a rage immediately haftened to the houfe, 
and carried a body of 300 foldiers along with him. 
Some of them he placed* at the door, fome in the 
lobby, fome on the flairs. He firfl addreffed him- • 
ftlf to his friend St. John, and told him that he 
had come with a purpofe of doing what grieved him 
to the very foul, and what he had carneftly lyith 
tears befought the Lord not to impofe upon him : 
But there* was a ncceflity, in order to the glory of 
God and good of the nation. He fat down for fome 
time, ancl heard the debate. He beckoned Harrifon, 
and told liiin that he now judged the parliament 
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ripe for a diffolution. “ Sir,” faid Jlarrifon, ** the < 
“ work is very great and dangerous; I defire you 
“ I'erioufly to confider, before you engage in it.” 
*‘|You fay well,” replied the general; and there¬ 
upon fat ftill about a quarter of ati hour. When 
the qucllion was ready to be put, he faid again to 
Harrifon, “ I'his is the time : I muft do it.” And 
fuddenly ftarting up, he loaded the parliwtent with 
the vileit reproaches, for their tyranny, ambition, • 
oppreflion, and robbery of the-public. Thenftamp- 
inj^wiih his foot, which was a lignal for the foldiers 
to enter ; “ For fhame,” faid he to the parliament, 
“ get you gone; give place to^onefter \^en; to 
“ thofe who will more faithfwlly difeharge' their 
“ trull. You arc no longer / parliament: I tell 
“ you, you are no longer a pafrliamcnt. The Lord 
has done with you ; He has chofen other inftru- 
“ luents for carrying on his work.” Sir Harry 
Vane exdiuming again ft this proceeding, he cried 
with a loud voice, “ O ! fir Harry Vane, fir Harry 
Vane! The Lord deliver me from fir Harry 
‘‘ Vane!” Taking hold of Martin by the cloke, 
“ Thou art a whoremafter,” faitf he. To another 
“ Thou art an adulterer.”* To a third, ‘‘ Thou art 
“ a drunkard, and a glutton :” “ And thou an ex- 
'■* tortioner,” to a fourth. He commanded a fol- 
dier to feize the mace. “ "What Ikall w’e do with 
“ this bauble ? Here, take it away. It is you,” faid 
he, addrefling himfelf to the houfej ** that have 
“ forced jne upon this. I have fought the Lord 
night and day, that he would rather flay me than 
“ put me upon this work.” Having commanded the 
foldiers to clear the hail, he himfelf went out the 
Jail, and ordering the doors to be locked, departed 
to Ins lodgings in Whitehall. ^ 

In this furious manner, which fo w^ejl denotes 
hi;s genuine charader, did Cromwel, without the 
Icaft oppofuion, or pven murmur, annihilate that fa¬ 
mous 
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c HAP. mous aflemblyTj'hich had filled all Europe with tha 
renown of its actions, and with aftonilhinent at its 
crimes, and whofe commencement was not more 
ardently defired by the people than was its final (jif- 
folution. All parties now reaped fucceffively the 
melancholy pleafure of feeing the injuries which 
they had fuffered, revenged on their enemies; and 
that too by the fame arts which had been pra£tifed 
•againll them. The king had, in fome iidlances, 
ftrctched his prerogative beyond its juft bounds; 
and, aided by the church, had well nigh put an ^nd 
to all the liberties and privileges of the nation. The 
prelbyt^ans chested the progrefs of the court and 
clergy,'and exciteol. by cant and hypocrify, the po- 
pulace, firft to tuiifaks, then to war, againft the 
king, the peers, and* all the royalifts. No fooner 
had they reached the pinnacle of grandeur, than the 
independents, under the appearance of’ftill greater 
fandity, inftigated the army againft them, and re. 
duced them to fubjeftion. The independents, amidft 
their empty dreams of liberty, or rather of dorai- 
nion, were oppreffed by the rebellion of their own 
fervants, and found themfelves at once expofed to 
the infults of power and hatred of the people. By 
recent, as well as all ancient, example, it was become 
evident that illegal violence, with whatever pre. 
tences it may be covered, and whatever objeft it 
may purfue, muft inevitably end at laft in the arbi¬ 
trary and defpotic government of a fingle perfon. 
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Cromwells hlrth and private life — ’^Barebtmc^s par- 

. Ifoment - Cro 7 }iivel made prcte^or - - ■ Peace 

with Holland - A new parliament - Infurrec- 

tion of the royalijls - State of, EuropeAr — 

^vith Spain - Jamaica cotiq^red—Succcfs and 

death cf admiral Blake - pomejlick adnimijira- 

iion of Cromwel - Hunibfe petition and advice 

- Dunkirk taken —— Sicknej's of the prote^lor-— 

ilis death—and charadler. 


O LIVER CROMWEL, in whofe hands c ii a p. 

the diffolution of the parliament had left the 
whole power, civil and military, of three king- 
doms, was born at Huntingdon, the lafl: year of Crom.' 
the former century, of a good family; though he 
himfeir, being the Ion of a fccond brother, inherited vati,- li.e, 
but a fmall eftate from his father. In the couife of 
his education he had been fent to the univerfity; 
but his genius was found little fitted for the calm and 
elegant occupations of learning, and fie made fmall 
proficiencies in his ftudies.* lie even threw himfelf 
-into a diflblute and diforderly courfe of life; and he 
confumed in gaining, drinking, debauchery, and 
country riots, the more early years of his youth, 
and (Jiffipated part of his patrimony. All of a fud- 
den the fpirit of reformation feized him ; he maf- 
*^icd, affe^ed a grave and compofed beha/iour, en¬ 
tered into all the zeal and rigour of the puritanical 
P^ifty, and oilered to reftore to every one whatever 

* fums 
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CHAP, fums he had formerly gained by gaming. The 
^ ^ fame vehemence of temper, which had tranfported 

,6jj. him into the extremes of pleafure, now diftin- 
guiflied his religious habits. His houfe was the |e- 
fort of all the zealous clergy of the party; and his 
hofpitality, as well as his liberalities to the filenccd 
and deprived minifters, proved as chargeable as his 
former debaucheries. Though he had acquired a 
'tolerable fortune by a maternal uncle, he found 
his affairs fo injured by his expences, that he was 
obliged to take a farm at St. Ives, and apply him- 
felf, for fome years, to agriculture as a profellion. 
But thi^'expedieEy ferved rather to involve him in 
farther debts and diSSculties. The long prayers which 
he faid to his familwin the morning, and again in 
the afternoon, confukied his own time and that of 
his ploughmen; and he referved no leifure for the 
care of his temporal afl'airs. Tlis aftive mind, 
fuperior to the low occupations to which he was 
condemned, preyed upon itl'elf;. and he indulged 
his imagination in vifions, illuminations, revela¬ 
tions ; the great jiourifhment of that hypocondria- 
cal temper, to which he was ever fubjed. Urged 
by his wants and his piety, he had made a party 
with Hambden, his near kmfman, who was prefl'ed 
only by the latter motive, to tranfport himfelf into 
New England, now become the retreat of the more 
zealous among the puritanical party; and it was an 
order of council which obliged them to difembark 
and remain in England. I’he earl of Bejlford, who 
poffelTcd a large eftate in the Fen Country, near, 
the ifle of Ely, having undertaken to drain thefe 
moraflls, was obliged to apply to the king; and by 
the powers of the prerogative, he got commiflioners 
appointed, who conduded that work, and divided 
the new-acquired land among the feveral proprie¬ 
tors. He met with oppofition from many, among 

(vhom Cromwel diftinguiflied himfelf; and this was 
. the 
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the firft public opportunity which he hhd met with c 
oi dil'covering the fa 61 :ious zeal and obftinacy of his 
character. 

t^oM accident and intrigue he was chofen by the 
(own of Cambridge member of the long parliament. 
Ills domeflic affairs were then in great diforder; 
:ind he fceined not to poflefs any talents which 
could qualify him to rife in that public fphere into 
u'liich he was now at laft entered. His perfon was 
iiiigraceful, his drefs flovenly, his voice untuneable, 
iiis. tilocution homely, tedious, obfcure, and em- 
harrafl'ed. The fervour of his fpirit frequently 
i-iornpted him to rife in the houfe i-.but he not 
heard with attention; His naiy, for above two 
years, is not to be found ofteneathan twice in any 
committee; and thofe commixes, into which he 
v.as admitted, were chofen for affairs which would 
more intcrcfl tlic zealots than the men of bufmefs. 
In comparifon of the eloquent fpeakers and 6ne 
geniiemen of the h.oufe, he was entirely overlooked ; 
and his friend tlambden alone was acquainted with 
the dej>th of his genius, and foretold that, if a civil 
'var fhoukl enfue, he would foon rife to eminence 
and difUndlion. ‘ 

CaoMwiiL himfclf feems to have been confeious 
where his fi.rength lay ; and partly from that motive, 
partly from the uncontrollable fury of his zeal, he 
always joined that party which pufhed every thing 
to extremities againft the king. He was adtive in 
promoting the famous remotjurance, which was the 
fignal for all the enfuing commotions ; and when, 
^fter a long debate, it was carried by a fraall ma¬ 
jority, he told lord Falkland, that if the queftion 
had been loll, he was refolved next day to have 
converted into ready money the remains of his for-, 
tune, and immediately to have left the kytgdom. 
Nor was this refolution, he faid, peculiar to him¬ 
self: Many others of his party he knew lo be ' 
ftlually determined. 


22 | 

HAP. 

LXI. 

i6j3. 



t 


iU 


HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


CHAP. He was no lefs than forty-three years of age, 
LXi. v^hen he firll embraced the military profeffion ; and 
by force of genius, without any maftcr, he fo^-.n 
became an excellent officer; though perhaps#' he 
never reached the fame of a consummate com¬ 
mander. He raifed a troop of horfe ; fixed his 
quarters in Cambridge j exerted great feverity to¬ 
wards that univerfity, which zealoully adhered lo 
the royal party; and fliowed himfelf a man vlio 
would go all lengths in favour of that caufe which 
he had efpoufed. He would not allow his fotdiers 
to perplex their heads with thofe fubtletics of fight¬ 
ing by/the kingVsyauthority againfl his perfon, and 
of obeying his m^fty’s commands fignified by both 
houfes of parliament: He plainly told them that, 
if he met the king ib battle, he would fire a piflo! 
in his face as readily as againft any other man. His 
troop of horfe he foon augmented to a regiment; 
and he firll inllituted that difeipline and infpired that 
fpirir, which rendered the parliamentary armies in 
the end vifforious. Your troops,” faid he to 
Hambden, according to his own account ”, “ arc 
« molt of them old decayed ferving men and tap- 
“ fters, and fuch kind of fellows ; the king’s forces 
“ are compofed of gentlemen’s younger fons and 
** perfons of good quality. And do you think 
“ that the mean fpirits of fuch bafe and low fc!- 
“ lows as ours will ever be able to encounter gen- 
“ tiemen, fhat have honour and courage and refo- 
lution in them ? Y’^ou mull get rrven of fpirit, 
** and take it not ill that I fay, of a fpirit that is 
** likely to as far as gentlemen will go, or elfe 
I am fufe you will Hill be beaten, as yon have 
“ hitherto been, in every encounter.” }}e did 
•as he propofed. He inlifted the fons of freeholders 
and farmers. He carefully invited into his regiment 
all thf zealous fanatics throughout Englaiid. When 

Conference held at Whitchalt 
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rlioy were cciileftcd in a body, ihcir enthufiiftic fpirit 
I'tlil role to a higher pilch. 'I'hcir colonel, from 
natural character, as well as from policy, 
w' fulhcientiy inclined to increafe the llatne. l ie 
pi cached, be praved, he fought, he punilhed, he. 
rewarded, d he wild enthufiafm, together with va¬ 
lour and dil'ciplinc, liill propagated itfelf; and all 
uien call their eyes on fo pious and fo fuccefsful a 
iiailer. I'Toin low command.- he rofe with great 
icipidity to be really the lirll, though in appearance 
fecond, in the army. Bv fraud and vio- 

t ^ 

l.nce, he foon rendered himfclf the lirft in the ftate. 

^ . ... 0 

in ju-oportion to the increafe of his auihorky, his 
laicnts always feemed to expami thcmfelves ; and 
i.i. Jilplayed every day new abiiijcs, which had lain 
di'niiant till the very cmcrgencelmy which they were 
called forth into action. All Europe flood aflo- 


iiilhcd to fee a nation, fo turbulent and unruly, who, 
for loine doubtful encroachments on their privileges, 
lii I dethroned and murdered an excellent prince, 
ui.ia-nded from a long iine of moaarchs, now at lall 
tohdued and reduced to flavery byj^ne, who, a few 
years before, was no better than a private gentle¬ 
man, whofe name was not known in the nation. 


c H \ P. 
LXl. 



Olid who was little regarded even in that low fphere 
to which he had always been confined. 

I’he indignation, entertained by the people, 
againll an authority, founded on fuch manifeft ufur- 
pation, was not fo violent as might nartirally be ex¬ 
pected, Copgratulatory addrefles, the firft of the 
bind, were made to Cromwel^ by the fleet, by the 
army, even by many of the chief corporations and 
touniies of England; but efpecially by the feveral 
Congregations of faints, difperfed throughout the 
kingdom K The royalifts, though they*could ndt> 
iove the man who had embrued his hanis* in the 


P See MiUon’s State Papers. 
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CHAP, blood of their fovereign, expefted more lenity from 

^ , him, than from the jealous and imperious repub* 

1653. licans, who had hitherto governed. The prdbvi 
terians were pleafed to fee thofe men, by whom trfey 
had been outwitted and expelled, now in their turn 
expelled and outwitted by their own fervant; and 
they applauded him for this laftaftof violence upon 
the parliament. Thefe two parties compofed the 
bulk of the nation, and kept the people in feme 
tolerable temper. All men likewife, haraffed with 
wars and faftions, were glad to fee any profpetd-of 
fettlement. And they deemed it Icfs ignominious to 
fubmit>to a perfa-n of fuch admirable talents and ca¬ 
pacity than to a feiv ignoble enthuliallic hypocrites, 
who, under the n^ne of a republic, had reduced 
them to a cruel lub)j:6tion. 

Th£ republicans, being dethroned by Cromwel, 
were the party whole refentment he had the greatell 
reafon to apprehend. 'I’hat party, befides the intie- 
pendents, contained two lets of men,, who are feeui- 
ingly of the moll oppoiire principles, but who were 
then united by ^limilitudc of genius and of charac¬ 
ter. 'I’he firlt and molt numerous were the millena- 
rians, or fifth monarchy men, who infilled, that, do¬ 
minion being founded in grace, all diftindlion in uia- 
giltracy mull be abolifhed, except what arofe from 
piety and hoiinefs; who expected fuddcnly the fc- 
cond coming of Chrilt upon earth; and who pretend¬ 
ed, that th<f I'aints in the mean while, that is, thenv 
felves, were alone entitled to govern. , The fecoud 
were the deills, who had no other objedl than political 
liberty, who denied entirely the truth of revelation, 
and infinuated, that all the various feels, lb heated 
agaiiill each other, were alike founded in folly^and in 
,{*frror. Men of fuch daring geniufes were not con¬ 
tented ivifh the ancient and legal forms of civil go- 
\ ernnient; but challenged a degree of freedom hi-* 
* yond' what they expelled ever to enjoy under any 
monarchy. Martin, .Challoiicr, Harrington, Sidney- 

Wiklnian; 
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Vv'llilman, Nevll, were efteemed the heads of ttils chap. 
jmall divihon. LXl. 

Tii£ deifls were perfedly hated byCromwel, be- 
caufe he had no hold of enthnfiafm, by which he 
coukr govern or over>reach them ; he therefore 
reared them with great rigour and difdain, and 
uliially denominated them the hcatbem. As the 
iiiiiienarians had a great intereft in the army, it was 
more important for him to gain their confi- 
uciict.; and their fize of underdanding afforded him 
^ruat facility in deceiving them. Of late years it 
liad bAn fo ufual a topic of converfation to difeourfe 


oi n 


>arliameuts and councils and fenates, and the fol- 


ilicrs ihcmfelves had been fo much iccuftomcd to 
enter into that fpirit, that Cromwel thought it re- 
quilite to cdablilh fomething whicU might bear the 
taee of a commonwealth. He fuppofed that God, in 
his providence, had thrown the whole right, as well 
as power, of government into his hands; and with¬ 
out any more ceremony, by the advice of his coun¬ 
cil of officers, he font fumnions to a hundred and 
iwenty-eight perfons of different towns and counties 
of I '.ngland, to five of Scotland, to Jix of Ireland. 

He pretended, by his foie ad and deed, to devolve 
upon thefe the whole authority of the ftate. This Bare» 
legifldtive power they were to exercife during fif- 
I'-en ntonths, and they were afterwards to choofe the 
fame number of perfons, who might fuccced them in 
that high and important office. 

There were great numbers at that rime, who 
made it a prir\clple always to. adhere to any power 
v.hich was uppermoft, and to fupport the eftabliffi- 
government. This maxim is not peculiar to the 
people of that age; but what may be elleemed pe- 
<'uliar to them, is, that there prevailed a hypocri- 
|>cal phrafe for exprefling fo prudential a condud : 

H was called a waiting upon providence. When 
providence,* therefore, was fo kind as to bellow on 

2 fhefe 
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c II A p thefe men, now afTembled together, the fupreine 
authoriry, they mult have been very ungrateful, if, in 
,(,.-3. their turn, they had been wanting in complaifan'c 
4th July, towanls her. They immediately voted themfej^es a 
parliament; and having their own eonfent, as well 
as that of Oliver Gromwel, for their Icgiflative au¬ 
thority, they now proceeded very gravely to the ex- 
ercife of it. 

In this notable affembly were fome perfons of the 
rank of gentlemen ; but the far greater part were 
low mechanics; fifth monarchy men, anabaptilb, 
nntinomians, independents; the very dregs of the 
fanatics. They began with feeking God by prayer; 
This'’oilicc w&s performed by eight or ten giflul 
men of the aflfambly; and with fo much fuccef', 
that, according ^ the confcfllon of all, they hral 
never before, in nny of their devotional exerciics, 
enjoyed fo much of the holy fpirit as was then com¬ 
municated to them Their hearts were, no doubi. 
dilated when they confidered the high dignity, to 
which they fuppofed thcmfelvc^ exalted. '1 hey li:ui 
been told by C>omwel, in his firlt difeourfe. that he 
never looked to fee fuch a day, when Chrift flioula 
be fo owned ^ They thought it, therefore, their 


^ Pari. Ilift, vol. xr. p, i8a. 

*■ Thefr are his exprdilons. ** In(lc*’d 1 have but one word 
lo (ay to you, thoi3‘rh in that perhap-* I Hjall flicw my weaknt:.s. 
It is by way of encouragement to you in this work; give me It.m 
to begin tlKis ! I conlcfs I never looked Lo have fccu fueh 

^ . .w- a #4 II 1... ijX 
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•• tiiisuay Dy your can, and you own mm oy your wunuguti- 
pear for him, Hiid you manifeftthib Jati fa;* iu poor cicaiurca can u; 
“ lobe a clay of the power of Cbiilt. I know you v/iH 
** Ih.Tt fcriptui e, makes his j tople <imU'mg in the d>iy if h:s y 

luanitelU it to be the day of the power of Chrilt, having tin oug ^ 
** much blood and fo much trialas has been iiljon tbisfuation, ^ 
makes this one oi the greateft raercicn, next lu his own fon,to n 
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iV ty to proceed to a thorough reformation, and to c u A 
<cVhe way for the rcitoi ot the Redeemer, and 
tei that ^reat work \vhich, it was exuev'tcd, the 
T.<'rd was to bring forth among them. All fanatics 
being confetrated by ihcir own I'oitd imaginations, 
naiurally luar an at'.tinathy to the ecclelialHcs, who 
n ii;u a pccidiar fancllrv, derived merely from their 
eiHcc and pried Iv rharaefer. Tliis pailiamcnt took 
n;t') ci^hiideration the abolition ot the clerical func- 
• ioig'as fa\ouring of pcipcry ; and the taking awai^’* 

!'i tiiiies, which they called a relief of Jiukirm. 
Lc'.nnng alio and the univerUiics *were deemed 
l;:a:henifh and ttnneccfi'i.ry : Titc eoinmon law was 
>>t.n ):ninated a badge of the conqi^d and of Nor- 
au'i ilavery ; and they threatenea the lawyers with 
1 'tal abrogation of their profetlion. Some Iteps 
verc even taken towards an abolition of the chan- 
iuy \ the highcll court of judicature in the king- 
d'su; and the Moktical law was intended to be 
dhibliflicd as the foie fyftem of Englilh jurifpru- 

iicilCC • 


Uk all the extraordinary fehemes adopted by 
tlielc legiilators, they had not leifure to finilh any, 
except that which eltabliflied the legal folcmnization 
of marriage by the civil magiftrate alone, without 
die interpofition of the clergy. They found them- 
felvcs e\pofed to the derifion of the public, Among 
die fanatics of the houfe, there was an aftive mcni- 
lier, much noted for his long prayers, fermons, 
and harangues. He w’^as a leather-feller in Lon- 
His name Pmife-god Barehone, This ridi¬ 
culous name, which feems to have been cholen by 


and ccnild at any time filed aim ^ dance of tears. The reft of the 
may bcj'een among Milton - Suite l^apcrs, page 106* It li 
curious, and full ot the fam - obfeurty, confufion, embafrafT- 
ablurdity, which apjvarin almoft dll Oliver's productions. 

• Whitlockc, p. 543. 548. * Coni'crcncc held at AVbitchall. 
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fome poet or allegorifl: to fuit fo ridiculous a pe-i 
fonage, ftruck the fancy of the people ; and 
commonly affixed to this afl'embly the appellation of 
Barebone’s parliament 

The Butch ambafladors endeavoured to enter 
Into negotiation with this parliament; but, thou(;h 
protellants and even prefbyterians, they met with a 
bad reception from thofc who pretended to a fanc- 
tity fo much fuperior. The Hollanders wqre re- 
g'^rded as wordly-ininded men, intent only on 
comiverce and induftry j whom it was fitting the 
faints fliould firlt extirpate, ere they undcitook that 
great work, to which they believed themfelves de 
{lined by provit^nce, of fiibduing Andchrifl, the 
man of fin, and extending to the uttermoll bounds 


^ It VMS ijfual for fhf pretemlcd flints at time to change their 
names Iron H<nvy, J-.-lward Anthony, Willi.im, which tht.y n ■ 
{rarcicd a:> htatlicn Ih, .;ita others more fvnclificd and^iodly: iivui 
the Ne»v Tcitamerit names, Jamc^, Andrew, Jolin, Pttcr, wtr * nut 
held in fach regard as thisfe w'hich were borrowed from the Old 
Teltament, Hezek^ah, HabbakuU, Joihua, ZcrobabcU Sometn ts 
a whole gi>dly fcntencc \v iS adopted as a n..inc. Here are the namts 
o*‘ a jury faid to be cnclof^d in the county o; Suflex about that 
time. 


Accepted, Trevor of NorHiam. 
Redeemed, Compton of Battle. 
Faint not, Hewit ol Healhficld. 
Make Peace, Heaton of Hare. 
Cod Reward, Smart o.' Fivc- 
hurft. • 

Standfaft on High, Stringer oi 
Crowhuift. 

Earth, Adams ofWarbldon. 
Called, Lover oi the fame. 

KtlJ Sm, limpk Oi Witham. 


Return. Spelman of Walling. 

Be Faitl fill, Joiner ot Brithnj:. 
Fiy Debate, Koberts of the tanit*- 
Fight the good Fight of Faith, 
White oj Emer 

More Fruit, Fowler oi'Eall Ilad- 
lev. 

Hope for, Bencling of the fime. 
Clraccful, Harding oi Lewes. 
Weep not, Billing: of the fame. 
Meek, Brewer of Okchain. 


I 


Sec Broome’s Travels in England, p. 179. “ Cromwel,” fjjY® 
( I'/vcland, hath beat up his di ums clean througli the pid Tea*" 
ment. You in;»y learn tlie genealogy of our Saviour by the 
of his regiment. The muRer-malltT has no other hft 
firft V:hapter of St. Matthew.” The brother of this Praifi-?'^" 
Barebonc had for name, Ij Chrift had not dud Jor yoU^ you had 
damKea Buichone^ But the people, liicd of this Jong name, retain^ 
only the lait word, and conuiionly gave him the appellation 
JjamnH Larebone^ 
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of the earth the kingdom of the Redeemer The 
ainballadors finding themfelvcs prolcribed, not as 
iiieinies of England, but of Chrill, remained in 
aiionilhment, and knew not which was molt to be 
admired, the implacable fpirit or egregious folly of 
thele pretended faints. 

Cromwel began to be afliamed of his legiflature. 
1 ! he ever had any defign in fummoning fo prepo- 
fierous an allcmbly beyond amufing the populace' 
and the army, he had intended to alarm the clergy 
ai)S lawyers ; and he had fo far fucceeded to 
make them defire any other government^ ^ich 
uiigln Ifcure their profellions, now brought in dan- 
'.‘ci by thefe defperate fanatics. Cromwel himfelf 
^^a8 dill'atisfied, that the par^ament, though they 
had derived all their authoriejy' from him, began to 
pretend power from the Lord *, arid to infill already 
on their divine commillion. He had been careful 
lo fummon in his writs feveral perfons entirely de¬ 
voted to him. By concert, thefe met early; and it was 
mentioned by fame among them, that the fitting of 
this {larliament any longer would-be of no fervice to 
the nation. They hallened, therefore, to Cromwel, 
along with Roufe, their fpeaker; and, by a formal 
deed or aflignment, reftored into his hands that fu- 
preme authority which they had fo lately received 
from him. General Harrifon and about twenty 
more remained in the houfe ; and that they might 
prevent the reign of the faints from toming to an 
untimely ond, they placed one Moyer in the chair, 
and began to draw up protefls. They were foon 
interrupted by colonel White, with a party of fol- 
diers. He alked them what they did there ? We 
ate feeking the Lord,” faid they. << Then you 
may go elfewhere,” replied he; “ For to mjy 
certain knowledge, he has not been here thefe 
“ many years.** ^ 

* Thiitloc, vol. 5 . p.*»73. 591. AlfoStubbe, p 91,92. 

* Tl'uilcc, vol. i. p. 303 . 

Q. Tire 
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The military being now in appearance, as well 
as in reality, the loie power which pieviuled in the 
1653. nation, Croaiwtl lito.- hi u- indulge a new 1 ui-. jf 
For he feeins not to have had anv vUiilx rate piar. 111 
all thele alterations. I/anthert, his cieaturc, win;, 
under the appearance t)t obrecpiioLijiicrs to him, 
indiiliTcd an unbounded atnbition, propofid in a 
council of oHictTs to aJop: atuithei J'cheine oi go- 
*vcrnnient, and to leinpjr the liiieriy of a fonnmoa- 
v/ealth by the atiihouiy ol a linglc pevlon, who 
Ihouid he known by t’ue appdiaiion of proiuclhr. 
WithOiiL (itlav, he -pieparLd what was c.dl.d 

//./' i}llt t ttll'tKnt^ (’«)Ul '! j'l.il 

Crr'nnwf^l Ol liilS JlCW Ic'U)!uf ‘' i *, : il.'v It I » L* 

t • s 

apKCa!;h'to iliL eeo'Val, u is (l;','.\lv vot. d 

by tn. council 01 (iia'\ro. v -d OLiiuieeL 

proiec'tuv ; and will! ed'eiil lo’cni;ul,y ini ailed in ilml 
high tdhee. 

ho little wove tiicie m 'n oiidow'cd whli the fjdiit 

oT lepidadoii, li.ai il.ey co-nit lied, or ratiier boafkd, 

th, i ihv,y iiad cinjiiovetl only iotiv days in uiavving 

'•liis iiiitrumenl, by, wideb thi v. h<<ii; government ot 

t!i tu Nfiiguoms was prt landed ,lo be regulated and 

•adiaiLcd to all uicoeediiu' ecneratioiis. There ap- 

]!tars no dlfiicidty in bclieviiig them ; when it >j 

confulued how criule and undigcltcd a lyilem of 

civil polity they endeavoured to eflablifh. I hit 

ohief articles of the indrument are thcl'o : A council 

•tvas appointeil*, which was not to encced twenty- 

one, nor be lefs than thirteen peiions. Xhefe werc 

to enjoy their office during Hie or good behaviour ; 

and in cafe of a vacancy, the remaining members 

named three, of whom the protector chofc one. 

'i'he protector was appointed lupreme magiflrate 

o^ tile commonwealth : In his name was all juliice 

to be adminiitered; from him were all magiitracy 

and honours derived ; he had the power of jSardon- 

in’g all crimes, excepting murder and treafou j 

to hint the benefit of all furfeiuues devolved- 

Tlie 
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1 he right : ace, v.'ar, and alliance, rcileJ in C H A P. 
;;an ; but Te particulars he uas to lul by the 
^'uvicc ar.> . ith ihc conlent <^ 1 ' hi;; council. The '"Tc^T. 
•)io\vcr ... .he fworJ was veiled in the protector 
, ihi '■ "ith the parliament, vvhiL* it was fitting, or 
v.i.ii ti.e council oi flatc in the intervals, ile v as 
('■!> p-’ii It) fuinmon a pariiainent every three years, 
aiKi aiiow thun to fit live months, without auiouni- 
a,'Hi,prorogation, or diiloJutii)!!. 'The bills, vvi’.iv.h * 
ili-cv oaileo, were to be prclcntc.d to the protector 
l aiVent ; but it wichin tv'euty days it cvcrc^^iii’t 

^'ht.Mne.i. ihcv were to becoinc. la';;, by thi^ auiiu)- 
1'.;. alone of jiai iiament. A ltaiuiin»r army tor Orcar 
hiit.iin and irclanci was eliab!ilh.;d, oi’ 20,000 loot 
ni.'i 10,00 '. I'lorie; axu! funds \yeie aliigaei) for their 


liipport. Iheic were not to tie diminiltied without 
cojiient of the proteftor j and in this article alone 
lit ailumed a negative. During the intervals oi 
parliament, the protector and council had the power 
ol enabling laws*, which were to be valid till the 
next meeting of parliament. The chancellor, treu- 
liirer, admiral, chief governors oflreland and Scot¬ 
land, and the chief jullicgs of both the benches, 
mull be chofen with the approbation of parliament; 
and in the intervals, with the approbation ol the 
council, to be afterwards ratified by parliament. The 
prottflor was to enjoy his office during life; and on 
his death, the place was immediately to be fuppHctl 
by the council. This was the inftrument of go¬ 
vernment ,ena6ted by the council ol officers, and 
•folcmuly fworn to by Oliver Cromwei. The coun¬ 
cil of Hale, named by the inftrument, were fifteen 
men entirely devoted to the protedlor, and by rea- 
fon ,of the oppofition among theinfclves in party 
and principles, not likely ever to combine agaii*ft 
him. • 


CftoSiwEL faid that he accepted the dignity of 
protector, merely that he might exert the duty ol 
a coiiflablc, and preferve peace in rhe natron. Af¬ 
fairs 
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CHAP, fairs indeed v^ere brought to that pafs, by the furious 
^ f animofities of the fevcral faftions, that the extenfive. 

, 5 ^ 3 , authority and even arbitrary power of feme 

magiftrate was become a neceffary evil, in order la 
keep the people from relapfing into blood and con- 
fufion. The independents were too fmall a party 
ever to edablilh a popular government, or entrull 
the nation, where they had fo little intcreft, with 
the free choice of its reprefentatives. The prefljy- 
terians had adopted the violent maxims of perf^cu- 
tiop,:, incompatible at all times with the }>eace of 
fociety, ^much more with the wild zeal of thofe nu¬ 
merous feels which prevailed among the people. 
The royalifts w'ere fo much enraged by the injuries 
which they had fuft'ered, that the other prevailing 
parties would never Mubmit to them, who, they 
knew, were enabled, merely by the execution of the 
ancient laws, to take fevere vengeance upon them. 
Had Croinwel been guilty of no crime but this 
temporary ufurpation, the plea of neceffity and 
public good, which he alleged, might be allowed, 
in every view, a reafonable excufe for his conduct. 

During the variety of ridiculous and diftrafted 
feenes, which the civil government exhibited in 
England, the military force was exerted with vigour, 
condudl, and unanimity ; and never did the King¬ 
dom appear more formidable to all foreign nations. 
The Engliih fleet, confifting of an hundred fail, and 
commanded by Monk and Dean, and under them 
by Pen and Lawfon, ihet,*nearthe coaft of Flanders, 
with the Dutch fleet, equally numerous, and com-' 


manded by Tromp. The two republics were not 
inflamed by any national antipathy, and their in- 
terells very little interfered: Yet few battles have 
been difputed with more fierce and obftinate ■ cou¬ 
rage than'were thofe many naval combats, which 
were foqght during this fhort, but violent, war. 
The defire of remaining foie lords of the ocean 
animated‘thefe ft.ates to an honourable emulation 

againft 
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againfl: each other. After a battle of two days, < 
in the firft of which Dean was killed, the Dutch, 
inferior in the fize of their ftiips, were obliged, with 
great lofs, to retire into their harbours. Blake, 
towards the end of the fight, joined his countrymen 
with eighteen fail. The Englifli fleet lay off the 
coaft of Holland, and totally interrupted the com¬ 
merce of that republic. * 

The ambaffador, whom the Dutch had fent over 
' to England, gave them hopes of peace. 
they could obtain no ceffation of hofl^litfes, the 
States, unwilling to fuffer any* longer the lofs and 
dlflionour of being blockaded by the enemy, made 
the utmoft efforts to recover their injured honour. 
Never on any occafion did the power and vigour 
of that republic appear in a more confpicuous light. 
In a few weeks, they had repaired and manned their 
fleet; and they equipped fome Ihips of a larger fize 
than any which they had hitherto fent to fea. Tromp 
iffued cut, determined again to fight the victors, 
and to die rather than to yield the conteff. He 
met with the enemy, commanded by Monk; and 
both Tides immediately ruihed into the combat. 
Tromp, gallantly animating his men, with his 
fword drawn, was ihot through the heart with a 
mufquet ball. This event alone decided the battle 
in favour of the Englifh. Though near thirty ftiips 
of the Dutch were funk and taken, they little re¬ 
garded »this lofs compared with that of their brave; 
admiral. 

Meanwhile the negotiations of peace were 
continually advancing. The States, overwhelmed 
lyith the expence of the war, terrified by their Ioffes, 
and mortified by their defeats, were extremely de- 
firous of an accommodation with an enemy whom 
they*found, by experience, too powerful^ for them. 
The king, having Ihown an inclination to ferve on 
board their fleet; though they expreffed their fenfe 
pf the honour intended thern^ ;hey declined an 

offer 
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15. 


Peace wUil 
IhAhnsi 


ofj'er which inl'.',ht inllaine the quarrel with the 
Kiigiilh coiu:nt>i’.v/calth. The ^rcat obftaclc to the 
peace wad found not to be any animofity on the 
part of tlie i-ingiidi; but on the contrary a defire 
too carneft of union and confederacy. Croniwel 
had revived the chimerical fcheme of a coalition 
wdth tlie United Provinces; a total conjunction of 
!.r'*>vernmeni, privileges, iiiterdts, and councils. This 
j)rojcct appeared fo wild to the States, that they 
vvon/uired any man of fenfe could ever entertain it • 
and they rt^fuled to enter into conferences with re- 
gaid to a pTopol'al, ‘which could ferveouly to delay 
any practicable Icheiue of, accommodation. 'I’hc 
pe.ace v/as at lail ligncd by Cromwcl, now invehed 
with the dignity oi prelector; and it proves fuffi- 
ciently, that the v.'ar had been impolitic, fince, 
after the molt ligrai victories, no terms more ad- 
\;uitaL'eoud couK! be obtained. A defenlive league 


was made between the two republics.* They agreed 
each of them to banilh the enemies of the other ; 
thole who had been <ccncerned in the mafl'acre of 
Aiaboyna w^ere to be pui],ifhed, if any remained 
alive ; the honour of the flag was yielded to the 
Englifh ; eighrv>five thoufand pounds were ftipu. 
lated to be paid by the Dutch Kail India company 
for Ioffes which the Kngiifli company had fullained ; 
atid the iiland of Polcrone in the Eaft Indies was 
promifed to be ceded to the latter. 

, Cromwill, jealous of the connexions between the 
royal family and that of Orange, infilled on a fe- 
paratc article \ that neither the young prince nor 
any of his family fliould ever be invcfled W'ith the 
dignity of ftadtholder. The province of Hollanij, 
ilroirgly prejudiced againft that office, which they 
cfleemcd dangerous to liberty, fccrctly ratified this 
article. 'i,’he protedor, knowing that the bther 
provinces would not be induced tounake fuch a con- 
ceffion, was* fatislied vtith thisfeciiritv. 


The 
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Thk Dutch war being fucccfsful, and the peace < 
reafonable, brought credit to (h'omwcl’s '.uhniiu- 
ftration. An att of jultice, which he exercifed at 
home, gave likewife fatisfuclion to the people ; 
though the regularity of it may perhaps appear 
foinewhat doubtful. Don Paiualeon Sa, brother 
to the Portuguefe anibaifador, and joined with 
him in the fame commiflion t, fancying himfelf to 
be infulted, came upon the exchange, armed and at- 
tcndcii by feveral fervants. By miflake, he fell on 
3 gentleman, w'hom he took for the perfon that had 
' given him the ofl'ence j and having butch^f^d-lrini 
with many wounds, he and all his atteiKlants took 
fhelter in the houfe of the Poftuguele ambalfador, 
w'ho had connived at this bafe enterprife 'J'he 
populace furrounded the houfe, and threatened to fet 
fire to it. Cromwel fent a guard, who feized all 
the criminals. They were brought to trial: And 
notwithftanding the oppofition of the ambaflador, 
who pleaded the privileges of his office, don Pania- 
leon was exechted on Tower-hill. The laws of na¬ 
tions were here plainly violated: But the crime 
committed by the Portuguefe gentleman to the 
lafl: degree atrocious; and the vigorous chaflifemcnt 
of it, i'uiting fo well to the undaunted charafter of 
Cromwel, was univerfally approved of at home and 
admired among foreign nations. The fituation of 
Portugal obliged that court to acquiefee; and the 
ambalfador foon after ligned with the protestor a 
treaty of peace and alliance, which was very advanta¬ 
geous tc» the Englifli commerce. 

Another att of feverity, but neceffary in his 
fituation, was, at the very fame time, exercifed by 
fhe protestor, in the capital puniffiment of Gerard 
and Vowel, two royalifls, who were accufed of coii- 
fpiring againil his life. He had erefted a high 
court of juftiit for their trial } an infiingement of 
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’ Thurloe, Tol. iif p. 419. 


Ibid. Tol i. P‘ 6 t 6 
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c HA p. the ancient laws, which at this time was become 
^ ‘ . familiar, but one to which no cuftom or precedent 

i6j 4. could reconcile the nation. Juries were found alto¬ 
gether unmanageable. The reftlefs Lilburn, for/* 
new offences, had been brought to a new trial j and 
had been acquitted with new triumph and exulta¬ 
tion. If no other method of convi£lion had been 


jd of 5 ep 
tcmbcr. 

A new 
parlta- 
mcnU 


devifed during this illegal and unpopular government, 
all its enemies were allured of entire impunity. 

' The protestor had occafion to obfervc the pre¬ 
judices entertained againft his government, by the 
difpo/ision of the parliament, which he fummonett * 
on the tnii^d of September, that day of the year on 
which he gained his two great viftories of Dunbar 
and Worcefter, and w^hich he always regarded as 
fortunate for him. It mull be confefl'ed, that, if 
we are left to gather Cromwel’s intentions from his 
inftrument of government, it is fuch a motley piece, 
that we cannot eafily conjedure, whether he feri- 
oully meant to eflablifli a tyranny or a republic. 
On one hand, a firft magiftrate, in* fo extenfive a 
government, feemed necelfary both for the dignity 
and tranquillity of .the ftate; and the authority, 
which he affumed as projtedor, was, in fome re- 
fpeds, inferior to the prerogatives, which the laws 
entrulled and flill entruft to the king. On the 
other hand, the legiflative power, which he refert^ed 
to himfelf and council, together with fo great an 
army, independent of the parliament, were bad 
progndftics of his intention to fubmit to a civil and 
legal conftitution. But if this were not his intention, 
the method in which he diftributed and condud- 


J 


t 

ed the eledions, being fo favourable to liberty, 
forms an inconfillency which is not eafily accounts 
for. He deprived of thdlf’ right of eledion all the 
fmall boroughs, places the moft expofed to influ¬ 
ence and corruption. Of 400 menders, which re- 
prefentedjEngland, 270 were chofra by the’coun- 
des. The reft were eleded by-London, and the 


more 
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more confiderable corporations. The lower po- c H A p. 
pulacc too, fo eafily guided or deceived, were ex- 
eluded from the eletliions: An eftate of 200 pounds 
value was ncccflary to entitle any one to a vote. 

'rhe ele^lions of this parliament were conduced 
with perfect freedom; and, excepting that fuch of 
the royalifts as had borne arms againft the parlia¬ 
ment and all their fons were excluded, a more fair 
reprefentation of the people could not be defired or • 
expectctl. I’hirty members were returned from 
Sc<*tlaijd; as many from Ireland. 

Ttik protestor feems to have been difappoiiit’eJ^ 

\vh(,ti he found that all thefe precautions, which 
were probably nothing but covers to his ambition, 
had not procured him the confidence of the public. 

'J'houtrh Cromwel’s adminifiration was lefs odious 
to every party than that of any other party, yet 
was it entirely acceptable to none. The royalifts 
had been inftrufted by the king to remain quiet, 
and to cover theuifelves under the appearanae of re¬ 
publicans ; ahd they found in this latter faflion fuch 
inveterate hatred againft the prpteftor, that they 
could not wifh for more zealous adverfaries to his 
authority, it was n.-untained by them, that the 
pretence of liberty and a popular eleftion was but 
a new artifice of this great deceiver, in order to 
lay afleep the deluded nation, and give himfelf lei- 
fure to rivet their chains more fecurely upon them : 
i hat in the inftruraent of government •he openly de¬ 
clared his intention of ftiU retaining the fame mer¬ 
cenary army, by whofe affiftance he had fubdued 
the ancient eftablifhed government, and who would 
with lefs fcruple obey him, in overturning, when¬ 
ever he fhould plcafe to order them, that new^ fyf- 
tem* which he himfelf had been pleafed to mod^: 

That being fenfible of the danger and ujicertainty 
of all military government, he endeavoured to in¬ 
termix fome appearjmee, and but an appearance, »f 
civil adminiftratiou, and to balance the .army by 

a feeming 
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c ir A T’ a fc ming conient of the people : That the abfuni I 
trial, vdiich 1 . liuJ made, of a parliament, elefted by * 
.himfelf appointed perpetually to ele£l their fiiccef- 
fors, plainly proved, that he aimed at nothing but 
temj)orary expedients, was totally averfe to a free 
re|)ubl;' ;'.ii goveriinient, and poircfled not that ma¬ 
ture and deliberaie reflection, which could qualiiy 
him to adl the part of a legiflator: That his im})e- 
. rious character, Avhich had betrayed itfclf in lo 
many incidents^ could never ferioufly fubniit to legal 
limitations j nor wculd the very image of popular 
j^^inment be longer upheld than while conform¬ 
able to his arbitrt^ry will and pleafure : And that the 
beft policy w'as to oblige him to take oiV the mall; 
at once; and eiilier fubmit entirely to that parlia¬ 
ment, which he had fusnmoned, or, by totally reject¬ 
ing its authority, leave Inuifeif no refource but in 
his feditious and enthuflaflic army. 

In profecution of rhefe views, the parliament, 
having,heard the protedor’s fpepch, three hours 
long *, and having chofen Lenthal for tlieir fpeaker, 
immediately entered into a difeuflion of the pre¬ 
tended inftrument of government, and of that au¬ 
thority which Cromweli by the title of protector, 
had aflTumed over the nation. The grditefl: liberty 
Wefs ufed in arraigning this new dignity j and even 
the perfonal charader and condud of Cromwel, 
efcaped not without cenfure. The utmoft that 
could be obtained by the officers and by the court 
party, for fo they were .called, was to protfai^ the 
debate by arguments and long fpeeches, and-^^pfc- 
vent the decifion of a queftion, which, they,^^ere 
fenfiblc, would be carried againft them by a greid 
majority. The protedor, furprifed and enraged at 
this refiadory fpirit in the parliament, which how¬ 
ever he Ijad fo much reafon to exped, fent for 
them to the painted chamber, and with an air of 

f 

• Thurioc, vol. ii. p. 588. 
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rreat authority inveighed agciinfi: tluir c-'-nduc!’. 
iic told them that nothing could be more abhird 
tli.i-i for them to difputc ids title ; lince the lame 
inilrument of government wnieh made theui a ;o.r- 
]:a.:\ei'r, had invclfcd him v/ifh the tirotethorthii); 
th;?; loti'o points in the new ccnolitution were fup- 
jj. U.u to he i'undanientals, and were, not on any 
i'ret( nee to be aha red or diibuted fhat amontr 
ih.le were the governmeru of the natioil by a lingle 
P'^rfon and a j)arh’,une<!f,' dieir joint authority over 
flr/army anci militia, the iueeclhon of new 
meiits, and iioerty of coiilv ience; and that with 
riarard to thefe iMrricnlar.s, there* was referved to 
I’.iin a negative voice, to which, in tlie other 
t it cuinftances of government, he confelTcd binuclf 
no-wile entitled. , 

'hifK protector now found the necellty of exacting 
a heurity which, had he forefeen the I'plrit of the 
l•.^'.u^■e, he would with bettor grace have required at 
their lirft meeting h He obliged the members to 
i;gn a recognition of his autiiority, and an engage¬ 
ment not to propofe or confent U) any alteratiori iji 
the government,«as it was .fettled in a llngle perfon 
and a parliament; and he placed guards at the door 
ot the houfe, who allowed none but fubferibers to 
enter. Moll of the members, after feme hcritatiL'n, 
lubmitted to this condition j but retained the fame 
refraflory fpirit which they had difeovered in their 
firfl; debates. I'he inilrument of government was 
"sken in pieces, and examined, article by article, 
Avith the moll fcrupulous accuracy : Very free topics 
'verc advanced with the general approbation of the 
houfe : And during the whole courfe of their pro- 
‘'cedjngs, they neither fent up one bill to the pro- 
tedor, nor took any notice of. him. Being i?i- 
formed that confpiracies were entered into between 
^he methbers and fome malcontent officersj he ha- 
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CHAP, flened to the diflolution of fo dangeroUvS an afTein-. 

bly. By the inftrunient of government, to which 
,6^,. he had fworn, no parliament could be diflTolved till 

ai(lofj:in. it had fitten five moiithi?; but Cromwcl pretended, 
that a month contained only twenty-eight days, ac¬ 
cording to the method of computation pradifed in 
paying the fleet and army. The full time, there¬ 
fore, according to this reckoning, being elapfed, 
•the parliament was ordered to attend the protedor, 
who made them a tedious, confufed, angry ha- 
tlliilgue, and difmiflcd them. Were we to judge* ©f 
CroniNcePs capacity by this, and indeed by all his 
other compofiiionr, we fliould be apt to entertain 
no very favourable idea of it. But in the great 
variety of human geiiiufes, there are fome whicli, 
though they fee their objed clearly and didindly in 
general, yet, when they come to unfold its pans 
by diicourfe or tvriling, lofe that luminous concej>- 
lion which they had before attained. All account- 
agree in aferibing to Cromwel, a tirefome, dark, 
unintelligible elocution, even when he had no in- 
tendon to difguilij his meaning: Yet no man'-, 
adions were ever, in fuch a vajicty of diflicult 
incidents, more decifive and judicious. 

The eleding of a difcontenied parliament is a 
proof of a difeontented nation : T'he angry and ab¬ 
rupt diflolution of that parliament is always fure to 
incrcafc the general difeontent. The members of 
this aliembly,* returning to their counties, propa¬ 
gated that fpirit of mutiny which they Iv^d exerted 
in the houfe. Sir Harry Vane and the old repub-, 
licans, who maintained the indilfoluble authority of 
the long parliament, encouraged the murmurs 
again 11: the prefent ufuipation; though they aded 
fo* cautiotilly as to give the protedor no handle 
agalnlt them. Wildman and fomc others of that 
party carried ftill farther their confpiracies* againlt 
tile protedor’s authority. I'he-royalifls, obferving^ 
this general ill-will towards the eflablifhment, could 
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no longer be retained in fubjeftion; but fancied 
that every one who was difTatisfied like them, had 
all'o embraced the fame views and inclinations. 
They did not confider that the old parliamentary 
party, though many of them were difpleafed with 
Croniwcl, who had difpofleilld them of their power, 
were /till more apprchenfive of atiy fuccefs to the 
royal caufe; whence, befides a certain profpeft of 
the fame confcquence, they had fo much reafon to 
head the fevcre/l vengeance for their pait tranf- 
:;rcfl’!!>ns. 

In concert with the king a confpiracy was eh^ 
ered into by the royalifts throughqut England, and 
i day of general rifing appointed. Information of 
this defign was conveyed to Cromwel. The pro¬ 
tector’s adminiltration was extremely vigilant. 
Thurloe, his fecretary, had* fpies every where. 
Manning, who had accefs to the king’s femily, kept 
a regular corrcfpondcncc with him. And it was 
not difficult to obtain intelligence of a confederacy, 
io generally diffufed among a party who valued 
themlelves more on zeal and courage, than on fe- 
crefy and fobricty. Many of the royali/ls were 
thrown into prifon. Othefs, on the approach of 
the day, w'ere terrified with the danger of the under¬ 
taking, and remained at home. In one place alone 
the confpiracy broke into aftion. Penruddoc, 
C roves, Jones, and other gentlemen of the we/l, 
entered Salifbury with about 200 horfe*; at the very 
time w'hen the fheriff and judges w'cre holding the 
tiflizes. Tllefe they made prifoners; and they pro¬ 
claimed the kin^. Contrary to their expedarions, 
they received acce/Tion of force; fo prevalent 
was the terror of the e/labliflied government. Hav- 
ijtg in vain w’andered about for fome time, they 
were totally difeouraged; and one troop.c»f horfe 
was able»at lull to fupprefs them. The leaders of 
the confpiracy, beingp taken prifoners, were capitally 
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pnriilhed. The rc ft were fold for Haves, and tranf- 
ported to Barbad' es. 

e.ii', of ih's iniurrection, which, 

by the lx.!.!:-oi the iiiiiierLakir.'.T, ilruck nt firft 
a ,!.';reat ieri\;r liiio the was a fingular Iclicity 

to tile pu.iec'cor ; w i:o c(.u!J not, without dan¬ 
ger. luive Drought t(ig: thcr am coiiliderable body 
of las niiitiuous aiuiy, in order to fupprefs it. 
,T]ie very infuirecliim itfeil he regarded as a fortu¬ 
nate event; fnice it proved die reality of tliofe con- 
ipiracies, which his enemies, on every occafion,* i;c- 
j^fev'fed as mere ficliuns, iiiveuted to colour his 
t\ rauni&l leverities. He relolved to keep no longer 
any terms with the royalilts, who, ihou’h they 
Were not perhaps the moft iiujft.ica.blc of his ene¬ 
mies, were ihofe whom he could ('pprefs under the 
iiioii plaufible pretcuLes, and w'ho met widt Itafl 
countenance and protecllnti fnon his adherents, lie 
ilfued au edict, W'ith die conftnt of his council, for 
exacting the tenth ]ye;iny I'rom that whole party ; in 
order, as he pretended, to make tlicm pay the ex- 
penccs to whicli dieir miitinou.s difpolition conti¬ 
nually expofed the pubiic. ^Vithoul regard to 
compofitions, articles of capitidation, t r aits of in¬ 
demnity, all the royaliils, however harafi'ed w'ith 
former oppr. flions, were (.'bh‘g< d anew to redeem 
ihemfelves by great fums ot money ; and many of 
them were reduced by thefe multiplied di^afters to 
extreme poverty. Whoever was known to be dif- 
afteclcd, or even lay under any fufpicion, though 
no guilt could be proved againlt him, was expofed 
to the new exaction. 

In order to raife this impofitioft, which com¬ 
monly palfcd by the ukun.- of decimation, the pro- 
teidor inllicutcd twelve major-generals ; and divided 
the whole kingdom of Kngland into fo many mili¬ 
tary juri/tlictions g Theft men, alil/tcd by com- 
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iniilioncrs, had power to iel'jeCt whom they ph ah- l 
to decimation, to lew' ail the ia bv tile 

protcclnr and his cosineii, J to imn.ithn any ]''v.r- 
h'.n Vvho fhould be expolhci to their ie.'Ioiily or ivif- 
pit.ivin ; nor w'-ar. there anv ajvpc.d Ircju lln-m bin to 
the protector liimie!: and h;: eonneii. I'^n.’lcr cn- 
lour of thefc ]iow\r.;, wliii-h M'ere* fiiflieiciitly e.\ >r- 
biiunt, the inajor-y:'’Uv.!Mis eve'reifed an a!if!iont\, 
iliil more arbitra'A , and ai.;e.i as il'abrolute ntuhtr.-, 
ol jhe property and j'er.'on nl every i'ul' j', Ch ..Ai] 
reaforiable men now eonciuded, that 
maCcpie ol liberty was ilwown alide, and fiird the 
natimi was for ever fniiieel to tnitir.u’v and (h tp'.- 
lie povernnient, excreiled iiot in the I.aal luanner 

.7 ■ ' 

of Ihiiropcari nations, aoror-lb:;; [o ti'c !ija.\bn,» 
ol'oafiern iviannv. Not on!v ihc iirr/L'in*? 
irate etwed his authority to ih i! il.ree an ! ulurpa- 
lum : lie had parcelled on:lire people info fo many 
iubdivihons of llavcry, and had delej;aied to his 
inferior minilters tho fame unlimited authority 
\^hich he hinifelf had fo violently a'liiinLi.1. 

A (;o\ ERNMi-TJ'f totally militJrv ;snd dcGrofle is 
..Imolt fare, alter Ibmc tm/c, to 1 dl into impoienee 
and languor : But when it immediately lucceeds a 
legal conftitution, it may, at {irJt, to foreign na¬ 
tions, appear very vigorous and ioftivc, and mav 
exert with more unanimity that power* fpirit, and 
riches, which had bee*n acquired usult-r a berter 
Ibrm. It feems now proper, after fo long an in¬ 
terval, to look abroad to the general flatc of Eu- 
'rope, and to confider the ineafurcs wiiich h'.ngland 
at this time embraced in its negoti itions with the 
neighbouring princes. The moderate temper and 
unw^rlike genius of the two laft princes, the ex¬ 
treme difficulties under vvhich they laboured ’‘at 
home, iuid thfe great fecurity which they enjovetl 
from foreign enemies, had rendered them iiegligeat 
of the tranfadlions on the continent; and^Kngland, 
during their reigns, had been In- a manner over¬ 
looked in the general fyllem of Eurdi^e. The bold 
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CHAP, and reftlefs genius of the proteclor led him to ex- 
tend his alliances and enterprlfes to every part of 
,6jj. Chriftendom ; and partly from the afeendant of his 
magnanimous fpirit, panly from the fituation of fo¬ 
reign kingdoms, the weight of England, even 
under its moll legal and bravcil princes, was never 
more fcnfibly felt than during this unjufl: and violent 
ufurpation. 

* A WAR of thirty years, the moft fignal and mofl: 
deftruclive that had appeared in modern annals, 
aaas, at lad fiuilhed In Germany and by the treaty 
of W^dphalia, were compofed thole fatal quarrels 
which had been oxcited by the palatine’s precipitate 
acceptance of the crown of Bohemia. '1 he young 
palatine was redored to part of his dignities and of 
his dominions ^ The rights, privileges, and au¬ 
thority, of the feveral members of the Germanic 
body were fixed and afeertained : Sovereign princes 
and free dates weic in fome degree reduced to obe¬ 
dience under laws: And by the valour of the heroic 
Gudavus, the enterprlfes ol the adive Richelieu, 
tiu: intrigues of the artlul Mazarine, was in part 
cfi'ccled, alter an infinjte expence of blood and 
treafure, what had been loudly expeded and loudly 
demanded irom the leeble eflorts of the pacific 
James, ficomded by the fcancy 1 applies of his jea¬ 
lous parliat«e;'its. 

Swi;i)HN, which had acquired by conqued large 
dominions in* the n>',rth of Germany, was engaged 
in enterprlfes which promifed her, from .her fuccefs 
and valour, fii’l more extenfive acquifitiens on the- 
fide both of Poland and of Denmark. Charles X. 
who had mounted the throne ol that kinixdom after 
the voluntary refignation of Chridina, being d/mii- 
Itstcd by the fame of Gudavus as well as by his 
own mariial difpofition, carried his conquering 

/ Tn 

« This jn-iuce, diirmjithe civilwarf^jhad^much neglfdttd his luidc* 
arid p?iyccl tvnirt to the p.Tiliajr.cnt: tlr acrcplcd oi’ a pciilioii of 
R'-'ooi a year from them, and touL a place in their alVcmbly ol 
divines. t 
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arms to tlie fouth of the Baltic, and gained the CHAP, 
celebrated battle ol Warfaw, which had been ob- . 


innately tiifputcd during the fpacc of ih.rce days. 
The proteclor, at the time his alliance was courted 
by every power in ITiropc, anxioully courted the 
alliance of tovedeu ; and he was lond of forming a 
confederacy with a proteflant power of fuch renown, 
even thougli it threatened the whole north with 
coricuieft and fn’oieciion. • 

4. .1 

'i'lrr. tranfaffions of the parliament and protedor 
vuli France had been varioun and complicated, 
'f !ie cnilllaries oi Fichclieu had lurniflicd fu^ to the 
iiarne of rebeliion, when it lirif out in Scot- 

icirid; but after the conflagration had diH'urcd'itfelf, 
the French court, obrevving the materials to be of 
themfclves lulhcicmtlv comhuftiblc, found it imne- 
C(„Hary any longer to animate the Briiilh tnalcon- 
leiils to an oppofilion of their fovereign. On the 
contrary, they offered their mediation for compofing 
thefe intei'line viifordcrs; and their ambaiTadors, 
from decency, metended to afl; in concert with the 
court of England, and to rcceitje dircdlions from a 
prince with whom their mafter was connected with 
fo near an afllnity. Meanwhile, Richelieu died, 
and loon after him the French king, Louis Xlll. 
leaving his fon an infant four years old, and his wi¬ 
dow, Anne of Auflria, regent of the kingdom. 
Cardinal Mazarine fucceeded Richelieu in the mini- 
flry ; and the fame general plan of Jtolicy, though 
by men of fuch oppolite charaCfcrs, was (till con- 
tiuucvl in the Frencli counfels. The ellablilhinent 
t;f royal authority, the reduction of the Auftriau 
family, were purfued with ardour and fuccefs *, and 
evg-y year brought an acceflioii of force and gran¬ 
deur to t’uc French monarchy. Not only battles 
were won, towns and fortrefles taken;, the genius 
too of'tiie nation feemed gradually to improve, and 
to compofo itfclf to the fpirit of dutiful obedience 
«fud of {le;idy enterprife. A Condc, » Turenne, 
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’• v'cre formed ; and the irnojis, animated by their 
vaknir, and j^ua.id by their dilVIpliiie. acquired 
every clay a (neater afeendant cner the SpaiiiaidF, 
All ol a iiKlueii. from :-.)inc intri^inis of tlic court, 
anci lome diieonieiit.s in the courts of judicature, 
iuteftiue (inunu'tious Av^rc exeiied, and every thinj.^ 
reiapled iutoc nfulion, liur ihde rt^bcllions of the 
T'rce.el), neither ennobled by th.e ipirit ot liberty, 
X'CY di'^raced by tlio lanaticai ex'.ri.vaaance which 

t'lc Brltifii civil \v:us, vvcrc coiiuudoJ 
x,w:\ iitrlc bli);>'L'‘ui!, udA n.iulo l.tif a .'uiaII unpr'Ii- 
i'lUTi) onjhc iiii'hlb: ^1 i]ic 'Ti fVcoiulcd 

• * I • ' * *' 

by liie le.fet ol biian!, aial conducieJ t.'V the nriricc 
o! Ln^i'Klj, liie (ii-ir ■.men's, in a Irnie imu, ware 
cib cr exu'died or h.iiduod : „nd lie, ! rencli juotia;- 
cLv, hav;;:;;- ich a lev/ oi it-, c,-.lbs, icturiied 
Y ith vi: our to life acouiuii m ui new domi- 

'ijii: queen of IZr.^^hnd ;uul ])cr foil, Charles, 
durhii; tiicic cc.uiin /d-'iKS palVod mad ol' ihcir time 
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y:.o;’(-n :.d Ih."; 1 n; it fo ill payed, and 

1 . , cicdit i.n io 'o ■, tleu, one ujtirninj-^, wlicn the 
c..:;'..l’a!! de b'e*;' v.ailed ou her, ll-e itu’oriueti him 
■ tl-.e her dau'/tiler, tiic prlncef. Ileriiidta, was*, 
o'e’i'.'cd to iiv abc!b foi want of a lire to warsu Inn'. 
T'o iuch accuuliti^ui was reduced, in the inulii ol 
f-'aris, a queen of Kngland, and daughter or 
Henry IV. oi ]Vance! 

'I n Knnli!,’i pa; iiainent, how'cvcr, having atTutiun 
the of the hate, refcntcd the ctutnto 

nance, cold a;: it v.as, v/hicdi the lErcnch court gave 
to the unlo.rtunaic monarch. On pretcn.ee of inje- 
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v’.cs, (n v/ii’ch iht mi rchnnts complained, CHAP, 

rhev i.iued KtM;, oi rcj);iipou the French ; ;md 
i>iakc wc.nt I0 iar as lo a’laci; and feizc a whole 
\]ua<-lro)i 01 Ihij).', which were carryinj;' I'l'pp'ics to 
D.r'.aiik, thcii K.’io'ciy heilc'L^ed by the iSnivniards. 

'i hat town, illtappointeJ ot theie lupplics, feh into 
. liaiiiia of tJie. eiicniy. The b'rench ininifters toon 
■oiiiid it luccibuy to ciia!yj;e their iticarurcs. '^J’l’.ey 
;;e tu d diaries with fuch atil.La! iiuliirerence, that 
, t’l >up-ht it mored,-con! lo withdraw, aiv.l jircvent 
ne^iUvii'idiv ol l;<:ina d* i'-red to leave tiic hi!)"-dnm 
•;>. Went liiiL to Fjviw, (hi.i)i:e he retirednfi Co- 
'"■p'.c ; v/h'.ia- he li\ed two year:* on a hiTall pen- 
i n, ai.'ont no’ ■' j’onn !'^ e, v:.\r, jiaved him bv the 
cc.i.r; ol Jdance, an-d mi I'onie eon'rilnitious lent 
him liy hi;, I’ieo.is in liiyflviyd. In the manaj^c- 
nunr oi Ins Imuily, he ^lilcovered a ui*|'i'li<''-'n 10 

• rvk;r .uid ozeouomy ; and his temper, cheeria), 
aielci.s, and ior.labic, was more than a Itdlicieni 

- nmjicniation fornlnU cmi^ire, of wdricli his enemies 
•\;J bereaved hioi. Sir l.dward Vlyilc, created lord 
(Iianeello), and the marquis of Ormond, were his 

• hi.'t friends and co.-.!it!< nt;q 

li' the b'rench miniitry had tlioiigbr it prudent 
o bend under tlie Ln^lifli parliament, they deemed 
n ilill more nccclfarv to pay deference to the pro- 
tulor, when he affumed the reins of government. 
Cardinal Mazarine, by whom all the councils ot 
’• i-ance were directed, was artful and vigilant, flip- 
p'e and patipnt, ialfe and imtiguing ; dehrous rather 
to prevail by dexteiity than violence, and. placing 
Ids honour more in tiie final fiicccis of his mcafiires 
dian in the fplendour and magnanimity oi' the means 
which he emplnvcd, Cromwel, by his imperious 
charader, rather than by the advantage of his filii- 
ation, acquired an ai’etndant over this man ; and 
every pi’opoliil made by the protceVor, however 
uureafoiuiblc in itfeif, and urged with wliatcvel 

llilbiencc. 
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hap. infolence, net with a ready conpliance from the 
LXI- • politic and timid cardinal. Eourdeaux was lent over 
to England as minh'ier; and all circumllauces of 
refpect weie paid to iha caring tifurpcr, who had 
imbrued Iiis hands in the bh^od oi his i'n cieig.ij 
a prince fo nearly rclateil to the royal lamiiy or 
France. With indefatigable paliencc did Bourdeaiix 
co:id'a£l this negotiation, which Cionwel ieenud 
entirely to neglect ^ and though privateers, wnn 
jhiglilh commilhons, committed daily 
T5n the French commerce, Mazarine w'as content, In 
hopes oi a fortunate iflue. Hill to fubniit to thefe in¬ 
dignities h * 

The court of Spain, lefs conneacd w-ith the un¬ 
fortunate royal family, and reduced to greater dil- 
trefs than the French ^nonarchy, had been ftill more 
forward in her advances to the prnfperous parlia¬ 
ment and protector. Don Alonzo de C.aidcnas, the 
Spanifli envoy, was the fu ll public minilter, \vh(> 
recognized the authority of the new republic ; ann 
in return for this civility, Afcham w^is lent en\oy 
into Spain by the “parliament. No fooner Ind this 
minifler arrived in Madrid, than fomc of tlic ba- 
nifhed royalifts, inllamed by that inveterate hatred 
which animated the l.ngliih factions, broke into 
his chamber, and murdered Inm together with his 
fccretary. Immediately they took lancluary in ti’.e 
churches; a ,:1, afltited by tin* general favour, \vhii..h 
every where attended the royal caufe, were enabled, 
inoli of them, to make llteir efcape. Only one of 
tite ciiminu!. Juifered death; and the parliament 
ieeiT'.eti to reft fatisfied with this atonement. 

Si-AiN, at this time, aflailcd every where by vi¬ 
gorous enemies from without, and labouring iv.idcr 

f Tlmrlo"’, vo’. iii. p. to^ C19. Tn the troUy. which wa, 

figiie'.l a-lcr lontJ iic^oil.-itioii, the proieetdr's ii.iinc wiMtneit hy 

fdre the I'rencli king's in that cojy wl^<-h run...mil 111 hiighnn • 

Thuvloe, vgl. vi. p. 116. See mi tlier, \ol. vii- !>• Uli. 
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many internal diforders, retained nothing of her 
former grandeur, except the haughty pride of her 
counlels, and the hatred and jealoufy of her neigh¬ 
bours. Portugal had rebelled, and eftablifltcd her 
monarchy in the houfe of Braganza: Catalonia, 
complaining of violated privileges, had revolted to 
France : Naples was fltaken with popular convul- 
lions: The Low Countries were invaded with fu- 
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pcrior forces, and feemed ready to change their' 
mailer: The Spanilh infantry, anciently fo formi- 
daSie, liad bten annihilated by Conde in the fields 
of Roci, / : And though the fame prince, Linifhed 
I'laiice, n Rained, by his adivity, and valour, the 
i.illing fortunes of Spain, he could only hope to 
protrad, not prevent, the ruin w'ith which that mo¬ 
narchy was viiibly threatened.. 

Had Cromwel undcrRood and regarded the in- 
tcreRs of his country, he woulil have fujiported the 
declining condition of Spain againft the dangerous 
ambition of France, and preferved that balance of 
power, on which the greatnefs and fccurity of Eng¬ 
land fo much depend. Had he ftudied only his 
own interefts, he would l^ave maintained an exad 


neutrality between thofe great monarchies; nor 
would he have hazarded his ill-acquired and unfet- 
tltd power, by provoking foreign enemies, who 
might lend alTiftance to domeftic fadion, and over¬ 
turn his tottering throne. But his magnanimity 
undervalued danger: His adive ditpofition, and 
avidity of.cxtenlive glory, made him incapable of 
•ri,‘pofe; And as the policy of men is continually 
w arped by their temper, no fooner was peace made 
\uth Holland, than he began to deliberate what new 
eneijiy he Ihould invade with his vieforious arms. 

TttE exteiifive empire and yet extreme weaknefs Waywitli 
of Spain in the Well Indies ; the vigorous courage ^ 
and great naval power of Fhigland; were circum- 
Rances, which, whbn compared, excited the ambi- 
lioii of the cnterprifmg protedop, and made him 

hope 
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i. H A r. hop..' that he niighr, by feme jrainful conqueR, 
j.xi render for ever illufhious that dominion which he 

had alTumcd over his country. Should he fail of 
tlu le durable acqui'itions, tin: Indian rrcafures, 
which mult every year crtjfs the ocean to reach 
Spain, were, he th>reght, a fure prey to the Eng. 
lilh navy, and would fupport his military force, 
wuliout his laving new Lurthens on the difeontentecl 

I ^ * 

people. From Kraru ''’ a vigorous rcfiUancc mull 
be expected: No plunder, no conqueits could.,be 
hoped lor : 'fi;e I'rogre''.-: of his arm'^, even if at- 
teudeu’*\\ ith lucc-ch:, mult there be llow and gra- 
ciuap: And the dd\ a'n.'gcs acquiicd, intw ever real, 
would be lei's itiiLing to the mulii'ude, whom it 
was his inierclt t.) ailure. The rt'val family, fo 
clol'cly ennneetc 1 wlib (he I'reneh monarch, might 
receive great aifiibmce Ircm that neighbouring 
kingdom; and an army of ITcnch protellants, 
janded in Engi.md, would be able, he dreaded, to 
unite the molt eppofite factions agviiull the prefent 
ufurpation >. 

motives bf policy were probably feconded 
by his bigoted prcjud.cas ; as r.o lumuin mind ever 
contained fo Itrange a mixture of fagacity and ab- 
furdity as that of this extraordinary perfonage. The 
SwediHi alliance, though much cmitrary to the in- 
terells oi I'lnglarid, he had conirae’e.i, merely from 
his zeal for ^proteltatitiun and Sacdeii being 
clofely connected wiiii France, he c;>ui i not hope 
to maintain that Cf'nfeJeracy, in he fo much 

prided hMufeli, Ihould a rupture ud'r.e between 
England and lallei kinedomd'hc i Uigonots, 
he expeded, would meet witii bc!tv.r treatment, 

s 

J Scb- th'd :rit of llic j;f. c/iialloii v>!th .iiul Spain, by 

Tblll It:d3 \ *. ]. r y). 

^ H-* j rt ''Mbi* u* Sv.lcI'-T :: nrral "*..0 ncy ofall 

i]:L piGt: t Vil.tibul-G, p. 6;o- btiiuRN vti. \ii. p. !• 

<'i\K r t' thf ^ by liK'b in - ^>i f'yn po- 

i'luo 1 -• . »f,A.T,^)(, vNtl.iv, p. i; 5 - j v,i, p i74- 

i 1 I . 1 ' G , ■ i. p. y-ij, 1 Mrt 
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while he engaged in a clofe union with rlidr fove- ^ 
reign And as the Spaniards were much more 
pa[)ihs than the French, were much more expol'ed 1655. 
U) the old puritanical hatred *, and had even erccied 
the bloody tribunal of the inquiiition, whole rig<H!rs 
they had rclured to mitigate on Cromwel’s folicit- 
ation™; he hoped that a holy and meritorious war 
\\ith fuch idolaters could not lail ol protei!:lit)u from 
■heavenA jweachcr likcwife, infpired, as was • 
fuppofed, by a prophetic fpirit, bid him >^o and 
pr^ 4 'per ; calling him a Jlonc tul out of ihc luoniJalns 
ifiil.’iout hanJsj that ivould break the pr'idc^^tf ihe 
Spaniaref crijb .InlichriJ}, ajul make wav for the 
purity <f the Co/pil over the whole world ". 

Ac tua i co equally bv thele bigoted, thefe ani- 
bkious, and thele imereded motives, the jiroteelor 
eqtiipped two conliderable fqdlidrons * and while he 
was making thole preparations, the ncighbouilng 
Hates, ignorant of his itttentions, remained in iui” 
pence, and looked wuth anxious expechulon on what 
hue the llorm lliould difeharge itfclf. One of liiele 
Iquadrons, confdling of thirty capital fliips, was 
fent into the Mediterranean under 131 ake, whole 


fame was now fpread oviir Europe. No F.nglifh 
fleet, except during the Crufades, had ever before 
failed in thofe feas ; and from one extremity to the 
other, there was no naval force, Chrifliau or Ma¬ 
hometan, able to refill them. The Roman pontiiF, 
w'hofc wcaknefs and whofe pride equally provoke 
attacks, dreaded invafion from a pow^cr which pro- 
fefl'ed the inofl inveterate enmity againfl him, and 
Vhich fo little regulated its movements by the ufual 
motives of interell and prudence. 131 ake, caRing 
anchor before Leghorn, demanded and obtained 


^ Thurloc, vol. 1. p. 759. * 111. ibid. 

Id. ibid. Doll Alonzo fa'id, that the tndiau trade and the inqui- 
iitiou were his maflcr’s tw'o eyeSj and the protc^llor iuiiUcd upon tl»c 
putting out both ot them at once. 

* CuTiugion, p, 191, •'Bate*. 

from- 
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CHAP, from che duke of Tufcany reparation for feme lofles 
which the Eiiglifh commerce had formerly fuftained 

'^^55^ from him. He next lailcd to Algiers, and com¬ 
pelled the dey to make peace, and to reftrain his 
piratical fubjeds from farther violences on the 
Englifli. He prefented himfelf before Tunis ; and 
having there made the fame demands, the dey of 
that republic bade him look to the caftlcs of Porto 
.Farino and Goletta, and do his utinoft. Blake 
needed not to be roufed by fuch a bravado: He 
drew his Ihips clofe up to the caftles, and tore them 
in pieops with his artillery. He fent a numerous 
detachment of failors in their long-boats into the 
harbour, and burned every fhip which lay there. 
This bold adion, which Its very temerity, perhaps, 
rendered fafe, was executed with little lofs, and 
filled all that part of the world with the renown of 
Englifli valour. 

Jamaica The Other fquadron was not equally fuccefsful, 

tjiuiucr- jj. commanded by Pen, and carried on board 
4000 men, under the command of Venables. About 
5000 more joined^ them from Barbadoes and St. 
Chriftopher’s. Both thefe oflicers were inclined to 
the king’s fervice p ; and' it is pretended that Crom- 
wel was obliged to hurry the foldicrs on board, in 
order to prevent the execution of a confpiracy which 
had been formed among them, in favour of the 
exiled family''. The ill fuccefs of this enterprife 
may juftly be’afcribed, as much to the injudicious 
fchemes of the protedor, who planned it, as to 
the bad execution of the officers, by whom it was 
conduced. The foldiers were the refufe of the 
whole army: The forces, inlifled in the Weft 
Indies, were the moft profligate of mankind: Pen 
ar \4 Venables were of incompatible tempers: The 
troops were not furniflied with anns fit for fuch an 
expedition: Their provifions were defeftive both 


r Clarendon. 


4 Vita D. Berwld, p.iS4. 
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in quantity and quality: All hopes of pillage, the C l\ 
belt incentive to valour among fuch men, were 
refufed the foldiers and feamen: No directions or 
intelligence were given to conduct the officers in 
:l)eir eiitcrprife: And at the fame time they were 
fied down to follow the advice of commiffioners 
who difconcerted them in all their projects ^ 

I'l was agreed by the admiral and general to at- April 15. 
’•?mpt St. Domingo, the only place ot ftrength in , 
the iiland of Hifpaniola. On the approach of the 
LngJifli, the Spaniards in a fright deferteJ their 
iioulcs, and fled into the woods. Contrary to the 
'.pinion ot Venables, the foldiers were difembarked 
without guides ten leagues diiiant*from the town# 

They wandered four days through the woods with- 
•jut provilions, and, what was hill more intolerable 
in that fultry climate, without water. The Spa- 
inards recovered fpirit, and attacked them. T he 
i.iigliffi difeouraged with the bad couduCt of their 
orticers, and fcarcely alive from hunger, third:, and 
fatigue, were unable to refift. An inconfiderable 
number of the enemy put the whole army to rout, 
killed 600 of them, and chafed the reft on board 

their veflels. * 

The Engliffi commanders, in order to atone as 
much as poffible for this unprofperous attempt, 
bent their courfe to Jamaica, which was furrcii- 
dered to them without a blow. Pen and Venables 
teturned to England, and were both of them fent 
to the Tower by the proteftor, who, though com- 
‘uonly maftelr of his fiery temper, was thrown into 
a violent paffion at this difappoiittment. lie had 
made a conquell of greater importance than he was 
hiinfelf at that time aware of; yet was it much infe¬ 
rior t(3 the vaft projects which he had formed. II(^ 
gave orders, however, to fupport it by men and 
Jnoney; gmd that ifland has ever fince remained in 

' Riircliet’s Nav.ll Hiftory. See alfo Carte’* Colleiflion, vol ii. 

!'• 4 <>. 47. Tburloe, vol. iii. p. 505. 
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the hands thcIhis^Uni; the chief arquifition whiil? 
they ov.e to the eiuerpiiiiiig I'piiit of CYoinwt). 

As foim as liic iicms of this cxj-cditiott, wliic!, 
was an unwarrantable violation of treaty, arrived in 
Euio]3c, the Spaniaids dtdaied war agaiiiit Kiii; 
land, -and ieized all the ihips and i^c/ods oflhie'dh 
inerei ants, of which they euidJ inei\e thcini'eives 
iiuhlers. 'I'hc coniincrce wili- Spain I'o j)iolil:il!lc 
to the I'.nglilh, was ciitchF; and near i . o vcifel.d 
it is cotr.j uled % fell in uiewyeavs int(. tnc hand;. 
«.)f the eneni). Blake, to whom Yl-nitaguc Vu> 
now -^ined in coinnniiid, alter rtc.-iAing r.ew 0- 
^er;-, prLpared ,hinni.;f ior hodilities agaiuft tlie 
Spaidardh. 

Siiv. I RAi. fea oniccrs, having entertained fcru])ies 
of confcience witli regard to thcjalliac of the Spa- 
nifli war, threw up their Cvniiniilfions, and letiivd 
No eointnands, tie y thought, ol their fiiperiors 
could jultiry a war, which was contrary to the prin¬ 
ciples of natural equity, and which the civil ma* 
giilrate had no right to order. Individuals, they 
, maintained, in rtjhgning to the public their natural 
liberty, could bellow on it only what they them- 
felves were poifelled of, a right oi [jcrlbrming law¬ 
ful adions, and could inveli it with no authority 
of commatiding what is contrary to the decrees oi 
heaven. Such maxims, though they feom reafeu- 
able, arc perhaps too perfect for human nature; 
and muff be regarded as one ciTccf, though of the 
moll; innocent and even honourable kind, of that 
fpirit, partly fanatical, partly republican, which pre.- 
Uominated in England. 

Buake lay fonie time off Cadiz, in •expedation 
of intercepting the plate fleet, but was at lafl ob- 
kged, for w'ant of water, to make fail towards Por¬ 
tugal. Captain Stayner, w’hom lie had left on the 
coalt with a fquadron of feveu vefl'els,»came in 

» Thiirl/ic, vol. iv, p, 135. World's Miflakc in Oliver Cromwcl, 
in the Ilai'l. MtfecK VolJ. * Thurloc, voi. iy, p 570- 5S9. 
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figlit of the galleons, and immediately fet fail to CHAP/ 
oarlue them. The Spanifli admiral ran his flrip 
arnore: Two others followed his example: The 
i’.nglifh took two (hips valued at near two millions Septcmb. 
of pieces of eight. Two galleons were fet on fire; 
and the marquis of Badajox, viceroy of Peru, 
with his wife and his daughter, betrothed to the 
\oung duke of Medina Ceii, were dclhroycd in 
them. The marquis himfelf might have efca’ped; 

Init feeing thefe unfortunate women, allonilhcd with 
the* danger, fall in a fwoon, and pcrifli in the 
iKunes, he rather chofc to die with them, than drag 
«iLif a life embittered with the remembrance'of fucli 
difmal fcenes“. When the treafurcs gained by this 
cntcrprife arrived at Portfmouih, the protestor, 
from a fpirit of ortentation, prdered them to be 
•ranfported by land to London. 

The next aftion againft the Spaniards was more 
honovirable, though lefs profitable to the nation, 
lllake having heard that a Spanifli fleet of fixteen 
Jiips,1 much richer than the former, had taken 
diellcr in the Canaries, immediately made fill to¬ 
wards them. He found thepi in the bay of Santa 
<.’ruz, difpofed in a formidable poflure. The bay 
was fecured with a llrong caftlc, well provided with 
camion, befides feven forts in feveral parts of it, 
all united by a line of communication, manned 
with mufqueteers. Don Diego Diaque§, the Spa- 
nifli admiral, ordered all his fmaller veifels to moor 
clufc to the ,fliore, and polled the larger galleons 
hirther OS', at anchor, with their broadfides to the 
ica. 

Blake was rather animated than daunted with 
this an pearance. The wind feconded his courage, 
and blowing full into the bay, in a moment brought* 
him among the thickell of his enemies. ’Alter a 
refinance* of four hours, the Spaniards yielded to^ 


Englifn 


VoL. VII. 


“ Tliurloc, vol.'v. p, 435. 
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C IIA P. Englilh valour, and abandoned their fliips, which 
, were fet on fire, and confurned w'ith all their trea- 
1656. fure. The greateft danger ftill remained to the Eng- 
llfli. They lay under the fire of the caftles and 
all the forts, which mufl in a little time have torn 
them in pieces. But the wind luddenly fliifling, 
carried them out of the baj ; where they leJt the 
Spaniards in aftonifhnient at the happy temerity ot 
' their audacious viclors. 

Anddf.-itii I’lfis was the tall and greatcR ailion of the gal- 

Blake. 11 c was conlumcd with a droply dlid 
fcurv}'> and hallcned home, tltat he might yield up 
his breath in hir tialive country, which he had fo 
much adorned by bis valour. As he came within 
fioht ol laiiil lu; e\-i»ircd"’. Never man fo 7-ealou.s 
for a faclion was jn nmeit re!pc(?led and ellccraed 
even by the oppolitc fadioas. lie was by principle 
an inflexit !e repubiican ; and the late ul'urpations, 
amidft ail the truR and carcUcs which he received 
from the ruling powers, were thought to be very 
little grateful to itim. It is /till our duty^ he faid to 
the fcanien, to figlit for our country, into what hands 
feever the govern,‘Kent t?iuy fail. Difinlerefied, ge¬ 
nerous, liberal; ambitious only of true glory, 
dreadful only to his avowed enemies; he forms one 
ot the moll perfeO: charatlers of the age, and the 
lealt ftained with thofe errors and violences which 
were then fo predominant. The proteftor ordered 
liirn a pompous funeral at the public charge : But 
the tears of his countrymen we»e the mpft honour- 
aide panegyric on his memory. 

'i Hi; conduct of the protedlor in foreign affairs, 
though imprudent and impolitic, was full of vigour 
and eiiterprife, and dr?w a confideration to his 
country, which, fince the reign of Elizabeth, it 
feemed to have totally lolfc. The great mind of this 
fuccefsful ufurper was intent on fpreading the re¬ 
nown of the Englifh nation ; ^and while he ftruck 

* * joth of April ificy. 
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-..'.ankind wirh aflonlfliinent at his extraordinary for- CHAP, 
tunc, he feemed to ennoble, inltead of debafmg, that 
TK;ople whom he had reduced to fubjedion. It was '”1656^ * 
l;is b jaft, that he would render tlie name of an 
I'.neliliunan as much feared and revered as ever was 

t ' 

iiiat of a Roman; and as his countrymen found 
) anc* reality in thefe pretenfions, their national va¬ 
nity being gratified, made them bear with more pa¬ 
tience all the indignities and calamities under which 
thev laboured. 

r*' inuiL alfo be acknowledged, that the protestor, Domeflic 
'(1 his civil and domeitic admiifilhation, difidaycd of 

; t great regard both to jufiice and clemency, as his Croinwd. 
tifutped authority, derived from no law, and founded 
only on the Iword, could poflihly permit. All the 
thiel offices in the courts of judicature were filled 
with men of integrity; Amidft the virulence of 
laclion, the decrees of the judges were upright and 
impartial: And to every man but himfelf, and to 
lumfclf’, except W'here neceflity required the con¬ 
trary, the law was the great rule of condudt and be- 
I’.aviour. Vane and Lilburn, vvhofe credit wdth the 
republicans and levellers he dreaded, were indeed 
Ibme time confined to ptifon: Cony, who re- 
fufed to pay illegal taxes, was obliged by menaces 
to depart from his obflinacy : High courts of juf- 
t!ee were credled to try thole who had engaged irv 
< onfpiracies and infurreclions againfl the protestor’s 
:mthority, and whom he could not fafely* commit to 
the verdift of juries. ] 5 ut thefe irregularities were 
deemed inev'itable confcquenccs of his illegal au- 
tiinrity. And though often urged by his officers, 
as is pretended % to attempt a general mafiacre of 
the royalifts, he always with horror rejeded fuch 
languiiiary counfels. . ^ 

In the army was laid the foie bafis of the pro- 
tedor’s ppwer j and in managing it confiifed the 


^ Cbrcndfm, Lifr of Dr, Berwick, Sic, 
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chief art and delicacy of his government. The fol- 
diers were held in exa£t difeipline ; a policy which 
both accuflomed them to obedience, and made 
them lei's hateful and burtheiifcmc to the people. 
He augmented their pay ; though the public ne- 
cefiities Jbiitetimes obliged him to run in arrears to 
them. I'hcir interefts, they were feiifible, were 
cloftJy connedfed with thofe of their general and 
protedlor. And he entirely commanded their afl'ec- 
tionate regard, by his abilities and fuccefs in almoll; 
every enterprife which he had hitherto undertaken. 
But all military government is precarious j much 
more where it Hands in oppofition to civil eftablilh- 
ments ; and Hill* more where it encounters religious 
prejudices. By the wild fanaticifm which he had 
nouriflied in the foldiers, he had feduced them into 
incal'ures, for whicli*, if openly propofed to them, 
they w'ovild have entertained the vttmoll averfion. 
But this fame fpirit rendered thent more difficult to 
be governed, and made their caprices terrible even 
to that hand which direided their movements. So 
often taught, that the office of king was an ufurpa- 
tion upon Chrift/ they were apt to fufpeft a pro- 
tcQor not to be altogether compatible with that 
divine authority. Harrifon, though raifed to the 
highefl dignity, and pofTefled of Ciomwel’s confi¬ 
dence, became his mofl inveterate enemy as foon as 
the authority of a Angle perfon was eftablifhed, 
againft; which that ufurper had always made fuch 
violent proteflations. ,Overton, Rich, Okey, of¬ 
ficers of rank in the army, "were actuated with like 
principles, and Cromwel was obliged to deprive 
them of their commiflions. Their influence, which 
was before thought unbounded among the troops, 
feemed from, that moment to be totally annihi¬ 
lated. 

The more efTcclually to curb the enthufjaflic and 
.feditious fpirit of the troops, Cromwel eftablifhed ^ 
kind of^militia in the feveral counties. Companies 
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of infantry and cavalry were inlifted under proper CHAP, 
officers, regular pay diltribured among them, and a 
refource by that means provided both againll the 'TisjTT^ 
infurredlions of the royalilts, and mutiny of the 
army. 

Rkligion can never be tleemed a point of final! 
conlequence in civil government: But during this 
period, it may be regarded as the great fpring of 
men's actions and determinations. Though tranf- • 
ported, himfelf, with the moft frantic whimfies, 

Crtfniwel had adopted a fcheme for regulating this 
principle in others, which was fagacious and poli¬ 
tical. Being refolved to maintain a pational church, 
yet determined neither to admit epifcopacy nor 
preibytery. he eltabJi/hed a number of commiffion- 
ers, under the name of ir-yers, partly laymen, partly 
ccclefiaftics, fome prelbytcriansj fome independent.s. 

Thefe prefen ted to all livings, which were formerly 
in the gift of the crown ; they examined and ad¬ 
mitted Inch perfons as received holy order.s; and 
they infpedted the lives, doftrine, and behaviour 
ol' the clergy. Inltead of fupporting that union 
between learning and theology, which has fo long 
been attempted in Europe, thefe tryers embraced 
the latter principle in its full purity, and made it 
the foie objedl: of their examination. The candi¬ 
dates were no more perplexed wdth queltions con¬ 
cerning their progrefs in Greek and Roman erudi¬ 
tion ; concerning their talent for profa*ne arts and 
I'ciences: I'he chief object, of ferutiny regarded 
their advances in grace, and fixing the critical mo¬ 
ment of their converfion. 

With the pretended faints of all denominations 
Cromwel was familiar and eafy. Laying afide the 
flate 6f protector, which, jan other occafions, hcv 
well knew how to maintain, he infmuaced to them, 
that nothing but ncceffity could ever oblige him to 
invell himfclf with it. He talked Ipiritually to* 

;hem ; he fighed, he weeped, he canted, he^iravcd. 

S3 • . 'H. 
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CHAP. lie even entered with them into an emulativnn ot 
gh )fl]y gifts ; au'l tliefe men, inilcad of grieving to 
be CiUtilor.e in their own way, were proud tluit his 
highnef-., by his pri.nccly ex.nnple, had dignified 
th I-lie j-raefiec ’ ui whieh they theniLlvcs were daily 

ociHijJicd -. 

Ii' Crninv/el in'ghf he iai.’i lo adhcic; to any par- 
tierdar b-vm of religio:!. lhry,. , , c the indejicndents 
wiu) I't old ehieny boaR oi h:.s iavoui ; an I it may 
bc anii mcd, tliat i'ueh paflor^ of ti:at i'ett, .'.s were 
not p.)iilonalel^ addlLLi:d to civil liberty, wirecall 
of tl'om dcvoicd to idin. 

'J'lrj; pieil.>yierian eie'/gy al.’;, fivcd from llio 
rav'.rf s e.f the annhaptidi, am.! laddt n.-.i ians, and en- 
i v'ng their c'iai.diiijnienls toid 'were not 

nvfjii.* tv> liis iM)V(jrn:ncnt ; ih()u*,»}i he {till enrur- 

tained a great jealouly of that ambitious and rdllefs 
fpiilc iiy wlileh they were actuated. lie granted 
an u.nljounded iil;erty of omleience to all but eaiho- 
lies an.i prelatill.s ; and by that means he both at¬ 
tached the wild Icdaries to his perfon, and eiiiplov- 
cd them in curbing the domiiteering fpirit etf tlte 
prehp (erian.s. “1 am the only man,” lie v\as olttn 
heanl to fay, “ who has known how to i'ubdue that 
“ jrifolent feci, which can {'ufrer none but itlelf.” 

'I'ltK proteliant zeal wdtich pofteireel the prelby- 
fesians and independents, was highly gratified by 
the haughty manner in which the prottclor lo 
fuccersiully Supported the periecuted proteflants 
ihroughout all Europe. Even the duke of Savoy, 
fo remote a power, and fo little cxpol'ed'to the naval 

Ciomwcl followed, ihoiipih but in part, the advir.c uhuh he n - 
CL VLcl .rom gciiLi;*! Jlnnlfoit, ,it th*. lime when tiie intimacy aiwt 
entjc-irr.'.int rmdl fir m-ly UlIwim them. “ I.et llu 

Jvhtjv.ih/' laid that irn’htRry l.imt, “he the ;;natvli jn.d 
** niolt conJidei.iblc huhiichi ycni have every d.iy . Keckoif it lb, 
“ more t!i.in to eat, Jitep, and ctnnicil loj-eJn.r, Kuu ahdt* Ibnu- 
times from your company, and a v.onl with tlu*Ta/rd. Why 
“ liiouh! not you Ii:iv»- three or four precious fouls a-ways ft.mdm^^ 
“ rd your tlhow, with whom you now and then tnin into a 

“ Cijivxi i 1 have found icticlhment ;jiid nieicv nt fuch u way/' 

Milton s Stntc papeis, •*>. is. 
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force of England, was obliged, by the aulliority of C H A P. 
France, to comply with his mediation, and to to- 
lerate the proteltants of the vallies, againlt whom 1656. 
that priitce had commenced a furious perfecution. 

France ilfelf was conllrained to bear not only with 
the religion, but even, in ibmc iultances, with the 
feditious infolence of the hugonots ; and when the 
French court applied for a reciprocal toleration of 
the catholic religion in England, the prottcbor, who , 
arrogated in every thing the fuperiority, would 
heSrken to no fuch propofal. He had entertained 
a project of inllituting a college in imitation of that 
at Rome, for the propagation of the faith and his 
apoltles, in zeal, thougli not in unanimity, had cer¬ 
tainly been a full matcli for the catholics. 

C'komwiti. retained the church of England in 
conftraint; though he permifted its clergy a little 
more liberty than the republican parliament had 
formerly allowed, lie was pleafed that the fuperior 
lenity of his adminillration fltould in every thing 
be remarked. He bridled the royalilts, both by the 
army which he retained, and b^ thofe fecret fpies 
which he found means to intermix in all their coun- 
fels. Manning being detiefed and punillied with 
death, he corrupted fir Richard Willis, who was 
much trufted by chancellor Hyde and all the roy¬ 
alilts ; and by means of this man he was let into 
every defign and confpiracy of the party. He 
could difconcert any project, by confining the per- 
fons who were to be the aClors in it j and as he re- 
Itored them afterwards to liberty, his feverity pafled 
only for the refult of general jealoufy and fufpicion. 

The fecret fource of his intelligence remained Hill 
unknown and unfufpecled. 

Conspiracies for an aflaflination he was chicly 
afraid of; thefe being defigns which no prudence or 
vigilance could evade. Colonel Titus, under the 
name of Allen, had written a fpirited difcoiirfe, ck- 
liorting every one to embrace this methejd of ven- 

S 4 ‘ ^ geance j 
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^ LXi ; and Cromwcl knew that -the inflamed 

minds of the royal party were fufficiently difpofed to 
i 6 j 6 . put the doftrine in prafticc againft him. He openly 
told them, that alfaflinatious were bafe and odious, 
and he never would commence hoflilities by fo 
fhameful an expedient; but if the fird attempt or 
provocation came from them, he would retaliate to 
the uttermoll. He had inllruments, he faid, whom 
. he could employ ; and he never would defift till he 
had totally exterminated the royal family. This 
menace, more than all his guards, contributed ’to 
the fecurity of his perfon 

Theru was no point about which the protector was 
more folicitous than to procure intelligence. This 
article alone, it is faid, coll him fixty thoufand 
pounds r. year. Poftinafters both at home and 
abruatl, were in his pay : Carriers were fearched 03 
bribed : Secretaries and clerks were corrupted : Thr 
greaieft zealots in ail parties were often thofe who 
conveyed private information to him : And nothing 
could efcape his vigilant enquiry. Such at lead is 
the reprefentaiion ntade by hidorians of Cromwcl’.^ 
adminidration ; But it mud be confefled that ii 
we may judge bv thofe'volumes of ThurIce’s pa¬ 
pers, which have been lately publilhed, this alfair, 
like many others, ha.s been greatly magnified. We 
fcarcely find by that collcclion, that any fecrct 
counfels of foreign dates, except thofe of Holland, 
which are not'expeded to be concealed, were known 
to the protector. 

• Tiih general behaviour and deportment of this 
man, who had been railed from a very private fta- 
lion, wlio had paffed mod of his youth in the coun¬ 
try, and who was dill condrained fo much to frequem 
bad company, was fuch ss might befit the grca'ted 
monarch. , He maintained a dignity without either 
afl'edlation or odentation j and fupported with all 
Grangers that high idea with which his great e» 

See iiot,c [K] at the end of the voIuVe, 
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plolts and prodigious fortune had impreffed them, c H A. p. 
Among his ancient friends he could relax hinifelf; ’I.XI. 
and by trifling and amufement, jefting and making 
verfes, he feared not expofing himfelf to their moft - ’ ^ ‘ 
familiar approaches". With others, he fometimes 
pulhed matters to the length of rullic buffoonery; 
and he would amufe himiclf by putting burning 
coals into the boots and hole of the officers who at¬ 
tended him Before the king’s trial, a meeting • 
was agreed on between the chiefs of the republican 
party and the general officers, in order to concert 
die model of that free government which they were 
fo fubffitute in the room of the mtjnarchical confti- 
fiUion, now tfitally lubverted. After debates’ on 
this fubjeck, the moH inportant that could fall un¬ 
der the difeuflion of human creatures, l.udlow tells 
os, tliat Cromwel, by way of frolic, threw a cufliion 
:it his head ; and when Ludlow took up another 
cufliion, in order to return the compliment, the 
'jcneral ran down Itairs, and had almoft fallen in 
die hurry. When the high court of juftice was 
rigning the warrant for the execution of the king, a 
matter, if poffible, ftill more ferious, Cromwel, 
taking the pen in his hand, before he fubferibed 
his name, bedaubed with ink the face of Martin, 
who fat next him. And the pen being delivered to 
IVIartin, he pradifed the fame frolic upon Crom- 
weL. He frequently gave feaffs to his inferior 
officers; and when the meat was fet upon the table, 
a lignal was given j the foldiers ruflied in upon 
them; and with much noife, tumult, and confufion, 
ran away with all the difhes, and difappointed the 
guefts of their expedted meal 

That vein of frolic and pleafantry which made 
a part, however inconfiltent, of Cromwel’s charao* 
ter, was apt fometimes to betray him into other incon- 
iillencies^ and to difeover itfelf even where religion 

® Whitlocke, p. 647- ^ IVitcs, 
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CHAP, might feem to be a little concerned. It is a tradi- 
tion, that, one day, htting at table, the prote£lor 
i6j6. ^ bottle of wine brought him, of a kind which 

he valued fo highly, that ne mull needs open the 
bottle himfelf: But in attempting it, the cork- 
ferew drnpt from his hand. Immediately his cour ¬ 
tiers and generals flung themfelves on the floor to 
recover it. Cromwel burfi: out a-laughing. Should 
• any fool^ laid he, put in his head at the door^ he 
•would fancy, from your pojiure, that you -were feeiiiig 
the Lord ; a}id you are only feckin^ a corkfere-w. \ 
Amidst all the unguauled play and buffoonery 
of this fingular perfonage, he took the opportunity 
of remarking the characters, defigns, and wcak- 
neffes of men ; and he would fomeiimes pufli them 
by an indulgence in wine, to open to him the mod 
fecret receffes of their boforn. Great regularity 
however, and even aufterity of manners, were always 
maintained in his court; and he was careful never 
by any liberties to give oflence to,the moll rigid of 
the godly. Some Hate was upheld ; but with little 
cxpence, and without any fydendour. The nobi¬ 
lity, though courted by him, kej)t at a diffance, and 
difdained to intermix \vith thole mean perfons who 
were the inftruments of his government. Without 
departing from oeconomy, he was generous to thofe 
who ferved him ; and he knew how to find out and 
engage in his interefls every man poffeffed of thofe 
talents which any particular employment demanded. 
His generals, his admirals, his judges, his ambaf- 
fadors, were perfons who contributed, all of them 
in their feveral fpheres, to the fecurity of the pro- 
teftor, and to the honour and interelt of the nation. 

Undkk pretence of uniting Scotland and Ireland 
i;i one commonwealth vsith England, Ciomwe’i had 
reduced thofe kingdoms to a total fubje£lion; and 
he treated them entirely as conquered piovinces. 
The civil adminiflration of Scotland was placed in a 
council, jconfifting mofllv of Englifh, of which lord 
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Biogbll was prefident. Juftice was adminIRered c n a p. 
by feven, judges, four of whom were Englifh. In 
order to curb the tyrannical nobility, he both abo- 
li/hed all vaflalage'', and revived the office of juRice 
of peace, which, king James had introduced, but 
was not able to fupport ^ A long line of forts and 
garrifons was maintained throughout the kingdom. 

An army of 10,000 men 2 kept every thing in 
peace and obedience ; and neither the banditti of, 
the mountains, nor the bigots of the low countries, 

<;o*ild indulge their inclination to turbulence and 
tiiforder. He courted the prefbyterian clergy; 
jiumgit he nourilhed that inteRinc enmity which 
prevaiieJ between the refolutioners and protefters; 
and he found that very little policy was requifite to 
lomciu quarrels among theologians. He permitted 
no church aflemblies; being fcnfxble that from 
tlience had proceeded many of the paR diforders. 

And, in the main, the Scots were obliged to ac¬ 
knowledge, that never before, while they enjoyed 
their irregular factious liberty, had they attained fo 
much hajjpincfs as at prefent, v/hen reduced to fub- 
jcC'rion under a foreign nation. 

Thk proteftor’s adminiRration of Ireland was 
more fevere and violent. The government of that 
iiland was firft cntruRcd to Fleetwood, a notorious 
liiiiatic, who had married Ireton’s widow ; then to 
ilenry Cromwel, fecond fon of the proteftor, a 
young man of an amiable, mild difpofilion, and 
not dcRitutc of vigour and capacity. About five 
ntillions of acres, forfeited either by the popifh re¬ 
bels or by the adherents of the king, were divided, 
partly among the adventurers, who had advanced 
money to the parliament, partly among thc'Englilh 
foidiers, who had an-ears jlue to them. E-xampl^s 
ot a more fudden and violent change of property 
are fcarjcely to be found in any hiftory. An order 


^ WhitlDcke; p. 570. ^ Thiirloc, toIi ir. £. 57. 
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was even ifl'ued to confine all the native Irifh to the 
province of Connaught, where they would be flmt 
up by rivers, lakes, and mountains; and could not, 
it was hoped, be any longer dangerous to the Eng- 
lilh government: But this barbarous and abiurd 
policy, which, from an impatience of attaining 
immediate fecurity, muft have depopulated all the 
other provinces, and rendered the Englilh eftates of 
, no value, was foon abandoned as imprafticable. 

Cromwf.l began to hope that, by his admini- 
ftration, attended with fo much lufire and fuccjgfs 
abroad, fo much order and tranquillity at home, he 
had now acquired fuch authority as would enable 
him to meet the reprefentatives of the nation, and 
would afl'ure him of their dutiful compliance with 
his government. He fuminoned a parliament; but 
not trailing altogcthef to the good-will of the peo¬ 
ple, he ufed every art which his new model of re- 
prefentation allowed him to employ, in order to 
influence the eleftions, and fill the houfe with his 
own creatures. Ireland, being entirely in the hands 
of the army, chofe few but fuch officers as were 
moll acceptable to him. Scotland Ihowed a like 
compliance; and as the'‘nobility and gentry of that 
kingdom regarded their attendance on Englilli par¬ 
liaments as an ignominious badge of llavery, it was, 
on that account, more cafy for the officers to pre¬ 
vail in the eletlions. Notwithllandingall thefe pre¬ 
cautions, the* prote£lor Hill found that the majority 
would not be favourable to him. He fet guards, 
therefore, on the door, w’ho ptifmitted none to enter ^ 
but fuch as produced a warrant from his council; 
and the council rejedled about a hundred, who 
either refuled a recognition ol the proteflor’s go¬ 
vernment, or were on other accounts obnoxiotfs to 
him. Thefe protclled againll fo egregious a vio¬ 
lence, fubverfive of all liberty ; but every applica¬ 
tion for redrefs was neglefted both by the council 
and the parliament. 


Tju. 



THE COMMONWEALTH. ' 269 

The majority of the parliament, by means of chap. 
thefe arts and violences, was now at lail either ^ f 
friendly to the protedor, or refolvcd, by their com- 16^ 
pliance, to adjufl, if pofliblc, this military govern¬ 
ment to their laws and liberties. They voted a re- 
lumciation of all title in Charles Stuart, or any of 
his family ; and this was the firll act, dignified with 
the appearance of national confent, which had ever 
had that tendency. Colonel Jephfon, in order to , 
found the inclinations of the houfe, ventured to 
move, that the parliament Ihould bellow the crown 
on Cromwel; and no furprife or reluctance was 
Jifeovered on the occafion. When Cromwel after¬ 
wards alked Jephfon what induced him to make 
luch a motion; “ As long,” faid Jephfon,“ as I 
“ have the honour to fit in parliament, I mull fol- 
“ low the dictates of my own’confcience, whatever 
“ olfence I may be fo unfortunate as to give you.” 

Get thee gone,” faid Cromwel, giving him a 
gentle blow on the Ihoulder, “ get thee gone, lor a 
“ mad fellow, as thou art.” 

In order to pave the way to this advancement, 
for which he fo ardently longed, *Cromwel refolvcd 
to facrifice his major-generds, whom he knew to be 
extremely odious to the nation. That meafure was 
alfo become necelfary for his own fecurity. All go¬ 
vernment, purely military, fluduates perpetually 
between a defpotic monarchy and a defjiotic arilto- 
cracy, according as the authority of the chief com¬ 
mander prevails, or .that oC the officers next him in 
rank and dignity. The major-generals, being pof- 
Tclfed of fo much diltind jurifdidion, began to ella- 
blilh a feparate title to power, and had rendered 
themfelves formidable to the protedor hlmlelf; and 
lor this inconvenience, though he had not foreCeen 
he well knew, before it was too late, to proyidi a pro¬ 
per rempdy. Claypole, his fon-in-law, who polfcfl- 
ed his confidence, abandoned them to the pleafure 
ol the houfe; and though the name was Hill i- ain- 
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C H A P. ed, it was agreed to abridge, or rather entirely an- 
, , nihilate, the power of the major-generals. 

At length, a motion in form was made by al¬ 
derman Pack, one of the city members, for invert¬ 
ing the proteftor with the dignity of King. This 
motion, at firlf, excited great diforder, and divided 
the whole houfc into pariiCvS. The chief opnofitiou 
came from the ufual adherents of the protedor, the 
•major-generals, and fuch odicers as dcjieuded on 
them. I.ambcrt, a man of deep i.ntrigue, and of 
great intereft in the army, had long entertained 
ambition of fucceeding Cromwel in llie proiedor- 
fhip ; and he forefaw, that, ii" the monarchy were 
reftored. hereditary right would alfo be cftabliflied, 
and the crown be iranfmitted to the porteriiy of the 
prince firft elcded. He pleaded, therefore, con- 
Idence; and roufinf^ ail thofe civil and religions 
jcaloufies againrt kingly government, which iiad 
been fo indurtrioufly encouraged among the i'oldiers, 
and which ferved them as a pretence for fo many vio¬ 
lences, he raifed a numerous, aud Itill more Ibr- 


midable, party againrt the motion. 

On the other hand, the motion was fupported by 
every one who was mord particularly devoted to the 
protedor, and who hoped, by fo acceptable a mea- 
fure, to pay court to the prevailing authority. Many 
perfons alfo, attached to their country, defpaircd of 
ever being able to fubvert tlie prefent illegal eltablifh- 
ment; and \vere defirous, by fixing it on ancient 
foundations, to induce the protedor, from views of 
his own fafety, to pay a regard to the ancient laws^ 
and liberties of the kingdom. Even the royalifts 
imprudently joined in the meafure; and hoped 
that, when the queftion regarded only perfons, not 
f(Vms of government, naone would any longef ba¬ 
lance bet'iyeen the ancient royal family and an igno- 
1657. ble ufurper, who, by blood, treafon, and .perfidy, 
to made his way to the throne. The bill was 
Cromwel. voted by & considerable majority j and a committee 

• was 
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was appointed to rcafou with the proteftor, and to CHAP, 
overcome thofe fcruples which he pretended againft ^ 

accepting lb liberal an offer. ,^56. ^ 

The conference lafted for feveral days. The AprB. 
committee urged, that all the ftatutes and cuftoms 
of England were founded on the fuppofition of re¬ 
gal authority, and could not, without extreme vio¬ 
lence, be adjulted to any other form of government: 

That a protedor, except during the minory of a 
king, was a name utterly unknowm to the laws ; 
aud*no man was acquainted with tlie extent or limits 
of his authority; T hat if it were attempted to define 
every part of his jurifdivdion, maijy years,- if not 
ages, would be required for the execution of fo 
complicated a work ; if the whole power of the 
king were at once transferred to him, the queftion 
was plainly about a name, and the preference was in- 
difputably due to the ancient title: That the Englilh 
conftitution was more anxious concerning the form 
of government than concerning the birthright of the 
lirll magiftrate, and had provided, by an exprefs 
law of Henry VII. for the fecurity of thofe who aft 
in defence of the king in being, by whatever means 
he might have acquired pofleffion : T'hat it was ex¬ 
tremely the intereit of all his highnefs’s friends to 
feek the Ihelter of this ftatute j and even the people 
in general were deffrous of fuch a fettlcment, and in 
all juries were with great diflieulty induced to give 
their verdift in favour of a proteftor': That the 
great fource of all the late commotions had been 
Vhe jealoufy of liberty and that a republic, together 
with a proteftor, hail been eflabliflied, in order to 
provide farther fecurities for the freedom of the con- 
ffitution; but that by experience the remedy had 
been Tound infufficient, even dangerous and perni¬ 
cious ; fince every undeterminate power^ fuch as 
that of a.proteftor, muff be arbitrary; and the more 
arbitrary, as it was -contrary to the genius and in*' 
cliuation of the people. ‘ 

The 
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■c H AT. The difficulty confifted not in perfuading Crom» 
^ . wel. He was fufficiently convinced of the folidity 

1656. of thcfc realons; and his inclination, as w'cll as 
judgment, was entirely on the fide of the committee. 
But how to bring over the foldiers to the fame way 
of thinking, was the queftion. The office of king 
had lx:en painted to them in fuch horrible colours, 
that there were no hopes of reconciling them fud- 
^ denly to it, even though beftowed upon their ge¬ 
neral, to whom they were fo much devjted. A 
contradiction, open and direCt, to all paft profcflidiis, 
would make them pafs, in the eyes of the whole 
nation, for the mofl fhamcleis hypocrites, inlifted, 
by no other than mercenary motives, in the caufc 
of the mofl; perfidious traitor. Principles, fuch as 
they were, had been encouraged in them by every 
confideration, human and divine; and though it 
was eafy, where interefl concurred, to deceive them 
by the thinnelt difguifes, it might be found danger¬ 
ous at once to pull off the mafque, and to fhew them 
in a full light the whole crime and deformity of their 
conduCf. Sufpend/’d between thefe fears and his own 
mofl: ardent defires, Cromwel protraCted the time, 
and feemed ilill to oppofe the reafonings of the com¬ 
mittee ; in hopes that by artifice he might be able 
to reconcile the refraclory minds of the foldiers to 
his new dignity. 

While the proteftor argued fo much in contra¬ 
diction both to his judgment and inclination, it is 
no wonder that his elocution, always confuted, em- 
barraffed, and unintelligible, Should be involved ii\ 
tenfold darknefs, and difeover no glimmering ol 
common fenfe or reafon. An exaCt account of this 
conference remains, and may be regarded as a great 
cjriofity. The members of the committee, in their 
reafonings, difeover judgment, knowledge, elocu¬ 
tion : Lord Broghil, in particular, exerts ffiml’clf 
bn this memorable occafion. -But what a contraft, 
when we pafs^ to the protestor’s replies ! After fo 
' Angular 
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fingular a manner does nature dlftrlbute her talents, 
that in a nation abounding with fenfe and learning, 
u man who, by fuperior perfonal merit alone, had 
made his way to fupreme dignity, and had eyen 
obliged the parliament to make him a tender of the 
frown, was yet incapable ofexprelfinghimfelf on this 
occafion, but in a manner which a peafant of the 
mod ordinary capacity would juftly be afhamed of''. 

The oppofition which Cromwel dreaded, w'as 
not that which came from Lambert and his adhe¬ 
rents, whom he now regarded as capital enemies, 
and wlioin he was refolved, on the firfl; occafion, 
to deprive of all power and authority : It was that 

^ We fljall produce any paHage at random: for his difeourfe is all 
iyi a piece. I coiiTefs, for it behoves me todcnl plainly with you, 

1 miift confefs, I would fay, 1 hope, 1 may be underRood in this - 
'' 'or indeed I mull: be tender what I lay*lo fuch an audience as this- 
** 1 fay 1 would he undcrllood, that in this argument T do not make 
parallel betwixt men oi'a different mind, and a parliament, which 
W'ixW have ihcir dciia-s. I know there is no coinparifon, ner caa 
-* it be urged upon me tint my words have the Icaft colour that way, 
bccaui'c theparliainenr Icems to give liberty to meto fay any thing 
to you; ad that, that is a tender ot my humble reafons and jude. 
raent and opinion to them; and if I think they are fuch, and will 
“ be fuch to tliem, and are laith ul fervants* and will be fo to the 
'' fiipreinc authority, and the legiflativc, wherefoever it is ! If, 1 fay, 

I ihould not tell you knowing tlicir minds to be fo, I ftioiild not 
be laithiul, if 1 ftiould not tell you fo, to the end you may report 
it to the parliament: 1 fhallfay fomething formyfclf, for my own 
mind, 1 do profef. it, I am not a man feruputous about words or 
names of fuch things I have not: But as 1 have the word of God, 
and 1 hope I Oiall ever have it, for the rule of my confcicnce, for 
my informations: fo truly men that have been led in dark paths» 
through the providence and difpentation of God;, why furcly it is 
‘ not to be objected to a man; for who can love to walk in the dark? 

* But providence does fo 4hpofe. And though a man may impute 
his own folly,and blindnefs ]to providence finfiilly, yet it mtift be 
i at my peril; 'the cafe may ^e that it is the providence of God that 
‘ doth lead men in darknefs; I mull needs fay, that I have had a 
^ great deal of experience of providence, and though it is no rule 
’ without or againft the word, yet it is a very good expofitor of the 
‘ word ill many caies.” Con/rrrnccat WhitemiL The great dciedl in 
^^liver « fpeeches, copfifts not in his want of elocution, but in his want 
of ideas. The fagacity of his actions, (mdtheabfurdityothisdifcourfi^ 
lorm the moft prodigious contrail that ever known yhe collcc- 
T on of all his fpeeches, letters, fcrmons(for he alfo wrote fermons), 
would makt a great curiofity, and, with a few exceptions, might 
jufljy pafs for one of the malt nonfcnlical books |ti the world- ' 
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c IIA P. which he met with in his own family, and from men, 
who, by intcrcll as well, as inclination, were the 
,6^.7. rnoft devoted to him. Fleetwood had married his 
daughter: Delborow his filter: Yet thefe men, 
actuated by principle alone, could by no perfua- 
llon, artifice, ur entreaty, be induced to confent 
that their friend and patron lliould be invefted with 
regal dignity. They told him, that if he accepted 


of the crown, they would inltantly throw up their 
* coinmiilions, and never afterwards Ihould have it 


in their power to ferve himColonel Pride pro¬ 
cured a petition againll the oillce of king, figned ^y 
a majority of the oITicer.s, who were in London and 
the neighbourhood. Several perfons, it is faid, 
liad entered into an engagement to murder the 
protector within a few hours after he fliould have 
at cepted the offer of t,hc parliament Some fudden 
mutiny in the army was jullly dreaded. And upon 
the vrhole, Cromwel, after the agony and perplexity 
fierejcv'tj of long doubt, was at lalf obliged to refufe that 
crown, which the reprefcntatives'of the nation, in 
the molt folemn manner, had tendered to him. 
Moll hillorians inclined to blame his choice; 


but he mull be allowed the belt judge of hi.s own 
fitualion. And in fuch complicated fubjtdls, the 
alteration of a very minute circmnllance, unknown 
to the fpedlator, will often be fufficient to call the 
balance, and render a determination, which, in itfelf. 


may be uneli.gible, very prudent, or even abfolutely 
necelTary to the aftor. 

A DREAM or prophecy, lord ‘Clarendon mentions, 
which he affirms (and he iHufl; have known the. 
truth 1, wasunivcrfally talked of almoll from thebe- 
ginning of the civil wars, and long before Cromwel 
was fo confiderable a perfon as to bellow upon it 
any degree of probability. In this prophecy it was 
foretold,'that Cromwel fhould be the greatell man 
ia England, and w^ould nearly, but never would 


/ ■* Th'Jrloe, vol. vj. p, a61. 
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fully mount the throne. Such a prcpoflcffion pro- CHAP, 
bably arofe from the heated imagination cither of 
himfclf or of his followers; and as it might be one 1657. 
caul'e of the great progrcfs which he had already made, 
it is not an unlikely reafon which may be affigucd 
lor his refufmg at this time any farther elevation. 

The' parilainent, when the regal dignity was re¬ 
jected by Cromwcl, found tliemlclves obliged to^ 
retain the name of a commonwealth and protec¬ 
tor ; and as the g> ■-'ernment was hitherto a maiii- 
left ufurpation, it wac thought proper to fanctiiy 
it by a fceiniug choice of the people and their rc- 
prefentatives. Inftead of the inftrwv.cnt 'of pvi.’rn- 
wmt, Mdiich was the work ol the general cfliccr.s 


alone, humble petition and advice was franfed, and 
^tiered to the protettor by the parliament, 'i'his 
was reprefeuted as the great Ivafis oJ the republican 
citabliflnnenr, regulating and limiting the powers ol 
each member oAhe conditutinn, and fecuring the 


ITHPibls 

pi'Lititui 

^ful :^d- 

MCC, 


liberty of the peftple to the moll remote pollerlcy. 
By this deed the authority of proteftor was in fome 
particulars enlarged: In others, k was confiderubly 
diminilhed. He had the j^ower of nominating his 
fuccelTor j he had a perpetual revenue alfigned him, 
a million a year for the pay of the fleet and army, 
three hundred thoufand pounds for the fupport of 
civil government; and he had authority to name 
another houfe, who fhould enjoy their, feats during 
life, and exercife fome funftions of the former houle 
of peers, j^ut he abandoned the power aflumed in 
•the intervals of parhament, of framing laws with 
the confent of his council; and he agreed, that 
no members of either houfe lhauld be excluded 


but by the confent of that houfe of which they 
were members. The other articles were in the 


main the fame as in the inftrument of government. 
The inftrument of government Cromwel had 
formerly extolled aaf the moft perf(l|ft work of bu¬ 
llion invention : He now reprefenteq it as a rotten 
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CHAP, plank, upon which no man could trufl: himfelf with- 
out finking. Even the humble petition and advice. 


1657 


lU'ic '6. 


which he extolled in its turn, apperared fo lame and 
imperfect, that it was found requifite, this very 
feflion, to mend it by a fupplement; and after all, it 
may be regarded as a crude and undigeftcd model 
of government. It w'u.s, however, accepted for the 
• vohmtary deed of the whole people in the three 
united nations; and Cromwel, as if his power had 
jull coinincnced from this popular confent, w^s 
anew inaugurated in Weftminfter Hall, after tile 
nioll fulemn and moik pompous manner. 

'riiii; pavliamem having adjourned itfelf, thepro- 
t'cclor deprived Lambert of all his commiffions j 
but ilill allowed him a confidcrablc penfion of 2000 
pounds a year, as a bribe for his future peaceable* 
deportment. Lambert’s authority in the army, to 
1 he iLu prife of every body, was found immediately 
to expire with the lofs of his connniffion. Packer 
and ibine other officers, whom CrOmwel fufpeded, 
were alfo difplaced. 

Richard, eldeft fon of the proteftor, w'as brought 
to court, introduced .into public bufmefs, and 
thenceforth regarded by many as his heir in the 
protcftorfliip; though Cromwel fometimes em- 
plo)ed the grofs artifice of flattering others with 
liopcs of the fucccfficn. Richard was a perfon pof- 
feilcd of tlie, moll peaceable, inoffenfive, unambi¬ 
tious charatker, and had hitherto lived contentedly 
in the country on a fmail eftatb which his wife had 
brought him. All the aflivit]^ which he difcovered,« 
and which never v/as great, was however exerted to 
beneficent purpol'es: At the time of the king’s 
trial, he had fallen on his knees before his father, 
afid had conjured him,' by every tie of duty and 
humanity, to fparc the life of that monarch. Crom¬ 
wel had two daugliters unmarried: One of them he 
now gave in rjl.arrlage to the gVandfon and heir of 
his great frien/j,, the c-arl ofWarwic, with whom he 

< had, 
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had, in every fortune, prefcrved an uninterrupted In- c H A P. 
timacy and good correfpondence. The other he mar- 
vied to the vifcount Fauconberg, of a family formerly 
devoted to the royal party. He was ambitious of 
forming connexions with the nobility ; and it was 
one chief motive for his defiring the title of king, that 
he might replace every thing in its natural order, 
and rellore to the ancient families, the trull and 
honour of w^hich he now found himfelf obliged, iox^ 
his own fafety, to deprive them. 

.'The parliament was again aflembled ; confifting, t65f. 
as ill the times of monarchy, of two houfes, 


commons and the other houfe, Cromwel, during 
the interval, had feiit writs to his houfe of peeis, 
which confifted of fixty members. They w'ere 
. compofed of five or fix ancient peers, of feveial 
gentlemen of fortune and dillindion, and of fome 
officers w'ho had rifen from the meanefl ftations. 
None of the ancient peers, however, though fum- 
inoned by writ,, would deign to accept of a feat, 
which they muft fhare with fuch companions as 
were alligned them. The proteSor endeavoured 
at firfl to maintain the appearance of a legal ma- 
giflrate. He placed no gubrd at the door of either 
houfe : But foon found how incompatible liberty is 
with military ufurpations. By bringing fo great a 
number of his friends and adherents into the other 
houfe, he had loH the majority among the national 
reprefentatives. In confequence of a*claufe in the 
humble petition and adviqe, the commons alTumed 
a power c/* re-admitf^ing thofe members whom the 
* council had formerly excluded. Sir Arthur Hazel- 
rig and fome others, whom Cromwel had created 
lords, rather chofe to take their feat with the com¬ 
mons. An inconteftable, majority now declared 
themfelves againfl the proteftor ; and thgy refufed 
tp acknpwledge the jurifdiclion of that other houfe 
which he had eflablilhed. Even tha validity of the 
humble petition and advice vSfS Anefiioned; as 
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being voted by a parliament which lay under force, 
and which was deprived, by military violence, of a 
confiderable number of its members. The pro- 
te£lor, dreading combinations between the parlia¬ 
ment anti the malcontents in the army, refolved to 
allow no leiiure for forming any conipiracy agalnR 
him ; and, with txprefiions of great difpleafure, he 
dilfolvcJ the parliament. When urged by Fleet-. 
Sv'ood and others ol' his friends, not to precipitate ■ 
himfelf into this ralli meafure, he fwore, by the 
living God, that they fliould not fit a moment 
longer. 

TuESi.-'dlftraftions at home v'cre not able to take 
off the protedor’s attention from f )reign affairs ; 
and ill all his meafures he proceeded with the fame 
vigour and ciiterprifc,^ as if fecure of the dutv and 
attachment of the three kingdoms. His alliance 
with Sweden he ffill fupported ; and he endeavoured 
to alhll that crown in its fuccefsful enterprifes, for 
reducing all its neighbours to fubjcdlion, and ren¬ 
dering itfelf abfolute mafter of the Baltic. As foon 
as Spain declared \var againft him, he concluded a 
peace and an alliance with France, and united him¬ 
felf in all his counfels with that potent and ambi¬ 
tious kingdom. Spain, having long courted in 
vain the frlendlhip of the fuccefsful ufurper, was 
reduced at lalt to apply to the unfortunate piince. 
Charles formed a league with Philip, removed his 
fmall court to Bruges in the Low Countries, and 
raifed four regiments of bis own fubjed^ whom he 
employed in the Spani/h fAvice. The duke of, 
York, who had, with applaufe, ferved fome cam¬ 
paigns in the French army, and who had merited 
the particular efleem of marlhal Turenne, nowjoined 
his brother, and continued to feek military ex'peri- 
cnce under don John of Auftria, and the prince of 
Conde. 

* 'J'hp; fchenjli of foreign poKtics, adopted by the 
.protedor, waf highly imprudent, but w'as fuitable 
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to that magnanimity and entcrprifc, with wldeh lie (' il A ?. 
was fo fignally endowed, lie was pariiciilarly de- 
fjrous of conquefl and dominion on the continent" i 
and he font over into Fiandcrs fix rhoufand men un¬ 
der Reynolds, who joined the French army com¬ 
manded by Turenne. In tlie former campaign, 

Mardyke was taken, and put into the hands of the 
Fnglilh, Early this campaign, hege was laid to 
Dunkirk; and w'hen the Spanilh army advanced to 
reJieve it, the combined armies of France and Eng- 
land marched out of their trenches, and fought the 
battle of the Dunes, where the Sprmiaid,?.were to¬ 
tally defeated ^I'he valour of the F.nglilh was 
much remarked on this occafion. Dunkirk, being Din 
foon after furrendered, w'as by agreement delivered ■ 
to Cromwel. He committed the government oi 
that important place to Lockhart, a Scotchman oi 
abilities, who had married his niece, and was hia 
ambaflador at the court of France. 

This acquifition was regarded by the prntedor 
as the means only of obtaining farther advantages. 

lie afpired to get pofTefTinn Elfinoro and.the pafTage of the 
Sound, tForld's Mij}akt inQU*i'er(yomn.vc}, Ik* dlfo LudciUDuud 

get poU'cfiion Bremen. Thurloe, v. l. vi. p. 4 '’ 8 . 

* It v/as remarked by the f.iinls cn that time, that the battle w.ii' 
fought on a day which was held fora faft in London, fo that .ti 
J' icetwood faid (Thurloc, voL vii. p, 159 ), wliile we wtMv pKijinj;, 
they were fighting, and the Lord hatli given a fignal anfwer. T*\c 
Lord has not only owned us in our work there, Init in our wailing 
upon him in a way of prayer, which is indeed onr old c>:pL'ricnci.il 
approved waj^o all Itiei^hts and tlifficulties. Cronnvera Letter to 
^ Blake and Mfntapue, his b 5 ;;ive adm raL, is remark \ble for the fame 
Ipirit. Thiirlue, vol. iv. p, 744 .. You hive, lays he, as I verily' be¬ 
lieve and am perfuaded, a pleHtiFul ftock of prayers going for vmo 
daily, lent up by the fobereft and moll approved imniltcrs and t'hi if- 
tiaiis in tliis nation, and, notwithftaiuling fome difeuurngt. luenis, 
very much wreflling of faith for you, which arc to ns, and I ttu l 
Will &c t > you, matter of great cutiouragement* But notwithilni^. 
ing all this, it vyill be good for yow and us to deliver up ouifel\\\s 
and all our atfairs to the difpofitiou of our all-wife Fafhcr, who no*, 
only out 4 >f prerogative, but bccaufe of his goodnefs, wifdom, and 
Tnilh, ought to be rcfignid unto by his creatuies, efpcdally Liioic 
who arc children- of his begetting through the writ, 

T 4 • V ' He 
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C IT A p. He Was refolved to concert meafures with the French 
\ - \j court for the final conquefl and partition of the Low 
xfc58. Countries Had he hved much longer, and main¬ 
tained his authority in England, fo chimerical, or 
rather fo dangerous a project would certainly have 
been carried into execution. And this firfl and 
principal ftcp towards more extenfive conquefl:, 
which France,*during a whole century, has never 
'•yet been able, by an inlinite expcnce ol blood and 
treafure, fully to at lain, had at once been accosi- 
pliftied by the enterpriiing, though unlkilful, poli¬ 
tics of Cromwt'i. 

Duriw^ thefe*tranfa«flions, great demonftrations 
of mutual friendfli'p and regard palled between the 
French king and the protoftor. Lord Faiiconberg, 
Cromwel’s fon-in-la\v, w'as difpatched to Louis, 
then in the camp before Dunkirk; and was received 
with the regard ufually paid to loreign princes hy 
the French court", hlazarine fent to London his 
nephew Manciiii, along with the duke of Crequi; and 
exprclfed his regret, that his urgent affairs fhnuld 
deprive him cif thedionour which he had long wifiied 
lor, of paying, in pcrlb^, his Tcfpects to the great- 
i il man in the world 

protedor reaped little fatisfadion from the 
fuecds of his arms abroad I he fituation in which 
iie flood at home, kept bi^ln perpetual uneafinefs 
and inquietufle. His adminiflration, fo expcnfivc 
both by military enterprizes and fecret intelligence, 
had exhaufted his rcvenUc, and involved him in a 
conlidcrablc debt, The royaliKs, he hearS, had re¬ 
newed their confpiradcs for a general infurredion j 
and Ormond was fccrctly come over with a view of 

Thurloc, vol. L p, 76a. r ” Ibid, veb vii. p. in- 
* In reality Ibf Cdvdljial bad not ente rtained fo bipli an idea ol' 
Cromvt'cl. II?* iifcii tt; f\y, tbst hr ;vns a fbrtnnate madniHiu Vic dc 
Cromw'cl par R»irncnct. See alTo Carte's Collodlion, vol] ii. p. 81- 
Lil'c oi p. yj, Woildb Miftakc in O. C romwcl. 
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concerting meafnres for the execution of this pro- C ll A p. 

I.ord Fairfax, fir William Waller, and many 
heads of the prefbyteriaps, had fecretly entered into ^658. 
tlic engagement. Even the army was infefted with 
the general fpirit of difeontent; and fome fudden 
and dangerous eruption was every moment to be 
<lre?ded from it. No hopes remained, after his 
violent breach with the laft parliament, that he 
fiiould ever be able to eftablifh, with general con- 
feiy, a legal fettlement, or temper the military with 
any mixture of civil authority. All his arts and po¬ 
licy were exhaufted ; and having fo often, by fraud 
and falfe pretences, deceived every party," and al- 
niofi every individual, he could no longer hope, by 
rcp( ating the fame profeffions, to meet with equal 
confidence and regard. , 

However zealous the royalifts, their confpiracy 
took not elFctl: Willis difeovered the whole to 
the protedor. Ormond was obliged to fly, and he 
deemed hiinfelf fortunate to have efcaped fo vigilant 
an adminiftration. Great numbers were thrown into 
prifon. A high court of juftice was anew eredled for 
the trial of thofe criminals t^hofe guilt was moft ap¬ 
parent. Notwithftanding the recognition of his au^ 
thority by the lad parliament, the proteftor could 
not as yet trud to an unbiafled jury. Sir Henry 
Slingfby, and Dr. Huet, were condemned and be¬ 
headed. Mordaunt, brother to the eqjl of Peter- 
borow, narrowly efcaped. The numbers for his 
condemnatkn and hfs acquittal were equal; and jud 
<is the fentfcce was priOnounced in his favour, color 
nel Pride, who was refolved to condemn him, came 
into court. Afhton, Storey, and Bedley, were 
hanged in diflerent dreets of the city, 

THE confpiracy of the Millenarians in the arni?y 
firuck Cromwel with dill greater apprehenfions. 
Harrifon and the other difearded officers of that 




4^2 

C il A 
i-X! 




HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN'. 

« 

by revenge, by ambition, and by confclence, they 
Rill harboure 1 in their breafl: foine delperate pro- 
jed ; and there wanted not olTiccrs in the army, 
who, from like motives, were difpofed to fecond all 
their undertakings. I'he levellers and agitators had 
been encouraged by Croinwel to interpofe with 
their advice in all pi)lirical deliberations; and he had 
even pretended tr> honour many of them with his 
intimate friendlhi i, while he ronduclcd his daring 
enterprise's againfl: the king-and the parliament.'.it 
vas a ufual practice with him, in order to faini- 
liar'se the more with the agitators, who 

were commonly corpora's or ferjeants, to take them 
to bed with liim, and there, after prayers and ex¬ 
hortations, to difeufs together their projefts and 
principles, political lis well as religious. Having 
allumcd the dignity of protodor, he excluded them 
from all his councils, and had neither Icifure nor 
inclination to indulge them any farther in their want¬ 
ed familiarities. Among thole who were enraged at 
this treatment was Sexby, an adive agitator, w'ho 
now employed againfl him all that refllefs induflry 
which had formerly be^n exerted in his favour. He 
even went fo far as to enter into a correfpondence 
with Spain ; and Cromwel, who knew the diftem- 
pers of the army, was jufUy afraid of fome mutiny, 
to which a day, an hour, an inflant, might provide 
leaders. ‘ 

Of affafTinations llke.wlfe he was ^prehenfive, 
from the zealous fpirit whicliy aduatetf'H».e foldiers.^ 
Sindercomc had undertaken to murder him ; and, 
by the mofl unaccountable accidents, had often 
been prevented from executing his bloody purpofe. 
Plis defign was difcovertjd ; but the protedor Could 
never find the bottom of the enterprife, nor deteft 
any of His accomplices. He was tried by a jury ^ 
;md notwithf^nding the general odium attending 
that crime, nfctwithflanding the clear and full prooi 
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of bis guilr, fo little conviction prevailed of the pro- c 
teftor’s right to the fupreme government, it was 
with the utmoft difficulty ’’ that this confpirator was 
ccUHleinned. When every thing was prepared for his 
execution, he was found dead; from poifon, as is 
jtippofed, which he had voluntarily talLcn. 

'I’m; protestor might better have fupported thofc 
fears and apprehenfions whicli the public diflempers 
excafioned, had he enjoyed any doincltic larisiac- 
dop, or poflelied any cordial iViend of his own fa¬ 
mily, in whofe bofom he coulvl iafely have unloaded 
his anxious and corroding cares. But Idcetwood, 
his fon-in-law, actuated by the wildcfl zCaf, began 
:o edrange himfelf from him ; and was emaged to 
tiifeover that Cromwcl, in all his enterprifes, had 
entertained views of promoting his own granileur, 
more than of encouraging piety and religion, of 
which he made fuch fervent profellions. liis cldefl 
daughter, married to Fleetwood, had adopted re¬ 
publican principfes fo vehement, that (lie could 
not with patience behnld power lodged in a fingle 
perfon, even in her indulgent fiithcr. Mis other 
daughters were no lefs prejudiced in favour of the 
royal caufe, and regretted the violences and ini¬ 
quities into which, they thought, their family had 
io unhappily been tranfported. Above all, the 
ficknefs of Mrs. Claypole, his peculiar favourite, a 
lady endqed with many humane virtues and amiable 
accomplifliments, deprelfed his anxious mind, and 
poifoned alt his enjoyments. She had entertained 
•a high re^rd for D'l*. Huet lately executed ; and 
being refufed his pardon, the melancholy of her 
temper, incrcafed by her diftempered body, had 
proinpted her to lament to her father all his fan- 
guinary meafures, and ur^e him to compuntticfti 
for ihofe heinous crimes into which his fatal ambi¬ 
tion had betrayed him. Her death, ^vhich followed 

P Thurloe, vol. v;. p. 53, I- • 
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c h a P. foon after, gave new edge to every word which flic 
had uttered. 

All compofure of mind was now for ever fled 
from the protector: He felt that the grandeur 
which he had attained with fo much guilt and cou¬ 
rage, could not enfure him that tranquillity which 
it belongs to virtue alone, and moderation, fully to 
afcertain. Overwhelmed with the load of public 
afl'airs, dreading perpetually fome fatal accident in 
his diftempered government, feeing nothing around 
him but treacherous friends or enraged eneii^ies, 
poffeliing the confidence of no party, refting his 
title on-.no principle, civil or religious, he found 
his power to depend on fo delicate a polfe of fac¬ 
tions and interefts, as the fmallefl: event was able, 
without any preparation, in a moment to overturn. 
Death too, which, with fuch fignal intrepidity he 
had braved In the field, being inceflantly threatened 
by the poinards of fanatical or interefted aifaflins, 
was ever prefent to his terrified apprehenfion, and 
haunted him in every feene of bufinefs or repofe. 
Each aftion of hjs life betrayed the terrors under 
which he laboured. The afpeft of ftran^ers was un- 
cafy to him : With a piercing and anxious eye he 
furveyed every face to which he was not daily ac- 
cuftomed. He never moved a fiep without ftrong 
guards attending him: He wore armour under his 
clothes, and farther fecured himfelf bv oftenfive 

'I ^ 

weapons, a fword, falchion, and piftols, which he 
always carried about hhn. He returned from no 
place by the direct road, or by the fain^way whiclj 
he went. Every journey he performed with hurry 
and precipitation. Seldom he flept above three 
nights together in the fame chamber: And he never 
let it be known beforehand what chamber he in¬ 
tended to choofe, nor entrufted, himfelf in any 
which was not provided with back doors, .at which 
'ccntincls wcrd^arefully placed.-o Society terrified him, 
while he. rcii/flcd on his numerous, unknown, and' 
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implacable enemies: Solitude aftonilhed him, by c hap. 
withdrawing that protcdion which he found fo ne- 
ceflary for his fecurity. 

His body alfo, from the contagion of his anxious 
mind, began to be affected; and his health feemed tc£\or? 
fenfibly to decline. He was feized with a flow fever. 


which changed into a tertian ague. For the fpace 
of a week, no dangerous fymptoms appeared; and 
in the intervals or the fits he was able to walk 


abroad. At length the fever increafed, and he 
hinlfelf began to entertain fome thoughts of death, 
and to caft his eye towards that future exiftence, 
whofe idea had once been intimately •prefent tb him; 
though fince, in the hurry of affairs, and in the 
Ihock of wars and fefHons, it had, no doubt, been 
confiderably obliterated. He afked Goodwin, one 
of his preachers, if the dodrine were true, that the 
eled could never fall or fuffer a final reprobation. 
“ Nothing more certain,** replied the preacher. 
“ Then am I fafe,** faid the protedor: “ For I 
“ am fure that once I was in a ftate of grace.** 

His phyficians were fenfible of »the perilous con¬ 
dition to which his diftemper had reduced him: 
But his chaplains, by their prayers, vlfions, and re¬ 
velations, fo buoyed up his hopes, that he began 
to believe his life out of all danger. A favourable 
anfwer, it was pretended, had been returned by 
heaven to the petitions of all the godly} and he 
relied on their affeverations much more than on 


the opiniom *f the'moft Experienced phyficians. 

I tell you,** he cried with confidence to the latter, 
*' 1 tell you, 1 fhall not die of this diftemper: I am 
“ well affured of my recovery. It is promifed by 
th^ I^rd, not only to my fupplications, but to 
“ thofe of men who hold a ftrider commerce and 


“ more intimate correfpondence with him. Ye 
“ may have fkill in your profeflion ; but nature can 
‘‘ do more than all tfie phyficians in -.llie world, andf 
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“ God is far above nature i.” Nay, to fuch a* de¬ 
gree of madnefs did their enthuliaftic aifuranccs 
mount, that, u])on a fait day, which was obferved 
on his account both at Hampton Court and at 
Whitehall, they did not fo much pray for his health, 
as give thanks for the undoubted pledges which 
tliey had received of his recovery. He himfelf was 
overheard olfering up his addrtfles to heaven ; and 
fo far had the illufions of fanaticifm prevailed over 
the plainelt dictates of natural morality, that he af- 
fumed more the character of a mediator, in ii/icr- 
ceding for his people, than that of a criminal, whole 
atrocious, violatjon of foclal duty had, from every 
tribunal, human and divine, merited the fevered 
vengeance. 

Meanwhii.f. all the fymptoms began to wear a 
more fatal afpedt; and the phyficians were obliged 
to break fiJence, and to declare, that the protector 
could not furvive the next fit with which he was 
threatened. The ’council was alarmed. A depu¬ 
tation was fent to know his will with regard to his 
fuccefibr. His fpnfes were gone, and he could not 
now exprefs his intentions. They alked him whe¬ 
ther he did not mean‘that his cldeft fon, Richard, 
fliould fuccccd him ia the proteblorfhip. A fimple 
affirmative was, or feemed to be, extorted from him. 
Soon after, on the 3 d of September, that very day 
which he had always confidered as the mofl: fortu¬ 
nate Ibr him, he expired. A violent tempeft, which 
immediately fuccceded his death, ferved as a fubjefl: 
of difeourfe to the vulgar. ,.His partiiins, as well 
as his enemies, were fond of remarking this event j 
and each of them endeavoured, by forced inferences, 
to inteipret it as a confirmation of their particular 
prejudices. . ' ‘ 

The jvriters, attached to the memory of this 
wonderful perfon, make his character with jegard to 

Bates/See tlfo Tlunloc, vol. vii. n. $$$, 41G- 
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abilities, bear the air of the moft extravagant pane- CHAP, 
gyric: His enemies form fuch a reprefentation of 
his moral qualities as refembles the mofl virulent 
inveflive. Both of them, it muft be confeffed, arc 
fupported by fuch ftriking circumftanccs in his con- 
dud and fortune as bedow on thdr reprefcntatioii a 
great air of probability. “ What can be more ex- 
traordinary,” it is laid % “ than that a perfon of 
‘f private birth and education, no fortune, no eini- 
“ nent qualities of body, vvhicli have fonuaimes, 

“ nor Ihining talents of mind, which have ofivji, 
raifed men to the highell dignities, d^oiild Iiavc 
“ the courage to attempt, and the abilities to exe'- 
cute, fo great a defign as the fabvertiug one of 
“ the mofl ancient and befl eflabliflicd monarciiles 
in the world ? That he fhould have the power and 
“ boldnefs to put his prince and inafler to an open 
“ and infamous death ? Should baniih that luiinc- 
rous and iLrongiy allied family ? Cover all iliel'e 
temerities vmder a feeming obedience to a parlia¬ 
ment, in whofe fervice he pretended to be re- 
“ tained ? Trample too upon that parliantcnt in 
their turn, and fcornfully expci them as foon as 
they gave him ground of diflivtisfaftion ? Erett 
in their place the dominion of the faints, and give 
reality to the mofl vifionary idea, which the 
“ heated imagination of any fanatic was ever able 
‘ to entertain ? Supprefs again that monfler in its 
‘ infancy, and openly fee up himfeU' above all 
things that ever were called fovereign in England ? 
Overcom «5 firll alf his enemies by arms, and all 
i*' his friends afterwards by artifice ? Serve all parties 
patiently lor a while, and command them vidto- 
rioully at lail ? Overrun each corner of the three 
nations, and fubdue with equal facility, Soth the 
riclies of the fouth, and the poverty of the 
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^ Cowleyls Dllcouifcs: This pafTage is altered in fume particulars 
the oriju'iiiitl. ^ ' '* 
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** north ? Be feared and courted by all foreign 
“ princes, and be adopted a brother to the gods of 
“ the earth ? Call together parliaments with a word 
“ of his pen, and fcatter them again with the 
‘‘ breath of his mouth ? Reduce to fubjedion a 
“ w'arlike and difeontented nation, by means of a 
“ mutinous army ? Command a mutinous army by 
means of feditious and fadious oflicers ? Be hum- 
“ bly and daily petitioned, that he would be pleafed, 
“ at the rate of millions a year, to be hired as 
“ mafter of thofe who had hired him before to*.be 
“ their fervant ? Have the eftates and lives of three 
“ nations as much at his difpofal as was once the 
“ little inheritance of his father, and be as noble 
“ and liberal in the fpending of them ? And laftly 
‘‘ (for there is no end of enumerating every parti- 
“ cular of his glory), with one word bequeath all 
‘‘ this power and fplendour to his poftcrity ? Die 
“ polfelTed of peace at home, and triumph abroad ? 
‘‘ Be buried among kings, and.with more than 
regal folenmity; and leave a name behind him 
“ not to be extinguiflied but with the whole world j 
“ which as it was too little for his praife, fo might 
“ it have been for hiS conquefts, if the fhort line 
** of his mortal life could have ftretched out to the 
•* extent of his immortal defigns ?’* 

My intention is not to disfigure this pidure, 
drawn by fo maderly a handI fhall only endea¬ 
vour to rembve from it fomewhat of the marvellous; 
a circumftance, which, qn all qccafions, gives much 
ground for doubt and fufpicjlon. to me, 

that the circumflance of Cromwel’s life, in which* 
his abilities are principally difeovered, is his rifing 
from a- private Ration, in oppofition to fo many 
i^vals, fo much advanced before him, to a high com¬ 
mand and authority in the army. His great courage, 
his fignal military talents, his eminent dexterity and 

uddrSs, were fill requifite for this important acquifi- 

/ tion. 
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Ci-.n. Ycr will not this pr'^ntotion nppearthc cfiedl 
ofiup-anatuvu! abiliiies, when we conliJer, that Fair¬ 
fax hiinielt, a private gentleman, who had not the 
advantage of a feat in parliaine.'.r, had, through the 
fame hefts, attained even a fupcriur rank, and, if 
endued with common capacity and penetration, had 
been able to retain it. To incite fuch an army to 
rebellion againft the parliament, required no un- 
e^'inmon art or induilry : 'I'o have kept them in * 
(hedieiice Ifad been the more elifliciilt enterprife. 
Wken the breach was once formed between the nn- 
liiary and civil powers, a fupreine and abl'olute au¬ 
thority, from that moment, is devolved on the !j:e- 
neral; and, if he be afterwards pleafed to cmjdoy 
ariihce or policy, it may be regarded, on molt ce* 
!';ui‘ju.s, as great e<'ir!dLa'i’. i-nfum, if not as fupertluoi s 
fiiiifion. That (/ron;v.ci was*ever aide leally to 
blind or over-reach eidi'r the king or the repubii* 
''ans, does not appear: As they poiielfed no means 
of refilling the forpe under his coinmuud, they were' 
glad to temporife with him, and, by icerning to be 
deceived, wait lor opportunities of ireeiag them- 
felves from his dominion. If he feu need the mi'.i- 
tary fanatics, it is to be conhdered, that their in- 
tercfls and his evidently conciirted, that their Igno- 
tance and low^ education expofed them to the groirell. 
impofition, and that he himfelf was at bottom a« 
frantic an enthufian: as the w'orll of them, and, in 
order to obtain their confidence, needed biii to dif- 
play thofe vulgar and ridiculous habits, which he 
had early acquired, and on which he fei. fo high a 
value. An army is fo forcible, and at ihe- fame 
time fo coarfe a weapon, that any hand, which 
wields it, may, without miicii dcxlerily, per'orm 
sny operation, and attain any afcciidant, in human 
lociety. 

The d9meffic adminiflration of Cromwcl, though 
tt difeovers great abibiies, was condi oted without* 
any plan cither of liberty or arbitrary jowgi*: Per- 
Voi,, VII. ■ g M h.ips. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, hnps, his difTicult fituation admitted of neither. Hi;? 
, ^ foreign enterpriCes, though full of intrepidity, were 

1658. pernicious to national interefi;, and feem more the 
refult of impetuous fury or narrow prejudices, than 
of cool forefight and deliberation. An emincni 
perfonage, however, he was in uiany refpechs, and 


even a lupcrior genius ; but tinequal and irregular 
in ills operations. And though not defedlive in any 
talent, except that of elocution, the abilities, which 


in him were moll admirable, and whicli moll con¬ 


tributed to his marvellous fuccefs, were the nrag/ia- 
nimous refoliition of his enterprifes, and his peculiar 
dexterity- jn difeovering the characters, and prac- 
tifuig on the weakneifes of mankind. 

11- we furvey the moral character of Cromwel 
with that indulgence which is due to the blindnefs 
and infirmities of the' human fpecies, we fliall not be 
inclined to load his memory with fuch violent re- 
prnnehes as thofe which his enemies ufually throw 
Upon it. Amidfl the pafiions and prejudices of that 
period, that he lliotdd prefer the parliamentary to 
the royal caufe, wjl! not appear extraordinary ; fince, 
even at prefenf, fomc men of fenfe and knowledge 
are difpofed to think that the queflion, with regard 
to the julUcc of the quarrel, may be regarded as 
doubtful an<l uncertain. The murder of the king, 
the inofl atrocious of all his adions, was to him 
covered unjler a mighty cloud of republican and 
fanatical illufions; and it is not impoHible, but he 
might believe it, as many others did, the mofl; me¬ 
ritorious aclion that he icould perform. Ilis 
rubfequent ufurpation was the clFedl of neceflity, as 
well as of ambition ; nor is it eafy to fee, how the 
vaticnis' fadlions could at that time have been re- 


fl rained, without a mixture of military and arbitrary 
authority. The private deportment of Cromwel, as 
a fon, a hudrand, a father, a friend, is e^poled to 
'no confu'.eraUlc cciifure, if it' does not rather merit 


praife. .Any, ^upon the whole, his character does 

I ' nut 
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nut appear more extraordinary and unufual by the C i^A P. 
mixture of fo much abfurdity with lb much penc- ‘ ^ 
tration, than by his tempering fuch violent ambition 1658. 
and fuch enraged fanaticifm with fo mucli regard to 
iudice and humanity. 

Cromwki. was in the fifty-ninth year of Ins age 
when he died. He was of a robiift frame of body, 
and of a manly, though not of an agreeable afpeft. 
lie left only two fons, Richard and Henry; and 
throe daughters, one married to general Fleetw^ood, 
another to lord Fauconberg, a third to lord Rich. 

I lis father died when he was young. His mother 
lived till after he was proteefor; ahd, contrary to 
her orders, he buried her with great pomp in Weft- 
lainller Abbey. She could not be perfuaded that 
his power or perfun was ever in fafety. At every 
noife which Ihe heard, flie exclaimed, that her fon: 
was murdered ; and was never fatisfied that he was 
alive, if flie <lid not receive frequent vifits from 
him. She was a eWeent woman ; and by her fru¬ 
gality and induftry, had raifed and educated a nu¬ 
merous family upon a fmall fortune. She had even 
• been obliged to fet up a brewery at Huntingdon, 
uhich fhe managed to good advantage. Hence 
Ciomwel, in the invectives of that age, is often 
ftigmatifed with the name of the brewer. Ludlow, 
by way of infult, mentions the great accedion, which 
iie would receive to his royal revenues upon his 
mother’s death, who poffclfcd a jointure of fixty 
pounds a year upon his eftate. She was of a good 
l!imily, of the name of Stuart ; remotely allied, as 
is by fome fuppofed, to the royal family. 


U 2 
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iiuhard acknowlcJgcdpretcaor ■ •/!parlhimcni-t — 

Cabal of IVallingford Iloufc - Richanl dtpofai 

- Long parlicMcnt or Rinnp rcjlored - Con- 

/piracy ' (f tin: roy^T/ls - Jnfurrcdion - 

pre/jld - Varliamjs.t i\pclLd - Committee of 

fafdv - I'oreii'n ati'.urs - Ccncro! Monk - 

Monk declare^ for. the pariiamcnl - Pariiamcnl 

nfiorcd - Monk enters London., declares for a 

free parliaihi nt - tSetitided mcmiers rcjlored -- 

Long farliavnnt dijjolved - New parliament 

— ■ LLc Rejioration - Manners and arts. 

S 

H A P. A LL the arts' of Cromwel’s policy had been fo 
^ otlen praclifed, that they bcfraii to lofe their 
>6j8. ; ami his power, inftcad of being confirmed 

by time aiul Im ct ls, feenicd every day to become 
more unc'Vi.iin aed precarious, liis friends the 
molt eloi'eiy txaineded' with him, and his counfel- 
lors tlie liif'lt irix'lcd, were euterinu into cabals 
again't his aiphoiity ; and, wjth all his penetration 
into the characters of men, he could not find any 
luiniflers on whom he could rely. Men of probity 
and honour, he knew, would not fubmit to be the 
ijilini;v.cuis of an ururpation violent and illegal: 
^rhol'e who Were free Irom the refiraint of principle, 
nigh; lulray, from in!ere{l, that caufe, in which, 
ivoiii no beiier motives, they had inlifled themfclvcs. 
.liven ihi ie on whom he conferred any favour, 
never deemed the recompenfe an equivalent for .the 
facrifiecs v IJcb they matlc to obtain it; Whoever 

was 



THE C O M M O N W E A L TIL 


293 

0 

■ vas refufeil any demand, iufHfied his anc>,cr by the chap. 
;.;Kcious colours of confcicnce urul of ituiv. yuch 
..LlHcultics furroundcJ the protector, titai his dying 
.1! lb critical a time is c-ltcemed bv invuiv the moft 

j • 

’ irtuniUe circumlhince that ever attended him ; and 
v.a-i tlu'.ught, that all his courage and dexie iry 
. )ui't not much longer have extended Ids uiurped 
iaiinillration. 


Bi; j’ wlieti that potent hand was remov-;d. which 
niduiVed the government, every one expected a 
I'.Jdeii dillolutlon of the unwieldy and iihi<dnted 
.xioric. Ricliard, a young man of no experience, 
x hicated in the coimtrv, accidtomtd to 'a retired 
life, imacejuainted with the oflicers, and mikuown 
I I them, recommended by no military exploits, en- 
vl'-aied by no tamiliarities, coukl not long, it was 
dioughr, maintain that authority, which his father 
h.id acquired by fo many valorous achievements 
and fuch fignal fuccelfcs. And when itVas obferv- 
(.d, that he poflclfed only the virtues of private life, 

V Inch in his fituation were fo many vices ; that in- 
lioleucc, incapacity, irrefolution, attended his facility 
•cad good nature ; the varivms hopes of men were 
<-veiled by the expeefation of fome great event or 
uxolution. h'or fome time, however, the public 
c<i.s difappointed in this opinion. The council re- 
' .vcpdCcd the fuccefhon of Richanl: Fleetwood, in 
uiic.fe favour, it was fuppofed, Crbmwel had for- protedttr. 
racrly made a will, renounced all claim or preten- 
- ni to the protectorlhip; Henry, Richard’s brother, 

V' ho governed Ireland with popularity, cafured him 
d'e ubcdience of that kingdom : Monk, whofe autho- 
r ty was well eflablilhed in Scotland, bcing«much 
;!Madi'.-il to the family of Cromwel, immediately, 
‘':oclaimed the new protccdor: The army^ every 
■> here, the lleet, ackiuHvledgcd his title: Above 


idiiety addlell’es, from rile counties and moft confi- • 
aide corporations, congratulated him on his accef- 
-e:i, in ;'.il die terms of dutiful allegitnit^ : Imreigu 

U ; miniiters 
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C H A p. minifters were forward in paying him the ufual 
^ r t-ompliinents; And Richard, whofe moderate, un- 
j,6js. ambitious charadcr never would have led him to 
contend for empire, was tempted to accept of fo 
rich an inheritance, which feemed to be tendered to 
him bv the conlent of ftll mankind. 


A pnili.!- 
nu'uf. 


It was found iiccuflary to call a parliament, in 
order to furnifh fupplies, both for the ordinary ad- 
ininiitration, and ior lullilliiig thofe engagements 
with foreign princes, particularly Sweden, into w Inch 
the late prote^litor had entered, lu hopes of obtain, 
ing greater influence in elections, the ancient right 
was rcllored tOi.all the fmall boroughs; and^the 
counties were allowed no more than their ufual 
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members. The houfe of peers, or the otiier houfe, 
coniiltcdofthci'amcperibiis diat had been appointed 
by Oliver. 

Ali. the commons, at rufl:, figned, without hefi- 
tatiun, an efigagemcnt not to alter the prelenr go¬ 
vernment. They next pr'oceeded to examine //c 
humble petition and advice \ and after great oppoli- 
tioii and many whement debates, it was at length, 
with much ditficulry, panied by the court-j)arty to 
confirm it. An acknowledgment too of the au¬ 
thority of the other houfe was extorted from them ; 
though it was ref lived not to treat this houfe of 
peers with any greater refpeft than they fljould re¬ 
turn to thecommons. A declaration was alfo made, 


that the eflabliflnnent of the other houfe (hould no 


wife prejudice the right of I'ue'h of the ancient peers 
as had, from the beginning‘of the war, adhered io 
the parliament. But in all thefe proceedings, the 
oppolipon among the common.s was fo confiderable, 
and the debates were fo much prolonged, that all 
‘bufinefs was retarded,' and great alarm given to the 
partifan's of the young protector. 

But there ^va.s another quarter from which greater 
dangers were jufily apprehended. The molt con- 
fidprablt ofiicers of the army, and even Fleetwood, 

' brother- 
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brother-in-law to the proteftor, were entering into CHAP, 
cabals againft him. No character in human lociety ^ 

is more dangerous than that of the fanatic ; becaufe, 16^9 
ii attended with weak judgment, he is expofed to 
the luggeftions of others ; if fupported by more dif- 
ccriuncnt, he is entirely governed by his own illu- 
hons, wliich fanctify his moft fclfilh views and paf- 
iions. Meetwood was of the former fpecies ; and 
he was extremely addidled to a republic, and even 
to^he filth monarchy or dominion of the faints, it 
wa's tafy lor thole, who had inlinuated themfelves 
into his confidence, to inllil dilgufts againll the 
eignity ol proteftor. The whole* republican party 
in the army, which was Hill conliderable, Fitz, 

]\'i:ilba, Mots, l^arlcy, united themfelves to that ge¬ 
neral. The ollicers too of tUe fame party, whom 
Cromwcl had dilcarded, Overton, Ludlow, Kith, 

Okey, Alured, began to appear, and to recover that 
authority, which had been only for a time lufpeiuled. 

A party likcwil'e,’ who found themfelves eclipfcd in 
Richard’s favour, Sydenham, Kclfey, Berry, Haines, 
joined the cabal of the others. * Even Delborow, 
the protector’s uncle, lent bis authority to that fac¬ 
tion. But above all, the intrigues of Lambert, 
u'ho was now roufed from his retreat, inflamed ali 


thofe dangerous humours, and threatened the nation 
with fome great convulfion. The difeontented of- 
licers eltablilhed their meetings in ’ Fleetwood’s 
apartments ; and becaufe he dwelt in Wallingford- 
houfe, the party received a denomination from that 


^jlace. 

Ricii.\rd, who poflefl'ed neither refolution nor 
penetration, was prevailed on to give an unguarded iord-^^ 


conlbut for calling a general council of officers, who 


might make him propofais, as they prete/ided, for 


the good of the army. No fooner were they aflem- 
blcd tha*n they voted. a rcmonftrance. They there 
lamented, that the good old caufe^ as they termed it, 

U 4 • » ’ that 
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C IT A p. tliat is, ihc caufe for which they huJ euga,qcd againft 

neglfcCiL-d ; and they pro- 
j6jy. pofed as a remedy, that the whole military power 
fhould be- cnirulk'd to fome porfon, in whom they 
might all conhde. The city militia, influenced by 
two aklerincn, 'I'ichburn and ireton, CKprefled the 
ianie reloliition of adhering to {he ^ood old CiUifc. 

'riii- proteftor was julHy alarmed at thole move¬ 
ments among the oliicers. The perfons in whom 
ho chiefly confided, were, all of them, exce])tiBg 
Broghill, men of civil charafters and profellions; 
Fiennes, '1 hurloe, ^Vhitlocke, Wollcy •, who 
could only affill h*im with their advice and opinion, 
lie piifl'cfled none of thole arts which were jiropcr 
t(' ga.in an Citliufiallic anny. Murmin-s Ixing 
throvvn out againll; lome proinoiions which he laid 
made, U (idd yen hjve me laid p)'jer yioic but 
ihi rv.nVi’ Unc is ]i.":olrji>v, continued he, 

lu/'O can nc'!i!\.y pruy vor prcuch \ yet •;:v 7 / J iruft 
hau before ye all . 'I'his imprudence gave great 
olh rue to rl'e pjLfei-di d h ints. J he other qualities 
of the proievtt<r wtC ' correrpoudeiu to thefe fenti- 
menrs: Me was of a gentle, iuiniane, and generous 
dirpoliij.:;-.. Some of his party ofleiing to put an 
end to tlioie intrigues by the death of Lambert, he 
dcctmcd, that he would not purchafe power or do- 
jnii.iotj hy fuel- languinary meafures. 

Tiir. parliainent was no lels alarmed at the mi¬ 
litary c ibals. d'hey voted tha.t there fhould be no 
meeting or general council of^ officers, except with 
the protcklur’s confent, or by his orders. This 
vote broug'it affairs immediately to a rupture. 
The oflicers haflciied to Richard, and demanded of 
hi»n the dilTolution of tfie parliament, Defbdiow, 
a man of ?. clownifli and brutal nature, threatened 
him, if he fliould refufe compliance. Tfhe pro¬ 
testor wanted the refolution-’to deny, and pof- 


felted 
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TefTcd little ability to refifl:. The parliament was C li a p. 
ciiilblveci; and bv the fame aft, the proteftor was, LXII. 
by every oi.e, confulercd as ciTcftually dethroned. ' 
iDoon alter, he his deTOMlion in form. April 

Ki:nrv, tile deputy of Ireland, was endov/ed 
with the fame moderate dlfnolilion as Richard ; but 
as he poffeiied mote vij:()ur and capacity, it was 
apprehended ihet he niu’ht make rcfiltancc. llis 
j'opidarity in ivcia.ui was great; and even his per-*' 
foijai authoriiy, 'lot’-dthliaiuling his y<vjth, was 
coliilclerabie. Had !iis -"ri' iiion bet r- .cry eager, 
he had, no doubl, been aide to create d''i,urbancc: 

But beinff rlneat-.ned fir I lardtiofs V/aller, colo- 
nei John Jones, and oiher oniccrs, he very quietly 
refigneil his command, and retired to England, 
lit tia,] once cn'ert.dned tho,ueh's, which he had 
not reddlution to execute, of proclaiming the king 
in Duhdin 

Tiitis fell fuddetily, and from an enormous 
height, but by a* rare fortune, without any iiuri or 
injury, the family of the Croimvels. Richard con¬ 
tinued to poliei's an tdlate which was moderate, and 
burtheiied coo with a large doht, which he had con- 
trafted j'or the interment of his-father. After the 
red oration, though he remained unmolcfted, he 
thought proper to travel for foine years; and at 
Eezenus in Languedoc he w’as introduced, under a 
borrowed name, to the prince of Conti. That 
prince, talking of Englifii aliairs, broke out into 
admiration of Cromwcl’s' courage and capacity. 

*“ But as for that poor pitiful fellow, Richard," 
faid he, “ what has become of him ? How could 

he be fuch a blockhead as to reap no greater 
" benefit from all his father’s crimes and fuccefles?” 

Richard erctended his peaceful and quiet life to in 
extreme old age, and dicdyiot till the latter end of 
queen i^nne’s reign.His focial virtues, more va- 


» Carte'ii Coliedioin, vol. ii. 9.243* • 


luable 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


4 


99S 


chap, luable than the greatcfi capacity, met with a recom- 
penfe, more precious than noify fame, and more 
luitable, contentment and tranquillity. 

The council of officers, now polfelfed of fupreme 
authority, deliberated what form of government 
they Ibould cliablilh. Many of them feemed in¬ 
clined to excrcile the power of the fword in the 
moll open manner; hut as it was apprehended that 
‘the pto})lc would with great difliculty be induced to 
pay taxes, levied by arbitrary will and plcalure;,it 
was agreed to preferve the fhadow of civil adininit'- 
tration, and to revive the long parliament, which 
had been txpelhd by Clromwel. d'hat alfembly 
could not be diilolved, it was alllrtcd, but by their 
own confent; and violence had interrupted, but 
was not able to deftro^f, their right to government. 
The officers alio expeCled that, as thefe members 
had fufficienrly felt t leir f)wn vveakneis, they would 
be contented to act in fubordinaiioii to the military 
commanders, and would thenceforth allow all the 
authority to remain where the power was fo vifibly 
veiled. 


1 ’he officers applied tp Lenthal, the fpeaker, and 
propofed to him, that the parliament ffiould refume 
their feats. Lenthal w'as of a low, timid fpirit; 
and being uncertain what ilTue nnght attend thefe 
meafures, was defirous of evading the propofal. 
He replied, that he could by no means comply with 
the dehre of the. officers; being engaged in a bufi- 
nefs of far greater importance fo himfelf, which he 
could not omit on any account*, becaufeit concerned* 
the falvation of his own foul. The officers prefl'ed 
him to tell what it might he. lie was preparing, 
he faid, to participate of the Lord’s fnpper, which 
hd rcfolved to take^ next Sabbath. I'hey infilled, 
that merejf was preferable to facrifice, and that he 
could not better prepare himfelf for that grdatduty, 
than by contributing to the public fervice. All their 
remonftraiices. had no effect. Howe^'cr, on thea])- 

pointed 



THE COMMONWEALTH.' 


299 

pointed day, the fpeaker, being informed that a c H A p. 
quorum of the houfe was likely to meet, thought 
proper, notwithllauding the falvation of his foul, as ,659. 
Luillow <>bferves, to join them ; and the houfe im¬ 
mediately proceeded upon bufinefs. T'lie fecluded 
members attempted, but in vain, to refume their 
feats among them. 

Tut numbers of this parliament were fmall, little 
exceeding feveuty members : Their authority in tl>6 mnip re¬ 
nation, ever lince they had been purged by the 
army, was extremely diminiflied ; and after their 
expulfion had been totally annihilated : But being 
all of them men of violent ambition ; fonte of them 
melt of experience and capacity; they were refolved, 

/ince they enjoyed the title of the fupreme authority, 
and )blervetl that I'ome appearance of a parliament 
was requilite lor the purpofes of the army, not to 
acf a fubordinate part to thofe who acknowledged 
themfelves their fervants. They chofe a council, 
in which they took care that the officers of Walling- 
ford-houfe Ihould not be the majority: They a}5- 
pointed Fleetwood lieutenant-general, but inferted 
in his commiffion, that it lliould only continue du¬ 
ring the pleafure of the* houfe: I’hey chofe feven 
perfons who Ihould nominate to fuch commands as 
became vacant: And they voted, that all commif- 
lions ffiould be received from the fpeaker, and be 
alligncd by him in the name of ihe.houfe. Thefe 
precautions, the tendency of which was vifible, gave 
great difgull to the general officers ; and their dif- 
contem would immediately have broken out into ‘ 
fome refolution fatal to the parliament, had it not 
been checked by the apprehcnfions of danger from 
the common enemy. 

Till-; bulk of the nation confifled of royalifts^and 
preibyteriaus ; and to both thefe parties the domi¬ 
nion ef the pretended parliament had ever been to 
the lalt degree odious. When that aflembly \vas 
expelled by Cromwel, contempt had fucceeded to 

* hatred; 
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liatrcd ; and nc; 5\fc-vc: had brcii ufcd in cxprcfTin^ 
ri'c uliin'fi apainii ihe impotent ambiliou 

ol thde uh’ipeis. becioy; them rchiflarcd in autho¬ 
rity, all orders <;{ men f It i:te I'irihcfl indi,^nation ; 
fo^etiier with apprdteni;.'ns, lelL iiich tyrannieal 
ru'i.::; lluidd LX.'vt ihci" nfj'.lci bv takincr venm."an('c 
t'Pw'! tii.-’r cneimes, v:ho had io (.p.tr^ly inbulred 
ij'.,: a. A feerer rtcondiiad in, tliorciorc, v. a.; made 
K‘.v\^en tite riv.-.l n.iviics; ar.d it was agiced, that, 
bur-'!';.; [or!':: v entuities in oblivion, all efloils 
liio/.ild be uie'l .’or ihc overthrow of the rump ; Jb 
they called i ’.e {'ailiamcnt, in alli’;'ioii to thar pan 
of the aJiima’i bo^jy. '1 ne pieihvteriati:., fenriblc, 
iront experience, that their paihoii lor iiberly, how¬ 
ever laudable, had carried them into uuwrrrantable 
excefibs, were willing to lay afiJe anclem jvaloiifies, 
and, at all Iiazards, to rellorc the loyai family. 
'I'he nobility, the gentry bent their pallionate en¬ 
deavours to the fame enterprire, by which alone 
they could be redeemed frt)in flavery. And no 
man was fo remote from )>arry, fo indillcrent to 
public good, as n('t. to feci the mofl ardent wiflies 
for the diirolntion of that tyranny which, whetlicr tfie 
civil or the military part of it were confidcred, ap¬ 
pealed equally opprcili ve and ruinous to the nation 
MoRnAUNT, who had -fo narrowdy efcaped on 
his trial before the high-court of juflice, feemed 
rather animated than daunted with pait danger; and 
having, by his refolulc behaviour, obtained the 
higheft confidence of the rbyal party, he was now 
become tlir centre of all their confpiracies. In 
many counties, a refolution was raken to rife in 
arms. Lord VVillougliby of Parham and fir Ho¬ 
ratio Tcrvvnlliend undertook to fecurc Lynne; ge¬ 
neral MaO'f y engaged to feize Glocefter ; Lord 
Newport, Littleton, and other gentlemen, confpired 
to take polibfiion ol Shrcwilnuy ; fir George'Jjooih 
of Lheffcr; fir Thomas Middleton of North Wales; 
Arundel, Pollar, Gjanvillc, 'J’lvlaw'ncy, of Plymouth 

' - and 
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and Exeter. A clay was appointed for the execu- c it A P. 
lion of all thefe enterprifes. Anti the king, attended 
by the duke of York, had fccrctly arrived at Calais, 
with a refolution of putting himfelf at the head oif 
his loyal fubjects. 'Ehc 1 Vnneh court had proniifed 
»o fapply him wifli a Iniali body of forces, in order 
to countenance the infun eel ions of the Englifli. 

'fills combination was liircoiiccrred by the infide¬ 
lity of fir Richard Wiiiis. 'i'hat traitor continued 
'.cjili tile parliament the fame corrcfpondence w'hich 
ill' luui begun with Crnniwel. fie had engaged to re¬ 
veal all conlpiracifcs, fi far as to deRroy their cfiedl; 
but referved to Liniklf, if he pleafed, the power of 
concealing the coulrirators. lie took care never 
to name any of llic old, g 'nrine cavaliers, who had 
acalouRy adh.cred, and ■' .,rc icfolvcd Rill to adhere, 

'o the royal caufe in eve.)• iv'-rtune. 'rhefe men 'ue 
eitccincd ; thefe he even loved. He betrayed onh' 
tile new converts among the preRiytcrians, or lucii 
lukewarm royuliRs, us, dil’couraged with their dil- 
i.'pjHiinrmcnts, were refolved to expofe thcnifolvcs 
TO no more hazards. A lively'proof Ijow impcfll- 
ble it is even for the nuiR corrupted minds to 
flivcR thcmfclvcs of all regard to inorality and 
focial duty! 

Many of the confpirators in the different coun- 
tics w^ere thrown into prifon: Others, aRoniiked at 
inch fyitiptoms of fecrct treachery, left their houi'er, 
or remained quiet: 'I’hc molt tempeltuous weather 
’prevailed during the whole time appointed lor the 
• leiidezvoufes; infomuch that fome found it impof- 
Rble to join their friends, and others w'cre dlfinayed 
v.itli fear and fuperltilion at an incident fo unulual 
during the fumnier feafon. Of all the projecls, the 
only one whicli took eileef was that of Rr George 
Uooth for the feizing of Chcftcr. 'The carl of 
Iferby,* lord Herbert of Cherbury, Mr. Lee, cp- 
lonel Morgan, entered i;no this entcrprilc. Sir 
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William Middleton joined Booth with foine troops 
from North-Wales; and the malcontents were 
powerful enou;di to fubdue all in that ncipflibour- 
hotjd who ventured to oppofc them. In their de¬ 
claration they made no mention of the king: They 
only demanded a free and full parliament. 

Titk }iarliament was juftly alarmed. How com- 
bullible the materials, they well knew ; and the fire 
was now fallen among them. Booth was of a fa¬ 
mily eminently preibyterian ; -and his conjunclicvn 
with the royalifts they regarded as a dangerous 
fymptom. They had many officers whofe fidelity 
they could more depend on than that of Lambert: 
But there was no one in whofe vigilance and capa¬ 
city they repofed fuch confidence. They commif- 
fioned him to fupprefs.the rebels. He made incre¬ 
dible hafte. Booth imprudently ventured hiinfclf 
out of the walls of Chefter, and expofed, in the 
open field, his raw troops againfl. thefe hardy vete¬ 
rans. He was fjon routed and taken prifoner. His 
whole army was difperfed. And the parliament had 
no farther occupation than to fill all the jails with 
their open or lecret enemies. Defigns were even 
entertained of tranfporting the loyal families to Bar- 
badocs, Jamaica, and the other colonies; lefl they 
fhould propagate in England children of the fame 
malignant afl'eftions wit i themfclves. 

This fuccefs haftened the ruin of the parliament. 
Lambert, at the head of a body of troops, was no 
lefs dangerous to them than Booth. A thoufand 
pounds, which they fent him to buy a jewel, were * 
employed by him in liberalities to his officers. At 
his inftigation they drew up a petition, and tranf- 
mitted it to Fleetwood, a weak man, and an honeft, 
if'fincerity in folly deforVe that honourable name. 
The import of this petition was, that Fleetwood 
Ibould be made commander in..clnef, Lambfert ma- 
ipr-gcneral, Delborow lieutenant-general of the 
*■ . » , horfe. 
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horfe. Monk major-general of the foot. To which c it a p. 
a demand was added, that no officer fliould be dif- LXii. 
mifficd from his command but by a court-martial. 

The parliament, alarmed at the danger, imme¬ 


diately cafhiered Lambert, Delborow, Berry, Clarke, 
Barrow, Kelley, Cobbet, Sir Arthur Mnzelrig 
propt)fed the impeachment of l.ambert for high 
trcalbn. Fleetwood’s commiliion was vacated, and 


the command of the army was veiled in feven per- 
lons, of whom that general was one. The parlia- 
mfnt voted, that they would have no more general 
officers. And they declared it high treafon to levy 
any money without conlent of parliament. 

But thefe votes were feeble weapons in oppofi- 
tion to the fwords of the foldiery. Lambert drew 
fome troops together, in order to decide the con- 
troverfy. Okey, who was leading his regiment to 
the affillancc of the parliament, was deferted by 
them. INlorley and Mofs brought their regiments 
into Palace-yard, refolute to oppofe the violence of 
Lambert. But that artful general knew an eafy 13th O.t. 
way of difappolming them. He placed his fddiers 
i9 the llreets which lead to Weftminller-hall. When 


the fpeaker came in his coach, he ordered tlie horfes 
to be turned, and very civilly condudled him home. 
The other members were in like manner intercepted. 
And the two regiments in Palace-yard,' obCerving 
that they were expofed to dcrifioii, peaceably retired 
to their quarters. A little before this* bold enter- 
prife, a folemn fall had been kept by the army ; 
and it is remarked, * that this ceremony wms the 
ufual prelude to every fignal violence which they 
committed. 


XlKMlt v*S- 
pclkd. 


The officers found themfclves again ‘invefled 
with'fupreme authority, of. which they intended for 
ever to retain the fubftance, however they might 
bellow pn others the empty lhadow or appearance. 

They clefted a comihittee of 'twenty-three perfons", z6thoa 
of whom feveh were officers. Thefe they pretended 


to 
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to inveft with fovtrei'^n autliority; and they called 
tliem a committee of fafety. They I'poke every 
where of J'uninioning a parliament chofen by the 
pec.plej but they really took fome fteps towards 
afltinbling a mil tary parliamentj coinpofcd of offi. 
cers eltclcd from t very regiment in the fervice 
Throughout the three kingdoms there prevailed 
nothing but the mtlanchuly fears, t<) the nobility 
.and gentry, of ablo.ily nu'fl'icrc am! txttr?niiia- 
tion ; to the rell of theptopk, ol perjjctiial i’ervi-, 
tude, beneath thofe lancliiied la bheis, whide union 
and whole divifions would be eqiiaiiv iicftructivc, 
and w'liC), iintler pretence ol iuperioi i'lumi.nations, 
would loon extirpate, il puHibic. ai! private mora¬ 
lity, as tJicv had already .i''ne :di public law and 
ji’.'licc Iroin the Brilifh do'eniimis. 

Durino the lime tiiac Iv dand conriiiued in this 

I > 

diftrafted condition, the : thcr kingdoms of Europe 
were hallcning toward • a compofurc ol thofe dill’cr- 
ences by w’uich they had fo li-i\g been agitated. 
The parliament, while it puel'ervcd auihority, in- 
fteacl of following the Imprudent pol.ilc of Crom- 
wcl, and Icnding aihuanct. the c: :i ;uc;ing Sw^ed^j 
embraced the maxim,; of the Dutch'commonwealth, 
and refolved, in ctui'junfiion with that date, to me¬ 
diate by force an accommodation between the 
northern crowns. Montague was lent witliafqua- 
dron to the Baltic, and carried with him as ambaf- 
fador Ahrernon Sidney, the celeh-mted republican. 
Sidney Juund the SwediiJi monarch employed in the 
fiege of Copenhagen, the capVal of his enemy; and^ 
was highly pleafed, that, with a Roman arrogance, 
he could check the pre^grefs of royal viduries, and 
difplay in fo fignal a manner tlie fuperlority of free¬ 
dom above tyranny. W.hh the higheffc indignation, 
the ambitious prince was obliged to fubmit to the im¬ 
perious mediation of the two commor\wealths. 

It is cruel,” faid he, “ fhat laws fliould be 


“ LuJIgw. 


preferIbed 
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prcfcribed me by parricides and pedlers.” But 
bis whole army was eiiclofed in an iiland, and 
be Itarved by the combined Iquadrons of England 
and Holland. He was obliged, therefore, to quit his 
prey, when he had fo nearly gotten pofieflion of it; 
and having agreed to a pacification with Denmark, 
he retired into his own country, where he foou after 
died. 

Till, wars between France and Spain were alfo; 
concluded by the treaty of the Pyrenees, 'i’hafe 
uiiitnofitics had long been carried on between th« 
liVal llaics, even while governed by a filler and 
brother, who cordially loved and ci'tccnied each 
other. Blit politics, which had ib long prevailed 
over thclfe friendly affections, now at luff yielded to 
their influence ; and never was the triumph more 
full and complete. The Spanifli Low Countries, if 
not every part of that monarchy, lay almoft entirely 
at the mercy of its enemy. Broken armies, difor- 
dered finances, flow and irrefolute couni’els ; by 
tilde refources alone were the difperfed provinces of 
Spain defended againft the vigorous power of 
I'Vancc. But the queen regent; anxious for the 
fate of her brother, employed her authority with 
the cardinal to flop the progrefs of the French coa- 
quefts, and put an end to a quarrel which, being 
commenced by ambition, and attended with viftory, 
was at laft concluded with moderation. The young 
monarch of France, though afpiring arfd warlike in 
his character, was at this time entirely occupied in 
the pleafiires of love and gallantry, and had paflively 
•I'digned the reins of empire into the hands of his 
politic minifler. And he remained an unconcerned 
fpcitator ; while an opportunity for conquelt was 
part^jd with, which he never was able, during the 
whole courfe of his aftive feign, fully to retrieve. 

1'he xninifters of the two crowns. Mazarine and 
don Louis de Haro, met at the foot of the Pyrenefe.% 
in the ifle of Pheafaiits, a place which was fuppofed 
to belong to neither kingdom.. The ifegotiatioa 
VoL, VII, X being 


365 

tl A P. 
I.XII. 



■HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



^ ixfi ^ brought to an iflue by frequent conferences 

. . between the minifters, the monarchs thcmfelveti 

agreed to a congrefs; and thefe two fplcndid courts 
appeared in their full luftre aniidft thoi'e favage 
mountains. Philip brought his daughtw, Mary 
'I’herefe^ along vi'ith him ; and giving her in mar¬ 
riage to his nephew, Louis, endeavoured to cement 
by this new tic the incompatible intcrcfts of the two 
tuonarchies. The French king made a folemn re¬ 
nunciation ol every fucceffion, which might accrue 
to him in right of his confort} a vain formality, tpo 
T. eak to relb ain the ungoverned ambition of princes. 

I'tJK affairs of ICngland were in fo great difordcr, 
iltat it was not pojiibic to comprehend that king¬ 
dom in the treaty, or adjufl. meafures with a power 
v.'hicli was in i'uch incelfant flutluation. The king, 
reduced to del pair by-the failure of all enterprifes for 
his relloration, was rcfolved to try the weak refource 
of foreign fuccours j and he went to the Pyrenees 
at the time when the two mlniflers were in the 
midfl of their negotiations. Don Louis received 
him with tha* generous civility peculiar to his na¬ 
tion ; and exprefll-d great inclination, had the low 
condition oi Spain allowed him, to give afliftance 
,to the diftrcffecl monarch. The cautious Mazarine, 
pleading the alliance of France with the Englifli 
{ximmonwealth, refufed even to fee him ; and 
though the king offered to marry the cardinal’s 
niecehe •could, for the prefenr, obtain nothing 
but empty profeflions of refpeild, and proteflations 
f>f fervices. The condition of that monarch, to all 
the world, feemed totaHy defperate. His friendfi 
had been baffled in every attempt for his fervice: 
The I'ciijflold had often dreamed with the blood ol 
the more aftive royalifls : The fpirits of many were 
firoken with tedious imprifonments : The edates of 
all were “burihened by the fines and confifeation.s 
.which had been levied upon them : No c-ne durft 
©peiily avow himfelf of that party: And fo fmall 
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did their number fccm to a fupernclal view, that, CHAP, 
even flioiilcl the nation recover its liberty, v.-hich 
was deemed no-wile probable, it was judged uncer- 
Mill \v!iat form of government it would embrace. 

Iki: ainllt all thele gloomy prolpccfs, fortune, bv a 
i'urprifmg revolution, was lanv j-’aving iiie way fur 
tile Ring to mount, in peace and triumph, the 
throne of bis ancedors. It v.as Isv tlic nriulence 

i 

and loyalty of general Mordt, that this happy change 
was at iaft accompllfied. 

Gvor<je Monk, to whom tiie fate was referved 
of ’re-ellablilhinu’ monarchy, and fmiihing the 


-rd 


iM >!>;, 




bloodv (liiTcnlions (d three kingdoms, was the f:- 

rund I'on of a fauiily in DcMun'hive, ancient and 

honourable, but lately, from 100 great horpitality. 

and cxpcncc, fomewliat fallen to decay. He Ijctoob 

himfell, in early youth, ic' thcj^rof-iiion of anus; 

and was engaged in the nrd'ortunate txj'-.diiions to 

Cadi'/, and the ifle of Rhe. Alter linebuid laid 

• * 

‘ oncluded peace with all licr neighbours, lie fought 
nhlitary experience in the Low Count? ies, ihe great 
f hool of war to all the Kuropean nr.tions; ami he 
•I-fe to the command oi a company*undei lord Go- 
.riiig. 7 'his company conflted ol ai'o men, oi 
whom a hundred were volunteers, often men (<f fa- 
inilv and fortune, fometimes noblemen vho lived 
?ipuu their own income in a fplenditl manner. Such 
a iniiitavv turn at that time prevailed among the 
bnyliih 

\Vhi:n the found of wmr ^was frfl: heard in tiii:'; 
‘Hand, Monk returned to England, p-arriy denrous 
o(*pri)motiou in his native country, partly difgulle t 
with fome ill ufage from the States, of which he 
hmiid reafon to complain. Upon the Scotrifri pa- 
■^ificatian, he was employed by the earl of Lciccltcr 
aoainlt the Irifli rebels ; and having obtained a regi- 
inentj was.foon taken notice of, for his military 
^hill, and for his calm and deliberate valour. With- 
<^ut ofrentatiou, cxpence, or carelfcs, mcrelv by 

X 2 . • ' ' hi^ 
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C II A p. hIs humane and equal temper, he gained the good 
Lxu. ^jjj foldiery ; who, with a mixture of fami- 

liarity and afledion, ufually called him boncji George 
Monk ; an honourable appellation, which they ftill 
continued to him, even during his grealefl eleva¬ 
tion. He was remarkable for his moderation in 


party ; and while all around him were inflamed into 
rage againft the oppofite fadion, he fcdl under fuf- 
picion fiom the candour and tranquillity of his be¬ 
haviour. When the Irifh army was called over into 
Kngland, funnifes of this kind had been fo far cre¬ 
dited, that he had even been fufpended from his 
command, and ordered to Oxford, that he might 
anfwer the charge laid againft him. HIs eftablifii- 
ed chavader for truth and iinctrity here flood him 
in great (lead ; aqd upon his earneft proteflations 
and declarations, he was fooji reflored to his regi¬ 
ment, which he joined at the fiege of Nantwich. 
The day after his arrival, Fairfax attacked and de¬ 
feated the royalifls, commanded'by Biron ; and took 
colonel Monk prifoner. He was lent to the 
Tower, where he endured, about two years, all the 
rigours of poverty /and confinement. The king, 
however, was fo mindful as to fend him, iiotwith- 
flanding his own difficulties, a prefent of loo gui¬ 
neas ; but it W'as not till after the royalifls were to¬ 
tally fubdued, that he recovered his liberty. Monk, 
however-diftrefTed, had always refufed the mofl; In¬ 
viting offers from the parliament: But Cromwel, 
fenfible of his merit,' having folicited him to engage 
in the w^ars againft the lri<fli, who w'cre confidg'cd 
as rebels both by king and parliament; he was not 
unwiliing to repair his broken fortunes by accepting 
a command which, he flattered hiinfclf, was recon¬ 
cilable to the flrittefl principles of honour. Hav¬ 
ing oficc engaged w'ith the parliament, he was ob- 
lieed to obey orders ; and found himfelf neceflitated 
to fight, both againft thef marquis of Ormond m 
Ireland, and againfl the king himfelf in Scotland. 

3 Upon 
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!;pon the reduftion of the latter kingdom. Monk ctiAP, 
left with the fupreme command i and by the LXil. 
equality and juftice of his adminiftration, he was ^ 
able to give contentment to that reftlefs people, now * 

I educed to fubjeftion by a nation whom they hated. 

No Icfe acceptable was Ims authority to the ofheers 
and foldiers; and forefeeing, that the good-will of 
the army under his command might fomc time be 
of great fervice to him, he had. with inucli care 
and fuccefs, cultivated their friendlhip. 

'i'wE connexions which he had formed with 
Croinwcl, his benefadfor, preferved him faithful to 
Kichard, who had been enjoined by, his father to 
follow in every thing the diredlionsof general Monk. 

\\'hen the long parliament w'as rellortd, Mtmk, who 
vas not prepared for oppofitipn, acknowledged 
their authority, and was continued in his command, 

Iroin which it w'ould not have been fafe to attempt 

diili dging him. After the army had expelled the Monkde- 


tefolvcd, as he pretended, 
privileges. Deeper defigns, either, in the king’s 
i;ivour or his own, were, from the beginning, fuf- 
pedfed to be the motive of his adions. 

A RiVALSHiP had long fubfifted between him and 
Lambert; and every body faw the realbn why 
he oppofed the elevation 9^ that ambitious general, 
by whofe fuccefs his own i^jithority, he knew, would 
Iboii be fubverted- But little friendlhip had ever 
iubfifted between him and the parliamentary leaders ; 

it feemed no-wil‘e probable, that he intended to 
employ his induftry, and Ipend his blood, for the 
advancement of one enemy above another. How 
early he entertained defigns for the king’s rellora- 
tion, we know not with certamty: It is likely, that 
as foon as Richard was depofed, he forefaw, that 
without fufh an expedient, it would be impolTible 
®ver to bring the nation to a regular fettlement. 
His elder and younger brothers were devoted to the 

X 3 ' ‘ royal 


gainlt the violence, and I'"' 
to vindicate their invaded 


piuluunciit, he protelled a 
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royal caufc : The Granvillcs, his near relations, and 
all the refl ot his kindred, wore in the fame interefts; 
He hiinfdf was intoxicated with no fumes of enthu- 
fiafm, ami liad maintained no connexions with any 
of the ianatical'tribe. early engagements had 

been with the king, and he had left that fervice 
^^^thout receiving any difguft from the royal family. 
Since he had inliiled himleU with theoppofite party, 
hc'had been guilty of no violence or rigour, which 
might render him t)bnoxious. His return, tkere* 
fore, to loyalty, was eafy and open; and nothing 
could be fuppofed to counterbalance his natural pro- 
penfity to that meafure, except the views of his 
own elevation, and the profpcct of ufurping the fame 
grandeur and authority which had been ailunied by 
Cromwcl. But from fuch exorbitant, if not impoi- 
fiblc projects, the natural tranquillity and modera¬ 
tion of his temper, the calmnefs and folidity of his 
genius, n<M to mention his age^ now upon the de¬ 
cline, feern to have fet him at a dillance. Cromw ti 


hiinfcH, he always alTerted could not long have 
maintained his* ufurpation ; and any other perfcui 
even ecjual to him in* genius, it was obvious, wouUl- 
now find it more difficult to pradlife arts, of which 
every one, from experience, was fufficiently aware. 
It is more agreeable, therefore, to rcafon as well as 


candour, to fuppofc thaT'Monk, as foon as he put 
himfelf in motion, had entertained views of effecting 


the king’s reftoratior;; nor ought any objedtions, 
derivcil from his profound filence even to Charles 
hirnfelf, to be regarded as confiderablc. His temper 
was naturally referved ; his circuinftances required 
diffimulation ; the king, he knew, was furrounded 
with fples and traitors ; and upon the whole,dt fecnis 
hard tp interpret that condudl, which ought to exalt 
our idea of his prudence, as a difparag-ement of his 
proiiity. 


Sir 


• * .Gumbprs Life of MonU> p. 93. 
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Sir John Granville, hoping that the general 
would engage in the king’s fervice, font into Scot- . 
land his younger brother, a clergyman, Dr. Monk, 16^9. 
xvho carried him a letter and invitation from the 
king. When the dotlor arrived, h.c found that his 
brother was thf-n holding a council of officers, and 
uas not to be Icen for Ibme hours. In the mean 
time, he was received and entertained by Price, the 
;;cncral’s chaplain, a man of probity, as well as a 
pariil'an of the king’s. The dodlor having an en- 
1 ire* confidence in the chaplain, talked very freely 
to him about theobir**:! of his journey, and engaged 
iiiin, if there fhould be occalion, 10 tcond his appli¬ 
cations. At lall, the general arrives; the brothers 
embrace ; aiKl alter iome preliminary converfation. 

The doflor opens his bullacls.. Monk interrupted 
him, to know whether he had ever before to any 
body mentioned the fubjcct. “To no body,” re¬ 
plied his brother, “ but to Price, whom I know to 
“ be entirely in your confidence.” Ihe general, 
iltering his countenance, turned the difeourfe; and 
would enter into no farther confidence with him, 
hut fent him away with the l^rlt opportunity. He 
would not trult his own brother the moment he 
knew that he had difclofed the fecret; though to a 
man whom he himfelf could have truftedr. 

His conduct in all other particulars was full of 
the fame referve and prudence ; and no lefs was re- 
Tjuifite for effedting the difficult work which he had 
undertaken. All the officers in his army, of whom 
li€ entertained any fufpicion, he immediately ca- 
ihiered ; Cobbet, who had been fent by the com- 
niittee of fafety, under pretence of communicating 
their jcfolutions to Monk, but really with a view 
ot debauching his army, hc'committed to cuftody :• 

He drew together the fevcral fcattered regiments: 

He furainoned an aflonbly, fomewhat refembling ^ 
a convention of Hates; and having communicated 

y Lord L.mfdovin’*: dc'cnce of genrval Monk.’ 
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CHAP, to them his refolution of marching into England, he 
received a feafonable, though no great fupply of 
^<>$ 9 - money. 

Hearing that Lambert was advancing north¬ 
ward with his army. Monk fent Clobcry and two 
other commiflioners to London, with large profef- 
fions of his inclination to peace, aiui with offers of 
terms for an accommodation. His chief aim was to 
gain time, and relax the preparations of his ene¬ 
mies. The committee of fafety fell into the fnare. 
A treaty was figned by Monk’s commiflioners; but 
he rciufed to ratify it, and complained tliat they had 
exceeded their .powers. He defired, however, to 
enter into a new negotiation at Newcaltlc. The 
committee willingly accepted this fallacious offer. 

Kovrm. Meanwhu.e thefe military lovereigns found 
thenifelves furrounded on all hands with inextrica¬ 
ble difficulties. The nation had fallen into total anai- 
chy; and by refufmg the payment of all taxes, re¬ 
duced the army to the greateft neceffities. While 
Lambert’s forces were affembling at Newcaffle, Ha- 
zdrig and Morley took poffeffion of Portfmouth, 
and declared for the parliament. A party, fent to 
fupprefs them, was perfuaded by their commander 
to join in the fame declaration. The city appren¬ 
tices rofe in a tumult, and demanded a free parlia¬ 
ment. Though they were fuppreffed by colonel 
HewTon, a man who from the profeffion of a cobler 
had rifen to a high rank in the army, the city ffill 
difeovered fympioms ‘of the* moft dangerous dif- 
content. It even eftabliffied a kind of fepara|e 
government, and affumed the fupreme authority 
within itfelf. Admiral Lawfon with his fqua- 
dron came into the river, and declared for the 
• parliament. Hazelrig and Morley, hearing of 
this important event, left Portfmouth, and ad¬ 
vanced tow'ards London. The regiments near 
that city being folicited by their old officers, who 
had been camiered by the committee of fafety? 

rcvoUctl 
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revolted again to the parliament. Defborow’s regi- CHAP, 
ment, being fent by Lambert to fupport his friends, 
no fooner arrived at St. .Alban’s, than it declared 
lor the fame allemblv. 

Fj.jiE I wood’s hand was found too weak and un- 
^:;>ble to fu}iport this ill-founded fabric, which, every 
V here around him, was falling into ruins. When 
he received intelligence of any murmurs among th« 
ioldiers. he would proflrate himfelf iu prayer, and^ 
could hardly be prevailed with to join the troops. 

J^'en when among them, he would, in the midll 
oi any difeourfe, invite them all to prayer, and put 
himfelf on his knees before them. If any of his 
friends exhorted him to more /igour, they could 
get no other anfwer, than that God had fpitten in 
his face, and would not hear him. Men now ceafed 
to wonder, why Lambert had* promoted him to the 
oflice of general, and had contented himfelf with 
the fecund command in the army. 

Lknthai., tjie fpeaker, being invited by the of- ,.6th of 
ficers, again affuined authority, and fummoned to- 
gether ihe parliament, which twice before had been 
expelled with fo much reproach "and ignominy. As Parlia* 
foon as aflembled, they repealed their a£t againft 
the payment of excife and cuftoms; they appointed 
commiflioners for afligning quarters to the army; 
and, without taking any notice of Lambert, they 
fent orders to the forces under his command imme¬ 
diately to repair to thofe quarters which were ap¬ 
pointed them. 

Lambert was now in a very difconfolate con- tito. 
dition. Monk, he faw, had pafled the Tweed at Janu.iry 1, 
Coldflream, and was advancing upon him. His 
own foldiers deferted him in great multitudes, and 
joihed the enemy. Lor.d Fairfaix too, he hesud, 
had raifed forces behind him, and hjid poffeued 
himfelf' of York, without declaring his purpofe. 

J'he laft orders of the parliament fo entirely ftrip- 

ped 
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CHAP, ped him of his army, that there remained not 
, with him above a hundred horfc : All the reft went 
s66o. their quarters with quietnefs and refignation ; 
and he himfelf was, fome time after, arrefted and 
committed to the Tower. The other officers, 
who had formerly been cafliiered by the pur^ia. 
ment, and who had relumed their commands, that 
they mij^ht fubdue that aftembly, were again ca- 
thicred and confined to their houfes. Sir Harry 
Vane and fome members, wlio had concurred wil,h 
fhc committee of falety, were ordered into a lildc 
conrmeiUv.’it. And the parliament now feemed to 
be again porieucd* of moic abfolutc auihoriiy than 
ever, and to i c without any danger of t^ppufuion 
<,'r c<;ntroi. 

'I’m. rcpil’i m p^U'ty war, at this time guided 
«;y two ir.cn, llazelrig and Vane, who were of op. 
pofite chaiiKiei.s, and morlally hated each other. 
Hazclrig, who poilellecl greater authority in thr 
parliament, was haughtv. imperlfuis, precipitate, 
vain-glorious; without civiiiiy, wiiliout prudence; 
qualified only by h-ls noify, pti rin.icious obftinacy 
to acquire an afeendepey in public affeniblie'^. 
Vane was noted, in all civil tranfadions, for tem¬ 
per, inlinuation, addrefs, and a prolouml judg¬ 
ment ; in all religious fjreculations, for folly and 
extravagance. He was a perfedi enihnfiaft; and 
lancying that* he w-as certainly favoured with infpi- 
ration, he deemed himfelf, to fpeak in the language 
of the times, to be a man'above ordin vuc:.^ and, by 
real'on of his peri eel ion, to be uniiinited and un- 
reflrained by any rtiles, which govern inferior mor- 
.tals. 1 hefe whimfies, mingling with pi idc, h.ul fo 
corrupted his excellent underftanding, that fopic- 
tin^es he thoug,ht himfelf the perfon deputed to leign 
t)n earth fd’r a thouland years over the whole con¬ 
gregation of the faithful ^ 

. ^ CUrcnCoii. 
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Monk, thoun-li informed of the refloration of C H A P. 
jhe parliament, troin whom he received no orders, 
jtill advanced with his army, which was near 6000 1660. 

men : I'he fcattcred forces in England were above 
live times more numerous. Fairfax, who had re- 
lolved to declare for the king, not being able to 
make the general open his intentions, retired to his 
own houl'e in Yorkfljire. In all counties through 
which Monk palled, the prime gentry flocked to 
lyin with addrelles; exprclfing their earned defire, 
that he v/ould be indrumental in redoring the na¬ 
tion to peace and tranquillity, and to the enjoyment 
of thofe liberties, which by law,were their birth- 
right, but of which, during fo many years, they 
had been fatally Ixn'cavcd: And that, in order to 
this I'aluiary purpole, he would prevail, cither for 
the redoring of thole members who had been fe¬ 
ci uded before the king’s death, or for the eledion 
oi a new parliament, who might legally, and by ge¬ 
neral confent, again govern the nation. Though 
Monk pretended nor to favour thefe addrefles, that 
ray oi itope, which the knowledge of his charader 
and fiiuatioii allbrJed, miehtilv animated all men. 

The tyranny and tlie anarchy, which now equally 
opprelVed the kingdom •, the experience of pad dif- 
iradions, the dread of future convulfions, the in¬ 
dignation aguMid military ufurpation, againd fanc- 
tified hypocrify: Ail thefe motives had united every 
patty, except the mod defperate, into ardent wilhes 
lor the king’s redoration^ the only remedy for all 


thefe latal evils. 

Scevr and Robinfon were font as.deputies by the 
parliament, under pretence of congratulating the 
general, but in reality to ferve as fpies u*]>on him. 
The city diipatchcd four‘(d their principal citiziiis 
to perform like compliments; and at the lame 
time tw conhrm the general in his inclination to a 
free parliament, the objed of vill men’s prayers afld 
endeavours. I'he authority of Monk could fcarceiy 

' * I’ecure 
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c H A p. fecure the parliamentary deputies from thofe infults, 

, which the general hatred and contempt towards 
"j66 ^ mailers drew from men of every rank and 

denomination. 

Monk continued his march with few interrup¬ 
tions till he reached tit. Albans, He there fent, a 
jnefl'age to the parliament j dcliilng them to remove 
from London thofe regiments, which, though they 
ijow profeffed to return to their duty, had fo lately 
offered violence to that affembly. 'Lhis nieflage 
was unexptded, and exceedingly perplexed th^ 
houfe. Their fate, they found, mufl flill depend 
on a mercenary army; and they w'erc as diflant as 
ever from their ithaginary fovereignty. However, 
they found it neceflary to comply. The foldicrs 
made more dilHculty. A mutiny arofe among them. 
One regiment, in particular, quartered in Somerfet- 
houfe, exprefsly tefufed to yield their place to the 
northern army. But thofe officers who would glad¬ 
ly, on fuch an occafion, have inflanjcd the quarrel, 
were abfent or in confinement -, and for w'ant of 
r«-b. leaders, the foldicrs were at laft, with great re- 
Moiik cn- luftaiice, obliged to*fubmit. Monk with liis army 
don. took quarters m Weitminlter. 

I'tfb 6. 'J'liii general was introduced to the houfe j and 
thanks were given him by Lenthal for the eminent 
fervices which he had dtme his- country. Monk 
was a prudent not an eloquent fpeaker. He told 
the houfe, that the fervices, which he had been 
enabled to perform, werq no inpre than his duty, 
and merited not fuch praifes as thoie with which 
they were pleafed to honour him : That atnong 
many perfons of greater worth, who bore their coin- 
miffion, be had been employed as the inflrurat*ic 
of .providence fof effetting their reft oration; but. 
he confidered this fervice as a ftep only to more 
important fervices, which it was i/jcir part to'ren¬ 
der to the nation: That while- on his march, he 

obferved all ranks of men, in all places, to be 

• • 
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in earnell expeflation of a fettlement, after the vio- c H A P- 
lent convulfions, to which they had been expofed; 
and to have no profpeft of that bleffing but from 
the dliTolution of the prefent parliament, and from 
the fummoning of a new one, free and fuU, who, 
meeting without oaths or engagements, might finally 
give contentment to the nation; That applications 
had been made to him for that purpofc ; but that, 
he, fenfible of his duty, had ftill told the petitioners*, 
that the parliament itfelf, which was now free, and 
would foon be full, was the belt judge of all thefe 
mealures, and that the whole community ought to 
acquiefee in their determination \ That though he 
expreffed himfelf in this manner to the people, he 
mufl now freely inform the houfe, that the fewer 
engagements Wtre exacled, the more comprehcnfive 
would their plan y^rovc, and the more I'atisfadlloii 
would it give the nation : And that it was fuf- 
ficient for public fecurity, if the fanatical party and 
the royalifts w'erc excluded ; fmee the principles of 
thefe fadlons w'cre dcilrinSlive either of goverpment 
oi of liberty. 

j * 

This fptech, containing matter which was both 
agreeable and difagreeable to the houfe as well as 
to the nation, IVill kept every one in fufpence, and 
upheld that uncertainty, in which it feemed the 
general’s interclt to retain the public. But it was 
impoiliblc fvnr the kingdom to remaip long in this 
doubtful fituation : The people, as well as the par¬ 
liament, piifliod matters ta a decilion. During the 
, late coiivuhioas, the payment of taxes had been in- 
rcrruplcd ; and though the parliament, upon their 
allemblinfs renewed the ordinances for impofitions, 
yet I'o little reverence did the people pay to thofe 
legTilators, Tnat they gave very flow and unwilling 
obedience to their commands. The common-coun¬ 
cil oT ^London llatly refuted to fubmit to an afleff- 
ment required of them: and declared that, rill 

a free 
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C H Ap. ^ free and lawful parliament impofed taxes, they 
lXH never fliould deem it their duty to make any pay- 
ment. This relblution, if yielded to, would im¬ 
mediately have put an end to the dominion of 
the parliament: They were determined, therefore, 
upon this occafion, to make at once a full expe¬ 
riment of their own power, and of their gcncril’s 
obedience. 


feb. 9. 


Monk received orders to march into the city; to 
ieize twelve perfons, the moft obnoxious to the par¬ 
liament ; to remove the poll;, and chains from 
the flrccts; and to take down and break the por^- 
cullifes and gates of the city: And very few hours 
were allowed him to deliberate upon the execution 


of thefe violent orders, 'i’o the great furprife and 
Conllernation of all men. Monk prcpiu ed himfelf for 
obedience. Neglcding the entreaties of his friends, 
the remonflrances of his officers, the cries of the 


people, he entered the city in a military manner; he 
apprehended as m.any as he could of the proferibed 
perfons, W'hom he fent to the 'bower ; with all the 
circumllances of contempt he Inadt-c the gates and 
portcullifes; and having expofed the city to the 
fcorn and derlfon of all* who haled it, he returned 


in triumph to his quarters in Weftminller. 

No fooner had the general leifure to refie^l, tlian 
lie found, that this lait meafure, inflcad of being 
a continuation of that cautious ambiguiry, which 
he Iiad hiterto maintained, wr.s taking party with¬ 
out referve, and laying hiinrclf'; as well as the na- 
. tion^ at the mercy of that tyrannical parliament, 
wht^fe pow'cr had long been‘odious, as their |'A'r-» 
fonjs contemptible, to ail men. He refolved, there¬ 
fore, befpre it were too late, to repair the dangerous 
miilake into which he had been betrayed, auji to 
Ittfow the whole world, (till more w'ithout referve, 
Jehat he meant no longer to be the mini Her •( vio- 
jlence and ufurpation. After, complaining*'of the 
*' ' ' odious 
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odious fervice in which he had been employed, he C H A p. 
wrote a letter to the houfe, reproaching them, as 
well with the new cabals which they Iiad formed ,6^^ 
with Vane .and Lambert, as with the encouragement 
given to a fanatical petition prefented by Praife- 
god Barebone; and he required them, in the name 
of the citi/iens, fokliers, and whole commonwealth, 

!o ilhie writs, within a week, for the filling of their 
houfe, and to iix the time for their own diflfnlution 
and the alTcinbling of a new parliament. Having b 
difyalchetl this letter, which might be regarded, he 
ilnruglit, as an undoubted pledge of his fmeerity, he nK-m. 
marched with his at my into the cit) , and defired 
Alkn, the mayor, to fummon a common-council 
tt Guildhcill. He there made many apologies for 
the indignity which, two davs before, he had been 
obliged ii.) put upon them ; alTqred them of his per* 
fev'craiue in (he ineafurcs which he had adopted; 

.i!k! defired that the^ might mutually plight their 
falLii for a llrici: union between city and army, in 
e\ery ciUcrprife ferr the happinefs and fettlement of 


die comui'jnwealth. 

If WiUild he diilicult to deferib® the joy and ex- 
nltalion which difpiayed itlelf throughout tlie city, 

loon as intelligence was conveyed of this happy 
tiieiiure, embraced by the general. The profpcift 
of peace, concord, liberty, juftice, broke forth at 
once, from anildlt the deepell darknefs in which 
the nation had ev'er been involved. TJie view of 
pad c~alamities no longer prefented difmal pre.g- 
iioffics of the futureIt tended only to enhance the 
?^nieral exultation for tiliofe feenes of happinefs and 
tianquiility, which all men now confidently pnj- 
inifej themfelvcs. The royalifls, the prefbyterians, 
forgetting all animofities, mingled ip common joy 
and tranfport, and vowed ntnmr more to gratify the' 
ambition of falfe and fa£fious tyrants, by xheir ca¬ 
lamitous divifions. The populace, more outrage¬ 
ous in their feflivity, niade the air refotind with ac- 

claiiiatioDS, 
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CHAP* clamatlons, and illuminated every flreet with fignalV 
^ of jollity and triumph. Applaufes of the general were 
every where intermingled with deteftadon again it 
the parliament. The moll ridiculous invention:, 
were adopted, in ortler to exprefs this latter pafl'um. 
At every bonfire rumps were roafted, and wliorr 
thefe could no longer be found, pieces of flcfli'w trc 
cut into that fliape} and the funeral of the pariia- 
ment (the populace exclaimed) was celtbiatcd b\ 
thefe lymbols of hatred and derifion. 

The parliament, thvHigh in the agonies oft-do- 
fpair, made ftil! one effort for the recovery ol their 
dominion. They font a committee w'ith offers to 
gain the general. lie refufed to hear them, ex¬ 
cept in the pretence of foinc of the fecluded mem¬ 
bers. Though fcveral perfons, defperate from guii’ 
and fanaticil'm, prbmifcd to inveft him with the 
dignity of fupreme magifirate, and to fupport his 
governujcnt, he wotdd not hearken to fuch wild 
propofals. Having fixed a clofe correfpondence with 
the city, and eftabliffied its militia in hands whofc 
fidelity could be relied on, he returned with hi? 
army to Weftminfter, and purfued every propel 
ineafurc for the fettlelnent of the nation. While he 
{till pretended to maintain republican principles, he 
was taking large fteps towards the re-eflablilhmeni 
of the ancient monarchy. 

Fch.ai. I'liE fecluded members, upon the general’s invi- 
men'bJil tuition, went to the houfe, and finding no longer 
rLftoicti. any obffruftion, they .entered, and immediately ap¬ 
peared lo be the majority: Moll of the independ¬ 
ents left the place. The re'ftored members firff re¬ 
pealed all the ordinances by which they had been 
excluded : They gave fir George Booth and his 
party their liberty and eftates; They renoved the 
general’s commiflion, and enlarged his powers: 
Alarch i«. They fixed an affefl'ment for the fupport of the fleet 
liarnLt^ and army: And havdng paffed thefe vtftes for the 
4«iroWcd. prefent compofure of the kingdom, they diffolved 

' . themfelvcs, 
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ihenirdvcs, and ilTued writs for the immediate ■'/- C 
k'inbling of a new parliament. 'Ihis lail n\eafnrc 
!;ad ba n prcvioufly concerted with the geuf'ral, who 
fiicw iliat all men, however tliflerent in alTeclions, 

(.M)c-Jaticais, ai’.d dclio-ns, nnited in tin; Jeteflation 
(il the long parliam-.-nr. 

A coi'Nc.i of flelc wa^t enablijlicd. coMinfl-inn-of 

. LJ 

oi" ehaiaiJer and nu)J(.rati ;n ; moil: of whom, 
viuiing tile civil wars, had made a '•'•veat fj'mre 
=i'..ong the preibyterians. The militia of ilie king- 
i!(«n was put into fueh hands as would promote 
oi’ler and lettleincnt. Thefe conjoined with Monk’s 
aniiv, which lay united at London, were eftcemed 
a li.'iiicient check on the more nunnirous, though dif- 
pci led army, of whofe inclinations there was hill 
jiiuch realon to be ditfulcnt. Monk, however, 
was every dav removing: the more obnoxious ofTicers, 
and bringing the tioops to a Hate of difeipliue and 


<toedieuee. 


()\ 1 R ro:;, governor of Hull, had declared his 
reloiutitin to keep pofftnion of that fortrefs till tlie 
coming of king jel'iis ; But tAdien Alured produced 
the authority of parliamentforhis delivering theplace 
to colonel I'airfax, he thought proper to comp y. 

Mox'i'.'.ouK, who commanded the fleet in the 
Baltic, had entered into the confpiracy with fir 
George Boothe ; and pretending want of provifions, 
had I'ailed Ifom the Sound towards the coa/l of 
f-ngland, with an intention of fupporting that in- 
furrection of the rpyalilfs. On liis arrival he re¬ 
ceived the news of liootlki’s defeat, arid the total 
^illure of the enterprife. T’hc great dilficullies, to 
which the parliament was then reduced, allowed 
them no leifure to examine Itriclly the, reafons 
ti hiclr he gave for quitting his flirtion; and they 
allowed him to retire jicaceably to his country-houfe. 
The council of Rate now conferred on him, in con- 
jiindion'with Monk, the command of the fleet; 

Von. VII. Y and 
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C li A r. nnd fecureU the as vvel] as niiliiary forcc^ In 

i^.Mj haiulf.- favoiii.il Ic to ilu pu’.ilit'fLnlcjnent. 
iCeoT" No'i wi! iis i ANun (, al thefe iieps wliich avcrc 

(■ vvaids ti;t rt'(.flubliOancnt of nionanhv. 
Monk liiil iiiainfa!i:c\’ he appearanre of zeal tor 
a coninioiiucaliti. ar(i hit! ert<) allowed no canal of 
corre poudence hcivvctn iiini elf and the king to be 
onened. To callafsee };arlianient, and to rellorr 
• the joral faii.ily, were villbly. In the prefent dilpo- 
iition ct the kingdom, one and the famemeafurt ; 
Yet would not the general declare, otherwife *Jran 


by his atflions, that he had adopted the king’s in- 
terefts; and nothing but neccflity extorted at lalt 
the confefllon Irom iiim. His filence, in the coni- 


menccmciit of his enlerprifc, ought to be no ob¬ 
jection fo his fincerity ; fiiicc he maintained the fame 
referve, at a lime, Vhen, confident with commop 


fenfe, he could have entertained no other purpofe 
Titkicr was one Mcjrrice, a gentleman of Devon- 
fibre, of a fedentary, fludious .difpofition, iicarh 
rclafed to Monk, and one who had always main- 
raintd the ffriCt^^ll inlimacy with him. With this 
friend alone did Monk deliberate concerning that 
great cnierprife, W'hich he had projected. Sir John 
Granville, who had a cominiflion from the king, 
applied to Morrice for accefs to the general; but 
received for anfwer, that the general dcfired him to 
coramuniGate his bufincfs to Morrice. Granville, 


though importunately urged, twice refufed to de¬ 
liver his meffage to "any but Monk himfclf; and 
this cautious politician, finding him now a perfpn, 
whofe fecrefy could be fafely trufted, admitted him 
lo his prefence, and opened to him his whole in¬ 
tentions. Still he fcrupled to commit any thing 
to writing *': He delivered only a verbal "itieifagc 
by Gfanville; affuring the king of his fcrviccs, 


* Rfc note ft J nt the cn<l of the volume. 
^ LaxliUuwnc, ClarcnUoii. 




THE COMMONWEALTH. 



'.riviii'v advice for his concluC"!:, and exhorting him ^ 
iiiibiitly to leave the ‘ paiiifh territories, and retire ‘ ^ 

ir-to flol'and He was apprehenfive left Spain i6uo. 
iiiipltt detain him as a pledge for the reca)very of 
Dunkirk and lamaica. Charles followed theie di¬ 
rections, and very narrowly efcapeid to Breda- Ha'd 
he protrafred his journey a few hours, he had cer¬ 
tainly, under pretence of honour and refpect, been 
jirrefied by the Spaniards. • 

la'i'KHART, who was gos'crnor of Dunkirk, and 
nctwife averfe to the king’s fervice, was apjtlii d to 
c n this oecafion. The Hate of England was fet be- 
f'le him, the certainty of the reftorj^iion repreiented, 
and tile profpeft of great favour difplayed, if iip 
would anticipate the vows of the kingdom, and re¬ 
ceive the king into his fortrefs. Lockhart Itill re¬ 
plied, that his cornmillion was derived from an, 

I’liglilh parliament, and he would not (>pen hi.s 
s hut in (AieJience to the fame authority C I'his 
tcrur-lc, though dn the ])rcfent emergence it ap¬ 
proaches towards lliperflilton, it is diflicult for us 
entirely to condemn. . 

Thk eledions for the new parliament went every 
where in favour of the king’s party. This was one 
ot thofe popular torrents, where the moft indifferent, 
or even the moft averfe, are tranfported with the 
general paflion, and zealoufly adopt the fentiments 
of the community to which they belong. The en- 
thuliafts thcnilelves* feemed to be difamicd of their 
fury; and between ' defpaif and aftonilhment gave 
jvay to thofe nieafurcs^ which, they found, it would 
be impoffible for them, by their utmoft efforts, to 
withfland. The prelbyterians and the royalifts, 
beinjT united, formed the voice of thfi nation,’ w'hich, 
tvithout noife, but with infitiite ardour, called for 
the king's relloration. The kingdom vVas almolt 
entirely iii the bands of the former party j and fonie 


« Burnet. 
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' 2:ealous leaders among them began to renew the 

demand of thofe coiuliiions, which h.ul bceii re¬ 
quired of the late king in tlic treaty of Newporc: 
But the general opinion feemed to condemn all ilioii. 
rigorous and jeahnis capitulations with their fo\c- 
rcigii. Ilaralll'd with convulfion.s and diiorJe’.s, 
tuen ardciitly long-ed for repoiV, am! were terrliied 
•at the nx’iitin! oi negof i.ili'':ii-; nr slilays, whieh 
migiiL atl(^.d ('iiuortuiil!y u» (lie feclilious aimy fill 
to breed new eomuiiv'M. 'i he palaem too foi* li¬ 
berty, having been carrietl j\ich violent extremes, 
and liming produced luch bloody commotions, 
began, by a natural movcuniu, to give jdace to a 
fpiiit of loyalty aijd obedience; and the public wai* 
Icfs ncaloiis in a caufe, wliicii v/ns become odious 
account of tiie‘ alamitics wltich had fo long at¬ 
tended it. Aker tile legal conccllions made by the 
late king, the ConJlitution feemed to be fuflicicntly 
iecurecl; and tlie adtlldonal conditions,infilled on, 
as they Irad been framed during the greatefl ardour 
of the conrcit, ainounted rather to annihilation than 
a limitation of monarchy. Above all, the general 
was averfe to the mention of conditions ; and rc- 
folved that lire crown, vvliich he intended to reflorc, 
fhouid be conferred on the king entirely free and 
unencumbered. Without farther fcruple, therefore, 
or jealoufy, the people gave their voice in elc«5lions 
for fuch as they knew to entertain fentiments favour¬ 
able to monarchy; and all-paid court to a party, 
which they forefaw, was foqn to govern the nation, 
'i'hough the parliament had voted, that no one 
lliould be elected, who had himfelf, or whofe father 
hkl bdrne arms for the late king; little regard was 
any where paid to this ordinance. The leaders ol 
the prelbyterians, the earl ofManchefter, lord Fair¬ 
fax, lord Robarts, Hollis, fir Anthony Aflilcy 
Cooper, Annefley, Lewis, were determined to atone 
for paft. tranfgrcffions by their prefent zeal for the 
• royal intereflo: 'and from former merits, fuccefles, 

and 
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and luiVcrings, they had acquired with their patty 
the liiqhc'd credit and authoiity* 

'J’ltj. ailairs of Ireland were in a condition no Icfs 
iavGurablc to the king.' As foon :in Monk declared 
agaiiiH the Englilh annv, he dilpatcheil e' lillaries 
into Ireland, and eneaped the ofiicers in that kin'’-- 

• ' ^ > O ^ O 

dotn to concur with him in the fame int d'ures. 
1 .Old Broghill, prelklcnt of Munder, and hr Charl'C); 
Coote, ’uefident of tloniiaiipht, went io far as to 
enter into a correljn.udLUce v.ith the khig^ and to 
pj-omife their idfutunce fur hi;, relloration. In con- 
junHioii with Hr 'rheoohi’us Jones, and other of- 
ticers, thev took piin'cllion of the goverinnent, and 
t-Kciudcd l.udhnv, who was zeakms for the rump- 
pariiament, bat whom they pretended to be in a 
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LXIl. 

iC(to- 


{•. .» 


cunk'dcracy Avlih the < .^lumittce of fafety. They 
kept ihemfelves in rcadinei's to ferve tiro king; but 
nndie no declarations, till they IhuiilJ fee the turn 
which alliiiis took in I'ngland. 

B-jr all thet promifing views had almod been, 
bladed by an u.itoward accident. Upon the admif- 
don of the fecinded mcmb< r?., the republican party, 
jiarticularly the lute king’s judges, were feized with 
the jtilled defjiair, and Endeavoured to infufe the 
fame fcntimeiits into the army. By theinfelves or 
their ciuidaries, they reprefented to the foldiers, 
that all thofe brave actions, which had been per¬ 
formed during the war, and which were fo meri- 
toriou.s in the eyes of the parliament, would no doubt 
be regarded as the deepud crimes by the royalifts, 
and would expofe the army to the fevered venge¬ 
ance. That in vain did that party make profeflions 
of moderation and lenity: The king’s death, the 
execution of fo many of the nobility and gentry, 
the fequeftration and imprifonmdnt of the red, were 
in their eyes crimes ib deep, and ofljpnces fo per- 
fonal;, ks mud be profecuted with the mod implaca¬ 
ble refentment. That tlie lofs of all arrears, and ahe 

V 3 
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CHAP, cafhlering of every officer 'and foldier, were the 
•<- ligliieft piiniffiineiit whicli inu(l be cxpedled : Aiter 

i66u. ^ dilperfion of the army, no farther protection 
remai’'_d to them, either f ir life or property, but 
the clemency ol e'rragxJ vlcfuis. And liiat, even 
it the molt per.tcl lecuriiy c uld be obtained, it were 
in^l'ori us to be reduced, by treachery and deceit, 
to .'uhjecfion iimier a toe, who, in the oj)eu lield. 
Had (b often yielded to llicir liiperior val iir. 

ArTLR iheie ingj^-edions had been infnfed into 
the army, L<xmh rr hiddcnly made his efeape frosn 
the Tower, and threw Monk and tlie council of 
date into great c 'iideniatiou. 'i’hc'Y knew Lam¬ 
bert’s vigour and activity ; tiiey vve-rc acquainted with 
liis pop l iri'yiii tiicarni' ; they were Jeiilible, that, 
though the ioldiers h^.d lately -lefcited him, they 
luliiciently exj)reilcd their remorfe and their dctelta- 
lion of thofe, who, by faJfe profeffions, they found, 
had to egrtgioidly deceived them. It leemed ne- 
celiaiy, iheielorc, to employ the grcatell celciitv in 
fupprelhng To dangerous a foe : Colonel Ingoldib}, 
win' had been one of the late king’s judges, but 
who was now entirely engaged in the royal caulc, 
April j!. Vkus dilpatc.hed after him. He overtook him at 
Daventry, while he hid yet afl'cmbled but four 
troops of horfe On? of them delerted Itiin. An¬ 
other quickly followed the example, lie himl’clf, 
cndeavo’urIn<; to make his ele tpe, was feized byln- 
goldffiy, to whom he ma^e fubmiilions not fuitable 
to his former cliarafter of f})irir and valour. Okey, 
Axtel, Cobbet, Crede, and other officers of that' 
party were taken prifoners with him. Ail the roads 
were full '^'f foldicrs halteuing to j in them. In a 
few days, they had been formidable. And it was 
tliought, that it might prove dangerous for Monk 
himfclf to have an'cnibled any considerable body of 
his rt.|'-ijbiiLan army for their tuppre/lion : So that 
nothing tnuld be nn^re happy than the fudden ex- 
tindiou of tliis ri/:ng fianig. 


When 
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When the parliament met, they chofe fir Har- chap. 
bottle Grimflone fpeaker, a man, who, though he 
had for fome time concurred with the late parlia- 
ment, had long been efleenied affeftionate to the ■April 
kings fervlcc.^ The great dangers incurred during 
iorlncr ufurpations, joined to the extreme caution of 
the general, kept every one in awe j and none 
dat ed, lor fomc days, to make anv mention of the 
king. ^ The members exerted their fpirit chieflv ia 
bitter invedives againll the memory of Cromwel, 
and in execrations againll the inhuman murder of 
thdr latc iQvcreign. At lalt, the general, having 
lulhciently lounded their inclinatio*ns, gave directions 
to Annefley prefident of the council, to inform 
theni, tliat one lir John Qraiiville, a lervant ol the 
king’s, had been lent over by his majefty, and was 
now at tlm door with a letter to the commons. T>rcft< 

1 he loudcll acclamations wore excited by this in- '■•‘dor., 
teliigence. Granville was called in: I'he letter, 
accompanied with a declaration, greedily read: 

Without one moment’s delay, and without" a con¬ 
tradictory vote, a cennmittee was appointed to pre- 
parc an anfwcr : And in .order to fpread the fame 
latisfadion throughout the kingdom, it was voted 
that the letter and declaration Ihould immcdiatelv 
be publilhed. 

'piE people, freed from the ftate of fiifpenfe in 
which they had fo long been held, now changed 
their anxious hope for the unmixt effufions of joy ; 
and difplayed a "fociartriumph and exultation, 
which no private profperity, even the greateft, is 
ever able fully to infpire. Traditions remain of 
men, particularly of Oughtred, the mathematician, 
who died of plealure, when informed of {his happy 
and furprifmg event. The king’s declaration was 
well calculated tp u})hold the fiuisfactton infpired 
by th<? profpcct of public fettlemciit. It oficred a 
general amnelly to all perfons whatfoever ^ and efiat 
without any cxention but fuch as (liouM afterwards 

Y 4 ^ • be . 
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8th Mar. 


* LXn^* by parli;imciii: It pniiiiilld lib-.Tiv of cnn- 

iciencc ; and a concurrenct- in iriy acd of ]>:.i iiaaa r’, 
which', vi]X)ii uialuvc deliborati Oiouid bc(>i!w'ri.d 
tor luliiring- tliat ind!:!'>;c:’cc; it b:b.n;i;tc;i to the 
arbitration ni tlio tamo anLinblv the iii'iiiir-’ into :dl 
j.';ranti., purchalcs, and alictv.uionK; And it ad'nrcd 
the foldicrs of all their arrears, and pt-'otilid tlieni, 
for the future, the lame pay which they then cu- 
jo\ed. 

'i’l.j; lords, perceiviiip; the fpirlt bv wliich tl^e 
hinodom, as well as the commons, v.a' auinu rc d, 
hultened to rcinllate thcml'ebes in tiicir amiciit 
authen itv, and to'take their lliare in the feUiement 
of the nation. They found the doors of their hou’e 

V 

o})en ; and all were admitted ; even fuch as had lor- 
mcrly been excluded o’n acciJuiiL of their pretended 
delinquency. 

'Thc two houfes attended ; while the kinq was 
proclaimed with great folemnily, ?u I'akice-Yard, 
at "Whitehall, and at 'Tcmple-ikar. 'i’he commons 
voted 50Q pounds to buy a j--W(.l for Granvilh', who 
had brought them the king’s gracious rnellages : 
A prefent of 50,000 pohiuls wnis conferred on the 
king, 10,000 pounds on the duke of York, 5000 
pounds on the duke of Glocclter. A committee 
of lords_and commons was dlipati hi;d to iiivite his 
majeily to return and take poli'ciiion of the govern¬ 
ment. The rapidity with wliieh all thefe events 
W'ere conducted, was mai > cllous,- and difeovered the 
paliionaie zeal and entire unai,iinti: v of the nation. 
Such an impatience apjrcared, and fuch an emula¬ 
tion, in lords, and commons, and city, whofliould 
make the moll lively exprefiions of their joy and 
duty; that, as the noble hitlorlan txnrciTes il, a 
man could, nor but wonder where thole people 
dwelt, who had done all the milchief, and kc;]}t the 
king fo many years from enjoymg the coml’ort and 
fupport of fuch excellent fubjects. The king Iiiin- 
fclffaid, that it ir.ulfcllirdy have been his own fanh' 

tllUi 
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tlint lie had not fooner taken pofleflion of the chap. 
throne ; fince he found every body fo zealous in 
promoting his happy rclloraiion. 

The refped of foreign powers foon followed the 
fiihmiilion of the king’s fubjccts. bpain invited 
hiin Lo return to the Low Countries, and embark 
in Ibnie of her maritime towns. France made pro- 
leftations of afteClinu and regard, and olfered Calal^ 
lor the fame purj;')!e. I lie Staies-general lent de¬ 
puties with a like triendly invitation. The king 
relolved to accept olTliis lafl offer, d’he people of 
the republic bore him a cordial alfeCdon ; and poli¬ 
tics no loiij^cr red rained their ma<tiftrates from pro¬ 
moting and exprefling that fentiment. As he palled 
from Breda to the limrne, he was attended h\ nu- 
meroLis crowds, ano w;is receK'ed with the loudeft 
acclamations; as if themfclves, not their rivals in 
])o\\er and commerce, were now rellored to peace 
ami fi curlty, btaics-general in a body, and 

ul terwards the Slates of Ilolland apart^ perlormed 
I heir compliments with the ^reatell folcmniiy: 

Tvery periun of dilUmdion was ambitious of being 
introduced to his majelty ; dll ambafl'adors and pub¬ 
lic minilters of kings, princes, or ftates, repaired to 
him, and profell'ed the joy of their mailers in his 
behalf: So that one would have thought, that from 
the united efibrls of Chrillendom had been derived 
this revolution, which diffufed every where fuch 
univerfal fatihfaftion. • 

Thk Englilh fleet .came in fight of Scheveling. 
^lontague had not waited for orders from the parlia¬ 
ment ; but had perfuaded the oflicers, of them- 
lelves, to tender their duty to his majeflry. The 
duke*of York immediately .went on board, and took 
the command of the fleet as high admiral. 

WiiiiN’ the king difembarked at Dover, he was 
met by the general, w'hom he cordially embraced. 

Never fub]c6f in fad, probably in his intentions, 

♦ • \ , had 
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c H A P. had defei'ved better of his king and country. In 

the fpace of a few nioiuhs, without effufion of blood, 

1660. by his cautious and difinterefted conduft alone, he 

had bellowed fettleiiient on three kingdoms, which 

had lon;f been totn with the moft violent convul- 
^ ^ * 

fiojis: And having obltinately refufed the moil in¬ 
viting conditions, odered him by the king as w^ell as 
•by every party in the kingdom, he freelv reftored 
his injured mailer to the vacant throne. T he king 
i9tii Miy. entered London on the 29th of May, which y as 
alio his birth-day. 'I’he fond imaginations of men 
interpreted as a happy omen the concurrence of two 
fuch jf-yful periods. 


At tliis ^ra, it may be proper to flop a moment 
and take a genera,! furvey of the age, fo far as re¬ 
gards manners, finances, arms, commerce, arts and 
I'ciences. I he chief ufe of hiltory is, that it affords 
materials for clifquifitions of this nature; and it feems 
the duty of an hiftorian to point out the proper in¬ 
ferences and conclufions. 

Manners No- people could undergo a change more hidden 

aiid arb. entire in their manners, than did the Engliih 

nation during this period. From tranquillity, con¬ 
cord, fubmiflion, fobriety, tl?ey pafl'ed in an inftant 
to a hate of faftion, fanaticifm, rebellion, and af- 
jnofl frenzy. The violence of the Englifli parties 
exceeded any thing which we can now imagine: 
Had they continued biiC a little longer, tbefe was 
juft reafoU to dread all the horrors of the ancient 
maflacrcs and prolcriptions. The military ufurpers, 
whofc authority was founded' on palpable injuftice, 
and was fupported by no national party, would have 
• •'* * bitii 
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been impelled by rage and defpalr into fuch fangul- chap. 
nary inea iires; and if thcle fnrious expeaients had Lxir. 
been employed on one fide, revenge would naturally 
liave puflicd the other party, ai rer a return of power, 
to retaliuce upon their enemies. No locial intercourl’e 
was maintained between the parties ; no marriages or 
allwiices contrafted. T'he rovalifts, though on- 
pr^ik-d, haraiied, perfecuted, diloainod all affinity, 
wirn (heir mailers. 'The more thev were reduced co 
fu*^jc*eLion, the greater fujicr'onty did tl’cy afleft 
above ih ole uiurpeis, wTio bv violen''e and injuftice 
had a:4iiireJ an aicendaut over them. 

Till', manners of the two factions w'ere as oppofite 
as thole of the mod clill.uit nations. “ Your 
‘‘ friends, the CaTaliers,” faid a parliamentarian to 
a royalii!:, “ arc very dilforntc and debauched." 

“ i rue,*' replied the royalill, “ they have the in- 
“ firmit es oJ men: But your friends, tne Rpund- 
heads, have the vices of devils, tyranny, '-ebel- 
hon, aiul fpiritual pride Riot and diforder, 
it is cetUia, ' otwithllanding the^ good example fet 
them by Ciiailcs 1. prevailed very much among his 
partilans. Being commonly men of birth and for¬ 
tune, to whom excelfcs are lefs pernicious than to 
the vulgar, they were too apt to indulge thcmlelves 
in all pitalures, particularly thofe of the table. Op- 
pofition to the rigid precifenefs of their antagonifls 
increafed their inclination to good fcllowfhip ; and 
the character of a man flf pleafure was aft'efted 
among them, as a fure pledge of attachment to the 
church and monarchy. Even when ruined by con- 
fiications and fequei!rations, they endeavoured to 
maintain tlie appearance of a carclefs and fbcial jol¬ 
lity. * “ As much as hopeus fuperior to fear,’* fatd 
a poor and merry cavalier, “■ fo much is«our fitua- 
tion preferable to chat of our enemies. We laugh 
“ while they tremble." 

• 

d Sil* Philip Warwick \ 
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Tin; oloomv cntiiuiiai'i!! wi'icli ])rcv,iiitanmri!-' 
tiu: parUanitniary ]ia)ty, ii; lurcly tli'j moll curious 
ipt-QacIe prclcntftl by any Lil? ;i'y : and tlie moft in- 
itruclivc, as v.cl! a; cjiicriaiuii’', ?’.< u olnlolooliical 

^ if • * i 

liuud. .\!i K'v'icaiioiis were in a in.nniei fufptndcii 
by tile riyT! Icverily of' tin; prt-'liyli ri-ii-, :\nJ inJe- 
pcnvlcnr,<. Hoife-ia.^es and coess-sin.i'elns were 
(.'i<Tibi:cd as the jpuate'r enor.'n’iles ^ J'v.ii bear- 
i><,uiji;^ v.'iis elieeuvn !je;ui;vJi]!!i and unclirifUan ; 
'i'lie Ipf'Ci oi it, not th.,- iniiunia.iitv, ^avi. oiTence- 
G'.'U.nei Tlev.Ton, iianii las pious xjai, niarehed with 
hi'. ivj^Iincnt into L:)iu:t«n, and ucHroyed all the 
bears, wliicli v.ese then l;ept for the diverhon of the 
cit!/-.ens. 'I his aeiventure Ideuis to have eivea birth 
to the liefion of liadiinas. Thv>u;^ii tlic Eu^Iifh 
nation be nanirall) . candid and iinccre, hyjio».rify 
prevailed among them beyond any c-xainr/le iii an¬ 
cient or modern timc.s. 'I’he religious hipocrify, it 
may be remarked, is of a pecuhar nature ; and be¬ 
ing generally unknown to the perfoii himielf, though 
more dang'trous, it implies lefs falfchood than any 
other fjiecie.s of 'infincerity. 'nic Old rdhiment, 
preferably to the New, was the faxourile of all the 
fectailes. 'J'hc eaflern poetical if\ie of tliat com- 
pofition made it more calily fullcpiible of a turn 
which was agreeable to them. 

We have had occafion, in tlic courfc of this work, 
to fpeak of* many of the feels Mhich prevailed in 
England : To enumerate (hem all would be impof- 
lible. The quakers, however, are lb confiilerable, 
at leaft fo fingular, as to metit fome attention ; aryd 
as they renounced by principle the ufc of arms, they 
never made fuch a figure in public tranfaclions as 
to enter into any part of our narrative. 

The religion of the quakers, like mod others, 
began with the lowed vulgar, and, in its progrefs, 
came at lad to comprehend people of better quality 
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and fafliion. George Fox, born at Drayton in C n .'ll K 
l/.incafliirc in 1624, was the founder of this fed. . 

Me was the fon <>f a weaver, and was hiinfclf bound 
apprentice to a flioe-inaker. Feeling a dronger 
iinpulfo towards f])iritual contemplations than to¬ 
wards tiuit nn-rhanical {uolMliori, he left his nufter, 

c.l('Thcd in a learhcni 
doribie;, ,a d;vl', \.!'.;eh he h iig ail'eded, as well for 
its itr.jukuity as I:s ci - is That ho nut'h’t 
vwaii hiinfcU iVee; i'.ii'em; ;v I-ied.., he i-ruke oil' 
all (A>niK--;'()as ^.-;l I', vis tiio..d ■ .uidi h.",.i!v, etd Uv-ver 
duelie-.l ;i'.ii.'inejii hr c!’'.' i''ieo; iv,d;it fii'-.-.uld 
begei :i' <:< ■ \i-'-..'., -.okI d^pri'is the fu'nlimi'y of 
his ac-hLi lUv itieho!-. ! iVo-]'cm!/ wanv’ered 
into ti'.o 1 'ds, at.d r.’.r.Mi wirdu days ia hollow 
trees, v.i hoi'i oou';).'!'--, • r .aae odier aror.Tment 
tlian his h;Mo. i, .; th.at nicdi '.d' per- 

I'edion to i booh, Ite fooa ;ul',;uiccd 

to anOiher ii.oo ot .pi h",...! jiro -tvh, iiiiu b.%,:.u to 
par lets lagrrd e\ei; io ■h.i: c.iv’ne conipoliiion itieli'. 

Ills o-cii breerr, !io ittCvi, was fail ci'the iaaif 

\ 

iulphiuiou whdkh ha.l guidoi! th.b propiicts and apo- 
lUes thoniiolvos; i by* (liis inward light mult 
every ipiutuai obli ujity ire cleared, by this living 
i’pirit niuit the derul h .ior be an'inutcd. 

Witi:.:,' he had. iwen falticiciuiy confecrated in his 
own imaaginatioo, he fell that ti^e fumes of felf-ap- 
plaulc Toon didj|.ate, it not eontiniiariy fu*plied by 
tlic'admiration 'd' other.s; and ho began to ibek 
profclytcs. Prolelyr^o were eauly gained, at a time 
when all men’s aileciiotiS were turned towards reli¬ 
gion, and when the nroti extravagant modes of it 
were furc to be mult popular. All the forms of 
certmony, Invented by j'ride aittl oi'tentation. Fox 
and his dil’eiplc', from a. hiperior pri^e and oltcn- 
tation, -careliiliy rejected : Kven the ordinary rites 
of civilifv were Ihuuncd, .as the nourilhment of e;n- 
nal vanity and fi;ll-conceit. 'J’hcy would bellow no 
titles pf dllHn^dion : The name’^f was the 

; dniy 
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crly falutation with which they indifcriminately ac. 

; i *;very one. To no pcrfo'i W'.vjld they make 
^ i \ T )iv;vt' their hat, oi give nny figi;s ofre- 
^ ciiee. Imtca'! fthat afFefted adulation, iiitro- 
dii.'. ! uiif. rn-vj-rn tongues, of fpe-aking to indivi- 
du .l.s .1' liicv wore a multitude, lliey rerurned, to 
the fi nplieity of ancient languages, and thou and 
tl(c wove th: onl, oxprcfli -ns which, on any con- 
fivkni 'oTi, th yeoulj be brought to c nploy. 

Dress too. a materia’ circ.'ndbnce, dillinguiflied 
the lucmbcrK of tins itct. Every lujicrlluity and orrta- 
ment was carelolly tetrcnclicd : T'Jo plaits to their 
coat, no button'' to iheii fleeves: No lace, no nillles, 
no tiiibroiderv. liven a button to the hat, though 
foineilines ulefid, yet not being always fo. was uni- 
vcrfally rejected by them with horror and detefla- 
tion. 

The violent enthufiafm of this fe£t, like all high 
paflions, 'oeing too ftrong for the w'eak nerves to 
fudain, threw the preachers into convulfions, and 
fliakings, and diftortions in their limbs; and they 
thence receiv'ed the^ appellation of qiiaken. Amidft 
the great toleration which Vv'as then granted to all 
febfs, and even encouragement given to all innova¬ 
tions, this fe£V alone hifl'ercd pr'rfccution. From 
the fervour cf their zeal, the quakers broke into 
churches, difturbed public worfliip, and haralfed 
the mjnifler and* audience wdth failing and re¬ 
proaches. carried before a magiftrate, they 

refufed him all reverence, and treated him with the 
f; me familiarity as if he had been their cqual.^ 

S mcLimes they were thrown into mad-houfes, 
fcmetlme:. into prifons : Sometimes whipped, fome- 
times p doryed. The patience and fortitude with 
vvhich they futfered, begat coinpaflion, admiration, 
elteem^ .A lupernatural fpirit was believed to 

.fupport 


^ The folic ./I ’g ftory Is told byA^Hiitlorkc, p. ^99. Somcquakcis 
atliafingtoa i.: Wortlr'rabcrland coming to the nunillcr on theS:!!*- 

^ bath- 
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fupport them under thofe fufferings, which the or- C II A 
dinary ftate of humanity, freed from the illullons of 
pafiion, is unable to fuHain. 

■ 'I’jiKquakers crccpcd into the army : But as they 
preached univerfal peace, they feducetl the military 
y-ealots from their profeffion, and would Toon, had 
they been fuffered, have put an end, without any 
defeat or calamity, to the dominion of the faints. 

'i'hefe attempts became a freib. ground of perfe- 
cution, and a new rcafon for their progrefs amorfg 
ilie people. 

IVloK.-M.s with this fed were carried, or alTeded 
to be carried, to the fame degree of extravagance as 
religion. Give a qtiakcr a blow, on one clicek, he 
held up the other : Aik his cloke, he gave vou his 
I oat alio: The grcatelf interelt could not engage 
him, in any coini of juJicainre, to fucar even to 
the truth : hk never aikeJ more for Iiis wares ttiau 
the precife fum which he was tiett rmined to accept. 

This lall maxim is laudable, and coiuinues hill to 
be religioiifly dbftrvcd by that leer. 

No fanatics ever carried farther the hatred to 
ceremonies, forms, orders, rites, and pofiiive in- 
ilitutions. Even baptifm. and the Lord’s fupper, 
by all other feds believed to be interwoven with 
the very vitals of chridianlty, w'erc difdainfully re¬ 
ceded by them. The very fabbath they profaned. 

The holinefs of churches they derided ; and they 
would give to thefe facred edifices no other appella¬ 
tion than that of or fteeple-houfcs. No priefts 
were admitted in their fed : Every one had received 
from immediate illumination a charader much fu- 
perior to the facer dotal. When they met for divine 

bath-dny, atid fpeakingto him, the people fell upon thequakm, 
arn’iTalmoft killed one or two of them, who going out iell on ihcir 
knees, and prayed God to pardon the people, who knew not whrt 
they did; and afterwards fpenking to the people, {o convinced tlv.m 
o. the pvil they had done in beating them, that the country people 
fell a quarrelling, and beat one another nterc than lliey had bo/orc 
beaten the quaUcr^. 

g . > • worfliip, 
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c H A P- worflilp, each rofe np in liis place, and delivered ihe 
extemporary inrpi:aiioii.-; of the Holy Gholl: Wo.< 
men were alfo admitted to teach the brethren, and 
were conhilered as proper veliicles to convey the dic¬ 
tates of the fpirir. Soinetiincs a great many preacher^ 
were moved to fpeak at once: Sometimes a total 
filence prevailed in their conp^regatioiis. 

SoMi' quakers attempted to fail forty days in imi- 
,;..'tion of Chrifl; and one of them bravely perilhod 
in the cxperim.cnt A female quakcr came naked 
hito die church where the protcclur lat; bei«g 
moved by tlie Ipiril, as file faio', to a])])car as a Jr'n 
5.0 the peojilc. A numler oi tiicm iaucis-d, that the 
wuovaiicn of all‘thing'.' iiad commenced, and that 
clo'.iies were to be reje-ied, tvigethcr v.ith other fii- 
r>er'!iiities. The fmTerings wldi li liffi >ued the jirac- 
dec of tbi.s doftrlite.'w'ere a jpecies oi pcrfceulion 
nt t veil calculated ior promoting it. 

j \.\ins Navi.i'R •wa,') a Cjuaker, noted for blaf- 
pliemy, or rather madiuis, in t!ie time oi tlie pro- 
tulorihip. He fancied that he himi'clfw'as tranf- 
foruicd into Chrill:, and wasbecontc the real faviour 
of the w'oild ; and' in confequcnce oi' this frenzy, he 
cjtdeavoured to imitate many actions of the Mefilah 
Tciatcd i:t the evangelifts. As he bore a refem" 
blance to the common pictures of Chrilt, he allow¬ 
ed his beard to grow in a like form : He raifed a 
peiTon^fromghc dead'': He was minillered unto by 
women': He entered Brillol mounted on a horfc : 
I liippofe, from the difficulty ip. that place of find¬ 
ing an a is: His difciples fpreiid their garments-be¬ 
fore him, and cried, “ lloffinnah to the highHt ;* 
“ holy, holy i.; the Lord God ofSabbaoth.” When 
carried before the magillrate, he would give no 
other anfw'cr to all queftions tlum “ thovi* halt 

R Whitlockc, 

^ ^ ILiikiRU Mifc'jll.iny, ^oI. p. ^99. One DGi'cas Earbcn'y 
made oath before a macriflrnto, that flic had been dead two days, and 
that N-v lor Iwd brontdit her to bfe. » Id. ib# 

. ■ faia 
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faltl if.” What 1? iiho irarliamcnt' 
th<Hi‘jlir that the m.i'L^r ilel'erve!] their attention. , _ 


Net!' ten (.lays ihev f; 'iH i.n inquiries and debates 
a!)Oii! 1 iinI'hty e'liid 'iuji'-d liJiii to bo piliory- 
td, whipritJ, buriifd in ilte iace, a;) i to have his 
toii*j[t’.'‘ bored (hr(ni'j;h with a red hot iron. All 
thefe I'evcri'.ies he bore v.'ith the in'iial patience. 
So liir his deluhon i'u;>pi>rted Iiini. but the feque! 
Ij'/oilcd all. He was lent to Bridewell, confined to* 
hard labour, fed on bread and water, and debarred 
fr< 1 m all his dilciples, male and icmalc. His illti- 
fion ilillipated, and after fmne time he was con- 
tcntevl to come ou' an ordinal)' in:yi, and return to 
liis niur.l oeeupations. 

'i'tit: dii(.i ta\t.s in Hr.'lind, dining th" lime of 

0 > 

the consmonwealrii, v • v- ’.••■o: r r.ments, 
the cxci.e, and the cuib; .r. t .. vo e 

levied on perf.mal eliaies, ;v:’ovi; 1,'. rod 

commiilloiters were appi'inted in ee- i' c; enti' ior 
ralint;' the indiv+tluais. d he If i. 'i: ade.V.nct.r a- 
inounted to i-2'j,oe/o pounda ■'o-nh •'n- ir.p,!; 
tlio loved was 35,o:'- '. The a'd .-Veients v- v otland 
were foiuetimes lOyOoo pnnn I,; a-pt’n.h; com¬ 
monly oor.o. d’hofe I’U Ireland! y'r'O. At a me¬ 
dium, this tax iniplu have afibrded ; .■ >i;t; n niiilion 
a-)car. The exclfe, durin;^ rlio ei-. d --^avs, was 
levied on bread, ilelh-mcat, as well as ip.ev, ale, 
ilronc-waters, and nianvotiter commodrif.s. •After 
the kin't: v/as fubdueck bread and Ile!h n'ca.t were 
exempted irom cxc W'c. 'J’hc cidhnns on exnorla- 
tion were lovvere.il iit. 165b ''. In tl-po, < o;'.u’'.ir- 
ftoners were appointed to levy boiii cnlioms auu! 
t.X' ifes. Crornivel in 1657 returned to tite old pra.r- 
tiee of finiiin'r. b'.ieven hundred thGufand’i-ounds 
were i*[ieti qllered, butli for cultoms and e.ceife, a 
s'Veater fum than had ever been levied iertite tom- 

iiiillioncrs'': i'he tvhoie ot th.e taxes durintr that 

• • • 

^ vol. V. p, 7 K. • * Sco^l 1 , n.4Tt). «= T?Hu'fc*, 

't \} L\-r^i “ SfOJkl, J>. ^ 4^^- 

Von. Vil. Z * l-criod 
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period might at a medium amount to above two 
inilHons a-ycar; a i'um which, though moderate, 
much exceeded the icvenuc of any lormer king’’, 
bequedratioiis, compolitions, fale of crown and 
church lands, and of the lands of delinquents, yie'd- 
cd alfi:) I'onrulcrable furns, but very diflicult to be 
elli makd. Church lands arc faid to have been fold 
for a milii.m None of ihcfe were ever valued at 
idiovc ten or elevc’i years purchale ^ d'he ellates 
of delinqiienis amounted to above ;oo,ooo pounds 
a-year . Cromwcl died more than two million.'- tli 
debt'; ihou-’h ilic narliaauni had left him in the 
trLT.nuy alrovc ^Oo,'. • o ’'ounds; and in'ftorcs, the 

vali'.o r.i 

co-mmittoe (T danger iji April if)4S voted 
tv) r.tiio ihe annv o) .p,''-- » n;-. n ■ . The fame year, 
the pav (d i'u’ ai i.r V vas eii-iinucd at 80,000 pounds 
a-m(.'ui)\ Th-.-t :'’'idiimeu: ol thearmyin 1652, 
was in Scotland J 5,.-i'-'.'it, 2 C'o horfc, 560 dra- 
goo.ns; in I'ngianJ, a: c. j iu j;, > r."io horle, garri- 
lons 6' r In all, v:, -! n b, .'.-vf. s ollicers b The 
ari.uy i;i .'■hoe! ;nd _wa.- a.'icrv.'ar-.''. eonhderably re¬ 
duced. iT:c an:'!'- in irua.mi v.as n;)t much fliort 
000 men : lo ilr.t'; cp.v' luc v.liole, the com- 


V ’ 


ot 

meev.eahli r.i..i:iiL!i.n.d :,i iU :z a (i'lnding army of 
more Lh.ni P'.'C men. its patv amounicd to a 
vearlv ii/n of j ■,‘ri c noumU , Aiterwarus the 
protecfij-reduced, the dLab'ilhmcf.t to ,'o,coo men, 
a.s appears hv tin. Iniinuncnt of C-o\eiument and 

i » .> ^ . 

t lumble lAtitioii ;uiu Adv.'ce. -iiis frc-v-iuenl enter- 

A 

Vi'ilcs liim irc-ni linic U) time ij auinacnt 

tlieui. I’i'diaiii had mi f'Ot in I'inglacd an aimy 
of 1 melt, in Sc-'ahunl <iy:G, in Ireland about 


p U n^HCbir^ fibTt ll:clal»‘'TvcTiiH* "■ «>H lollir rt.-N-lirr; 

t't' It.n'f iit, t^o.-.oco \) -Utult., t^Avliidh 

n ny b- clb-CinMi ^ iJr. WolLcr, p. 14. 

• i’idU'lcc, M-1. i.p. 75 J, * lliu!. vol. ii. ]> 414. 

’ t lUitl.vji ]}.( 67 . “ W riii’; Miilakc in 01i\t.r 

p 7 ^ 3 * p. 3 ;?. ^ J iiirniil, 

MtKibid. 
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10,000 men'. The foot foklitrs had commonly a C ll A P. 
fljiliitJg a-day The horfe had two (hillings and 
fix pence; fo that many gciiilemcn and younger *66o. 
brothers of good family inlihed in the protedor’s 
cavalry'. No wonder that Inch men were averle 
fro;n tlic re-eflablilijment o( civil government, by 
which, they wail knew, they mult be deprived ol 
fo gainful a profefiior.. 

At the lime of the battle of Worceftcr, the par-* 
lianunt had on foot about So,ooo men, partly mi¬ 
litia, partly regular forces. '1 he vigour ot the com- 
moitwealth. and the great caparitv of thofe members 
who had aliiuned the government, never at any 
time appeared fo confpicuous'h 

1 iir whole revenue of the public, during thepro- 
tc>:lorf!iip oi o It hard, was cibmated at 1,868,717 
pounds; Ilis annual expenccs at 2,201,540 pounds. 

An additional reveiine was demanded from parlia¬ 
ment'. . 

'i ttu commcr&c and Indanr' of England incrcaf- 
cd extremely during tlie peaci-a’oie neriod of Charles’s 
rei'pi: Tiie trade to the Eaif-I;iii>cs and to Guinea 
Itccamc confivierable. 'i he EngTHi pcticircd almolt 
the folc trade whh Spain, fwi tty thoufand cloths 
we-re annuaib/ font to Turkey*. Commerce met 
with interni:-!ion, no doubt, from the civ;! wars 
atid convuilKjns which a Iter wards prt;v,tiled ; though 
it foon recovered after the cllaltlii'innent or thicom- 
jnuiiweaith. The war with the Diuei!, by uillreli- 
ing llic coiitmercc of fo formidable a rival, lervcd 
to encourage trade in England: ilic Spanhh war 
was to an equal degree pernicious. All the efieds 
of the KngUni merchants, to an immeiifc value, 
were conlilcated in Spain. The prevalence’ of de- 
mocralical principles engaged the country gentle- 

• Journal, •6II1 of April 1659. I* Thnrloe, vol. i. p. 395- 

vol. ii. «>. 414. Gumblc’s Lite Oi' Monk. 

Whitlocke, p. 477 - ' Journal, 7th April 1659. 

f Stiafford s Letters, vot. i. p- 4^1. 4 ^ 3 - 43 '^ * 
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men. to Ivliul rhe'r lor.K apprentice's to mcrclianrs i 

4 A y 

aive coM'im'.rce -his ever iuice more ijonourahlc 
in Knc:ln:t-.i fiiai! in iit*v titlier !‘An'o!it::in kim-xloin. 
'J'hc exri.ifiU' tomixu'.ic’s, v/hicli forrnc:lv cojii'ini^d 
traae, wi ic never exprefsly ahoriilicd by anv ordi¬ 
nance cil jiarliainent dtirin;^ the ronnnonxveuiih j 
lull as nit u pared no re.; ird to the jncroj];ative 
■\vi\Jice the chailers of tjuTe cnirinanie.s were de< 

I 

rived, i!;e mon. iptdv rras gradually Invaded, and 
eonimcrce ino.realed by ii;c itu reaie d libelly. In- 

tercil in i6so was rednee.l to fix r-er ceuf. T 

»' 1 

Ti'.r cad<''m'^ in Knphind, beiore tin; civil wars, 

are fait.1 to have, anmunird to -700,000 pounds a- 

voav " ; A fuiii ten limes ' vealer ibau durint''the 
** , ' * * 

bed j'critid in ([necu 1 ii/..'.I etli’s reijn; E111 there 
is '‘•i' li'alnv h-me exaent-raJit.;! in this inarier. 

* J V * 

'ri:;-; poil-iicnife in ibs^ v'as lannei-l at io,oco 
pounds a-Y'.ar, whidi was lieeincd a confidcrable 
jinn fi'r tie.: tlnee fin.'Joins, l.etters paid only 
ilL-out luiU their ju'cl'crif pofhf^e- 

i6io io I iivl ci hli d lieen coined 

6,900.^4-! I'onnd:'.. l'’roin lo.:* ’<'57? the coin¬ 
age innomned to jionnd.sn Dr. Dave- 

nant has lolel us from the rep;ilters of the mint, 
filar beiween 578 and 167", .'lien Iiad been coined 
ly.H ; 2 , 4 )(, pounds in r;(,ld anid lilvcr. 

'I'h C i 11' 1 i meii'ion of ita, eidfee, and chocolate, 
is alr.'iit lOt') "’. Afparayus, arliehoaks, cauli- 
llovvcr, and a variety of lall.sJs, were about the 
fame time iniiuduced irito lin; iai.J'. 


of 


'fiu- c.'dony of New J'injjiao.l incrcafcd by mean^s 
the puriians, who {led chiiher, in order to free 
theiiifelve.s {r'tin tlie conil-aint whicli I.auJ and the 
church party had impofed upon tliein ; and, before 
the connneucement of the civil wars, it is i’uppofed 


E Clarcirlon. >1 Lewis Robevl’i. Trenfiire of Tmffick. 

’ -Mdiipy .UtUrc Stnto orKniMaiui. * ^ Aiidcrio?!.. v(>l. w. 

p. 111. * Id. ib.d. 

, 
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to have contained 25,0:0 fouls lu r a like rea- c tt a p. 
foil, the catholics, ahcrvi.irds, wiin found litemfehts 
cxpofed to many hardihii.^, and dreadicd liiii v. ^.rfe 
trcarmont, vveni over to Atiurica in Nmubcrs, 
and fettled the colonv of M irv.'tiud. 

liiiKORh rhc civil wn!.:, l.-aruiiii.* and i]*c 
were favoured at court, n ni a f'(,od t;ii!e oe -.m to 
prevail la the nation. 'i'!;e kiu;; K.-ved plefurej, 
i’omedmes handled the j'encii iiia.deif, r.'id \\.;s a 
j^o.od judf.H'ol the art. 'Ji.e pieces oi Ion i ni ituif- 
ters were hoic^ht up at a veil p;ice ; aua die value 
of pidure.s douhled in Isurope by the cuuii.aion be- 
tweeti Charles and i-’hillp IV. oi* S]Ki!n, wtio w re 
touched vlih the fame elccaia .p.neoii. Van 1\ 




was carefied and enriched at lomt. li'.ito i;a.; 

* 7 

was mailer of the kinj^ks iHAiilli'ii^s; tlmuyh aii 
wards perfecuted by the ptirhament, lui acc'uuit 
of the part which lie had in rtbuiUhno St. ikuii’s, 
and for obcyiiiill fome oidcis ol eouncil, b^ wltieh 
he was directed to pull doun houfes, in order tu 
make room for that cdifitc. Laws, who had not 
been furpaked by any r.ui.ician beiore him, was 
much beloved bv the kiii_!;, wlui called him th'' fa¬ 
ther ol mui'c. Cita.rieswas a good judpr ol v. ritin;;’, 
and was thoiudit bv fume more anxious wi'h rceard 

»* V 

to purity of ilylc than becante a. monarchNot- 
withltandinjr his nanov' rtvcmic, and I,is freedom 
from all vaiiitv, he lived in Inch niaj^iiinecnee, that 
he poiUiTed lour< and uveiii y palaei s, :dl ol them 
elegantly and completely furiiilhed ; infoniuch ihJit, 
when, he removed from one to another, he wa.s not 
obliged to tlarifport any thing along with him. 

Ckomwm,, fhoii'di himfelf a barbarian, was not 
inf^nfiblc to liierarv meiit. Ulher, norwithltand- 
ing his being a bilhop, received a penfiun from him. 
Marvel- and Milton w'ere in his ferviec. Wkiller, 


“ BriLifh cinpia* in Aincric:i, vol. j. p. yi. 


” Bunxt. 
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^ who was his n^Ia. ion, was carcHT-J by him. That 

poet always i iid, that the protcTor luntfcll’ was nut 
i66o. i’o whollv illiterate as was comnicnlv ima'nned. lie 
gave a hu;uli\.d }>ount!s a-year to the divinity pro- 
ieflor at Oxiord; and an hi.torian imaui.iiis tpis 
bounty as an iniuince of his love ot iitciature 
l ie intended to have creeled a college at lluriium 
for the bcnelit of the northern ceiiuii'.s. 

Civil, wars, cfpedaily wlieii foimued on priiitiples 
of liberty, are not commonly uniavcmrable to rl?e 
arts of eloquence and compondon ; or railier^ by 
prefenting nobler and more interfiling ebjeds, fney 
amply compcnlatc that tranquillity oi -v.Lieh tli'y 
bereave the inufes. The fpcechcs of the jiii’Ia- 
mentary orators during tins period are of a i.rain 
much fuperior to whafaiiy foi nier age had I'loducid 
in England ; and the force and conipais of our 
tongue were then fait put to trial. It rnuu, lu’W- 
cver, be confUfed, that the wretr!u.d faaaiieifni 
which fo much iniecled the parli 'inentarY partv, 
was no lefs deflru<tUie of tafte and fcience, tluni of 
all law anil order, (faiely and wit were pro'eribed : 
ITuinan learning delpifed: Frudom of de- 

tcfled : Cant and hvpocrify alone nco-uni; " 1 . If 
was an arthd-j pofilivelv iiifideil on lo the prelln .ina- 
ries fo the tieaty of e'xbridun that all p'ay-li'Uifes 
fhould for c\.!’ be aholifiK i. Sir johi! fhivc- 
nanr, fays VVltitlockc ”, f|)e:ihiiig of the year 1O58, 
publiOwd an opera, nouviLidoiJiul.ig 'he nicety 
oT the limes. All the king’s luroiiuie was put 
to iaie: Ills pidures, uilpofed of ar very low’ 
price*', enriched all the colledions in Eunv i;; 
'File cartoims, when complete, were only ajipraif- 
cd at goo pounds, thovjgh t'* whole colledion 
of the king’.- curiofilies v/as fold at above 50,000''. 
Even the royal palaces were pulled in pieces. 


® Ntalc’s Ilifloiy‘of tlic Purt'iii*!, vol iv. p. 123. 

P P. 639. ’ ^ l\ir\. fiiil. vol. xijt. p. S3. 
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and the materials of them fold. The verv libniv 
and medals at St. James’s were intended bv twe 
generals to be brought to auftion, in order to pay 
the arrears of feme regiments of cavalry qi’.a'V. ’.e-J 
near J^ondon ; But SelJcn, apprcheidive ot the !-. ds, 
engaged his friend Whitiocke, then lord keepe" f-u- 
flic commonwealth, to anph foi tlie rald-e of libra¬ 
rian, , This expedient faved that \J'a.:blc cullec- 
tioii. • 

, ! r is, however, remarktible, that the greateft 
glnius by far that flione out in l'’.ii;;land during this 
period, was deeply engaged with tlu^'e fanatics, and 
even jiroltituled his pen in ihculogrca! eontroverfy, 
in factious difpales, and in julhiving the iuof!: vio¬ 
lent nieafures of the party. Tl;ii v. a-; Jehn hiillon, 
whed'e poems are auiuirablc, thougii li.ihi, to fon-c 
objections; his profc writing;s dil'agretaUlc, though 
not altogether defective in g^-nius. d'h,-,-are all Ids 
poems equal : 1 lis Paradii’t ’ oil, his t’omqs, and 
a few others, ftiine out a;niu;l foiue li.ii and iiifipld 
compofitioiis : Even in the Paradife Imlt, his capital 
performance, there are very lon^; jiaiiages, amount¬ 
ing to near a third of the work, almolt v/iioliy dei'ti- 
tutc of harmony and elegance, nay, ot all vigour 
of imagination. This natural inequality in Milton’s 
genius was much increafed by the incqu.iiiiit..s in his 
J’ubjt tt; of which fomc parts are of ihcmrelves the 
molt lofty that can enter into human couiteption; 
others would have required the molt iaiioured ele¬ 
gance of compofnion to’fupport tliein. It is cer¬ 
tain, thai this author, when in a happy mood, and 
employed on a noble fubjcch, is the moll wonder¬ 
fully fublimc of any poet in any language ; Homer 
and,Lucretius and Talfo not exempted. More con- 
eife than Homer, more'finiple than Talio, niv're 
nervous than Lucretius; had he livc’ll in a hucr 
age, and learned to polilli fome riidenels in his 
vcrl'es ; had he enjoyed better fortune, aiv' jtodi ncd 
leifure to watch the returns oHgenlu*? in himfeb., 

Z 4 * • ‘he 


j+3 

i 

i.xn. 

16 





ulLTOuY OF GREAT DRITAIK, 


cu AI’ hc■hl■^ IT'. >(,fpai;,.Eca, and I 


L' If. 
« j o« 


jovne 


•» M 

%• / \ s % « 


fi,.' » .! 


-G* ' 


I’i' is \.c'i ' never enjoyed In 

rr: hi.-;vv t .\:un^Au>\] \\i<efiljv Ihs 

i'e'^riu'}'. L ■• ' 1. T.ovi* rlc'.i : Ih .liiiiL 

« • . « ^ V 

-H r; , ■ • joi luid .i‘'*:Tnit «i\\(jrk 

< v.i ’/'-r f. .1 ir:::i il.e cuhl ol !•'ririer lanes, 

i t- 0 j''.i: i 1 liw.n fterevivin'^- *■00 |t )c11- 

} '■ i ^ i .v'-i, V,: r ■'■; ■_ icrtv. v.co. 'v n: r., by 
cni„v)ur:';:/.u \ ;i • . ednion el i*, rlio'-r tu*jn;y 

vears alter :hr :vM:.'>r's d enti, dih in-oe-da i* infu 
requePt; a':(! i'. r.iba, in Id.: .•!.■■•’ ;j'- e .v :. Ui'. Her 
edilum, fpe.il's (d :i j -.v :.^ • \ /i.n.in' n- i;e 
known. I'.ven liie pteviPacv o: ^ bit ads 

party, ho let vis t)g', or to h;eve bc^.'n uhh.)i j. ■ 
and Will*' fdks of can* iMiit-Mi, ;o i"* (...!Is 
lam, a hlau; aiar, who wv'^ Liii])io)Ov'; in tr.'ai.dvio:^ 
a rrcatv wiih b\.edcn into Loiiiu 'i'liJt.' of 

exprtPion are aniuiim> vo noPv’rirv, wi'o confniv'r 
now oblcnrc NS'hitlocae iihineir, tli'Uii'l: lonl-l'tei''. r 
and umbaiUilor, and iikIclJ a ni.in ol I'loa! abilid^.s 
and merit, has beccmic in con»|iariibii ol INblton, 

It is not llrango thv*,*' ivlilton received no encou- 
ragement after tlie refloraiicni: It is more to be 
admired lliat lic ctcrqKd with his P,,v.v.\ of 

tl)c cavaliers blamed cxo'ciiudy tlua lenaj n I'/jrds 
him, wliieh was I'o honourable in \U. kinf , and \o ad- 
vantago)US to pof^erity. h :s f ' i, tiua he iiad 
faved IVivemmt’.; li.'e durhi' pr^*. arori'np; and 
Daveiia.nt in relnin Vtlfmdwd i:i;'i i/.e jwoleelion 
aflcr ihj rcP:or;iii^vi; U lag P-.iPliie, that mea of 
Lifers u'-yja aKvv.yo to leiyard 1 !ieir lynniatliy oftafie 
as a nn/Oe jnnverlul b.^nd cil tndtin, ihan any Jilfer- 
i Oft ol j'O'iy or opiodoij as a J’onrce oi animahty. 
!r was ihioiij a flate <fi ])nvtTtv% ifSIudncis, ilifeTarc, 
danveT, tnu! ohl aye, ihaL Mihon eompvilt.l Ins 
woiuicrful {xj-on, v*!nch not only I’urnalfed^ali Uie 


r 



perrortn- 



T ll ECO M M O N W E A L T H. 


pLi'kirinaiu'cs of hi'; cnf( ni]’if>Ta]lcs, hut all the C 

v.hi: h liad ilowcil Iri-.m hi', peu dii- 
iriL, li;'- vi^iuiv »;1 his a-’c and the hi‘i>;lit of iiis 
pro rii”, ciriiitriltancc is not tiic lead re¬ 

in.oi i!)!r of uU riiofe vJiich attend that great genius, 
i in iG:..;., '.i.'ed 66. 

\!.i i.a w.v> the lird refiner of F.nglifii poetry, 
a; 1, a" 'd Kiighili rhyme; but his performances dill 
a'toiU'.'r Vv'ith manv faults, :uul, what is more matc- 
ri^iK tin-, eonmin hut feeble and fiiperficial beauties. 
(faiLt',, wit, a’d in'^enuiiv, are thiir rulinr'' cha- 
' nil ". : I'hev a ';are not to tin; i'ubliine; iliil h'k to 
the ]>;'.thetic. 'i'he.v treat (if io/e, without inaVdng 
iis feel ;.ny tendetners; and ah(^ulK! in pt'nrr.yric, 
A'.iih'Uit iidimirati')!!, d he p:tne'’vrie, (iow- 

1 J V > 

evi.r, ('u v'.rofhwi. 1, eont.iia.s, more force fba.; \vc 
diiudd expect lre;n the otlr r cornpoiltions of this 

W/'.M,' R was horn to an ample fen-tun^, v/as 
ui’i''' i.itroduc!^ io the court, and lived in llic bed 
com",-uv. lie p'ti'elKd tiJeiii:' fen* eloqiuhce as 
\,ei! a,, 'poetry; and till his dea>h, which h iniprncd 
in a good ('hi iige, he was .the deliglit of the lu)ul'e 
O/f coi’ni.oi',;;. 'i’lie errors of Ins life proceeded more 
Ifi'im want v'f courage, than ol honour or integrity, 
ile died in sOi’y, aged 

Cow’i.Rv is an author extrcr.v’y corrupted by th^ 
bad tid'e of his :n:e ; but, had he lived evert in the 
jnired ‘lines < f (Ireec'c or Rome, he mud always 
liave been a very indiih-rent poet, fie had no car 
► for batnnony ; and his verles are only known to be 
inch bv the rltvme, which terminates them. In his 
I'.u-'c'cd nntniu’.able numbers are conveyed fenti- 
in.c'.ips the mod drained and didorted ; long-fpim 
ail'-'gorics, didant allufiohs, and forced eonceils. 
(ircat Ic.gcnuiiy, however, and vigour’of riiought, 
f'.nietiines break out ainidit thofe unnatural concep- 
f'ons: A fe.w anacreontics furprire us by their i aCe 
ii:;d Lxtietv ; lli.s nrofe writitirs pVtafe, by the ho- 
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CHAP, nefly and goodnofs v hich tliey exjners, and even by 
LXll. their fplccn and iivdancdi.dv. d'hi-- audi.-r was 
inuoh more prai'^d ;a ! adovr. -i (!nnn 5 ivia iiictinu-, 

• and ccIJorded aiier hd -‘b, ) (be rrcat Mil- 

ion. H'j die 1 in v-, ryL-d 

S:;; je-liri D^nhan:, in idia Ct.oin~’.' Iliil (for 
none oi Ifis otiicr’j'.Ov' ’ncvil :.!u.rndoid, ha:; a lof- 
tincid and vigour, v i)i..ii had ma bci’oie him been 
•atiaiiicd by a’.iy hi:- jilli poet who rvrote in rhyme. 
The inecliunicai illidcultics of that ineal'urc retarded 
ils impiovcincni. bhakerpeare, whofe tiagic iceiics 
aie ibmttinu.s fo wonderfully for' ibie and cnprcllivc, 
is a very indiii'crtjii poet wlien he artcjirds to rhyme. 
Prcfilion and neatnef; are chiedy wa:..;;)g in Den- 
ham. lit died in j6Sf^, aried y. 

No Kn^liili iinihor in tiuit a?c v-a'? more celc- 

< I) 

brated botii abroad and at homey then IIobi)Cs : In 
our time, he is much negleedetl: A lively inltancx’, 
how precarloia; ail re-putaiioii!-. founehvi on reafoning 
and philofophyl A jdeafant e:oinedv, which paints 
the manners of ilte ago, anel expofes a faitldul 
picture of nature, ,is a durable W(.;k, and is tranl- 
mitted to the latcft poiicrity. Ikit a iyilenf, whe¬ 
ther phyfical or inetaphyfical, ccanmonly owes its 
I'uccefs to its novelty ; and is no foot.or canvaffed 
with impaTtialiiy than its wcakncls is elifeovered, 
•Hobbes’s p(diucs are hitcu only t('; promote tyranny, 
and hiAclhiex; to encourage licentioufacfs. Though 
an enemy to religion, he partakes notlnng of the 
fpirit of fi'cpricihn ; but is as poliiive anct liogmati- 
cal as ii human rcafon, anel his reafon in pariieular,. 
could attain a thtirough conviction in the:! Aibjects. 
Clearnefs anel propriety ol j{.yl«- rre the chief excel¬ 
lencies olTIobbes’.s writings, in Ids own pcrfpn he 
is reprefented to have been a man ol virtue ; a cha- 
rader iio-\Vife furpiifing, notwithihinding his liber¬ 
tine fyflem of ethics. T itnidity is the principal fault 
w'ith which ht is reproached : He lived to an extreme 
old age, yet co\dd never reconcile himfelf to tlie 

4 thoughts 
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■;'iioti;i;liis uf dealli. The boldncTs of his opinions C TI A P. 
;:;ui jbiuiincnts forms a romarkablo contralf to this 


j;arr<'j hi is character. He died in fO/.i, aged yi. 

Har on's Ofo.-’Ti i v'a;’. v.e!l adapted to lint 

age., Av.'a^n the plans of iniagiiiary republics were 
tile daily fubjefts of debate and coiivcrfation ; and 
cve i in ceur time, i: is hiliiy admired as a work of 
genius a;ul invention. The idea, however, of a, 
perfect and innunr. d cornmonweaUh wall alv/ays be 
lotind as clunterical a.s that of a peifc\l and innnor- 
tal man. 'I he I'lvic <>] this anther wants eahe and 
fluency ; but the geod i^iaiter, which his work cori- 
tains, makes • coiujteaiaiion. ITe uied in 1677, 
aged 66. 

1 lAAVitv Is entitled to the elorv of having mavle, 
by rcaibning alone, without any iiiixlure of accident, 
a capital dilcovery in ojie of the molt important 
branches of Jciencc. fie Itad alfo the happinefs of 
(dlablihiing at.ijnce Ins theory on the mol? folid 
and convincing prools ; and pidlcrity has added 
little to the arguments fuggellcd by his indulfry and 
ingenuity. His ireatiie of the circulation of the 
blood is farther cmbellilhetl by that warmth and 
fp.’rit which fo naturally accompany the genius of 
invention. T his great man was much favoured by 
Hhailes I. who gave him the liberty of ullng all the, 
deer in the roval forcfls lor perfccling liis oili^ovcrics 
on ti;e generation of animals. It was remarked, 
that no pliyficiau itfj'iuropc*, who had reached forty 
vear.s of agi‘, ever, t 1 tiie end of hi.s life, adopted 
llarvey’s doctriue of tf . ek._i ’.;tion of the bk'od, 
and that his practice in 1. , d.vn diiniiiiilicd ex¬ 
tremely, from the rcpr.v.vh orawn ujaj:i*nim by 
that ^reat and fignal dt! o .orv. So il.iw is the jM'o- 
gr-. Is oi truth in every ■ ce. evet' vT 11 not op- 
pofed by factious-or iUpe; ;L;rioUs pr. ii!di<''e.-> I He 
died in 1657, 7’v* 

'I’ni.s age alfords gieat ir.atetials for hj[;lory; out 
did not produce any accoinjdiilre^ hillorian. Cl,i- 

. rendon. 
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C 11 A P. rcnJviii Ii.'.v’.t;, v.* 1 ’, a'v.';u ei’.tc!- 
, \ , taiii'i'g V.r’i.; , c\(.ii ..'.A';: <4 'svi rviii.tt.tv ;>» 

1600. know ll-t ’iC/Aj > ■ 1. "",v ji/ojiA. 

and vlAi-:..!;;-.!, ;Tid - .:,!•■,■ t!.(. Ln^tii cjI ii* 

pole..:.; lA.'J" o.'.n i'-Li-,'.:. r’xii; and i! iiUMl-IP, 
and [jL'a'i...'. ii.s .-.i i^'j J.i.a/ a... v.c d-AppiuvC 
o1 ii. lie i- iiieic ivii.d. 1:. aMj,-. r.’'. ec tliau ill 

# t 

.rcaii*'': lAir Sii- -n. a: vin:;', to .nvT;- 

J i . k 

gift, lor th'^ 1 ir.g ; bur Ij’ : ap pi-as a.re oilcu v.v-ll 
grounded, lie Is !cb parti,il in lii.v ’'.buisni i)i laA;., 
than in his arc )uul oi cliarad rs: lie was too ho- 
ncH a mail lolal'dly the iorni,.i ; b.i ■. u.lcAtii'its were 
cafily capable, u'iiknown 10 liimrclf, ol ilifAiiilin;;- 
the latter. An air ('f probity a.mi goodneis runs 
through the whole w .A;; as thel’e ijualitics did in 
reality embellifli tile w’lole lAe oi the author, lie 
died in 1674 , aged (;d. 

Tiikse are the cliici peTlbrmanccs which engage 
the attention o.*^" policrity. 'J'hol'c- 'uunheiltls pro¬ 
ductions, with wl.ich tile prefs then abounded ; the 
cant ol the puljiit, tlie dechuntitions ol party, the 
fubtilties ol tlicoh'gy, all ihel’e have long ago funk 
in lilence and oblivion. J.vcn a writer, Inch as 
Selden, whole learning was his chief excellenc} ; or 
Chillingwrjrih, an acute difputant again!! the pa- 
pllls, will fcarceiy be ranked among the dallies td" 
our lajiguagc or counli y. 
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C II A P. LXllI. 


Nl'zv n2ifiij7ry - of uuL'nn^Jfy - '^citlemcui of 

the rcvciiio’ - Trial unu execution (f ihr l-cgiricl,.'; 

- Di'Jblalion of ihr - F^'yliar.rrit 

- PrcJtirv rci'a'ai- - Ir-i!ic:i rf' the ni'iHc- 

7uincins . . 's of Sc'/^uy J - i -''”/c^Y/r'V {li 

ihc Savoy - .-.ry ::i.. f.r i.uJ r a lO’norc- 

hcnfic'.i - A raw ■j>crl-.ar.icrt - iliJhvpF /cats 

rcJlofi'J - O)porati:;! clJ - Atl of uj.f-.rnuiy 

' ‘ ■' ^ f i ore - 02 :d 

execution - P ■.'Jbytirian clc'-py ficAicl - D:ai^ 

}:irk foul to tie F,'(nA - 0^,11 f indtiP 

gcnce - DcclihC of LiarcitJc i's c:\P-J. 


C HARI.es P. wnea he rJcenvlcJ the throne < 1 c ti a 1 
Iiis ancefloro, w.ih thirty years oi' a<::e. lie 
pofl’effcd a vigorous conRituiion, a hue ihape, a 
manly figure, a graceful air; and tlfouglfhis fea¬ 
tures were harlli,. yet w^s his counfeiu-noe in the 
m^m lively and engaging, lie was in that period 
of life, when there fcinains enough of youth to rejt- * 
der the porfon amiahle, without preyenling that au¬ 
thority and regard which attend the years of e.'rperi- 
cnc« and maturity. I'endernefs was excited by the 
memory of his recent adverfities. • His prefent 
profperlty was th^ objeft rather of admiration than 
of envy. And as the fudden and fur^rihng revo¬ 
lution, which reflorcd him to his regal liclus, had 

% • alio 
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CHAP, alfo reflored the nation to peace, law, order, and 
LXfif. liberty; no prince ever obtained a crown in more 
favourable circundlanccs, or was more bleft 
with the cordial afleftion and attachment of his 
fubjefts. 

This popularity the king, by his whole demeanor 
and behaviour, was well qualilietl to lupport and to 
increafe. Tp a lively wit and quick comprehen- 
/lon, he united a jull undcrllanding, and a general 
obfervation bolli of men and things. I'he eafiefl: 
manners, the rnoll unafrc6iv,d politenefs, the moll 
cnnatn'nGf gaictv, acc rnpanied his converfation and 
addrels. Acciuloincd, durin'^ his exile, to live 
among his courtieVs r.uhcr like a companion than a 
monarch, he retained, even while on ilic throne, 
that open affability, which was capable of reconcil¬ 
ing the mofl detennriicd repul^licans to his royal 
dignity. Totally devoid of rercuiment, as well 
from the natural lenity as careltlliitis oi his temper, 
he iulurcd pardc'ti to tite moll guilty.pf his enemies, 
and left hopes cf favour to lii,^ moll v\)lent oppo¬ 
nents. hroin ih.e whole tenr.ur of his a6lions and 
dlfeourfe, he feeined dehrouf of loling the memory 
of pall aniinofities, and ?)f uniting every party in an 
affection for their prince and their native country. 

Into liis council were admitted the mofl eminent 
men of the naiion, uitiKuit regard to former dif- 
tinflions: Tjie preibytoriar. equally with the roy- 
alills, ffaredihis honour. Annciiey was alfo created 
earl of Angiel’cy; Alhky Conper lord Afhley; 
Dcn/.il lloilis lord Iloias. "^Ijlie earl of Manchef-^ 
tdr was appointed lord chamberlain, and lord Say, 
privy-feal. Culamy and Baxter, prcflryterian cler¬ 
gymen, were even made chajdains to the king. 

Admir.m. Montague, •created earl of Sandwich, 
was entitleiii, from his recent fervices, to great fa¬ 
vour ; and he obtained it. Monk, created duke of 
Albemarle/ liad performed fuch fignal fervices, that, 

. according 
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according to a vulgar and malignant obfervatlon, CHAP, 
he ought rather to have expeded haired and ingra- LXlil. 
titude Yet was he ever treated by the king with *” 766 ^?** 
great marks of diilinClion. Charles’s difpofilion, 
free from jcaloufy; and the prudent behaviour of 
thcgcnc^l, who never over-iated his merits; pre¬ 
vented ^ll thofe difgults which naturally arife in fo 
delicate a fituation. The capacity too of AlhemarU*. 
was not extenfive, and his parts were more folid 
than Alining. Though he had diAinguilbed him- 
felf in inferior Aations, he was imagined, upon fa¬ 
miliar acquaintance, not to ])e vvliolly equal to thofe 
great achievements, which fortune, utiiu d to pru¬ 
dence, had enabled innn to and he ap¬ 

peared unfit for t’lc C' nrt, a iecno of life to which 
lie had never been acculuinie.l. isbvrrice, his iriend, 
was created fccretarv of iiatej and was lupporied 
more by his patron’s credit then by his own abilities 


or experience. 

But thi ^chqi ce which the king at Arft mafle of 
his principal minifters and favourites, was the cir- 
cumftance which chiefly gave contentment to the 
nation, and prognoflicated futBre happinefs and 
tranquillity. Sir Edward Hyde, created earl of 
Clarendon, w'as chancellor and prime minifter : The 
marquis, created duke of Ormond, w^as Reward of 
the houfehold : 'i he earl of Southampton, high 
treafurer: Sir Edward Nicholas, fccretary of flatc. 
Thefe men, united together in friendAiip, ancl com¬ 
bined in the fame Jaudable inclinarioni, Ihpported 
each other’s credit, and purfued the inicrcAs of the 
])ublic. 

Agreeable to the prefent profpGriiy of public 
affairs, was the univerfal joy and feftivity.diA'ufed 
throughout the nation. melancholy auftcrity 

of the fanatics fell into diferedit, togetlrer with their 
principles. The royalifls, who had ever affedted a 
contrary difpoficion, .found in their reegnt fuccefs 
new motives for mirth and gaiety; and it now be- 

. * ^ * longed 
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longed to them to give repute and fafliion to their 
manners. From pud experience it had fufficiently 
appeared, that gravity was very dillimd from -wif- 
dom, formality from virtue, and kypoevify Ironr 
religion. The king himlek, who bore a ftrong 
propcnlity to picafure, ferved, by his powerful and 
engaging example, to banf h thole four and im.lig- 
nant humours, which hud hitherto engendered (neh 
iconfulion. And though the jiilt bounds were un¬ 
doubtedly palled, when men returned from their lor- 
mer extreme ; yet was the public happy in txoliaujg- 
ingviees, peruieious tofociely, for dif rders, hurllid 
chiefly to the individuals theinfcives who weic 
guilty of them. * 

I'i‘ required fome rijnc before the feverah pat ts of 
the date, di&ligured by war and faction, could re¬ 
cover their former arranucinciit; Ihit the parlia- 
ment immediately fell intogiHxi correi'por.deiiee with 
the king, and they treated liim with the fame duti¬ 
ful regard which had ufualiy been paid to his pre- 
deced'ors. Being fuminoiiv^d without tite king’s 
confent, they received, at firfl, only the title of a 
convention ; and it was not till he paded an ael for 
that purpofe, that they'were crdlcd by the appella¬ 
tion of parliament. All judicial proceedings, trunf- 
adled in the name of the commonwealth or protec¬ 
tor, were ratilied by a new laNV. And both houfes, 
acknot^dedging the guilt of the former rebellion, 
gratefully received, in their own name, and in that 
of all the fubjccls, his 'majedy's gracious pardon 
and indemnity. 

TiiE king, before his rcdorjtition, being afraid of 
reducing any bf his enemies to dcfjialr, and at the 
fame tinle unviulling that fnch enormous crimes as 
had' been coainiftted, fhwuld rcet-ive a total uiipu- 
nity, had cxprell'ed himlclf very rauuoufly in his 
deefaration of Breda, and hadpromiled an indLiunity 
to all crinrlnals but fueb as drouid be txetptLd by 
parliameiit. now iiiued a piecla.nauoii, de- 

. * ' tlujing 
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daring that fuch of the late king’s judges as did C H A P. 
not yield themfelves prifoners within fourteen days , , 

fhould receive no pardon. Nineteen furrendered ^i66o. 
themfelves: Some were taken in their flight; Others 
efcaped beyond lea. 

Thi: commons feem to have been more inclined 


to lenity" than the lords. The upper houfe in¬ 
flamed by the ill ufage which they had received, 
were rcfolved, befides the late king’s judges, to ex¬ 
cept every one who had fitteii in any high court of 
jujlice. Nay, the earl of Briflol moved, that no 
j)aVdon might be granted to thofe who had any-wife 
contributed to the king’s death. So wide an ex¬ 
ception, in which every one whg had I'erved the 
parliament might be comprehended, gave a general 
alarm; and men began to apprehend, that this mo¬ 
tion was the effed of feme cogrt artifice or intrigfie. 
But the king foon diflipated thefe fears. lie came 
to the houfe of peers; and, in the moft earned 
terms, palTcd the ad of general indemnity.. He 
urged botir^lKrneceflity of the thing, and the obli¬ 
gation of his former promife: A promife, he faid, 
which he would ever regard as lacred; fiiice to it 
he probably owed the fatisfadion, which at prefent 
he enjoyed, of meeting his people in parliament. 
This meafure of the king’s was received with great 
applaufe and fatisfadion. 

After repeated felicitations, the ad of indem¬ 
nity palled both houfes, and foon received the ro) al 
affent. Thofe who had an immediate hand in the 
late king’s death, were there excepted: Even Crom- 
jvcl, Ireton, Bradfhaw, and others now dead, were 
attainted, and their eftates forfeited. Vane and 
Lambert, though none of the regici( 3 es’ were alfo 
excepfed. St. John and fevcntccn perfohs more 
were deprived of all benefit from this, ad, if they 
ever accepted any public employment.’ All who 
had fitt«n in anv illegal high court of juftlce were 
VoL. VII. ' A a ’ difabkd 
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CHAP, tlifabled from bearing offices. Thefe were all the 

,, feverities which Ibllowed fnch furious civil wars anti 

1660. convuifions. 

-Settlement Tiic next bufmefs was the fttclement of the king^s 

venue work, the parliament had regard 

to public frecdopi, as well'as to the lupport of the 
crown. The tenures of wards aiid liveries Yi<.d long’ 
been regarded as a grievous burthen by the nobility 
and gentry: Several attempts had been made during 
the reign of James to purchal'e this prerogative, to¬ 
gether with that of purveyance; and 200,000 pounds 
a-ycar hud been ofl'ered that prince in lieu of them: 
Wardffiips and purveyance had been utterly abo- 
liffied by the ref ublican parliament: And even iii 
the prefent parliament, before the king arrived in 
England, a l)ill had been introduced, ofl’eriug him 
a enmpenfation for the emolument of thefe prero¬ 
gatives. A hundred thoufand pounds a year was 
the fum agreed to; and half of the excife was fet¬ 
tled in perpetuity upon the crown' as the fund 
whence this revenue ffiould be levied" d'hough 
that impoft yielded more profit, the bargain'^luight 
be elteemcd hard, and it was chiefly the' iieceffity' 
of the king’s fituation, which induced him to con- 
fent to it. No requeft of the parliament, during 
the prefent joy, could be refufed them. 

Tonnacm and poundage and the other half of 
the excife were granted to the king during life. The 
parliament even proceeded fo far as to vote that the 
fettled revenue of the crown for all charges fhould 
be 1,200,000 pounds a-year; a fum greater than 
any Englilh monarch had ever before enjoyed. But 
as all the, prmces of Europe were perpetually aug¬ 
menting their military force, and confequently their* 
expence, it beeame requifite that England,, from 
motives both of honour and fecurity, fliould bear 
fome proportion to them, and adapt its revenue to 
the new„fyfl:em of politics which prevailed. Ac¬ 
cording 
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cording to the chancellor’s comj)utation, a charge c n a v. 
of 800,oco pounds a-year was at prJcnt requifite l-Xlir. 
for the 'fleet and oilier articles, which formerly colt 
the crown but eighty ihoufund. 

Had the parliament, before reftoring rite k'ng, 
inC(lqri-*on any farther liniitHtions.thaM ihi ie which 
the conltitiuion already inipoleil; befuk ’ ‘he danger 
of reviving former quarrels among patties; it would 
feem that their precauiiDU had been entirely lupcr* 
llu lus. liy realoii of its (lender and precarious re- 
X'iuue, the crown in eifecl was ilill haally depend¬ 
ent. Not a fourth pari of this fu:n, which ieemed 
requilire for puldic exyiences, coidd be levied with¬ 
out coril'ent oi pariiameiit; and any conceliions, had 
tliey been thouuiit iiecc lary, mighu even after the 
reitoraiion, be extorted by the eannmons iVem tlieir 
iiccefiitous priitce. This parhanient fnowed no iu- 
teniiou of employing at prcfcnt iliat engine to any 
fuch purpofes; but they leemed itill determiiu;d not 
to part with.,if'entirely, or to remicr the revenues of 
the crow'n tixed and independent. Though they voted 
in general, that 1,200 coo pounds a-year Ihould be 
fettled on the king, they fcarccly afligned any lunds 
which could yield two thirds of that I'uin. And they 
left the care of fulfilling their engagements to the 
future confidcration of parliament. 

In all the temporary fupplies which they voted, 
they difeovered the fame cautious irugality* ’I'o 
dilband the army, fo formidable iu itielf, and fo 
much acculloined lo rebellion and change's of go*, 
vernment, w'as neceflary for the fecurity both of 
Aing and parliament; yet the commons fliowc'd great 
jealoufy in granting the funis requifiteT'o# that end. 

An afllcflment of 70,000 pounds a-month ^ya3 im- 
pofed;* but it was at firll•voted to continue only 
three months ; And all the other fums, which they 
levied fyr that putpofe, by a poll-bill and new 
aflefl'raents, were dill granted by parccLj *as if they 

A a 2 • • were 
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c H A p. were not, as yci, well aflured of the fidelity of the 
^LXtii. jjand to which the money was entrufled. Having 

proceeded lo far in the fcttlement of the nation, the 


Sept. I 

Tn.il And 
execution 
of the re- 


parliament adjourned itftlf for fome time. 

Ditrinc; the recefs of parliament, the objeQ:, 
which chiefly Iiirtercited the public, was the trial 
and condemnation of the regicides. The general 
indignation, attending the enormous crime of which 


‘thefe men had been guilty, made their fufferings 
the fubjeef of joy to the people: But in the peculiar 
circumflanccs of that aftion, in the prejudices of the 
times, as w'ell as in the behaviour of the criminals. 


a mind, fcafoned^with humanity, will find a plenti¬ 
ful fource of compafllon and indulgence. Can any 
one, without concern for human blindnefs and ig¬ 
norance, confider the., demeanour of general Harri- 
fon, who was firll brought to his trial? With great 
courage and elevation of fentiment, he told the 
courts, that the pretended crime, of which he flood 
accufed, was not a deed perfomiew-i** a corner; 
The found of it had gone forth to mofl nations; 
and in the lingular and marvellous condufl of it 
had chiefly appeared thp fovereign power of heaven. 
That he himfelf, agitated by doubts, had often, 
•with paffionate tears, offered up his addreffes to 
the divine Majcfty, and earucflly fought for light 
and convidion: lie had ftill received affurance of 


a heavenly ‘ function, and returned from thefe de¬ 
vout fuppllcations with more ferene tranquillity and 
fatisfaciion. That all the nations of the earth were. 


in the eyes of their Creator, lefs than a drop of 
water in the bucket; nor were their erroneous judg¬ 
ments au^^ht but darknefs; compared with divine 
illuminations. That thefe frequent illapfes jof the 
divine fpirit. he could not fufped to be interelled 
illufions; fmcc he was confeious, that for no tem¬ 
poral advantage, wouhl he offer injury tor the poorefl 
manor woman that trod upon the earth. That all 

' • the 
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the allurements of ambition, all the terrors of im* c Jl A P. 
prifonmerrf, had not been able, during the ufurpa- 
tion of Cromwel, to lhake his fleady refolution, or 16&0. 
bend him to a compliance with that deceitful tyrant. 

And that when invited by him to fit on the right 
hajid of* the throne, when olFered, riches and fplen- ‘ 
dour and dominion, he had diidainedly rejeded all 
temptations; and ncgleding the tears of his friends 
and family, had flill, through every danger, held 
fall his principles and his integrity, 

\ Scot, who was more a republican than a fanatic, 
had faid in the houic of cnnunons, a little belore the 
reltoration, that he dclired no other epitaph to be 
inferibed on his tomb hone thai\ this; Ihre lies 
Thomas Seal, zvho adjiiJ^^cd the death. He 

fupported the fame I'pirii aipoii his trial, 

Carew, a Millenarian, lubmlited to his trial, 
vbig to cur Lord yefus Chriji his ■ t'ight to the go¬ 
vernment of thefe kingdoms. Some icrupled t^o fay, 
accordiij^jp^fprm, that they would be tried by God 
and their country; becaufe God was not vifibly 
prefenc to judge them. Others f^id, that they would 
be tried by the word of God. 

No more than fix of the late king’s judges, Har- 
rlfon, Scot, Carew, Clement, Jones, and Scrope, 
were executed; Scrope alone, of all thofe who came 
in upon the king’s proclamation. He was a gentle¬ 
man of good family and of a decent chiraclfr: But 
it was proved, that he had a little before, in conver- 
fation, exprelfed himfelf a% if he were no-wile con¬ 
vinced of rmy guilt in^condemning the king. Axtel, 
who had guarded the high court of juftice, Hacker, 
who commanded on the day of the Idilg’s# execution. 

Coke, the folicitor for lire people ol England, and 
Hugfi Peters, the fanatical preacher, who inllaiaetl 
the army and impelled them to regicide; All thefe 
were trjed, and condemned, and I'ulFered with the 
king’s judges. No faint or.coiiicfTor ever went to 
martyrdom with more allured coi^Tulcnc^ ®f heaven 

A a 3 ' • than 
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^Lxri^" tiian was exprcffed by thofe criminals, even when 
‘ ■ the tterrors of immediate death, joined to many in¬ 
dignities. were let before them. The rcll oi the 
king’s judges, by an unexampled lenity, were re¬ 
prieved j and they were difperled into feveral pri- 
fons. . - . , 

"i'lriK puniflimcnt of declared enemies interrupted 
ne t the rejoicings of the court: But the dea:h of the 
iluke of Gloceller, a young prince of promifing 
hopes, threw a great cloud upon them. The kini 
by no incident in his life, was ever fo deeply all'etU( 
Glocefter was obl'crved to poflefs united the good 
qualities of both his brothers: I'he clear judgment 
and penetration of the king; the indultry and appli¬ 
cation of the duke of York. Me was ulfo believed 
to be aireftionate to the religion and conflitution of 
his country. He w'as’but twenty years of age, when 
the linall-pox put an end to his life. 

Thl princci’s of Orange, having come to England, 
in ortler to partake of the joy attendin^:;^he reftora- 
tion of her family, with whom fhe lived in great 
friendlh’p, foou afi^,r fickened and died. The quoen- 
niothir paid a vifit to her fon; and obtained his 
coiifei.t I) the marriage of the princefs Henrietta, 
with the duke of Orleans, brother to the French 
king. 

ArTER a recefs of near two months, the parlia- 
mer.t Jijet, and proceeded in the great work of the 
national fettlement. "I’hey eftablillied the poll-of¬ 
fice, wine Jicenl'es, and Idnie articles of the revenue. 
Thev rr.vnicd more aileffmen^s, and fome arrears,^ 
for . 'r'} :Vig dilbanding the army. Buifmefs being 
carried ou^vifh great unanimity, was foon difpatch- 
ed: And after they had fittcn near two months, the 
king, in a fpeech full of the moft gracious exprelSons, 
thought prejjer to dilTolve them. 

fr’iiis houfe of commons had been chofeq during 
the reign of the old parliamentary party; and though 
many royalUts h?d creeped in aniongft them,-yet 
. . • did 
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did it chiefly confift of prefbyterians, who ha4 not CHAP* 
y'Ct entirely laid afide their old jealoufies and prin- 
ciples. Leiithal, a member, having faid, that thofe 
who firft to<'>k arms againfl the king, were as guilty 
as thofe wiio afterwards brought him to the fcalFoid, 
vvi« fiivcre'v reprimanded by order of the houfe; 
and the molt violent efforts of 'the long parliament, 
tp fecuie the conftitntion, and bring delinquents to 
juflice, were in efl'cd vindicated and applauded’,* 
l^he claim of the two houfes to the railuia, the firft 
gi*ound of the quarrel, however exorbitant an ufurp- 
aiioii, was never exprefsly refigned by this parlia¬ 
ment. • I’hey made all grants of itjoncy with a very 
fparing hand. Great arrears being due by the pro¬ 
tector, to the fleet, the army, the navv-oilice, and 
every branch of fervice; this whole debt they threw 
upon the crown, without eftablidupg funds fuflicient 
lor its payment. Yet norwithllanuing this jealous 
cave, expreiVed by the pailiament, there prevails a 
llory, th^L-Pi^pham, having founded the difpofitioii 
of the members, undertook to the earl of Southamp¬ 
ton to procure, during the king’s life, a grant of 
two millions a-ycar, land ta^; a fum w'hich, added 
to the cuftoms and excife, would for ever have 
rendered this prince independent of his people, 
Southampton, it is faid, merely from hi.s affetfioii 
to the king, had unwarily embraced the off-r; and 
it was not till he communicated the iriattei'to the 
chancellor, that he was nia^e fenfible of it.s jiernici- 
ous tendency. It is not improbable, that fuch an. 

©ffer might have been made, and been hearkened 
to; but it is no-wife probable that a^ the interell 
cf the court would ev6r, with this houfe of com- 
mons,,have been able to make it efl'eclual. Claren¬ 
don fliowcd his prudence, no Icfs fhan his integrity, 

{11 entirely rejeiiing it^ 


« Journali, vol, vii’f, p, 3^4. 
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CHAP. The chancellor, from the fame principles of con- 
dudl, haftened to difband the army. When the 
1660. reviewed thefe veteran troops, he was ftruck 

with their beauty, order, difeipline, and martial ap¬ 
pearance ; and being fenfible, that regular forces are 
moft necefl’ary implements of royalty, he expreffed a 
defirc of finding expedients llill to retain them. 
But his wife miniftor fet before him the dangerous 
fpirit by which thefe troops were actuated, their en- 
thufiallic genius, their habits of rebellion and my- 
tinyj and he convinced the king, that, till thdy 
were difbanded, he never could efteem himfelf fe- 
curely eftablifliedion his throne. No more troops 
were retained than a few guards and garrifons, about 
loco horfc, and 4000 foot. This was the firll ap¬ 
pearance, under the monarchy, of a regular fland- 
ing army in this ifland. Lord Mordaunt faid, that 
the king, being poffelfed of that force, might now 
look Upon hiinfelfas the moft confidcrable gentleman 
in England'. The fortifications of Gforelftr, Taun- 
ton, and other towns, which had made rcftftance to 
the king during the civil wars, were demolifh- 
cd. • 

Clarendon not only behaved with wifdom and 
jufticc in the office of chancellor: All the counfels, 
which he gave the king, tended equally to promote 
the intereft of prince and people. Charles, accuf- 
tomed *in his exile to pay entire deference to the 
Judgment of this faiihfiil fervapt, continued ftill 
to fubnnt to his direttion; and for fome time no 
niinifter was ever poffelfed of* more abfolute autho¬ 
rity. He ^moderated the forward zeal of the roy- 
alifts, and tempered their appetite for revenge. With 
the oppofite party^ he endeavoured to preferve invio¬ 
late dl the^king’s engagements: He kept an exadt 

g 

* King James’s Mem^ ira. This prince fays, that Venucr's infur- 
ye^lion iirniffiedarcafonorprt'tcncei'orkcepingupthLgu.inls, which 
were intendedfirft have beta difbanded with the reft of the army 

‘ ' regifter 
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regifter of the promifes which had been made for c H A p. 
any fervice, and he employed all his induftry to 
fulfil them. This good miniftcr was now nearly 166a. 
allied to the royal family. His daughter, Ann 
Hyde, a woman of fpirit and fine accomplifhineiits, 
had Jidhrkened, while abroad, tg the addreffes of 
the duke of York, ami, under promife of marriage, 
had fecretly admitted him to her bed. Her preg¬ 
nancy appeared foon after the reftoration; and 
^hough many endeavoured to difluadc the king from 
confenting to fo unequal an alliance, Charles, in pity 
to his friend and miniller, who had been ignorant of 
thefe engagements, permitted his brother to marry 
her". Clarendon cxprelfed great uneafmefs at tlic 
honour which he had obtained; and fidil, that, by 
being elevated fo much above his rank, he thence 
dreaded a more fudden downfal. 

-Mos t circumftances of Clarendon’s adminiftra- PrH.vy 
tion have met with applaufe: His maxims jilone in 
the ediidu^bof ecclefiallical politics have by many 
been deemed the effect of prejudices narrow and 
bigoted. Had the jcaloufy of rjoyal power prevailed 
fo far with the convention parliament, as to make 
them reftore the king with ftridl limitations, there ^ 
is no queftion but the eflablifhment of prefbyterian 
difeipline had been one of the conditions moft 
rigidly infifted on. Not only that form of ecclefi- 
aftical government is more favourable to liberty 
than to royal' power: It was likewife, on its own 
account, agreeable to the majority of the houfe of 
commons, and fuited their religious principles. • 

But as the impatience of the people, the danger of 
delay, the general diigufl towar,ds*fadkion, and the 
authority of Monk, had prevailed over that jealous 
projeft of limitations, ttie full fettlement of the hi¬ 
erarchy, together with the monarchy*, was a necef- 
fary •and infallible confequence. All the royalills 

^ King James's Meyioirs* » 
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V H ^ P. weYe zealous for that mode of religion; the merits- 
of the epifcopal clergy towards the king, as well as 
1660. their fulierings on that account, had been great; 
the laws which ellablilhed bilhops and the liturgy 
were as yet unrepealcd by legal authority; and any 
attempt of the parliament, by new afts, to giv^ the 
■ fuperiority to prclbytcrianifm, had been fufficient to 
involve the nation again in blood and confufion. 
iVJoved by thefe views, the commons had wifely 
poflponed the examination of all religious contro- 
vtrfy, and had left the fettlement of the church tO\ 
the king and to the ancient laws. 

Tiik king at firlt ufed great moderation in the 
execution of the laNvs. Nine bifliops Hid remtyngd 
alive; and thefe were immediately reftored to their 
fees: All the ejected clergy recovered their livings: 
The liturgy, a form df worfhip decent, and not. 
without beauty, was again admitted into the 
churches; But, at the fame time, a declaration was 
ilTued, m order t6 give contentment to. the -prefby- 
terians, and preferve an air of moderation and neu- . 
trality"'. In this declaration, the king promifed 
that lie would provide fufiragan billiops for the larger 
diocefes; that the prelates lliould, all of them, be 
'regular and conftant preachers; that they Ihould 
not confer ordination, or exerciib any jurifdiflion, 
without the advice and afiirtance of prelbyters, cho- 
fen by the diocefe; that fuch alterations fliould be 
made in tfie liturgy as would render it totally unex¬ 
ceptionable; that, in the Incan time, the ufe of 
. that mode of worflnp fiiould npt be impofed on 
fuch as were unwilling to receive it; and that the 
furplice, the /ircri's in baptifm, .and bowing-at the 
name of Jefus, ihould not be rigidly infifted on. 
This declaration was ilTuedby the king as hcad'of 
the church; and he plainly atfunved, in many parts^ 
of it, a legiflative authority in ecclciiaftical mattcra.; 

^ PorL Ilift. vol. xxiiu p. 173, 
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Hut the Englifli government, though more exadly chap. 
defined by late conteils, was not as,yet reduced, in .^ ' 
every particular, to the ftridl limits of law. And 
if ever prerogative was jullifiably employed, it 
feemed to be on the prelent occafum, when all parts 
of.the Ibate were torn with paft copvulfions, and re¬ 
quired the niiAierating hand of the chief magiftrate 
to reduce thein to their ancient order. 

Bu r tliovigh thefe appearances of neutrality wer« 
maintained, and a mitigated cpifcopacy only feemed 
to be infilted on, it was far from the intention of 
the .-niiiiltry always to preferve like regard to the 
preihytcrians. I'he madnefs of the fifth-monarchy- 
men alTurded them a pretence for,departing from 
it. Venner, a defperaie enrhufialt, who had often infurrce- 
confpired againll Ciomuel, having, by his zealous j**® 
lectures, inllanied his own iniagination and that of riamV ' 
his followers, illued ftrth at their head into the 


ilreels of London. They were, to the nun^her of 
fixiy, completely armed, believed themfelves invul¬ 
nerable and invincible, and firmly expedited the fame 
fticcels which had attended Gidyon and other heroes 
of the Old Teftament. Every one at firft fled be¬ 
fore them. V, One unhappy*man, who, being quef- 
tioned, faid, “ He was for God and king Charles,’* 
was inftantly murdered by them. They went tri¬ 
umphantly ..from ftreet to ftreet, every where pro¬ 
claiming king.Jefus, who, they faid, was jheir in- 
vifible leader.' At length the magiftrates, having 
affembled fome tfaln-banQs, made an attack upon 
them. They defended themfelves with order, as 
well as vaiour; and, after killing many of the affail- 
ants, they made a regular retreat info (Sane-Wood, 
near-Hampftead. .Next morning they were chal'ed 
then'he by a detachment* of the‘guards; but they 
ventured again to invade the city, which was not 
prepared to receive them. After committing great 
4 iforder, and traverfiiig almofi; every ftreet of that 
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CHAP immenfe capital, they retired into a houfe, which 
they were refolute to defend to the laft extremity. 

,56 o. Being furrounded, and the houfe untiled, they were 
fired upon from every fide, and they ftill refufed 
quarter. The. people rufhed in upon them, and 
feized the few who were alive. Thefe wdfe,tried, 
condemned, and executed; and to the lad they per- 
/illed in affirming, that if they were deceived, it 
was the Lord that had deceived them. 

Clarendon and the minillry took occafioij, 
from this infurreftion, to infer the dangerous fpirit 
of theprelbyterians, and of all the fcflaries: But the 
madnefs of the attempt fufficiently proved, that it 
had been undertaken by no concert, and never 
could have proved dangerous. The well-known 
hatred, too, which prevailed between the preihyte- 
rians and the other feds, fhould have removed the 
former from all fufpicion of any concurrence in the 
enterprife. But as a pretence was wanted, befides 
their old demerits, for juftifying the intended ri¬ 
gours againll all of them, this reafon, however 
flight, was greedilydaid hold of. 

Affairs of AFFAIRS in Scotland ,haftened with ftill quicker 

Scotland, fteps than thofe in England towards a fettlement 
and a compliance with the king. It was deliberated 
in the Englifh'council, whether that nation fhould 
be reftored to its liberty, or whether the forts erod¬ 
ed by Ccom’A^el fhould not ftill be upheld, in order 
to curb the mutinous fpirit by which the Scots in all 
ages had been fo much"^ governed, l.auderdale, 
who, from the battle of Woroefter to the reftora-, 
tion, had been detained prifoner in the Tower, had 
confiderablt influence with the king; and he ftrenu- 
oufly oppbfed this violent meafure. He reprefCJitcd, 
that it was the loyalty of ‘the Scottifh nation which 
had engaged them in an oppofition to the Englifh 
rebels; and to take advantage of the calamities into 
which, on \hat account, they had fallen, would be 
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regarded as the highefl; injuftice and ingratitude^ CHAI*. 
That the fpirit of that people was now fully fubdued ,^^***' 
by the fervitude under which the ufurpers had fo 
long held them, and would of itfelf yield to any 
reaibnable compliance with their legal foyereign, if, 
by th,is hieans, they recovered thpir liberty and in¬ 
dependence: That the attachment of the Scots to¬ 
wards their king, whom they regarded as' their native 
prince, was naturally much ftronger than that of 
Englilli; and would afford him a fure refource, 
in cafe of any rebellion among the latter: That re¬ 
publican principles had long been, and ftill were, 
very prevalent with his fouthem fubjefts, and might 
again menace the throne with new tumults and re- 
fiftance: That the time would probably come, 
when the king, inftead of defiring to fee Englifii 
garrifons in Scotland, woulti be better pleafed to 
have Scottifli garrifons in England, who,, fupported 
by Englifh pay, would be fond to curb the fq,ditious 
genius 'of that opulent nation: And that a people, 
fuch as the Scots, governed by a few nobility, 
would more eafily be reduced,to fubmiiTion under 
monarchy, than one like the Englifh, who breathed 
nothing but the fpirit of democratical equality. 

These views induced the king to difband all the ifci. 
forces in Scotland, and to raze all the forts which 
had been erefted. General Middleton, created earl 
of that name, was fent commiflioner -to the parlia¬ 
ment, which was fummoned. A very compliant 
fpirit was there 'difeovered in all orders of men. 

0 The commiflioner had even fufiicient influence to » 
obtain an adl, annulling, at once, all laws which., . 
had pafled fmee the'year 1633,, on pretext of the 
violence which, during that time, had'been em¬ 
ployed againfl; the king &nd his-father, in order to 
procure their aflent to thefe ftatutes. * This was a 
very large, if not an unexampled conceflion; and, 
together with manV dangeroui limitjftions, over- 
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p. threw fome ufcful barriers which had been ere£i:ed 
to the conftitution. But the tide was, now running 
ftrongly towards monarchy; and the Scottifli nation 
plainly difcovered, that their pad refiftance had 
proceeded more from the turbulence of their ariflo- 
cracy, and the bigotry of their ecclefiaftics, than 
from any fixed pafiion towards civil liberty. The 
lords of articles were reftored, with fome, other 
branches of prerogative; and royal authority, for¬ 
tified with more plaufibje claims and pretences, was, 
in its full extent, re-eftabliflied in that kingdom. T 
The prelacy likewife, by the abrogating of every 
ftatute enaded in favour of prefbytery, was there¬ 
by tacitly reftored; and the king deliberated what 
ufe he fhould make of this concefiion. I.auderdale, 
who at bottom was a pallionate zealot againft epif- 
copacy, endeavoured' to perfuade him, that the 
Scots, if gratified in this favourite point of ccclc- 
fiafticql government, would, in every other demand, 
be entirely compliant with the king. Charles, 
though he had no fuch attachment to prelacy as had 
influenced his fathej and grandfather, had fuffered 
fuch indignities from the Scottifli prcfbyteiians, that 
he ever after bore them a hearty averfion. He laid 
to Lauderdale, that prefbyterianifm, he thought, 
was not a religion for a gentleman; and he could 
not confent to its ferther continuance in Scotland. 
Middlet9n t®o and his otl^er .minifters perfuaded 
him, that the nation in general.was fo difgufted 
with the violence and tylanny of the ecclefiaftics, 
that any alteration of church, government would be 
univerfally grateful. And Clarendon, as, well as* 
Ormond, dreadinjj that the prefbyterian feft, if le¬ 
gally efiablifhed in Scotland, would acquire autho¬ 
rity in England and Ireland, feconded the apjfiica- 
tion of thefe* minifters. The refolution was there¬ 
fore taken to reftore prelacy; a meafure afterwards 
attended with many and great inconveniencies: But 
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whether in this refolution Charles chofe not thelefler* C H A P. 
evil, it is very difiicult to determine. Sharj), who LXlll.- 
had been commiffioned by the preibyterians in 
Scotland to manage their interefls with the king, 
was perfuaded to abandon that j^artyj and, as a 
reward for his compliance, was created archlMfhop 
of St. 'Andrews. The condinflT of ecclcfiaftical 

r __ 

affairs was chiefly entrufted to him; and as I:e was 
eiteemed a traitor and a renegade by his old friends^ 
he became on that account, as well as from the 
violence of his conduct, extremely obnoxious to 
them. 

CiT AKLKs had not promifed to Scotland any fuch 
indemnity as he had enfured to lirtgland by the de¬ 
claration of Breda: And it was deemed more 
political for him to hold over men’s heads, for foinc 
time, the terror of puniflmient, till they fhould 
have made the requifite conijdiances with the new 
government. Though neither the king’s temper 
nor plan of adminiftration led him to feverity^ fome 
examples, after fuch a bloody and triumphant rebel¬ 
lion, ieemed neceffary; and the marquis of Argyle, 
and one Gutliry, • were pitched*on as the viSims. 

Two acts of indemnity, one pafled by the late king 
in 1641, another by the prefent in 1651, formed, ’ 
it was-thought, invincible obftacles to the punifh- 
ment of Argyle; and barred- inquiry into that 
part of his condiift wdiich. might julily be regarded 
as the moft exceptionable.. Nothing remained but 
to try him for his.corripli-ance with the ufurpation; 
a crime common to him with the whole nation, and 
•fuch a one as.the mofl; loyal and affefirlonate fubjeft 
might frequeiuly by violence be obliged^to commit. 

To make this compliance appear* the moj-e volun¬ 
tary and hearty, there vvefe produced'in court, let¬ 
ters which he had written to Albemarle^ while that 
general .commanded in Scotia-id, and which-Con¬ 
tained: expreffions of the mofl: cordial attjLchagimt to 
the eftabliflied government. iBut befides the general 
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CHAP. Indignation excited by Albemarle’s difcovery of 
P private correfpondence, men thought, that even 
j66i^ tbe higheft demonftrations of afle^ion might, du¬ 
ring jealous times, be exadled as a neceflary mark of 
compliance from a perfon of fuch diftinftion as Ar- 
gyle, and could not, by any equitable conftruftion, 
imply the crime of treafon. The pari lament,, how¬ 
ever, fcrupled not to pafs fentence upon him; and 
he died with great conftancy and courage. As he 
was univerfally known to have been the chief inftru- 
ment of the paft diforders and civil wars, the irre¬ 
gularity of his fentence, and feveral iniquitous 
circumftances in the method of conducing his trial, 
feemed, on that account, toadrnit of fome apology. 
Lord Lome, fon of Argyle, having ever preferved 
his loyalty, obtained a gift of theforfeiture. Guthry 
was a feditious preacher, and had perfonally afl’ront- 
ed the king: His punilhment gave furpriie to no¬ 
body. Sir Archibald Johnftone of Warrifton was 
attainted and fled; but was feized in France about 
two years after, brought over, and ^ecuted. He 
had been very adive during all the late diforders, 
and was even fufpe^ded of a fecret correfpondence 
with the Eiigllfli regicides. 

Besides thefe inftances of compliance in the 
Scottilh parliament, they voted an additional reve¬ 
nue to the king of 40,000 pounds a-year, to be 
levied by \^;ay of cxcifc. A fmall force was pur- 
pofed to be maintained by this revenue, in order to 
prevent like confufions ^with thofe to which the 
kingdom had been hitherto expofed. An ad was 
alfo paflTed, declaring the covenant unlawful, and 
its obligation 7mid and null. 

In Engfarid, the civil diilindions feemed to be 
abolifhed by the lenity and equality of Charles’s ad- 
mini ftrajioix.* Cavalier and Round-head were heard 
of nQ.more: All men feemed to concur in fubmit- 
ting to’ thq king’s lawful prerogatives, and ih cherifh- 
ing the jull privilege's of the people and of parliament, 
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Theological controverfy alone fllll fubhfled, and c Tl A p. 
kept alive fome i'parks of that flame which had 
thrown the nation into co?nbun;ion. While catho- 
lies, independents, and other fedlarics, were con- 
tant with entertaining foinc profped of toleration; 
prelacy And prefhytery ft niggled fur the fuperioriiy,' 
and ifie hopes and fears of both parties kept them 
in agitation. A conference was held in the Savoy Confer- 
between twelve bifhor.s and twelve leaders amontf n'ce at 

, n • • 'n *1 • • ^ ttif Savoy, 

the prclbytenan miniliers, with an intention, at March*5. 
luafl on pretence, of bringing about an accommoda¬ 
tion between the parlies, d'he lurplice, the crofs in 
baptiliii, the kneeling at tlic facrapient, the bowing 
at the name of jefus, were anew canvafl’ed; and the 
ignorant multitude were in hones that fo many 
men of gravity and learning could not fail, after de- 
liluTHte aigunicntation, to agree in all points of con- 
troverfy: 'I'hcy were furprifed to fee them feparatc 
more inflamed than ever, and more confirnaed in 
ilicir feveral psejudiccs. To enter into particulars 
would be fuperfluous. Difputes concerning reli¬ 
gious forms are, in ihemfclves,.the mofl. frivolous 
of any; and merit attention only fo far as they have 
influence on the peace and order of civil fociety. 

Thi. king’s declaration had promifed, that fome 
endeavours fhould be ufed to efl’e^l a comprehenfiun 
of both parlies ; and Charles’s own indill'ercnce with 
regard to all fuch queftions feemed a favourable cir- 
cumftance for the execution o«» that projeid;. The Argu* 
partifans of a conlpreheniion faid, that the preroy- 
tcrians, as well as ihp jirelatifts, having felt by cx- a ffompvu- 
*pericncG the fatal effeids of olrftiriacy and violence, hcuhon. 
were now well difpofed towards ap amitablc agree¬ 
ment-: That the bifliops, by relinquifh^ng fome 
part of their authority, anti difpenfmg jvith the mofl 
exceptionable ceremonies, w^mld fo gratify their 
adverfaries as to obtain their cordial and affcv^ionate 
compliance, and unite the whole nation fn one faith 
and one worlhip : That by obftkiatelyinfilLing on 
VoL. VII. B b ’ ^ forms. 
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forms, in themfelvcs infignificant, an air of im¬ 
portance was beftowccl on them, and men were 
taught to continue eejuaJly obUinate in rejetting 
them : That the preibyterian clerey woiiid go every 
reafonab!c length, raihc-r than, by parting with their 
livings, expole themfelve.i to a llate <d beggary, 
at bell of dependence : And that if their pride 
were ilatiered by forue leaning alfeiarions, and a 
pretence given tlicm for atrinning that they had not 
aband-oued their former principles, notiiing farther 
■e.as wanting to produce a thorough union between 
the:;, two panics, which comprehended tlie bulk oF 
the nation. 


It was alleged iDn the other hand, that the dif¬ 
ference between religions fecFs was founded, not on 
principle, but on pallion; and till the irregular 
alfcftions of men could* be corrected, it was in vain 


to expect, by compliances, to obtain a perfect 
unanimity and comprehenfion : That the more 
infigniftcant the objetts of difpute appeared, with 
the more certainty might it be inferred, that the 
real ground of diffenfion was different from that 
which was univerfally pretended: That the love 
of novelty, the pride of argumentation, the plea- 
‘ fure of making profelytcs, and the obflinacy of 
contradiftion, would for ever give rife to feds and 
difputes j nor was it pofTible that fuch a fource of 
diffenfion co\ilcl ever, by any conceflions, be en¬ 
tirely exWufied : That the church, by departing, 
from ancient practices and principles, would tacitly 
acknowledge hcrfelf guilty of error, and lofe that 
reverence, fo requifite for prefefving the attachment < 
of the multitude: And that if the prefent concefi- 
fions (whiefi was 'more than probable) Ihould prove 
ineifedual, greater mufl ftill be made; and in the 
ifiue, difeipUne' would be defpoiled of all its autho¬ 
rity, and worlhip of all its decency, without ob¬ 
taining that end which had be.en fo fondly “fought 
for by thefe dangerous indulgences. 
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The miniftry were inclined to give the ptefer- C H A t*. 
cnce CO the latter arguments; and were the more ^ 

tonfirmed in that intention by the difpofition, which ,66i. 
appeared in the parliament lately aflembled. The 
royalilts and zealous churchmen were at prefent the 
popular *party in the nation, and, feconded by the 
efforts of the court, had prevailed in moft eltftions. 

Not more than lifty fix members of the prefbyte- A new 
rian party had obtained feats in the lower houfe*; mTnT 
and thefc were not able either to oppofe or retard sth May. 
the meafures of the majority. Monarchy, therefore, 
and epifcopacy, were now exalted to as great power 
and fplendour as they had lately fuffered inifery and 
dcpreffion. Sir Edward Turner w’hs chofen fpeaker. 

An aft was paffed for the fecurity of the king’s 
perfon and government. To intend or devife the 
king’s iniprifonment, or bodily harm, or depofition, 
or levying war againff him, was declared, during the 
lifetime of his prefent majefty, to be high treafon. 

To affirm him. to be a papifl; or heretic, or to'endea¬ 
vour by fpeech or writing to alienate his fubjefts’ af- 
feftions from him; thefe offences were made fuffici- 
ent to incapacitate the perfon guilty from holding any 
employment in church or ftate. I'o maintain that 
the long parliament is not diffolved, or that cither or 
both houfes, without the king, are poffefled of legif- 
lative authority, or that the covenant is binding, was 
made punilhable by the penalty of premunire. 

The covenant itfelf, together with the aft for 
erefting the high court of juftice, that for fubferib- 
ing the engagement, ^and that for declaring England 
*a commonwealth, were ordered to be burnt by the 
hands of the hangman. The people ^fted with 
great alacrity on this occafion. * • 

TiJe abufes of petitioning in the preceding reign 
had been attended with the worft confeqvences; and 
to prevent fuch irregular praftices for the future, it 

0 * 

* C.irte’s Anfwer to the Byftander, p. 79. 
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CHAP, was enaded, that no more than twenty hands fliould 
LXiii. be fixed to any petition, unlefs with the fanttion of 
three juftices, or the major part of the grand jury ; 
and that no petition lliould be prefented to the king, 
or either lioufe by above ten perfons. The penalty 
annexed to a tranfgreflion of this law wa*: a fine 
of a hundred pounds and three months impfifon- 
ment. 

, Tin: bifhops, though reflored to their fpiritual 
authority, were Hill excluded from parliament by 
the law which the late king had patled immediate!^ 
before the commencement of the civil diforders. 
Great violence, both againlt the king and the houfe 
of peers, had bcefi employed in palEng this law; 
and on that account alone, (he partifans of the church 
were provided wiLh a plaulible pretence for repeal¬ 
ing it. Charles expreffed much fatisfadion, when 
he gave his affent to the adl for that purpofe. 
It is certain, that the authority of the crown, as well 
as that of the church, was interellqd in refloring 
the prelates to their former dignity, liut tlud’e, wli _> 
deemed every acquifition of the prince a detriment 
to the people, were'apt to complain of tliis inllance 
of coniplaifance in the parliament. 

Afti:r an adjournment of fome months, the 
parliament was again affcmbled, and proceeded in 
the fame fpirii as before. They difeovered no de- 
fjgn of rertoring, in its full extent, the ancient-pre- 
rogative'of the crown : They were only anxious to 
repair all thofe breaches, which had been made, not 
by' the love of liberty, but by the fury of faftion 
and civil war. I'ho power of t'he fword had, in all * 
ages, been pi lowed to be veiled in the crown j and 
though i\o law donferred this prerogative, every 
parliament, till the laft of the preceding reign,* had 
willingly lublnitted to an authority more ancient, 
and therefore more facred, than that of any pofitive 
flatutc. It. w^as now ^bought proper folemnly to 
relinquifh the violent pretcnfions of that parlia- 
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tnent, and to acknowledge, that neither one houfe, chap. 
nor both houfes, independent of the king, were ^ 

poflTeffed of any military authority. The preamble i66i, 
to this ftatute went fo far as to renounce all risjht 
even of fic/enfive arms againfl: the king; and much 
oWeiwaiion has been made with regard to a eoncef- 
fion clicemed fo fmgular. Were thefe terms taken 
in their full literal fenfc, they imply a total renunci*- 
alien of limitations to monarchy, and of all privi¬ 
leges in the lubje<it, independent of the will of the 
fbvereign. For as no rights can fubfift without 
fome remedy, Itill Icfs rights expofed to fo much 
invafion front tyranny, or even from ambition ; if 
fubjeefs niuh never refifl, it follows, that every 
prince, wititout any clfort, policy, or viol^^nce, is 
at once rendered abfolute and uncontrollable: 'Fhe 
fovcrcign needs only ifluc an edid, abolilliiug every 
authority but his own ; and all liberty, ’from that 
moment, is in cllecl annihilated. But this meaning 
it were abfurd' to impute to the prefent parliament, 
vvho, though zealous royalifts, (howled in their mea-, 
fures, that they had not call olF all regard to na¬ 
tional privileges. They were probably fenfible, that 
to fuppofc in the fovereign any fuch invafion of 
public liberty is entirely unconftitutional; and that 
therefore exprefsly to referve, upon that event, any 
right of refi(lance in the fubjetl, mu ft be liable to the 
(ame objedion. They had feen that the long par¬ 
liament, under colour of defence, had begun a vio¬ 
lent attack upon kingly power; and, after involving 
<he kingdom in blood, had finally loft that liberty 
for which they had fo imprudently ^contended. 

They thought, perhaps erroneoully, that ij: was no 
longer polllble, after fuch,public and fuch exorbi¬ 
tant pretenfions, to perfsvere in that prudent filence 
hitherto maintained by the laws; and that it was 
neceflliry, Ijy fome poiitlve declaration, to bar the 
return pf like iiiconveniencies. When they ex¬ 
cluded, therefore, the right of <fefgice, tljey’fup- 
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CHAP, pofed, that the conflitution remaining firm upon its 
V bafxs, there never really could be an attack made by 

fovereign. If fuch an attack was at any time 
made, the neceflity was then extreme: And the cafe 
of extreme and violent neceflity, no laws, they 
thought, could 'comprehend ; becaufe to fneh a 
neceflity no laws could beforehand point out a pro¬ 
per remedy. 

The other meafures of this parliament ftill dif- 
covered a more anxious care to guard againfl; rcbeJ- 
lion in the fubjedl than encroachments in the 
crown: The recent evils of civil war and ufurpation 
had naturally ina*eafed the Ipirit of fubmiflion to 
the monarch, and had thrown the nation into that 
Corpora- dangerous extreme. During the violent and jealous 
ion awl. government ol the parliament and of the j>rotetl;ors, 
all magiftrates, liable to fufpicion, had been ex¬ 
pelled the corporations; and none had been ad¬ 
mitted, who gave not proofs of afl'eclion to the 
ruling powers, or who refufed to fubferibe the 
covenant. To leave all authority In fuch hands 
feemed dangerous \ and tlie parliament, therefore, 
empowered the king to- appoint commiflioners for 
regulating the corporations, and expelling fuch ma¬ 
giftrates as either intruded themfelves by violence, 
or profeffed principles dangerous to the conftitu- 
tion, civil and ecclefiaftical. It was alfo enaded, that 
all magiftrates fljould difclaim the obligation of the 
covenant, and fhould declare, botji their belief, that 
it was not lawful, upon any pretence whatfoever, to 
reflft the king, and their abhorlTence of the traitorous 
pofition of taking arms by the king’s authority 
againfl: his perfon, or againlt thofe who were cora- 
milTioned by him. , 'I 

The carf* of the church was no I.efs attended 
to by this parliament, than that of monarchy ; and 
the bill uniformity was a pledge of theii fmcere 
attachment to the epifcdpal hierachy, and of their 
antipathy to .prfe&yterianifin. Different parties, 
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howefer, concurred in promoting this bill, which CHAP, 
contained many fevere claufes. The independents LXlii. ^ 
and other feftaries, enraged to find all their fchemes 
fubverted by the prelbyterians, who had once been 
their aflbciates, exerted themfelves to difappoint 
tbaUparty of the favour and indulgence, to which, 
from their recent merits in promoting the reftora- 
tion, they thought themfelves juftly entitled. By 
the prelbyterians, faid they, the war was raifed: 

Jiy them was the populace firfl; incited to tumults : 

By their zeal, intcreft, and riches, were the armies 
fupported: By their force was the king fubdued : 

And if, in the fequel, they projefted againli thofe 
extreme violences, committed on his perfon by ti.3 
military leaders, their oppofition came too late, 
after having fupplied thefe ufurpers with the power 
and the pretences, by which they maintained their 
fanguinary meafures. They had indeed concurred 
with the royalifts in recalling the king : But ought 
they to be t'fteemed, on that account, more affec- 
■ tionate to the royal caufe ? Rage and animofity, 
from difappoiiited ambition, were plainly their foie 
motives ; and if the kingdhould now be fo impru¬ 
dent as to dillinguiih them by any particular indul¬ 
gences, he would foon experience from them the 
fame hatred and oppofition which had proved fo 
fatal to his father. 

The catholics, though they had little mtereft in 
the nation, were a considerable party at court; 
and from their fervices and fufferings during the 
• civil wars, it feem«d but juft to bear them fome • 
favour and regard. Thefe religioijifts dreaded an 
entire union among the proteftants. • Were they 
the /ole nonconformifts ^in the nation, the fevere 
execution of penal law'S* upon their /e& feemed an 
infallible confequence; and they ufed,* therefore, all 
their intereft to pulh matters to extremity againft 
the prelbyterians, who had formerly* been their 
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CHAP, mofl; feverc oppreffors, and whom they now ex- 
pefted for their companions in afllidlion. The 
’ i66»c Briflol, wlio, from conviction, or intereft, 

or levity, or compLiU;j\)ce fur the company with 


whom lie iived, had changed his rchgion during 
the kini>’.s exile, .was le 'ardeJ as the hca(i o£ riiis 

O ' O 


party. 

'^J'he church party had, during fo many years, 
fullered fuch injuries and indignities from the fec- 
taries of every denomination, that no inodcratioiVj 
much Id’s deference, was on this occafion to be 


expeded in the ecclefiaftics. Even the laity of 
that communion Reined now difpol^d to retaliate 
tipon their enemies, according to the ufual meafures 
of party jurtice. T'his feci or faction (for it par¬ 
took of both) encou^;aged the rumours of plots 
jnd confpiracies againft the government; crimes 
which, without any apparent reafon, they imputed 
to thc^r adverfaries. And inllead of enlarging the 
terms of communion, in order to comprehend the 
prefbyterians, they gladly laid hold of the pre.*^ 
jiulices, which prevailed among that feci, in 
order to ejeft them , from their livipgs. By 
the bill of uniformity it was required that every 
clergyman ftiould be re-ordained, if he had not 
before received epifcopal ordination; Ihould de¬ 
clare his alTent to every thing contained in the 
Book o^, Common Prayer j fliould take the oath 
of canonkal obedience; ihould abjure the IblemA 
league and covenant; and fliould renounce the 
, principle of taking arms, on any pretence whatfo* • 
ever, againft the king. 

This bil! r'einftated the *church in the fame 
condition* .in which it flood before the kom-. 
inencement 9f the*• civil'wars; and as the old 
perfecuting ‘laws of Elizabeth ftill fubfifted ill 
their full rigour, and new claufes of a like na¬ 
ture were 'now enafted, all the kihg*'s propaife* 

of 
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cF toleration and of indulgence to tender con- CHAP, 
fciences were thereby eluded and broken. It . ^ 

is true, Charles, in his declaration from Breda, 
had cxprefTed his intention of regulating that indul¬ 
gence b^ the advice and authority of parliament: 

But *this liinitution could never rcafonably be ex¬ 
tended to a total inrrin'j;c!iH‘nr and violation of his 
engagements. lIowcAcr, it is agreed, that the 
king did not voluntarily concur with this violent 
wieai’ure, and th:;! the zeal of Clarendon and of the' 
church ])arty among the commons, feconded by the 
intrigues of the catholics, was the chief caufe which 
extorted his confent. • 

Tur; royalilts, who now predominated, were very 
ready to iignnlize their vichny, by cflablifliing thofe 
high j5rinci]>les of mcmarchy M'hich their antagonifts 
had controverted : But when any real power or 
revenue was demanded for the crown,* they were 
neither fo forward nor lb lil^era! In their conteflions 
as the king would gladly have wiflied. Though the 
parliament palfed laws for regulating the navy, they 
took no notice of the army;‘and declined giving 
their fanttion to this dangerous innovation. The 
king’s debts were become intolerable; and the com- • 
mons were at lad conftrained to vote him an ex¬ 
traordinary fupply of 1,200,000 pounds, to be levied 
by eighteen monthly afTeiTments. But belides that 
this fupply was much inferior to the occaflon, the 
king was obliged .earneftly to folicit the commons, 
before he could obtain it; and, in order t© con- 
• vince the houfe of its abfolute neceffity, he delired 
them to examine dridly into all his receipts and 
difburfements. Finding Kkewife upon tnquiry, that 
the Several branches of rgvenue fell much fhort of 
the films expeded, they-at laft,'aftev^much delay, 
voted a new impofition of two (hillings on each 
hearth*; apd this tax they fettled on the js-ing during 
life. The whole eftabliffied revenue, however, did 

. • * not, 
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not, for many years, exceed a million’'; a fum 
confeffedly too narrow for the public expences. A 
very rigid frugality at lead, which the king feems 
to have wanted, would have been requifite to make 
it fuffice for the dignity and fecurity or govc. 'inent. 
After all buriners was dil’patched, the paiiiarmlint 
was prorogued. 

Bi FORii the parliament rofc, the court was em- 
Iployed in maicing preparations for the recc{)rioii of 
the new queen, Catherine of Portugal, to whom the 
king was betrothed, and who had jull laiaied at 
I’ortfmouth. During the time that the j)rote 61 :or 
carried on the wai; with Spain, he was naturally led 
to fupport the Portuguefe in their revolt; and he 
engaged himfelf by treaty to fupply them with 
10,000 men for their defence againit the Spaniards. 
On the king’s reftoration, advances v.ere made by 
Portugal for the renewal of the alliance; and in 
order <0 bind the friendihip clofer, an oS’er was 
made of the Portuguefe princefs, and a portion of 
500,000 pounds, together with two fortrelfes, Tan- 
giers in Africa and Bombay in the Kalt Indies. 
Spain, who, after the pence of the Pyrenees, bent 
all her force to recover Portugal, now in appearance 
abandoned by France, took the alarm, and endea¬ 
voured to fix Charles in an oppofite intereft. The 
catholic king offered to adopt any other princefs as 
a daughter of Spain, either the princefs of Parma, 
or what he thought morc.popular, fome proteftant 
princefs, the daughter of Denmark, Saxony, or 
Orange; And on any of thefej^he promifed to con-* 
fer a dowry equ^il to that which was offered by Por¬ 
tugal. But*^many reafons inclined Charles rather to 
accept of 'the Portuguefe propofals. The great 
diforders in the government and finances of Spain 
made the execution of her promifes be much 


T D’EArade?*, »jth of July, 
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doubted; and the kinj;’s urgent neceflitles demanded 
fome immediate fupply mniey. The intereft of 
the EngMfh commerce likcwifc feemed to require 
that the independency of Portugal fliould be fup- 
ported, left the union of that crciwn with Spain 
fliouJd put the whole treafurcs of America into the 
hands of one potentate. The claims too of Spain 
upon Dunkirk and Jamaica, rendered it impoflible, 
without farther ronceffions, to obtain the cordial 
iriendfliip of that power; And on the other hand, 
the offer, made by Portugal, of two fnch conlider- 
able fortreffes, promifed a great acceilion to the 
naval force of England. Above ^ 11 , the propofal of 
a proteftant princefs was no allurement to Charles, 
whofe inclinations led him ftrongly to give the pre¬ 
ference to a catholic alliance. According to the 
inoft probable accounts the refolution of marrying 
the daughter of Portugal was taken by the king, 
unknown to all his minifters; and no remouftrances 
could prevail with him to alter his intentions. 
When the matter was laid before the council, all 
voices concurred in approving»the refolution; and 
the parliament expreffed, the fame complaifance. 
And thus was concluded, feemingly with univerfal, 
confent, the inaufpicious marriage with Catherine, 
a princefs of virtue, but who was never able, either 
by the graces of her perfon or humour, to make 
herfelf agreeable^to the king. The' repprt, how¬ 
ever, of her natural incapacity to have children, 

* Carte’s Ormond, voi. ii. p..*54* This account feems better, 
fupported, tlian that in Ablancourt’s Memoir.®, that the chancellor 
chiefly pufhed the I'ortuguffe alliance., I he Teerjt tr.infaftions of 
the court ot England could not be fuppofcci to be much known to a 
Frcnth refident at Lifbon: AiuJ whatever oppofitioh \he chancellor 
might make, he would certainly ende.ivdurto Qonceal it from the 
queen and all her family, and even in the parliament .and council 
would (Upport the refolution already taken. Clarendon hlmfelfjaysin 
iit Memoirs,ikatL'e never either oppo/t dor promoted tbtj’ortuguejematih- 
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CHAP, feems to have been groundlefs j fince (he was twice 
declared to be pregnant 

feftivity of thefe efpoufals was clouded by 
the trial and execution of criminals. Berkftead, 
Cobbet, and Okey, three regicides, had efcaped 
beyond fea; and. after wandering foine trme.fCon- 
(Cealed in Germany, came privately to Dcllt, hav¬ 
ing appointed their families to meet them in tiiai 
place. They were difeovered by Downing, the 
king’s refident in Holland, who had formerly 
ferved the proteftor and commonwealth in the iamfe 
Ration, and who once had even been chaplain to 
Okey’s regiment.^ He applied for a warrant to 
arreft them. It had been ufual for tlie States to 
grant thefe warrants; though, at the fame time, 
they had ever been careful iccrecly to adVertife the 
perfons, that they might be enabled to make their 
efcape. This precaution was eluded by the vigi¬ 
lance afid difpatch of Downing. He quickly feized 
the criminals, hurried theqi on board a* frigate which 
lay o£F the coaft, and fent them to England. Thefe- 
three men behaved with more moderation and fub- 
mlflion, than any of the other regicides who had 
^ I'uffered. Okey in particular, at the place of exe¬ 
cution, prayed for the king, and exprefled his in¬ 
tention, had he lived, of fubmitting peaceably to 
the eftablilhed government. He had rifen during 
the wars/rom being a chandler in London to a high 
rank in the army; and in all his condud appeared 
to be a man of humanity and honour. In confidera- 
. tion of his good chsarafter and,of his dutiful beha- < 
viour, his body was given to his friends to be 
buried. c ' , 

The attention of the public was much engaged 
6 y the trial of two difUriguiflied criminals, Lam- 


• Lord Lanfdownt'6 defence of General Monk, Tcmpl^i voLli. 
P Ii4. 
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feert and Vane. Thefe men, though none of the CHAP, 
late king’s judges, had been excepted from the 
general indemnity, and committed to prifon. The 
convention-parliament, however, was fo favourable 
to them, as to petition the king, if they Ihould be 
found guilty, to fufpend their execution : But this 
new parliament, more ;iealous for monarchy, applied 
for their trial and condemnation. Not to. revive 
difputes, which were better buried in oblivion, thu 
indictment of Vane did not comprehend any of his 
aUions during the war between the king and par¬ 
liament : It extended only to his behaviour after 
the late king’s death, as member of the council of 
ftate, and fecrctary of the navy, where fidelity to 
the rruft repofed in him required his oppofition to 
monarchy. 

V.tNF, wanted neither courage nor capacity to 
avail himfelf of this advantage. He urged, that, 
if a compliance with the government, at tha^ time 
eftablifhcd in liinglaml, and the acknowledging of 
Jts authority, were to be regarded as criminal, the 
whole nation had incurred cqutyl guilt, and none 
wotild remain, whofe innocence could entitle them 
to try or condemn him for his pretended treafons: 

That, accore.itg to thefe maxims, wherever an 
illegal authority was eftablifhcd by force, a total 
and univcrl'al deftrudion muft enfue; while the 
ufurpers proferibed one part of the nation,for dif- 
obedience, the lawful prince puniflied the other for 
compliance: That*the leghlature of England, fore- 
feeing this violent fitu^ation, had provided for public 
tecurity by the famous flatute of Henry VII.; in 
which it was cnaded, that no man^ ih c*fe of any 
revolution, fhould ever be queftioned for. Jiis obe¬ 
dience to the king in bang: That whether the 
eftablifhcd government were a monarchy or a com¬ 
monwealth, the reafon of the thing was ftill the 

fame j nor ought the expelled prince to think him- 
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felf intitlcd to allegiance, fo long as he could not 
afford proteftion: Tliat it belonged not to private 
perfons, poffeffed of no power, to difcufs the title of 
their governors; and every ulurpation, even the 
mod ilagrant, would equally require obedience with 
the moll it gal eliablitluuent: 'i hat the controvejfy 
between the late king and his parliament was of the 
mod delicate nature; and men of the greateff 
probity had been divided in their choice of the 
party whicli they fliould embrace: That the par¬ 
liament, being rendered indlffoluble but by its own 
confenr, was become a kind of co-ordinate power 
with the king; and as the cafe was thus entirely 
new and unktiown to the conftitudon, it ought not 
to be tried rigidly by the letter of the ancient laws : 
T hat for liis part, all the violences, w’hich had been 
put upon the parliament, and upon the perfon of 
the fovcrcign, he had ever condemned ; nor had he 
once appeared in the houfe for foine time before and 
after the execution of the king: That finding tire 
whole government thrown into diforder, he was ftill, 
rcfolved, in every, revolution, to adhere to tlie 
commons, the root, the foundation of all lawful 
authority: That in prolecution of this principle, he 
had cheerfully undergone all the violence of Crom- 
wel’s tyranny ; and would now, with equal alacrity, 
expofe himfelf to the rigours of perverted law and 
juftice: ,That though it was in his power, on the 
king’s reftf^ration, to have efcaped from his enemies, 
he was determined, in invitation of the moft illuf- 
trious names of antiquity, to perifh in defence of 
liberty, and to give teftimony with his blood for* 
that honourable caufe, in which he had been in- 

t ' 

lifted: And that, befides the ties, by which*God 
and nature had bound him to his native coiintry, 
he was voluntarily engaged by the moft I'acred cove¬ 
nant, whofe obligation no earthlypower Ihould ever 
be able tomiake him relinquifli. * 

All 
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All the defence, which Vane could make, was CHAP, 
fruitlefs. The court, confidering more the general . 

opinion of his adive guilt in the beginning and pro- x66a. 
fecution of the civil wars, than the articles of trea- mhjune. 
fon charged againrt; him, took advantage of the 
letter of .the law, and brought him in guilty. His 
coui'al^e deferted him not upon his condemnation. 

Though timid by nature, the pcrfuafton of a juft 
caufc I’upported him againll the terrors of death; 
while his enthufiafm, excited by the profped of 
glory, cmbelliHied the cor.cdufion of a life, which, 
through the whole courfe of it, had been fo much 
disfigured by the prevalence of that principle. Left 
pity for a courageous fulFerer fliowld make iinpref- 
fion on the populace, drummers were placed under 
the fcafl'old, whofe noife, as he began to launch out andcxcca- 
in retlcdions on the government, drowned his voice, 
and admonilhed him to temper the ardour of his * 
zeal, lie was not aftonilhed at this uncxp'eded in¬ 
cident. In all his behaviour, there appeailed a 
firm and animated intrepidity; and he coufidered 
ticath but as a paffage to tliat eternal felicity, which 
he believed to be prepared for hiiA. 

Xhis man, fo celebrated for his parliamentary 
talents, and for his capacity in buhnels, has left fome 
writings behind him: They treat, all of them, of 
religious fubjefts, and are abfolutcly unintelligible: 

No traces of eloquence, or even of common lenfe, 
appear in them. A ftrange paradox! did Ve not 
know, that men of.ihe greatell genius, where they 
relinquilh by principle the ufe of their reafon, are 
cfiiy enabled, by their vigour of mind, to work 
therafelves the deeper into error and abfurdity. It 
was remarkable, that,’ as Vane, ’.by being the 
chief inftrument of Strafford’s death, had firft 
opened the way for that deftruftion which over¬ 
whelmed the nation; fo by his death he clofed the 
icene of bloqd. He was the lull that fuffered on 

* account 




CHAP, acc^'unt of the rrvi! coft- 

dcnii'icd. was rcrrii ved ai thr ixi' ; ' >lie judges 

j66a. declared, that, if Vane’s bclr-viou: had been equally 
dutiful and fubuiiffive, lie would have experienced 
like Icniiy in the king. Lanibeit furvived his con¬ 


demnation near thirty years. He was confincti to 
theille of Gucrnlcy ; where he lived contented^ for¬ 


getting all his paft fehemes of gieatnel's, and en- 
rirely forgotten by the nation: lie died a Roman 
catholic. 


Prethyte- How’EVER odIous Vane and Lambert were to the 
prefbytcrians, that party had no leifure to rejoice at 
*4ihAug. their condemnation. The fatal St. Bartholomew 
approached ; the hay, wdien the clergy w'cre obliged 
by the late law, either to relinquifli tlieir livings, or 
to fign the articles required of them. A combina¬ 
tion had been entered* into by the inoft: zealous of 
the prelbyterian ecclefiaftics to refufe the fubferip- 
tion; in hopes that the bilhops would not venture 
at once to expel fo great a number of the moll 
popular preachers. The catholic party at court,^ 
who defired a great rent among the proteftants, en¬ 
couraged them in this obftinacy, and gave them hopes 
that the king would pVotedl them in th«r refufal. 
The king himfelf, by his irrefolutc condufl, con¬ 
tributed, either from defign or accident, to increafe 
this opinion. Above all, the terms of fubfeription 
Tiad been made ftridl and rigid, on purpofe to dif- 
guft all the zealous and fcrupulous among the pref- 
byterians, and deprive them of thtdr livings. About 
2000 of the clergy, in one day, relinquilhed their 
cures; and to the aftoniflmient of thc*couft, facrificeef 
their inter^ft to their religiops'tcncts. Fortified by 
fociety ip.their fiifferings, they were refolved to un¬ 
dergo any hardfljips, rather than openly rcrfounce 
thoie princijiles, which, on other occafions, they 
were fo apt, from intereft, to warp or elude. The 
church enjoyed the picture of retali atioti; and even 

pufhed. 
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jniflied as ufual, the vengeance farther than tlic CIT A P. 
ofleiice. Inuring the tlouiinion of the parliament- 
ary party, a fifth of each living had been left to 
the ejected clergymen ; but this indulgence, thoifgh 
at fait inlilled'on by tlie houfe of peers, was now 
refuj'ed tw the prelb^ terians. However dilliadt to 
concl^iaie peace among thecdogians, it was hoped 
by many, that foine relaxation in theierius of com¬ 
munion miglit have kept the prelb terians united, 
to the church, and have curcil thole ecclefialHcal 
factions whicli had been lo iatal, and were Itill fo 
dangeioiis. bilhopricks were offered to Calarny, 

Jkixter, and Reynolds, leaders among the prelby- 
terians j the lafl onlv could be prevailed on to ac¬ 
cept. Deaneries and other preferments were refufed 
by many. 

Tut: next meafurc of the king has not had the 
good fortune lo be jullified by any party ; but is 
often conhdered, on what grounds 1 fhalf not de¬ 
termine, us one of the greatclt inillakes, if not 
blemilhes, of his reign. It is the falc of Dunkirk 
to tlie f rench. 1 he paifiinomous maxims or the 
parliament, and the liberal, or father carelefs dif- 
pofition of Charles, were ill* Anted to each other; 
and notwiilniaiidlng the fupplics voted him, his 
trcal’ury was ilill very empty and very much indebt¬ 
ed. He had fecrctly received the lum ol 200,000 
crowns from France for the fupport of Portugal; 
but the forces lent over to that country, aftd the 
fleets maintained in order So defend it, had already 
cod: the king that Aim; and together with it, near 
double the- money which had been payed as the 
queen’s portion'’. The time fixed for payment of 
his Affer’s portion to the duke of Orleans^ was ap¬ 
proaching. Tangiers, a fortrefs from w'Kich great 
benefit was expe^ed, was become additional 

f D’EHAcIcs, 17th ofi^uguft iCGi. There was above half of 
*:00,000 poumis really pAiJ as the qiietu s portion. 
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c H A p, burden to the crown ; and Rutherford, who now 
commanded in Dunkirk, had increafed the charge 
i66i. of that garrifon to a hundred and twenty thou- 
fand pounds a year. Thefe confiderations had 
fuch influence, not only on the king, but even 
on Clarendon, that this uncorrupt minilleV w''.o the 
niofl; forward to advife accepting a fum of money 
in lieu of a place which he thought the king, from 
' the narrow date of his revenue, was no longer able 
to retain. By the treaty with Portugal it was ftipu- 
lated that Dunkirk Ihould never be yielded to the 
Spaniards: France was therefore the only pur- 
chafer that remained. D'Eflrades was invited 
over by a letter from the chancellor himfelf in or¬ 
der to conclude the bargain. Nine hundred thou- 
fand pounds w'ere demanded. One hundred thou- 
fand were oflered. The Knglifli by degrees lowered 
their demand : The French railed their offer ; And 
the bargain was concluded at 400,000 pounds. , 
The artillery and flores were valucd-at a fifth of the 
fum'. The importance of this fale was not, at ^ 
that time, fufiiciently known, either abroad or at 
home The French monarch himfelf, fo fond of 
acquifitions, and fo good a judge of his own inte- ‘ 
refts, thought that he had made a hard bargain * j 


e P'Eftradcs, zift ofAugnfl, nth of September 1662. 

^ It appears, howexxr, from many of D’Eflrades's letters, part>» 
cularlyihat of thp of Augiift 1661, that the king might have 
transfeiTcd Dunkirk to the parliament, who would not have refufed 
to bear the charges of it, but were iiiiuilUng to give money to the 
king for that purpofe. The king, on the other hand, was jealous, 
left the parliament fhould acquire any fij parate dominion or authority 
in a branch of adminiltration which feetned (b little to belong fo 
them: A proof that the govemmeut was not yet fettled into that 
compofure .vul mutual confidence which Is abfolutely requifitc for 
conducing it. 

« Id. /d''of October i< 56 i. The chief importance indeed of Dun- 
. kirk to the Englifh wa«, that it was able to diftrefs their trade, when 
in the hands of the French: But it was Lewis the XIVth who firft 
made it a good fca-port. If ever England have occafion to tranfport 
armies to the continent, it miift be in fupport of fome. ally whofe 
towns fervcito the fame purpofe as Dunkirk would, if in the hands 
of the Englifh* 
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and this fum, in appe:vrance fo fmall, was the CHAP, 
utniofl: which he would allow his ambahador to 
offer. i66a. 


A NEW incident difeovered fuch a f^limpfe of the 
king’s characlcr and principles, as, at lirft, the nation 


was.^omewhat at a lofs how to interpret, but fuch 
as fubfequent events, by degrees, rendered fuffi- 
cicntly plain and manifeft. lie iflued a declaration Dcchra- 
on pretence of mitigating the rigours contained irj 
the act of uniformity. After ex jrefling his lirni re- i6thDec’. 
tolution to obferve the general indemnity, and to 
truff: entirely to the affe<^lions of his fr.bjccts, not to 
any military power, for the mpport of his throne. 


he mentioned the promifes of lilferty of conlcienrc. 


contained in his declaration of Breda. And he fub- 


joined, that, as in the firit place he had been 
“ zealous to fettle the untfcTrmiiy of th church of 
*'• England, in difeipline, ceremony, and govern- 
ineiii, and ffiall ever conftantly maintain it: So 
“ as for what concerns the penalties upoft thofe 
“ who, living peaceably, do not conform them- 
“ felves thereunto, througli fcruule and icmlernefs 
“ of nilfguided confcience, but modeftly and wlch- 
out fcandal perform thfiir tievotions in their own 
“ way, he ffiould make it his Ipecial care, fo far as • 
in him lay, without invading the freedom of par- 
liament, to incline their wildom next approach- 
“ Ing feffions to concu: with him in, making fome 
“ fuch act for that purpofe, as may enable him to 
“ exercife, with a more* univerfal fatisfadion, that 
** power of difpenfing which he conceived to be in- 
“ herent in him Here, a molt important pre- * 
rogative was exercifed by the king > but under Inch 
artful referves and Innitatfins asTmighl prevent the 
fult difeuflion of the claim, and obviate a breach 
between him and his parliament. TJhe foundatiuxi 



f Kennet's Rcgiftcr, p 






3SS 

C HA P- 
LXJll. 



HISTORY or GREAT BRITAJN. 

of this meafure \'v much deeper, and was of ihs 
utmoll confequcnce. 

'JhiK kiiip, his cxlL, h;id iinh/il^eu firoiip; 

prejudices iu favDer of the caclv ho rcH-iou ; and, 
accordijifT t<> tlie nu.il orolmbl''acc -lup.:., Iiutl already 
been lecn dv recopeilcd in form u* lln^ eliarch..or 
Rome. I'he great zeal, exprelied by the parlia- 
mentarv ))arty ay.diill' ail pa]-;lls, iiiiJ alv. ao-;, i'rom 
;u jjnrit of oppolhion, iachnul the c ant, ;oid all 
the rovalilis, to adopt more lavovr:.’ !e ijioimeiits 
towards that feet, whicli, through the whede courCu 
ed the civil wars, had {^ciuioally !u]>’porLed the 
•fights of the fovereign. 'I'he r;;>;our too, v. ha-h the 
king, during his ab'ud.e In Scotiaiu', 1 li i Lxp-erienced 
from tile priilhyterians, dirpoled'iiiin to run into the 
other extreme, and to l)e;ir a kindneis to the p'art) 
molt oppolitc in its genius to the Icvcrity ol thole 
reliuioulits. i he lolicitallon.s and iiniporiuniiies oi 
the queen mother, the contagion of the company 
which ^he frequentcil, the view of a mc»rc l|)lcndld 
and courtly mode of worfiiip, the hopes cd' indul¬ 
gence in pleafure ; ^11 thefe caulcs operated poWLi- 
lully on a voung prince, whole carelcl-i and dillolutc 
temper made him incapable of adhering rloicly to 
llte principles of his early education. Jbit ii the 
thoughtlefs hunuusr ol CliaiU'S rendered lum :m 
eafy convert to poperv, the fame diipohtitm ever 
prevented the tlieo ogh’al tenets of that led front 
taking any lair hold of him. Dining Ins vigorous 
Rate of health, while his'blood was v\:vrm avul his 
fpirirs I.'igh, a contempt and chfieiyrd to all reli¬ 
gion held pcfRelliou of hts mind ; attd lie might 
more propeyly be deuominate..| a drilt tha.n a catho¬ 
lic. Buc.iji thofe revolutions of temper, when the 
love of raillery gave placclo reflcchou, and hiS pc- 
netrtiling, bivt' negligent, underllanding was clouded 
wiili fears and apprehenfions, he had Rarls of more 

finccre coii'viilloii; and a fed, which always pof~ 

’ fcITed 
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iciL'd his inclirution, was then maflcr of his judg- c 11A p. 
jnent and opinion LXi:i. 

But though the king tlins fluduated, during his 
whole reign, between irrcligion, which he more 
openly prufclled, and jiopery, to which he retained 
a Ihwet ‘propenfity, Ihs brother, the duke of York, 
had /ealouily adopted all the principles of that theo- 
lo{;ical party. liis eager temper and narrow un- 
derllanding made him a ti.orough convert, without 
iuiy Tclervc irom intered, t)r doubts from renfoning 
;tnd inquiry By his aprdication to buJincfs he had 
acquired a great alcciiviant ovcv the king, who, 
tliuugh podeifed of more difcenunciit, was glad to 
tlirow the burden of all’air;; on the duke, of whom 
he entertained little jealoufy. On pretence of cafing 
the prorellant diil’enteis, tlu;y agreed upon a plan 
for introducing a general t'^lcralioii, and giving the 
catholics tile irce excrcife id'their religion ; at leall, 
the exercil'c of it in jn-Ivate lioufcs. 'I’he two bro¬ 
thers faw with j-lcasure io nunu-rous and popular a 
body of tl'.e clergy refufe conformity ; and it was 
hoped that, under fieuer oi' tUtir name, the linall 
and hared f’ect m" the cathylics might meet with fa¬ 
vour ami in'oteCtioii. , 

But wh.iie tlie king pleaded his early promifes of 
toleration, and inhlted on many other plaufible ‘Sdiieb. 
to])ics, the paTtiaraent, wlio fat a little after the de¬ 
claration was illued, couki by no means btifatisfied 
with this ineafure. The declared intendonof eafing 
the diileniers, and the fecret purpofe of favouring 
.the catholics, were *cqiialiy difagreeable to them; ■ 
and in thefe prepon'eliions they were encouraged 
by the king’s minillers thenifclves, particularly the 
chantcllor. The houfe of commons reprifented to 
the king, that his declaration of Breda, contained no 

% Thi* author con tlia^ the Ling’s zeal for popery was apt, at 
iutervaliH to |^o farther than is here Luppoied, as appears from many 
paflages in Jaincs the ilcoiid's Memoirs. 
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promifc to t!ie nr<.ll-v(eiians and other diflenters* 

JLAJll. l.f I >'*»•!•• • r* 

^ut only an exprcuu.ii 02 his intentions, upon lup- 
1663. pofition of the concurrence of parliament: That 
even if the non-conforinills had been entitled to 
plead a promifc, they had intruded this c aim, as 
all their other rig'his and privileges, to the hoivfc of 
commons, who were their reprefentatives, and who 
now IrccJ the king from that obligation ; 'That it 
was not to be luppofed that his majelly and the 
houfes were h bound by that declaration as to be 
incapacitated from making any laws which might 
be contrary to it: That even at the king’s rcflora- 
tion, there were laws of uniformity in force which 
could not be dlfpcnfcd with but by aO: of parlia¬ 
ment : And that tlie indulgence intended would 
prove moll pernicious both to church and date, wonK1 
open the door to fehifm, encourage faction, diflurb 
the public peace, and diferedit the wifdom of the 
legifla\ure. 'The king did not think proper, after 
this rcmondrance, to infill any farther at prefent on 
the project of indulgence. 

In order to def>rive the catholics of all hopes, 
the two houfes concurred in a remonftrance againft 
• them. The king gave a gracious anfwer; though 
he fcrupled not to profefs his gratitude towards 
many of that pcrfuafion, on account of their faith¬ 
ful fervices ^in his father’s caufe and in his own. 
A proclamation, for form’s fake, was £oon after 
ill'ued againft Jefuits and.Romilh priefts : But care 
was taken, by the very terms of it, to render it 
Jneftcdual. The parliament had allowed, that all 
foreign priefts, belonging to the two queens, Ihould 
be exceptdd, and that a pefmillion for them to re¬ 
main in England Ihould,, ftill be granted. Jn the 
proclamation, the word foreign was purpofely omit¬ 
ted ; and the queens were thereby authorifed to 
give protedion to as many Englilh priefts as they 
mould thi^ proper. < “ 

' •. That 
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That the king might reap fome advantage from 
nis compliances, however fallacious, he engaged 
the commons anew into an examination of his re¬ 
venue, which, chiefly by the negligence in levying 
it, had proved, he faid, much inferior to rhe public 
changes.* Notwithllanding the pjice of Dunkirk, 
his debts, he complained, amounted to a confider- 
able fum ; and to fatisfy the commons that the 
money formerly granted him, had not been pro*- 
digally expended, he oll'ered to lay before them the 
whole account of his dllburfcments. It is, how¬ 
ever, agreed on all hands, that the king, though 
during his baniftiment he had managed his fmall 
and precarious income with great order and oeco- 
nomy, had now much abated of thefe virtues, and 
was unable to make his royal revenues fuflice for 
his expences. The commonS, without entering into 
too nice a difquifition, voted him four.fubfidies; 
and this was the lull time that taxes were levied in 
that manner. . 

Several laws were made this feflion with regard 
to trade. The militia alfo caipe under conflderar 
tion, and fome rules were eftablilhed for ordering 
and arming it. It was enadted, that the king ihould 
have no power of keeping the militia under arms 
above fourteen days in the year. The fituation of 
this ifiand, together with its great naval power, has 
always occafioned other means of fecurity, however 
requifite, to be much neglected amonglfc us: And 
the parliament fljowed here a ftry fuperfluous jea- 
loufy of the king’s ftridlnefs in difeiplining the mi- 
* litia. The principles of liberty rather require a con¬ 
trary jealoufy. , * , 

The earl of BriftoVs friendftiip with fjarendon, 
whidi had fubfifted with great ii^^imacy during their 
exile and the diftrefles of the royal paky, had been 
confiderably impaired fmee the reftpration, by the 
chance^oris refufing his aflent to fome gsants, which 
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C' H A p. Briftol had applied for to a court lady : And a liiilc; 
alter, the latter nubieman, agreeably to the iinpctiio- 
1655 . indil'cretion of his temper, broke (Jtit againd 

the minifler in the moll outrageous maniiLr. lie 
even entered a charge of trcai'on againll him before 
the houfe of peers; but hud concerted his ineaAocs 
fo imprudently, that the judges, vdien confulicd, 
dec’ared, that, neither for its matter nor its form, 
could the charge be legally K'cci\\,d. The articles 
indeed rcfemble more tile incoherent altercations of 
a pallionate enemy, than a ferious ucruration, fit tO 
be difcuil'ed by a court ol judicature ; and Brillol 
hinifelf was fo allpmed c'f his conduii and defeat, 
that he abfeonded durir.*' fometime. Not\\ilhll;md- 

I I 

ing his fine talents, Ins eloquence, his fpirit, and his 
coinage, he could never regniin the characler which 
he loll by this halty and prceipii-.ue mcafure. 
n^H nc of -But though Ci.»reiidon was able to elude this ralh 
Ciaren- allaultj his credii at court was fcnfibly declining; 
douocie- proiortioii as the Ling fhunrl himrelf clta- 

blilhed on the throne, he began to alienate hlmiclf - 
from a minilier, whole cliaracler was fo little fuited 
to his own. Charles’s I'avonr fur tlie catholics was 
always oppnied by Clarendon, imblic liberty was 
fecured againll all atLemjns oi the over-zealous 
Toyalills, prodigal grants of the king were checked 
or refilled, arid the dignity of his own character was 
fo much confulted by tlic cliaucellor, that he made it 
an iiiviofable rule, as did alio his friend, Southamp¬ 
ton, never to enter into any connexion with the royal 
millreires. The king’s favourite was Mrs. Palmer,, 
afterwards created dutchcl's of Cleveland ; a woman 
prodigal, riipaSiqus, dilfoluiei, violent, revengeful. 
She.failed not in her turn to undermine Clercn^on’s 
credit with his mailer; arid her fuccel's w'as at this 
time made apparent to the whole world. Secre¬ 
tary Nicholas, the chancellor’s gr^at friend, was 
removed from his place.; and fir Harry Bennet, Iiis 

avowed 
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avowed enemy, ^vas advanced to that office. Eeii- c Ti a P. 
net was foon after createu lord Arlington. i-Xiii. 

I'hodch the king’s ccmducl had liithertn, fliice '",^'7^ 
his relforalion, been, in the main, laudable, ir.jn 
of penetration began to obferve, that tliofe virtues 
by ;.‘JncK he had at lirll fo mudi .dazzled and en¬ 
chanted the nalinn, had great lliow, but not equal 
folidity. Jlis good unJtrflnnding loll nnich of its 
influence by his want of application ;' his bounty w.i^f 
’jiore the refull of a facility of difpofiiion, than any 
j,fcnerority of characlcr ; his focial humour led him 
jrcipieutly to nigiect iiis dignity; liis love of plea- 
lure was not auendLd with proper fentliuent and 
clccettcy; and while he fcenied to biar a gocrj-will 
to every one that aj'jn-oaelied him, he had a ItearL 
not very capable of Jrieuddiip, and Ite had fecKiIy 
entertained a very bad opinion and diltruft of man- 
kind. But above all, wJiat fullied Iiis cli-jraclcr, in 
the eyes of good judges, was his negligent yigrati- 
tude towards the unfortunate cavaliers, whofe zeal 
and fu!rering;s in the royal caufe had known no 
bounds. 'Ibis conducl, however, in the king, 
may, from the circumltances of his fituatinn and 
temper, admit of I'ome excufe ; at Icall, of fume 
alleviation. .i\s he had been rcllored more by the 
cflbrts of his reconciled enemies than of his ancient 


friends, the'former pretended a title to lhare his 
lavour; and being, from pradice, acquaiiycd with 
pubiick bufincfs, they were better qualified to execute 
any trult committed to them. The king’s revenues 
.were far from being large, or even equal to his 
ncccfl'ary expences; and his miflreffes, and the 
companion of his mirth and plet^fufes,* gained, by 
folicitation, every rcquell from liis eafy temper. 
The very poverty, to wlhch the.more zealous roy- 
alifts h'ad reduced thcmfelves, by rendering them 
infignj/icant, made them unlit to fupport the king’s 
me'dfures, •and caufecl him .to deem them a ufelefs 
incumbrance. And as many filfe and ridiculous 
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claims o! m?rit\vfrc oiFered, his natural indolence, 
avcric to ;» I'irici eiifcuflion or Inquiry, led him to 
treat them ail with equal indifference. The parlia¬ 
ment look tome notice of the poor cavaliers. Sixty 
thoufan J pounds were at one time diftributed among 
thetn ; ,Mrs. .Lane alio, and tlie Pendernlls, had 
handfome preients and pcnfions from the l^ing. 
But the greater part of the loyalifts ftill remained in 
, poverty and diftreCs; aggravated by the cruel difap- 
poinlment in their fanguine hopes, and by feeing fa¬ 
vour and preferment beftowed upon their moft invt- 
leratc foes. With regard to the act of indemnity and 


oblivion, they univerfally faid, that it was an act of 
indemnity to the 'king’s enemies, and of oblivion to 
his friends. 
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C K( A P- LXIV. 

A new fejfton - Rupture with Holland - A new 

fcjfion - Vidory of the Eny^lijh - Rupture 

with France - Riitturc with Denmark -' 

. New fejfton - Sea-fight of four days - Vic¬ 
tory of the Englijh - Fire of I^cndon - Ad¬ 
vances towards peace - Dif^race at Chatham 

- Peace of Breda - Clarendoti s fall - and 

Lanijhmetit - State of France - Charader of 

Lewis XIV.- French invafton of the Low 

Countries' - -Negotiations— —T riplc league - 

Treaty of Aix-la-Cbapclk - Affairs of Scotland 

- —. a nd of Ireland. 

T he next feffion of parliament cUfeovered a CHAP. 

continuance of the fame principles which i 
had prevailed in all the foregoiftg. Monarchy and 1664. 
the church were ftill the objects of regard and affec- 
tion. During no period of the prefent reign did this feffion. 
fpirit more evidently pafs the bounds of reafon and 
moderation. 

The king, in his fpeech to the parliament, had 
ventured openly to demand a repeal of the*triennial 
act; and he even went fo far as to declare that, 
notwithftanding the law, he never would allow any 
* parliament to be affembled by the methods pre- * 

Icribed in that ftatute. 'Phe parliament, without 
taking offence at this ‘declaration, '‘repealed the law; 
and,* in lieu of all the feourities formerly •provided, 
fatisfied themfelves with a general claufe, “ that 
“ parliaments fhould not be interrupted above three 
“ yeaSrs ^ the moft.” As the Englifli parliament 
had now raifed itfelf to be & regular check and con- 
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trol upon loyal power, it is evident that iliey 
ought llill to have preferved a regular fccurity for 
their meeting, and not have trulled entirely to the 
good-will of the king, who, if ambitious or enter- 
prlfing, had fo little reafon tt) be T)leaied with thelc 
air mblics. Before the end of (Iharles’s feigivT'thc 
nation had occafiun to feel vciv feulibl'' the eli'eclsof 

j J 

tills rtj>cal. 

■ Bv the act of uniformity, every clergyman, who 
fliould olhciate without being piopeily qualified, 
punifhable by lino and iinpriloninent; But this I'e- 
curity was not thought fiillickut ie-r the church. Tr 
was now ciiactedv that wherever five perfuns above 
thofe of the fame hoLifchold Ihould afl'emble in a re¬ 
ligious congregation, every one fd tliein was liable, 
for the lirll oirence, to be imprifoued tlin e months, 
or pay live pounds; for tiic fecc)iid, to be impvifoncd 
lix months, or pay ten ])ounds j and for the third, 
to be^ tranfporlcd feven years, or pay a hundred 
pounds. The parliament had only in llicir eye the 
malignity of the feCtaries: 'I'hey Ihould have car¬ 
ried their attention .farther, to the chief caiife of that 
malignity, the rtlfraint under wiiich they laboured. 

'I’lii cominops likewife palled a vote, that the 
wrongs, dillionoius, and indignilies, olfered to the 
Englilh by the fubjects of the United Provinces, 
Averc the greatcli obilruriicuis to all foreign trade ; 
And thjry pi'omifed to aflill; the king with llicir lives 
and fortunes in alferting the rights of his ciown 
agalnfl all oppofition whatfoevef. This W'as the 
firft open ftep towards the D/itch war. We mull, 
explain the caufes and motives of this mcafure. 

That c,'ofe urioii and confederacy, which, du¬ 
ring a conrfc of near feventy years, has fubulled, 
alinolt without interruption or jealoufy, between 
England and Holland, is not fo much founded on 
the natural unalterable interells of thefe Hate?, as on 
their terroi of the growing power of the French mo¬ 
narch, who, without their combination, it is appre- 
. hended. 



CHARLES II. 


397 


Iicniled, would foon extend his dominion ovei Eu- r ll A p. 
rope. Ll the firlt years ol’Charles’s reign, when the 
^rinibitious genius of Lewis hud not, as yet, difplayevl 
itJ'cir, and when the great force of his people w^as, 
in fome meafure, unknov\n even to themfelvcs, 
the riyalfl?ip of ccrnnierce, not checked by any other 
ieulouly or apprcheufion, liad in England begot¬ 
ten a violent cninitv againlt the iieiehbourino re- 

o ^ o o 

public. . 

Tradc was beginning, among the E.ngllfli, to be 
a matter of general concern j but notwithdauding 
add their cllbrts and advantages, ilicir commerce 


ieemed hitherto to Hand upon a iooling, which was 


Ibinewhat iirecarious. Tb.e Dutch, who bv in- 
tluitry and frugality were enabled to iniderfe’d them 
ill every market, rctainetl poil'eiliou of the moft 
iuoKUive branches of commerce ; and the Knelifli 
mcrciiants luiJ the mortiiicanon to <in:l, that all 
attempts to extend their trade were iliil turned, by 
the vigilance of their rivals, to their lofs anti dif- 
lionour. 'J'heir indignation increafed, when they 
conhdered the fuperior naval pgwer of England; 
tlie bravery of lur oilicers and feaincn, her favour¬ 
able fituation, whicii eiiableU her to intercept the 
whole Dutch commerre. Hy the profpecl ot thefe 
advantages they were iLrongly prompted, from mo¬ 
tives lefs ju(l tiian political, to make war upon the 
States ; and at once to ravKh from them by force 
what they could not obtain, or could obtain but 
Howdy, by fuperior fklll and'induflry. 

Tiik carelefs luvaipbitious temper of-Charles 
rendered hit'll little capable of forming fo vafl a pro- 
jed as that of eiiigrolling the comraei'cc ^nd naval 
power.of Europe; yet could he not remain alto- 
getlicr'infcnfibic to fuch ol?\'ious a»d fucli tempting 
profieds. His genius, happily tur"'jtl towards 
inechanics, had inclined him to ftudy naval affairs, 
which, of all branches of bufinefs, he both loved 
the mod and nnderdood the be^. Though the 

* . Dutch; 
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during his exile, hadexprefled towards him 
. more civility and friendfliip, than he had received 

1664. from any other foreign power j the Louveftein or 
ariftocratic faftion, which at this time ruled the 
commonwealth, had fallen into clofe union with 
France ; and could that party be fubduedj he ;wiight 
hope that his nephew, the young prince of Orange, 
would be reinftated in the authority pofTefled by his 
anceftors, and would bring the States to a depend¬ 
ence under England. His narrow revenues made, it 
ftill rcquifite for him to ftudy the humours of his 
people, which now ran violently towards war; and 
it has been fufpe'^cd, though the fufpicion was not 
juftified by the event, that the hopes of diverting 
fome of the fupplics to his private ufc were not 
overlooked by tliis n,eccllitous monarch. 

The duke of York, more adive and enterprifing, 
pufhed more eagerly the war with Holland. He 
defin'd an opportunity of diltinguilhing himfelf: He 
loved to cultivate commerce : He*'was at the head 
of a new African company, whofe trade was cxr 
tremcly checked by the fettlements of the Dutch : 
And perhaps the religious prejudices, by which that 
prince w’as always fo much governed, began even 
ib early to inftil into him an antipathy againft a pro- 
teftant commonwealth, the bulwark of the reforma¬ 
tion. Clarendon and Southampton, obferving that 
the nation was not fupported by any foreign alliance, 
were averfe to hoftilides; but their credit was now 
on the decline. 

>7thIJajr. By thefe concurring moth/es, the court and par¬ 
liament were both of them inclined to a Dutch war. 
The pariianiert was prorogued without voting fup- 
plles :• ‘But as they had been induced, without 
any open .application from the crown, to pafs that 
vote above-mentioned againft the Dutch encroach¬ 
ments, it was reafcHiably cohfidered as,, fufficient 
fandion'for tire vigorous meafures vriiich were re- 
folved onr. «'. 

Dow'N- 
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Down I NO, the Englifh minifter at the Hague, a c h a p. 
man of an infolent impetuous temper, prefented a 
memorial to the States, containing a lift of thofe ,664. 
depredations, of which the Einglilh complained. It 
is remarkable, that all the pretended depredations 
pre':edc<? the year 1662, when a,treaty of league 
and alliance had been renewed with the Dutch; 
and thefe complaints were then thought either fo ill 
grounded or fo friv olous, that they had not been men'* 
tioned in the treaty. Two Ihips alone, the Bona- 
venture and the Good-hope, had been claimed by 
the Englilh; and it was agreed that the claim 
ihould be profecuted by the ordinary courfe of 
juftice. The States had configned a fum of money 
in cafe the caufe ftiould be decided againft them ; 
but the matter was ftill in dependance. Cary, who 
was entrufted by the proprietors with the manage¬ 
ment of the law-fult for the Bonaventur^, had re- 
folved to accept of thirty thoufand pounds,,which 
were offered him ; but was hindered by Downing, 
who told him, chat the claim was a matter of ftate 
between the two nations, not a, concern of private 
perfons Thefe circumftanccs give us no favour¬ 
able idea of the juftice of tlieEnglilh pretenfions. 

Charles confined not himfelf to memorials and 
remonftrances. Sir Robert Holmes was fecretly 
difpatched with a fquadron of twenty-two fliips to 
the coaft of Africa, lie not only lixpelled the 
Dutch from cape Corfu, to which the Englifli had 
fome pretenfions’: He Ifkcwife felzed the Dutch 
fettlements of cape Yerde and the iile of*Gorce, to- 
* gether with feveral flilps trading on that coaft. And 
having failed to America, he polfefTed, himfelf of 
Nova Bclgia, fince called New York; a,.territory 
which James the Firft had given b.y patent to the earl 
of Sterling, but w'hich had never been planted but 
by the Hollanders; When the States compldiicd 
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of thcfe hoftile meafures, the king, unwilling to 
^ . avow M'hat he could not well judify, pretended to 

1U4,. be totally ignorant of Holmes’s encerprife. lie 
likewil'c conhned that admiral to the Tower; but 
foine time after rcleaied him. 

Till-; Dutch, finding that their applicaiions^for 
rcdiefs were likely to be eluded, and that aground 
of quarrel was induliriouliy ibughi for by the Kng* 
dhh, began to arm with diligence. 'i hev even 
exerted, with fome precijiita'ion, an aef of \ igour^ 
which haflcued on the rupture. Sir John I.awfon 
and do Ruyter had been lent with combined fqua- 
drons into the Mediterranean, in order to chailife 
the piratical Ifatesbu the ct)alt of liarbary ; and the 
time (U their feparaiion and iMurn wa.s now* ap- 
proai:hing. The States iecrctly dii'patched orders 
to cle Ruyter, tliat he Ihouhl take in provilions at 
Cadi/-; a,nd failing towards the eoaft of Cuinea, 
fliouU retaliate on the Engiifh, and put the Dutch 
in polfeliion of thofe fcttlements whence IJohnes 
had exnelled them. Dc Ruvter, having a con- 
liilerablc force on board, met with no oppolition in 
Guinea. All the new acquifitions of the Tnglifli, 
except cape Corfe, wtre recovered from them. 
I'licy w ere even difpolfelled of l.nne old feltlcments. 
Such of their fliipsas fell into his hands w'crefeized 
by de Ruyter. 'i’hat admiral fiiled next to America. 
He attackedBarbadocs, hut wa.s repiilled. He after¬ 
wards connuiffed hofiili'.ies on J-ong Iliand. 

ivlLANWiTiLii, the Knglilh preparations for war 
were aJvaKcing with vigour an^ induftry. The king 
had received no fupplies from parliameiit; but by' 
Ids own fiiTitls' and credit hq was enabled to equip 
a licet :/.fhe city of London lent hint 100,000 
pounds: I’hc fpi,rit of ‘the nation fecondell his 
armaments :«TIe himfelf went from port to port, 
ii'.fpecling witli great diligence,' and encouraging 
the w'ork :« And in a little time tlie E.iiglifii navy 
•ivas pul In (v fornpdablc con^lifion. Eight hundred 
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thoufand pounds are faid to have been expended on chap. 
this armament. When Lawfon arrived, and com- 
municated his fufpicion of de Ruyter*s enterprife, 
orders were iffuedfor feizing all Dutch fliips; and 
135 fell into the hands of the Englifli. Thefe were 
not declared prizes, till afterwardlf, when war was 
procfaimcd. 

The parliament, when it metj granted a fupply, 24t.hXov. 
the largeft by far^that had ever been given to a king 4 
of England, yet fcarcely fufficient ibr the prefent 
undertaking. Near two millions and a half were 
voted to be levied by quarterly payments in three 
years. The avidity of the merchants, together with 
the great profpeft of fuccefs, had animated the 
whole nation againft the Dutch. 

A CRKAT alteration was made this fefiion in the 
method of taxing the clergy. In almofl all the 
other monarchies of Europe, the affemblies, whole 


confent was fonhcrly requilite to the enai^ng of 
laws, were compofed of three eftates, the clergy^ 
the nobility, and the commonalty, which formed 
fo many members of the political body, of which 
the king was confidered as the head. In England 
too, the parliament was always reprefented as con- , 
filling of three eftates j but their reparation was 
never fo dillinft as in other kingdoms. A convo¬ 
cation, however, had ufually fittcn at the fame time 
with the parliament; though they poifelTqd I'ot ^ 
negative voice in the palling of laws, and affumed 
no other temporal‘pow-er than that of impoling taxes 
on the clergy. By .reafon of ecclefiallital prefer¬ 
ments, w’hich he could bellow, the king’s influence 
over the church was moreconfiderabfe than over the 


laity;, fo that the fubfidies, granted by the convo- 
catioif, were commonly greater .than, thofe which 
were voted by parliament. The church, therefore, 
was not dirpleafed fo depart tacitly from the right of 
taxing heriyf, and allow thq commons tb lay impb- 
VoL. Vll, D d , . fitions 
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A P. fitions on ecclefiaftical revenues, as on the reft of 
the kingdom. In recompence, two fublidies, which 


1664. 


^2d Feb. 


:,d June. 
Victory of 
the Eng- 

m. 


the convocation had formerly granted, were remitted, 
and the parochial clergy were allowed to vole at 
eledions. Thus the church of England made a 
barter of power for profit. Their convocations, 
having become infignificant to the crown, have 
been much difufed of late years. 

• Th£ Dutch faw, with the utmoft regret, a war 
approaching, whence they might dr-ad the. molt 
fatal confequences, but which afl'orded no profpect 
of advantage. They tried every art of negotiation, 
before they would come to extremities. Their 
ineafurcs were at that time directed by John de Wit, 
a minifler equally eminent for greatnefs of mind, for 
capacity, and for integrity. Though moderate in 
his private deportment, he knew how to adopt in 
his public counfels that magnanimity, which fuits 
the miniftcr of a great Itate. It was ever his maxim, 
that no independent government £*iould yield to 
another any evident point of reafon or equity; and 
that all fuch cong^flions, fo far from preventing 
war, ferved to no other purpofe than to provoke 
frelh claims and infults. By his management a 
fpirit of union was preferved in all the provinces ; 
great fums were levied; and a navy was equipped, 
compofed of larger fhips than the Dutch had ever 
built bjfor6, and able to cope with the fleet of 
England. 

As foon as certain intelligence arrived of de 
Ruyter’s ^^ntcrprifes, Charles,declared war againft 
the States. His fleet, confifting of 114 fail, befides 
fire-fhips afid ke{ches, was commanded by the duke 
of York„c and under him by prince Rupert and the 
earl of Sandwich., It hid about 22,000 m‘en on 
board. Obdam, who was admiral of the Dutch 
navy, of nearly equal force, declined not the com¬ 
bat. In the heat of action, when engajjed'in clofe 
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figiit with the duke of York, Obdara’s (hip blew c rt A Pi 
Up. This accident much difcouragcd the Dutch, 
win. ‘^ed towards their own coaft. Tromp alone, 16*5. 
luji ot the famous admiral killed during the former 
w'ar, bravely fuftaineJ with his fquadron the efi’orts 
of the Englifh, -and proieded the rear of his Cv'mn- 
trynien. Tlic vanquilhed had nmetcen (hipr funk 
and taken. The victt>rs loit only one. Sir John 
Lawi’on died after of his w'bunds. 

la’ is allirmed, and with an appearance of tea fen, 
that this victory might have been rendered mere 
complete, had not orders been iffued to .'l .r’"'-. .d 
by lli'iunker, one of the duke’s bt'k-P. 
pretended authoritv from h '*• ‘ 
difi -I. 'd ’ m 

ful'.i-..’ n., ’ ■ . . : 

ho’.’evn,’, 

during • 

the lire. : e . • 

and Mr. P- vi-, ?' ' 

at 

and covered I < i-,' > u- .'.e'.h i....;. 

And it is not hkel), that, ni a puiiiiir. 'v v •• ■’ 
perfons of inferl -r llation, and of the jnofi euwar./or 
difpofition, acquite coura|Ve, a commander fliuuld 
feci his fpirits to flag, and jfhould turn from th6’ 
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* King James, in liis Memoirs, gives an account o:* this affiif 
different froin what wc meet with in any historian. He fays, that 
while he was afleep, Brounker brought orders to fir John Harman, 
captain of the fliip, to flacken fail. Sit John remoiiftratcd, but 
obeyed. After fotne lime, finding that his railing back was likely to 
produce coniufion infhe fleet, ht^hoifted the fail as before: So that the 
Jirince coming foon after on the quarter-deck, and finding all things 
Ii9 he left them, knew nothing of what had paffed duiing his repofer 
No body gave him the leaft inriniation of it. Jt was long after, that 
be heard of it by a kind of atcident; and he intendci to have piniifhcd 
Broitnker by martial law; but juft about that timCj^thf houfe of 
commons took up the queftion*and impcjichgd him, which made it 
Impoflible tor the duke to punifh him otherwife tHjn by dtfmiffing him 
his fcryice. Brounker, before the houfe, never pretended that he 
had receive} any orders from the duke« 

D d a ’ back 
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CHAP, back of an enemy, whole face he had not been afraid 

encounter. 

1665. This difafter threw the Dutch into confternation, 
and determined de Wit, who was the foul of their 
councils, to exert his military capacity, in order to 
fupport the declining cou age of his couijtrymen. 
He went on board the fleet, w'hich he took under 
his command; and he foon remedied all thofe dif- 
orders which had been occafioned by the late mif- 
fbrtune. The genius of this man was of the molt 
extenfive nature. He quickly became as much 
mailer of naval alFairs, as if he had from his in¬ 
fancy been educated in them; and he even made 
improvements in feme parts of pilotage and failing, 
beyond what men expert in thole arts had ever been 
able to attain. 

'I'he misfortunes of .the *t)utch determined their 
Tiaiice. allies to aft for their aludance and fupport. The 
king of rVance was engaged in a defenfive alliance 
with the Hates; but as his naval force was yet in 
its infancy, he was extremely averfe,* at that lime, 
from entering into a war with fo formidable a power 
as England. He fong tried to mediate a peace 
between the States, and for that purpofe fent an 
•embafly to London, wdiich returned without elFeft- 
ing any thing. Lord Hollis, the Englilh ambafla- 
dor at Paris, endeavoured to draw over Lewis to 
the fide of England; and, in his mailer’s name, 
made hina the moll tempting ofiers. Charles was 
content to abandon all the Spanilh Low Countries 
to the French, without pretending to a foot of 
‘ground for himfelf; provided Lewis would allow 
him to purfue his advantages againll the Dutch 
.But the Frefich monarch, tho*ugh the conquelj: of 
that valuable territory was the chief objeft of his 
ambition, rej^ed Ihe offer as contrary to his in- 

D’Eflrades, 19th December 1664. 
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terefts: He thought, that if the Englifh had once chap. 
eftablifhed an uncontrollable dominion over the fea LXiV.' 
and over commerce, they would loon be able to ''“’^665?^ 
render his acquifitions a dear purchafe to him. 

When de Lioune, the French Ipcretary, aflured 
Van ’Beuninghen, ambalutdor of the States, that 
this offer had been preffed on his malter during fix 
months; “I can readily bcliei'e it,” replied tho 
Dutchman ; “ 1 am ffenfible that it is the intereft of 
^ England 

Such were the eftabliftied maxims at that time 
with regard to the interefts of princes. It niufl: 
however be allowed, that the politics of Charles, in 
making this offer, were not a little hazardous. The 
extreme weaknefs of Spain would have rendered the 
French conquefts eafy and infallible; but the vigour 
of the Dutch, it might be forefeen, would, make the 
fuccefs of the Englifti much more precarious.^ And 
even were thejiaval force of Holland totally anni¬ 
hilated, the acquifition of the Dutch commerce to 
England could not be relied on,as a certain confe- 
quence; nor is trade a conftant attendant of power, 
but depends on many other* and Ibrae of them very 
delicate circumflances. 

Though the king of France was refolved to fup- 
port the Hollanders' in that unequal contefl; in 
which they were engaged; yet he protracted his 
declaration, and employed the time in naval pre¬ 
parations, both in the oce 4 i and the Mediterranean. 

The king of Denmjg k meanwhile was refolved not , 

\o remain 'an idle fpeftator of the contefl between 
the maritime powers. The part.Whicb he afted 
was the moft extraordinary: He made,a fecret 
agreefnent with Charles td feize all.the Dutch ihips 
in his harbours, and to lhare the fpolls with the 
Englifh,- provided they would affifl him in execut¬ 
ing thi^ maufure. In order to increafe his prey, he^ 

* D*Eflradesi, 14th Augifft ^6^5* , 
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perfidioufly invited the Dutch to take (belter in his 
ports j and accordingly the Eafl; India fleet, very 
1^65. richly laden, had put into Bergen. Sandwich, who 
now commanded the Englifh na^-■ (the duke hav- 
ing gone afhore;,^ difpatched (ir 'fhoinas Tiddiman 
with a fquadron to attack them; but whether from 
the king of Denmark’s delay in fending orders to 
the governor, or, Ivhat is more probable, from his 
avidity in endeavouring to engrofs the whole booty, 
the Englifh admiral, though he behaved with gret;t 
gdAi’jUft. bravery, failed of his purpofe. The Danilh gover¬ 
nor fired upon him, and the Dutch, having had 
leifure to fortify themfelves, made a gallant refdl- 
ancc. 


The king of Denmark, feemingly alhamed of his 
condudf, concluded iSath fn Gilbert Talbot, the 
Englilh gjivoy, an oftenfive alliance againfl; the 
States^ and at the very fame time, his refident at 
PiipCtrc the Hague, by his orders, concludfd an offenfive 

againft England. To this latter alliance he 
adhered, probably ,from jealoufy ol the increafing 
naval power of England; and he feized and con- 
fifcated all the Englifli (hips in his harbours. This 
was a fenfible check to the advantages which 
Charles had obtained over the Dutch. Not only a 
blow was given to the EngH(h commerce; the king 
of Denmark's naval force was alfo confidcrable, and 
threatened every moment a conjuntlion with the 
Hollanders, That princt fiipnuifed to allKl his ally 
with a fleet of thirty fail; and,he received in return 
a yearly fubfidy of 1,500,000 crownsr, of which 
300,000 wpre'paid by Franc?. 

The Jang endeavoured to counterbalance, thefe 
confederacies by .acquiriiig new friends and‘allies. 
He had difpatched fir Richard Fanfliaw into Spain, 
who met with a very cold reception. That mo¬ 
narchy was funk into a (late of we<!.knfefs, and 
was menaced wi\h ah invafion from France; yet 
could not any motive prevail with Philip to enter 
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into cordial friendfhip with England. Charles’s CHAP, 
alliance with Portugal, the detention of Jamaica 
and Tangiers, the fale of Dunkirk to the French; ''^^665?^ 
all thefe offences funk fo deep in the mind of the 
Spanifh monarch, that no motive of intereft was 
fufficieni* to outweigh them. 

The bifhop of Munfter was the only ally that 
Charles could acquire. This prelate, a man of reft- 
lefs enterprife and ambition, hacl entertained a vio- 
Jent aniinofity vgainft the States; and he was eafily 
engaged, by the promife of fubfidies from Eng¬ 
land, to make anincurfion on that republic. With 
a tumultuary army of hear 20,0^0 men, he invaded 
her territories, and met with weak refiftance. The 
land forces of the States were as feeble and ill- 
governed, as their fleets were gallant and formi- 
tlablc. But after his comniitting great ravages in 
feveral of the provinces, a flop was put ,to the pro- 
grefs of this warlike prelate. He had not mili¬ 
tary (kill fuflirient to improve the advantages which 
fortune had put into his hands: The king of France 
fent a body of 6000 men t(\ oppofe him: Sub- 
fidics were not regularly remitted him from Eng¬ 
land; and many of his troops deferred for want of 
pay: The eleftor of Brandenburgh threatened him* 
with an invafion in his own flate: And on the 
whole, he was glad to conclude a peace under the 
mediation of France. On the firft lurrnife of his 
intentions, fir William Temple was fent from Lon¬ 
don with money* to fix him in his former alliance; 

, but found that he arrived too late. 

The Dutch, encouraged by all thefe favourable 
circumflances, continued refolutejo'exe/t themfelves 
to the utmoft in theit own defence. I)e Ruyter, 
their great admiral, ^wa’s arrived from his expedi¬ 
tion to Guinea: Their Indian fleet was come home 
in faffty: Their harbours were crowded with mer¬ 
chant Ihi^s: Fadlion at home was appeafed: The 
young prince of Orange had ^yt himXelf under the 
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chap, tuition of the States of Holland, and of de Wit, 
their penfionary, who executed his truft with honour 



New fcf 
fion. 


and fidelity: And the aniinofity, which the Hol¬ 
landers entertained againfl; the attack of the Englifh, 
fo unprovoked^ as they thought it, made them thirfi; 
for revenge, and hope for better fuccefs -in their 
next enterprife. Such vigour was exerted in* the 
common caufe, that, in order to man the fleet, all 
merchant fliips were prohibited to f*ul, and even the 
fiflieries were fufpended"'. 

The Englifli likewife continued in the fame dif-r* 
pofition, though another more grievous calamity 
had joined itfelf to that of war. 'J'he plague had 
broken out in Londbnj and that with fuch violence, 
loth oa. as to cut off, in a year, near 90,000 inhabitants. 

The king w'as obliged to fummon the parliament at 
Oxford. ' 

A GOOD agreement ftill fubfifted between the 
king and parliament. They, on their part, unani- 
moufly Voted him the fupply demanded, twelve 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, to be levied in 
Five mile- two years by monthly affeffments. And he, to gra¬ 
tify them, paffed the‘five-mile-aft, which has given 
occafion to grievous and not unjufl; complaints. 
The church, under pretence of guarding monarchy 
againft its inveterate enemies, perfevered in the 
projeft of wreaking her own enmity againfl: the non- 
conformifts. - It was enafted, that no diffenting 
teacher who took not the non-refiftance oath above 
mentioned, fhould, except upon ‘the road, come 
within five miles of any corporation, or of any place, 
where he had preached after the aft of ’ oblivion. 
The penalty was a fine of fjfty pounds, and fix 
months impnfonmftit. By ejefting the non-conform¬ 
ing clergy ^rom thejr churches, and prohibiting all 
feparate congregations, they had been rendered in¬ 
capable of gaining any livelihood by their fpiritual pro- 
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feflion. And now, under colour of removing chap, 
them from placed where their influence might be 
dangerous, ‘ an expedient was fallen upon to de- i66j. 
prive them of all means of fubfiftcnce. Had not 
the fpirit of‘the nation undergone a change, thefe 
violegices'were preludes to the mofl: furious perfe- 
cution. 

Hov/ever prevalent the hierarchy, this law did 
not pafs without oppofirion. Befides feveral peers, 
q^^tached to 'he old parliamentary party, South¬ 
ampton himfelf, though Clarendon’s great friend, 
exprelTed his difapprobation of thefe meafures. 

But the church party, not difc*uraged with this 
oppofition, introduced into the houfe of commons 
a bill for impofmg the oath of non-refiilance on the 
whole nation. It was rejetded only by three 
voices. The parliament,* after a Ihort feflion, was 31ft Oft. 
prorogued. 

Ai'Ter France had declared war, England was i66«. 
evidently ovenhatched in force. Yet flie poflefled 
this advantage by her fituation, that Ihe lay be¬ 
tween the fleets of her enemies,* and might be able, 
by fpeedy and well-concerted operations, to prevent 
their junftion. But fuch was the unhappy conduQ: * 
of her commanders, or fuch the want of intelligence 
in her minifters, that this circumftance turned ra¬ 
ther to her prejudice. Lewis had given orders to 
the duke of Beaufort, his admiral, to feil from 
Toulon; and the French [quadron, under his com¬ 
mand, confifling o’f above forty fail”, wa^now com- 
jponly fuppofed to be entering the channel. The 
Dutch fleet, to the number of feventy-fix fail, was 
at fea, under the cjimmand of' de Ru]^ter and 
Trort(p, in order to join, him. The duke of Al¬ 
bemarle and prince Rupert commanded the Eng- 
lilh fleet, which exceeded not feventy-four fail. Al- 
bemarl^i who, from his fucceflTes under thp proteftor, 

• ^ 
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had too much learned to defplfe the enemy, pro- 
pofed to dcrach priiKe Rupert with twenty fliips, in 
order to oppol'e the duke of Beaufort. Sir George 
Ayfcue, well acquainted with the bravery and con- 
dudf of do Ruyter, protelled againlt the temerity of 
this roiulution: But Albemarle’s authority prevail¬ 
ed. I'he remainder of the Englifli fet fail to give 
battle to the Dutfhj w'ho, feeing the enemy ad¬ 
vance quickly upon them, cut their cables, and 
prepared for the combat. The battle that enfucd^, 
is one of the moft memorable that we read of ill 
ftory; whether we confider its long duration, or the 
defperate couragcc with which it was fought. Al¬ 
bemarle made here fome atonement by his valour 
for the raflmefs of the attempt. No youth, ani¬ 
mated by glory and junbitious hopes, could exert 
hinifelf more than did thio man, who was now in 
the decline of life, and who had reached the fum- 
mit oft honours. We lliall not enter minutely into 
particulars. It will be fufficient tb mention the 
chief events of each day’s engagement. 

In the firft day,< fir William Berkeley, vice-ad¬ 
miral, leading the van,.fell into the thickeft of the 
enemy, was overpowered, and his fliip taken. He 
himfelf was found dead in his cabin, all covered 
with blood. The Englilh had the weather-gage of 
the enemy; ,but as the wind blew fo hard, that they 
could nctf ufe their lower tire, they derived but fmall 
advantage from this circumftance. The Dutch 
Ihot, however, fell chiefly on their*fails and rigging; 
and few Ihfps were funk or much damaged. Chain^ 
fliot was at th^t time a new invention; commonly 
attributed to de Wit. Sir Jphn Harman exerted 
himfelf extremely on thiq day. The Dutch admi¬ 
ral, Evertz, .was killed in engaging him. Dark- 
nefs parted the combatants. 

The fecond day, the wind was fomewha’t fallen, 
and the combat becanve more fteady ancl more ter¬ 
rible. The’Englifli now found, that the greateft 
• •* valour 
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Valour cannot compenfate the fuperiority of ntim> C HAP. 
bers, againft an enemy who is well cundufted, and 
who is not defective in courage. De Ruyter and 1666. 
Van Tromp, rivals in glory and enemies from 
faction, gxerted themfelves in emulation of each 
other; and de Ruyter had the advantage of difen- 
gaging and faving his antagonifl, who had been 
furrounded by the Englilh, and was in the mod 
imminent danger. Sixteen frefli lliips joined thfe 
©utch fleet during the adtion; and the Englifli 
were fo fliattered, that their fighting fliips were re¬ 
duced to twenty-eight, and they found themfelves 
obliged to retreat towards theb own coaft. The 
Dutch followed them, and were on the point of 
renewing the combat, when a calm, which came a 
little before night, prevented the engagement. 

NiiXT morning, the!' Englifli were obliged to 
continue their retreat; and a proper difpofition was 
made for that purpofe. The fliattered fliips were 
ordered to ftretch a-head; and fixteen of the mofl; 
entire followed them in good order, and kept the 
enemy in awe. Albemarle himfelf clofed the rear, 
and prefented an undaunted countenance to his 
victorious foes. The earl of Oflbry, fon of Or-, 
mond, a gallant youth, who fought honour and 
experience in every aftion throughout Europe, was 
then on board the admiral. Albemarle confefled to 
him his intention rather to blow up hisi fliip and 
perifti glorioufly^ than yjeld to the enemy. Oflbry 
japplauded this defperate refolution. 

» About two o’clock, the Dutch had come up^ 
with their enemy, and were ready to renew the 
fight; when a new flfiet was deferied frftm the fouth, 
crowding ail their fail tp reach the fceith*of aftion. 

The Dutch flattered themfelves that. Beaufort was 
arrived, to cut off the" retreat of the vanquilhed: 

The £!ng[ifli hoped that prince Rupert had come, 
tq turn the fcale of a^ion. Albemarle, who had 
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CHAP, received intelligence of the prince’s approach, bent 
his courfe towards him. Unhappily, fir George 
Ayfcue, in a fliip of a hundred guns, the largeft in 
the fleet, ftruck on the Galloper fands, and could 
receive no affiftance from his friends, who were 
haftening to join the reinforcement. He could not 
even reap the confolation of perifliing with honour, 
and revenging his death on his enemies. They were 
preparing fireftiips to attack him, and he was ob¬ 
liged to ftrike. The Englifli failors, feeing the ne- 
ceflity, with the utmoft indignation furrendered 
themfelves prifoners. 

Albemarle and prince Rupert were now deter¬ 
mined to face the enemy; and next morning the 
battle began afrelh, with more equal force than 
ever, and with equal valour. After long cannon¬ 
ading, the fleets came to'^'a clofe combat; which 
was continued with great violence, till parted by 
a mift.‘ The Englilh retired firft into their har^ 
bouts. 

Though the Englifli, by their obftinate cou* 
rage, reaped the chief honour in this engagement, 
it is fomewhat uncertain* who obtained the viftory. 
'The Hollanders took a few fhips, and having fome 
appearances of advantage, exprefled their latisfac- 
tion by all the figns of triumph and rejoicing. But 
as the Englilh fleet was repaired in a little time, and 
put to fejt more formidable than ever, together with 
many of thofe (hips which* the Dutch had boafted 
to have burned or deftroyedj all Europe faw, that 
’ thofe two brave nations were engaged in a con-' 
tell, which was • not likely, on either fide, to prove 
decifive. 

It wasltfie conjunftion alone of the French,' that 
could give a decifive fuperiority to the Dutch. In 
order to facilitate this conjundtion* de Ruyter, hav¬ 
ing repaired his fleet, polled himfelf at the mouth 

vf the Thames. The Englilh, under prince Rupert 

•*' and 
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and Albemarle, were not long in coming to the chap. 
attack. The numbers of each fleet amounted to l-xiv. 
about eighty fail; and the valour and experience of * ^ 

" the commanders, as well as of the feamen, rendered 45ti» 
the engagement fierce and obftinate. Sir Thomas 
Allen, wljo commanded the white fquadron of the liiL " 
Englifti, attacked the Dutch van, which he entirely 
routed; and he killed'the three admirals who com¬ 
manded it. Van Tromp engaged*fir Jeremy S mith ;• 
and during the heat of aftion, he was feparated from 
dc Ruyter and the main body, whether by accident 
of defign was never certainly known. De Ruyter, 
with condu£t and valour, maintained the combat 
againft the main body of the Englifti; and though 
overpowered by numbers, kept his Ration, till night 
ended the engagement. Next day, finding the 
Dutch fleet fcattered and ififcouraged, his high 
fpirit fubmitted to a retreat, which yet he, conduc¬ 
ed with fuch {kill, as to render it equally honour¬ 
able to himfelf as the greateft viftory. Fuirof in¬ 
dignation however at yielding the fuperiority to the 
enemy, he frequently exclaimed^ “My God! what 
“ a wretch am 1! among fo many thoufand bullets, 

“ is there not one to put an end to my miferable 
“ life?** One de Witte, his fon-in-law, who ftood 
near, exhorted him, fince he fought death, to turn 
upon the Englifti, and render his life a dear pur- 
chafe to the victors. But de Ruyter, efteemai it 
more worthy a brave man to perfevere to the utter- 
moft:, and, as long, as poflible, to render fervice to 
his country. All that night and next‘day, the 
Bnglifh prefled upon the rear of the Dutch; 
and it was chiefly byjthe redoubled e%rts of de 
Ruyter, that the latter faved themfelves, jn their 
harbours. * 

THE lofs fiiftained by the Hollanders'* in this ac¬ 
tion was not very confiderable; but as violent ani- 
mofitiesihad, broken out between the two* admirals, 
who engaged all the officers'on o^e fide or other, 

9 ’ • the 
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CHAP, the confternation, which took place, was great 

T provinces. Tromp’s commiffion was at 

j 6 u. taken from him; but though feveral captains< 

had milbehaved, they were fo effectually protected 
by their friends in the magiftracy of the towns, that 
moft of them efcaped punilhment, man)* were ftill 
continued in their commands. 

The Englifti now rode incbnteftablc mafters of 
the fea, and infulted the Dutch in their harbours. 
A detachment under Holmes was fent into the road 
of VI ie, and burned a hundred and forty merchant¬ 
men, tw’o men of war, together with Brandaris, a 
large and rich village on the coaft. The Dutch 
merchants, who loft by this enterprife, uniting 
themfelves to the Orange faClion, exclaimed againll 
an adminiftration, which, they pretended, had brought 
fuch difgrace and ruin on/heir country. None but 
the firm>and intrepid mind of de Wit could have 
fuppofted itfelf under fuch a complication of cala¬ 
mities. 

The king of France, apprehenfive that the Dutch 
would fink under, their misfortunes; at leaft, that 
de Wit, his friend, might be difpoffefed of the ad- 
miniftrarion, haftened the advance of the duke of 
Beaufort. The Dutch fleet llkewife was again 
equipped; and under the command of de Ruyter, 
cruifed near the ftraits of Dover. Prince Rupert 
with tjie knglifli navy, now ftronger than ever, 
came full fail upon them. The Dutch admiral 
thought proper to decline the tombat, and retired 
into St. John’s road near BuVoigne. Here he fhel- 
tered himfelf, both from the Englifli, and from *a 
furious fliorm w'hich arofe. . Prince Rupert too was 
obliged to retire into St. Helens; where he flayed 
fome time,.in order to repair the damages Which he 
had fuflaihed. Meanwhile the duke of Beaufort 
proceeded up the channel, and paffed the Englifli 
fleet unp&rceived; bqt he did not find^ thb Dutch, 
sis he cxptded.. .De Ruyter had been feized with a 
. • * fever: 
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jfever: Many of the chief officers had fallen into c hap, 
fickncfs; A contagious diftemper was fpread 
. through the fleet: And the States thought it ne- 
ceflary to recall them into their harbours, before the 
enemy could be refitted. The French king, anxi¬ 
ous for his navy, which, with fo much care and in- 
duftrv, he had latelv built, difpacched orders to 
Beaufort, to make the bed of^his way to Bred. 

Thar admiral had again the good fortune to pafs th<2f 

Ihio alone, the Ruby, hll iut; i’..; 
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t. .r. V Li caking out in a bakci’s houfc near 
the biidgc, fpread itielf on all fides with fnch rapi¬ 
dity, that no efforts could exlinguifli it, till it I.iidin 
aflies a confiderablc part of the city. The inhabitanls, 
without being able to provide eft’cdually for their 
relief, were reduced to be fpeQators of their own 
ruin; and were purfued from ftreet to llreet by the 
flames, which* unexpededly gathered round them. 
Three days tihd nights did the fire advance; and it 
was only by the blowing up*of houfes, that it was at 
laft pxtinguifhed. The king and duke ufed their 
utmofl endeavours to {lop the progrefs of the flames; 
but all their induftry was untuccefsful. About four 
hundred ilreets, and thirteen thoufand houfps, were 
reduced to afhes. 

THE caufes of this caldinity were evident. The 
narrow ilreets of Lotjdon, the houfes built entirely 
bf wood, the dry feafon, and a violent eafl; wind 
which blew; thefe w^re fo many concurring cir- 
cumftances, which rtiidered it eafy to afiign the 
Teafod of the deflrudion that oiifued. But the 
people were not fatisfied with this obvious, account, 
rrompted by blind rage, fome aferibed the guilt 
to the fr^epfablicans, others the catholics; though 

it 
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CHAP, it IS not eafy to conceive how the burning of London 
could ferve the purpofes of either party. As the 
i6C6. papifts were the chief objefts of public deteftation, ^ 
the rumour, which threw the guilt on them, was 
more favourably received by the people. No proof 
however, or even prefumption, after the ftricleft in¬ 
quiry by a committee of parliament, ever appeared 
to authorife fuch a calumny; yet, in order to give 
countenance to tfte popular prejudice, the infcrip- 
tion engraved by authority on the monument, 
aferibed this calamity to that hated fed. This 
claufe w'as crazed by order of king James, when he 
came to the thronp; but after the revolution it was 
replaced. So credulous, as well as obftinate, are 
the people, in believing every thing which. flatters 
their prevailing paffion! 

The fire of London, though at that time a great 
calamity, has proved in the ilfue beneficial both to 
the city and the kingdom. The city was rebuilt in 
a very little time; and care was taken to make the 
ftreets wider and more regular than before. A dif- 
cretionary power was afliimed by the king to regu¬ 
late the diftribution of the buildings, itnd to forbid 
the uie of lath and timber, the materials of which 
the houfes were formerly compofed. The neceflity 
was fo urgent, and the occafion fo extraordinary, 
that no exceptions were taken at an exercife of au¬ 
thority,,, which otherwife might have been deemed 
illegal. Had the king been enabled to carry his 
power fltill farther, and ihade th6 houfes be rebuilt 
with perfect regularity, and entirely upon one plan j 
. he had much contributed to the convenience, as 
well as embelfifbment, of the city. Great advan¬ 
tages, hewever, have refulted from the alterations; 
though not .carried to the full length. London 
became inuth more healthy after the fire. The 
plague, which ufed to break out with great fury 

^twice onhtkc every cqntury.and indeed*wal always 

. . lurking 
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lurking in fomc corner or other of the city, has c H A i». 
Icarcely ever appeared fince that calamity. i. xiV- ^ 

The parliament met foon after, and gave the ,666. 
fandion of law to thofe regulations made by roval 
authority ; as well a.-v appointed cumniidioners for 
deciding*all fuch queflions of property, as might 
arife' from the fire. They likewlfe voted a fupply 
of 1,800,000 pounds to be levied, partly by a poll- 
bill, partly by affelTmcnts. Thdugh their inquiry 
brought out no proofs, which could fix on the pa- 
|)ifl;s the burning of London, the general averfion 
againft; that fed Hill prevailed ; and complaints 
were made, probably without much foundation, of 
its dangerous increafe. CharISs, at the defire of 
the commons, ilfued a proclamation for the banifli- 
ment of all prieds and Jefuits ; but the bad execu- , 
tion of this, as well as of former edids, deftroyed 
all confidence in his finc 3 rity, whenever he pretend¬ 
ed an averfion towards the catholic religion. Whe¬ 
ther fufpicions^ of this nature had diminiflied the 
king’s popularity, is uncertain; but it appears, 
that the fupply was voted much later than Charles 
expeded, oj^ven than the public neceflities feemed 
to require. The intrigues of the duke of Buck¬ 
ingham, a man who wanted only fteadinefs to» 
render 4 iim extremely dangerous, had foniewhat 
embarralfed the meafures of the court 5 and this 
was the firlt time that the king found any confider- 
able reafon to complain of a failure of confidence in 
this houfe of commons.* The rifing fymptoms of 
ill-humour tended, no doubt, to quickep the Heps, 

•which were alretitly'making towards a peace with* 
foreign enemies. • 

CHAR4.BS began to* be fenfible,* that 511 the ends, Atlvanres 
for which the war had been undertaken, Were likely towards 
to prove entirely abortive. The ^utch, even 
when fingle, had.defended themfelves with vigour, 
and wer^ every day improving in tljeir military 
Ikill and preparations. Though their trade ha<U 
VoL. VII. Ee * fuffered 
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fuffercd extreniclv, their extenfive credit enabled 
them to levy f',rcat fums ; and while the feanien of 
Englfind loudly complained of want of pay, the 
Dutch navy, was regularly fnpplicd with money 
and every thing requifite for its J'ubfiftence. As 
two powerful kings now fu sported them, every 
place, from the cxtrcmiiy of Norway to the coalls 
pf Bayonne, was* become holHle to the Englifli. 
And Charles, lu idjcr fond of action, nor ftimulated 


by any 
means id 


violent ambition, earneftly fought foy 
rcilorlng tranquillity to his people, dif^ 


gufted with a war, which, being joined with the 
plague and fne, hid proved lb fruitlefs and de- 


ilructivc. 


The firfl advances towards an accommodation 


were made by England. When the king fent for 
the body of fir William Berkeley, he infinuated to 
the States'his delire of peace on reafonable terms \ 
and thtir anfwcr correfponded in the fame amicable 
intentions. Charles, however, to maintain the a|>« 
pearance of fuperiority, ftill infifted that the States 
Ihould treat at Loridon; and they agreed to mak<j 
him this compliment fo far as concerned thein- 
felvcs: But being engaged, in alliance with two 
crowned heads, they could not, they faid, prevail 
with thefe to depart in that refpeft from their dig¬ 
nity. On a fudden, the king went fo far on the 
other fide as to oifer the fending of ambafladors to 
the Hague; but this prcpofal, which feemed ho¬ 
nourable to the Dutch, was meant only to divide 
and diftracl them, by affording the Englilh an op-* 
portunity to carry on cabals with the difaffefted 
party. Tffe offer was therefdre rj^efted j and con¬ 
ferences’were fecretly held in the queen-ino.‘her^s 
apartments at Parhs, where the pretenfions of both 
parties were difeaffed. llie Dutch made equitable 
propofals; ,cilher that all things fhould Jhe ifeftored 
• ’.o the fame condition .in which they flood before 
the war j or that 'both parties Ihould continue in 

poffeflioit 
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poffefnon of their prefent acquifitions. Charles 
accepted of the latter propofal; and almofli every 
■ thing was adjuftcd, except the difputes with regard 
to the ifle of Polerone. This ifland lies in the 
Eaft Indies, and v/as formerly valuable for its pro¬ 
duce of fpices. The Englifli had been mailers of 
it; but were difpoirelTed at the time when the vio¬ 
lences were committed againft tJiem at Amboyna. 
Cromwel had Ripulated to have it rellored; and 
Hollanders,, having firft entirely dellroyed all 
file fpice trees, maintained, that they had executed 
the treaty, but that the Englifli had been anew ex¬ 
pelled during the coiirfe of the was^ Charles renewed 
his pretenfions to this ifland ; and as the reafons on 
both fides began to multiply, and feemed to re¬ 
quire a long difculfion, it vva^ agreed to transfer the 
treaty to fome other places and Charles made choice 
of Breda. 

Lord Hollis and Henry Coventry were thg Eng- 
lilh ambafladorsi They immediately defired, that 
a fufpenfion of arms Ihould be agreed to, till the 
feveral claims Ihould be adjufted* But this propofal, 
feemingly fo hatural, was r^efled by the credit of 
de Wit. That penetrating and adlive miniller, 
thoroughly acquainted with the charafters of princes 
and the fituation of affairs, had difeovered an oppor¬ 
tunity of Ilriking a blow, which might at once re- 
ftore to the Dutch the honour loll during war, 
and feverely revenge thofe injuries, which he aferib- 
ed to the wantoA ambition and injullice of the 
Englifli. ^ ^ * 

Whatever projeft^might have been formed by 
Charles for fecreting the money granted him by par¬ 
liament, he had hitherto failed in his mtention. 
The e’xpences of fuch vaft armaments bad exhauft- 
ed all the fupplies °; and even a great debt was 

coxitrafted 

® The Dutch had fpent on the war nea^ 40 millions of livrea 

a year, above three millions ftcriing: A muen gneatcr fum than had 

£ e a been 
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contracted to the feanicn. The king therefore was 
refolved to fave, as far as poflible, the laft fupply 
of ^ 1,800,000 pounds j and to employ it for pay-^ 
ment of his debts, as well tliofe which had been 
occafioned by the war, as thofe which he had for¬ 
merly contra6ted. iHe obferved, that the Dutch 
had been with great reluCtance forced into the war, 
and that the events of it were not fuch as to infpirc 
.them with great' dcfire of its continuance. The 
French, he knew, had been engaged into hoftilities 
by no other motive than that or fuppoiting their 
ally ; and were now. more defirous then ever of 
putting an end to ^e quarrel. The differences be¬ 
tween the .parties^’were fo inconfiderable, that the 
conclufion of peace appeared infallible; and no¬ 
thing but forms, at leaft fome vain points of ho> 
nour, feemed to rej'bain for the ambaffadors at 
Breda to j^ifeufs. In this fituation, Charles, moved 
by an ill-timed frugality, remitted his preparations, 
and ekpofed England to one of the.greateft affronts 
which it has ever received. Two fmall fquadrons 
alone were equipped; and during a war with fuch 
potent and martial enemies, every thing was left al- 
moft in the fame fituatlDn as in times of the mofl: 
profound tranquillity* 

De Wit protracted the negotiations at Breda, 
and haftened the naval preparations. The Dutch 
fleet appeared in the Thames under the command 
of de Ruyter, and threw the Englilh into the utraoft 
confternation. A chain had been drawn acrofs the 
river Medway; fome fortifications had been added 
to Sheernefs and Upnore-caflfe: But all thefe prtf- 
parations were unequal to the prefent necelliiy* 
Sheernefs was fdon taken ; nor could it be %Y®d by 

the valour of fir Edwai\i Sprague, who defended 

% * 

' 

been grante d by Ihe rngllHi pnrliamcnt. D’Eftfades,*a4th of Decem- 
bcr’iei^s; ill or January Temple, voK i, p. 7 j:. UwaspreJ- 

bahly the w.Trtt of money which engaged the king to*’pay ihc feamen 
tvith tickets j ;i contrivance which-piDted fo much to their Iwfs. 

, “ ‘ it. 
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it. Having the advantage of a fpring tide and an c 
cafterly wind, the Dutch prefled on and broke the . ‘. 

'‘chain, though fortified by fome fhips, which had been 1667. 
there funk by orders of the duke of Albemarle. 

They burned the three fliips which lay to guard the (pbathajn, 
chain, the Matthias, the Umty,.and the Charles the 
Fifth. After damaging feveral veflcls, and polfcff- 
ing themfelves of the hull of tl;e Royal Charles, 
which the Englifli had burned, they advanced with* 
j 5 x men of war and five fire-lhips, as far as Upnore- 
^iUe, where they burned the Royal Oak, the Loyal 
London, and the Great James. Captain Douglas, 
who commanded on board the S^yal Oak, periflied 
in the flames, though he had an eafy opportunity of 
efcaping. “ Never was it known,” he laid, “that 
a Douglas had left his poll without orders %** 

The Hollanders fell dow'u the Medway without re^ 
ceiving any confiderable damage j and it was appre¬ 
hended, that they might next tide fail up the Tjjiames, 
and extend tluetr hoftiljties even to the bridge of 
I.ondon. Nine fhips were funk at Woolwich, four 
at Blackwall: Platforms were raifed in many places, 
furnifhed with artillery: The train-bands were called 
out; and every place wzs in a violent agitation. The 
Dutch failed next to Portfmouth, where they made 
a fruitlefs attempt: They met with no better fuc- 
cefs at Plymouth: 'I'hey infulted Harwich: They 
failed again upon the Thames as far as Tilbury, 
where they were repulfed. The whole coalx was in 
alarm j and had the French thought proper at this 
time to join the Dutph fleet and to invadtf England, 
confequenccs the moft fatal might juftly have beeii 
apprehended. But Lawis had no intentjpn to pufh 
the victory to fuch extremities, His inttrefl; re¬ 
quired that a balance fhould be kept betweenr the 
two maritime powers; mat that an uncontrolled Aj- 
periority fhould be given to either. 

P Temple^ vol. li, 

E c 3 * • Greax 



HISTORY QF GR^iAlP RRITA4N. 

Grsat indignation prevailed amongft the Eng. 
Hfli, to fee an enemy, whom they regarded as infe¬ 
rior, whom they had expeded totally to fubdue, and ^ 
over whom they had gained many honourable ad¬ 
vantages, now of a fudden ride undifputed mailers 
of the ocean; burn their ihips in their very harbours, 
fill everyplace with confufion, and flrike a terror’into 
the capital itfelf. But though the caufe of all ihefe 
difafters could be kfcribed neither to bad fortune, 
to the mifcondud of admirals, nor to the ill be¬ 
haviour of feamen, but folely to the avarice, af 
Icaft to the improvidence, of the government ; no 
dangerous fymptoms of difcontent appeared, and no 
attempt for an infurreflion was made by any of 
thofe numerous fe£laries, who had been fo openly 
branded for their rebellious principles, and who 
upon that fuppofition‘•had been treated with fuch 
feveritys. 

In the prefent dillrefs, two expedients were ein- 
bracecT: An army of 12,000 men vy;as fuddenly le¬ 
vied ; and the parliament, though it lay under pro¬ 
rogation, was fummoned to meet. The houfes were 
very thin ; and the only vote which the commons 
paffed, was an addrefs for breaking the army; which 
was complied with. This expn.fllon of jealoufy 
fhewed the court what they might expert from that 
aflfembly ; and it was thought more prudent to pro¬ 
rogue them ‘till next winter. 

But the figning of the treaty at Breda extricated 
the king from his prefent* difficulties. The Englifli 
ambafladors received orders. to recede Ironi thofe 
demands, which, however frivolous in ihemfelves; 
could not now be relinquiffied, without acknow¬ 
ledging a, iiiperiority in the enemy. Polerope re¬ 
mained with the Dutch fatisfadioh for the' fliips 

I 

*1 Some nt>Ti-conformift', however, both In Scotland and England, 
had kept a correfpondcnce with the States, and had entertained pro, 

for infurredtious, bnt they were too weak ever/to attempt the 
execution of thrm. D/Efirades, i3thO£lobcr i66j. 
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Bonaventure and Good - hope, the pretended c H a p. 
grounds of the quarrel, was no longer infifted ou : 

Acadie was yielded to the Frcncu. i'he accjui- ,66;. 
fition of New-York, a fettlement, fo important oy 
its fituation, was the chief advantage which th^ 

Eiiglifli reaped from a war, in which the national, 
chasaftef of bravery had fhone opt with luftre, but 
where the mifconctuft of the government, efpe- 
cially in the conclufion, had^ been no lefs ap¬ 
parent. 

c I'o appeafe the people by fome facrjfice feenied ciarm- 
Tcquifitt; before the meeting of parliament; and the 
prejuthce.; of the nation pointed out the viftim. 

'J’he ci.ancellor was at this tim^nich expofed to the 
hatred of the paiblic, and of every party which di- 
viilc'd the nation. .‘Ml the numerous fedtaries re¬ 
garded him as their determined enemy ; and alrrib- * 
ed tf) his advice and iiidpeiicc thole perfecuting laws 
to which they had lately been expofed. The ca¬ 
tholics knew, that while he retained any authority, 
rll their crediPwich the king and the duke would be 
entirely uleiefs to them, nor mull they ever expe/t 
any favour or indulgence. E^;en the royalifts, dif- 
appointed in their fanguine hopes of preferment, 
threw a great load of envy on Clarendon, into whofe 
hands the king feemed at firft to have refigned the* 
whole power of government. The fale of Dunkirk, 
the bad papnent of the feamen, the dlfgrace at 
Chatham, the unfuccefsful conclufion of the war; 
all tilde misfortunes were charged on the cliancellor, 
who, though he* had evfer oppol'ed the rupture with 
Holland, thought it ftill his duty to juftify what he^ 
could not prevent. A building, likewife, of more 
expcnce and magnificence than .hfs llej;ider fortune 
could afford,. being unwarily undertakep by him, 
much expofed him to’public .reproach, as* if he 
had acquired great riches by corruption. The po¬ 
pulace gave it commonly the appellation of Dunkirk 
Hoult. • 

E e 4 Tifif 
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^ The kinjrhiinfe^', who had always more revered 

^I'Xlv. ^ loved the chancellor, was now totallv eilrangei 
1667. from him. A.m Jit rhe dilTolute maiaievs of the - 
court, that minille'^ dill maintained aii inflexible 
dignity, and wouKi not fubmit to any condefccn^ons, 
which he deemed unworthy of his age and rfiara^er. 
Buckingham, a man of profligate viorals, happy 
in his talent for ridicule, but exp’ofed in his own 
eonduft to all the ridicule which he threw on others. 
Rill made him the objed of his raillery, and gra¬ 
dually leflened in the king, that regard which ha' 
bore to his minifier. When any difficulties arofe 
either for want of j^pwer or money, the blame w'as 
Rill thrown on him, who, it was believed, hud 
carefully at the reftoration checked all lavilh con- 
' cellions to the klnj^. And what perhaps touched 
Charles more nearly, he lound in Clarendon, it is 
faid, obfta,cles to his pleafures, as well as to his am¬ 
bition. 


The* king, difguflcd with the homely perfon 
of his conlort, and defirous of having children, 
had hearkened to, propofals of obtaining a di¬ 
vorce, on pretence either of her being pre-en¬ 
gaged to another, or oT having made a vow of 
‘ chaftlty before her marriage. He was farther fti- 
inulated by his pafiiou for Mrs. Stuart, daughter 
of a Scotch gentleman ; a lady of great beauty, 
and whofe Oiitue he had hitherto found impreg¬ 
nable : But Clarendon, apprehenfive of the conl'e- 
quences attending a dil’puted title, and perhaps 
anxious for* the fucceflion of his own grandcliildren, 

* engaged the duke of Richmond to rriarry Mrs.“ 
Stuart, and thereby put an enjl to the king’s hopes. 
It is pret^qued that Charles never forgave this difap- 
poiiUBient. ■ • * . 

When politics, therefore, and inclination both 


con<vi‘red* to make the king facrifice Clarendon to 
popular prejudices, the memory of his paR l^VIces 
Vas not able any longer'to delay his fall. The great 

feal 
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feal was taken from him, and given to fir Orlando CHAP. 
Bric’,<j'’man, by the title of Lord Keeper. South- 
. amptou, the treafurer, was now dead, who had per- 
fevered to the utmoft in his attachments to the chan¬ 
cellor. The laft time he appeared at the council- 
table, he exerted his friendlhip with a vigour which 
neither age nor infirmities could abate. “ This 
“ man,” faid he, fpeaking of Clarendon, “ is a 
“ true proteftant and an honeft Englilhman; and 
while he enjoys power, we are fecure of our laws, 
liberties, and rehgion. I dread the confequences 
oi his removal.” 

But the fall of the chancellor was not fufficient 
to gratify the nialke of his enemies : His total ruin 
was reh'lved on The duke of York in vain ex¬ 
erted his intcreil in behalf of his fathcr-iii-Iaw. « 

Both prince and people unifed in promoring that 
violent meafure; and no means were thought fo 
proper for ingratiating the court with a parliament, 
which had fo Ipng been governed by that I'try mi- 
nifler, who was now to be the vidim of their pre¬ 
judices. 

Some popular afts paved the way for the fellion; 
and the parliament, in thch firft addrefs, gave the 
king thanks for thefe inllances of his goodnefs, and* 
among the reft, they took care to mention his diC- 
million of Clarendon. 'I’he king, in reply, allured 
the houfes, that he would never again employ that 
nobleman in any publick ofllce whatloevei*. Imme¬ 
diately, the charge agaiait him was opened in the 
houfe of commons by Mr. Seymour, afterwards fir 
* Edward, 'and conlitled of feventeen articles. The* 
houfe, without exaimning particulars, farther than 
hearing general affirmations that all would be proved, 
imntediately voted fiis impeachment. Many.of the 
articles■■ we know to bp either'falfe *jor frivolous; 
and fuchof them* as we are lefs acquainted with, wc 


» See note [M] at fche end oi' the volume. 
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C H A F- may fairly prefume to be no better grounded. Ills 
LXiv. advifing the fale of Dunkirk, feems the heavieft and 
1667, part of the charge; but a miftake in judg¬ 

ment, allowing it to be fuch, where there appear no 
fymptoms of corruption or bad intentions, it would 
be very hard to impute as a crime to any minilter. 
The king’s neceflities, which occafioned that mca- 
fure, cannot, with any appearance of reafon, be 
charged on' Clarendon j and chiefly proceeded from 
the over-frugal maxims of the parliament itfelf, in 
not granting the proper fupplies to the crown. . 

When the impeachment was carried up to thd 
peers, as it contained an accufation of treafon in 
general, without fp^icifying any particulars, it feemed 
not a fufficient ground for committing Clarendon to 
cuftody. The precedents of Strafford and Laud 
' were not, by reafon of the \iolence of the times, 
deemed a proper authority; but as the commons 
ftill inflfted upon his commitment, it was neceffary 
to appoint a free conference between the houfes. 
The lords perfevered in their refoKftion ; and the 
commons voted this conducl: to be an obflrudion to * 
public juflice, and a. precedent of evil and dangerous 
tendency. They alfo chofe a committee to draw up 
a vindication of their own proceedings. 

Clarendon, finding that the popular torrent, 
united to the violence of power, ran with impetuo- 
fity againfl; him, and that a defence, oftered to fuch 
prejudiced ^rs, . would be entirely ineft'eftual, 
thought proper to withdraw. At Calais he wrote a 
paper addreffed to the houfe of lords. He there faid, 

. that his fortune, which was but. moderate, had been, 
gained entirely by the lawfful, avowed profits of his 
oflice, and ,by tiic voluntary bounty of the king'; 
that during the firfl: years after the refi.oraticm he 
had always concu’-red in opinion with the other 
counfellors, ‘men of fuch- reputation that no one 
could entertain fufpicions of their wifdom or inte¬ 
grity ; thafhis credit foon declined, aixcl hll^wever 
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he might difapprove of fome meafures, he found It 
vain to oppofe them; that his repugnance to^ihe 
Dutch war, the fource of all the public grievances, 
was always generally known, as well as his difappro- 
hation of many unhappy fleps taken in condudVmg 
it; and* that whatever pretence might be made of 
public offences, his real crime, that which had cx- 
afperated his powerful enemies, was his frequent op- 
pofition to exorbitant grants, which the importunity 
of fuitors had extorted from his majeffy. 

. The lords tranfmitted this paper to the commons 
under the appellation of a libel; and by a vote of 
both houfes, it was condemned to be burned by the 
h.ands of the hangman. Thc*parliaraent next pro¬ 
ceeded to exert their legiflative power againif Cla¬ 
rendon, and pafled a bill of banifliment and inca¬ 
pacity, which received the i*oyal alTent. lie retired 
into France, where h^ lived in a private manner. 
He furvived his banilhnient fix years; 5 nd he em¬ 
ployed his leifpre chiefly in reducing info arder the 
Hiftory of the Civil Wars, for which he had before 
colleded materials. The performance docs honour 
to his memory ; and except Whitlocke’s Memorials, 
is the moll candid account of thofe times, corapofed 
by any cotemporary author. • 

Clarendon was always a friend to the liberty and 
conftitution of his country. At the commencement 
of the civil wars, he had entered into ^the late king’s 
fervice, and was honoured with a great fliare in the 
efteem and friendfliip of that monarch : He was 
purfued with unrelenting animofity Jay the long 
parliament: He h‘M fhared all the fortunes, and 
clirefted all the counfels of the prefent king during 
hi^ exile : He had been advaheed ^o the highell 
truft and offices after the reftoration; Yfit all thefe 
circumftances, which might rihturaHy operate with 
fuch. force, either on refentment, gratitude, or 
ambkioii, had no influence on his uncorrupted 
^ mind. 
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C H AP. mind. It is laid, that when he firft engaged in the 
LXiv. f^^£}y of tho Jaw, his father exhorted him with great 
carneftnefs to (him the praAice too common in that ‘ 
profeflion, of ftraining every point in favour of pre- 
rogative, and perverting fo ufeful a fcience to the 
oppreflion of liberty : And in the mid ft *of thefe 
rational and virtuous counfels, which he re-iterated, 
he was fuddenly feized with an apoplexy, and ex¬ 
pired In his fun’s prefence. This circumftance gave 
additional weight to tlie principles which he incul-, 
cated. 

The combination of king and fubjeft to opprefs 
fo good a minifter ^ords, to men of oppofitc dif- 
pofitions, an equal occafion of inycighing agai.uft 
the ingratitude of princes, or ignorance or the 
. people. Charles fecins never to have mitigated his 
refentment again't Clarendon ; and the national pre¬ 
judices purfued him to his retreat in France. A 
company of Englilh foidlers, being quartered near 
him, afTdulted his houfe, broke open the doors, gave 
him a dangerous wounvl on the head, and would 
have proceeded to the laft extremities, had not their 
officers, hearing of the violence, happily interpofed, 
The next expedient which the king embraced, 
in order to acquire popularity, is more deferving of 
praife; and, had it been fteadily purfued, would 
probably have rendered his reign happy, certainly 
his memory rtfpetlcd. It is the Triple Alliance of 
which I fjleak ; a meafure which gave entire fatisfac- 
tion to the public. 

The glory of France, whiqji had long been 
fcclipfed, either by domeftic fadlions, or by the fuper- 
rior force of the* Spanilh monarchy, began now to 
break out with great luftre, and to engage the atten¬ 
tion of ;he neighbouring na^ions.^ The independent 
power and mutinous fpirit of the nobility were fuhh 
duedThe popular pretcnfions of the parliament 

jcftraincd: lihe Hugonot party reduced tb f^bjec- 
> • '■ tion; 
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tion : That extenfive and fertile country, enjoying c H a p, 
every advantage both of climate and firuation, was , 

, fully peopled with ingenious and induftrious inha¬ 
bitants : And while the fpirit of the nation difcovered 
all the vigour and bravery requifite for great enter- 
prifes, was tamed to an entire fubmiffion under 
the will of the fovereign. 

The fovereign who now filled the throne was well Chan^T 
adapted, by his perfonal charafl^r, both to increafe 
andto avail himielf ofthefeaclvantagesi. Lewis XIV. 
^endowed with every quality which could enchant the 
people, pofleffed many which merit the approbation 
of the wife. The mafeuline beauty of his perfon was 
cmbellifhed with a noble air : The dignity of his be¬ 
haviour was tempered with afiabi:ity andpolitenefe : 

Elegant without effeminacy, addided to pleal'urc* 
without negleding bufinefs, •decent in Ids very vices, 
and beloved in the midll* of arbitrary power, he fui - 
paffed all cotemporary monarchs, as in grandeur, fo 
likewife in fatne and glory. • 

Ills ambition, regulated by prudence, not by 
jufticc, had carefully provided every means of con- 
quell; and before he puj himfelf in motion, he 
leemed to have abfolute>y enfured fuccefs. His 
finances were brought into order : A naval powxi* 
created : His armies increafed and difeiplined : Ma¬ 
gazines and military ftores provided : And though 
the magnificence of his court was fupported beyond 
all former CKample, fo regular w'as the •ceconomy 
obferved, and f® willingly did the people, now en¬ 
riched by arts and commerce, fubmit xp multiplied 
* taxes, that his milftary force much exceeded w'hat irf 
any preceding age had ever been «mployed by any 
Eujopean monarch. * , * * 

The fudien decline and almqft total 'fall of the 
Spanilh monarchy, opened an'invit^g field to fo 
enterprifing a prince, and feemed to promif^ him 
eafy aadsextenfive conquefU. The otjjer nations of 
Eur<^e, feeble or ill gove»ned, were aftonilhed 
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r^o e;rirtifr.efs of his rifing empire; and all of them 
cad their eyes towards England, as the only power 
which could I'ave them from that fubjeftion W'ith 
which they feemed to hefo nearly threatened. 

Tiii-. aniniofiry which had anciently fubfifled be¬ 
tween the Englifh and French nations, and which 
had been fufpended for above a century by the jea- 
louiy of Spanifii grpatnefs, began to revive and to 
exert itielf. 'I'he glory of preferving the balance of 
Europe, a glf>ry fo much iounded on juftice and, 
humanity, flattered the ambition of i' ngland ; and' 
the people were eager to provide for their own future 
fecurity, by oppofin^- the progrefs of fo hated a rival. 
The prorjiecl: of embracing fuch meafures had con- 
tri])ured, among other reafons, to render the peace 
‘of Breda fo univerfall,y acceptable to the nation. 
By the death of Philip IV. king of Spain, an in¬ 
viting opportunity, and fome very flender pre¬ 
tences, ,hud been aiforded to call forth the ambition 
of Lewis. 


At the treaty of the Pyrenees, when Lewis 
efpoufed the Spanifh princefs, he had renounced 
every title of fucceflion t (3 every part of the Spanifli 
.pionarchy; and this renunciation had been couched 
in the moll: accurate and moll: precife terms that 
language could afford. But on the death of his 
father-in-law^ he retraced his renunciation, and 
pretendecl. that natural rights, depending on blood 
and fucceflion, could not be annihilated by any 
extorted deed or contraft. Philip had left a fon, 
.Charles 11 . *of Spain ; but as the queen of France, 
was of a former marriage, Ihe laitl claim to a con- 
fxderable province- of the Spanilh monarchy,' even 
to the exo’ufion of her brother. By the cuftorm of 
fonie parts of Brabrnt, a female of a firft marriage 
was preferred ‘to a male of a fecond, in the fucceflion 
to pri^rate inheritances ; and Lewis thence inferred, 
that his queeli had acquired a right to the ^doti^nioli 
of that important dutchy. 
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A CLAIM of this nature was more properly fup- chap. 
ported by military force than by argument and rea- i^XFV. 
Toning. Lewis appeared on the frontiers of the 
Netherlands with an army of 40,000 men, com- French in. 
manded by the beft generals of the age, and pro- 
vided with every thing neceflary for adion. The Counf''^ 
Spaniards, though they might have forefeen this 
meafure, were totally unprepared. Their towns, 
without magazines, fortifications, or garrifons, fell 
into the hands of the French king, as foon as he 
]^refentcd himfelf before them. Athe, Lifle, Tour- 
nay, Oudenarde, Courtray,Charleroi, Binche, were 
immediately taken; And it was jtifible that no force 
in the Low Countries was able to Hop or retard the 
progrefs of the French arms. 

This meafure, executed with fuch celerity and 
fuccefs, gave great alarm, to almofl: every court in 
Europe. It bad been obferved with what dignity, 
or even haugbunefs, l.ewis, from tbfe time began 
to govern, had’ ever fupported all his rights and 
preienfions. D’Eilrades, the French ambaffador, 
and Watteville the Spanifli, having quarrelled in 
London, on account of tlieir claims for precedency, 
the French monarch was not fadsfied till Spain fent 
to Paris a folemn cmbally, and promifed never more 
to revive fuch contefts. Crequi, his ambaffador at 
Rome, had met with an afl'ront froni the pope’s 
guards: The pope, Alexander VII. had Ij^ecn con- 
llrained to break his guards, to fend his nephew to 
alk pardon, and fb allow a pillar to be crefted in 
Jlome itfejf, as a monument of his o\^n humilia-, 
lion. The king of England too had experienced 
the high fpirit and unfubmitting,temp^ of Lewis. 

A pretenfion to fuperioritv in the Englilh flag having 
been advanced, the -French monarch remonftrated 
with fuch vigour, and prepared himfelfto^refift with 
. fuch courage, that Charles 'found it more prudent 
to defill from his vain and antiquated chims. The 
4 * kin| 
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p- king of England, faid Lewis to his ambaffador 
D’Eftrades, may know my force, but he knows not 
the fentiments of my heart: Every thing appears, 
to me contemptible in comparifon of glory Thefe 
meafures of condud had given ftrong indications 
of his charafter : But the invafion of Flanders dif- 
covercd an arabiiion which, being fupported by'fucli 
overgrown power, menaced the general liberties of 
Europe. ' 

As no Rate lay nearer the danger, none was feized 
with more terror than the United Provinces. Thej 
w'ere Hill engaged, together with France, in a war 
againfl England; and Lewis had promifed them 
that he would take no ftep againft Spain without 
previoully informing them: But, contrary to this 
affurance, he kept a total filencc, till on the very 
point of entering uporf aftion. If the renunciation 
made at the treaty of thfe Pyrenees w^as not valid, 
it was forefecn, that upon the death of the king of 
Spain, ’ a fickly infant, the whole ijionarchy would 
be claimed by Lewis, after which it would be vainly 
expefted to let bounds to his pretenfions. Charles, 
acquainted w’iih tliefe well-grounded apprehenfions 
of the Dutch, had been the more obftinatc in in¬ 
filling on his own conditions at Breda; and by de¬ 
laying to fign the treaty, had imprudently expofed 
himfeif to the fignal difgrace which he received at 
Chatham. ‘Dc Wit, fehlible that a few weeks delay 
would lie of no confequence in the Low Countries, 
took this opportunity of ftriking an important blow, 
and of fmilhing the war with honour to himfeif and 
to his country. ^ ' ' 

Nf.GOTiATieNs meanwhile commenced for the 
faving of tlander's; but no re/iftance w'as made to the 
French arms. The Spanifii minifters exclaimed every 
where again!}, the flagrant injultice of Lewises preten- 
fion^S, and reprefented it to be the iiftereft of every 
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pcv'cr in Europe, even nioro tlian of Spain iifolf, c Ti A. P. 
to prevent hi,', conquel;. (■! lhe LvOvv Countries. The ^ 

^emperor and the Ger." n ’-C.iccs oifeovered cvi.Ient 
lyra])t;)ins o* difeontent, ,■ .1 their moth us were 

flow and backward, 'jT.e ;r'hough lerrihctl 
at the jtrjorpecl; of Iiaving ti'u> frcinicr oq^oied to 
io foVmidable a foe, faw no refouice, no means of 
fafety. England indeed feemed dilpofed to make 
oppofition to the French ; but the v.iriable and im¬ 
politic conducl ol Charles kept that republic fron\ 

^taking him any o]}eii advances, by v.hicli Ihe 
might lofe the frienuihip of E;a'’ce, without ac¬ 
quiring any new ally. .rt.ndthoug!i Lewis, dreading 
a combinaticn of ail Europe, T'ad offered terms of 
accommodation, the Dutch apprehended, Icff thei'e, 
either from the obffinacy of the Spaniards, or the ^ 
ambition of the French, Ihouid never be carried into 
execution. ‘ 


Chari, r.s refolved with great pruden’ce to trke 
the fir (I ftep towards a confederacy. Sir William 
Temple, his rerident at Brulfels, received orders to 
go lecretly to the Flaguc, and to concert with the 
States the means-of laving the’Netherlands. This 
man, w^hom philofo]ihy hisd taught to defpife the 
world, without rendering him unfit for it, was frank,* 
open, fincere, fuperior to the little tricks of vulgar 
politicians : And meeting in de Wit with a man of 
the fame generous and enlarged fentiments, he im- 
.. mediately opened his maffer’s intentions, artd preffed 
a fpeedy concluQon. A treaty was from the- firlt 
negotiated between thefe two ftatefmqp with the 
•fame cordiality as ^f it were a private tranfadion* 
between intimate companions. Deeming the intc- 
refts of their country the fame, tifey gafe fall fcope 
to tK-ftt fyrapathy of char«der which difp6fed. them 
to an entire reliance* on each other’s pjrofeffions and 
engagements.* And though jealoufy againft the 
' houfe of ^)range might infpire dt^Wit an aver- 
fion t(V a ftrid union with Jilngland, he generouffy • 
VoL. VII. F f * refolved 
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c FI A r. rcfolved to facrlfice all private confidcrations to the 
jiublic lervicc. 

i(iuS. TLMri.E in filled on an offenfive league between 
F.ngland and Holland, in order to oblige France to 
reliiiquifli all her conquelis : But de Wit told him, 
that thi.i incai'urc tx as too bold and precipitate to be 
agreed to by the States. He faid, that the Fre'ncli 
were the old and conllant allies of the republic ; 
aiid, till matters arme to extremities, flic never 
A\ould deem it prudent to abandon a friendfliip fo 
well fcflablilhed, and rely entirely on a treaty with'? 
England, which had lately w'agtd fo cruel a war 
againlb her : 'i'iiai ever fmcc the reign of Elizabeth, 
there had been fueK'a llucfnation in the Englifli 
councils, that it was not poUible, for two years to- 
,gcther, to lake any fure or certain meal'ures with 
tliat kingdom: That though the prefent minillry, 
having cnicred into view s 16 conformable to national 
interefl, promifed greater firmntTs and conflancy, it 
might Hill be unl'aie, in a bufmefs of fuch confe- 
quence, to put entire confidence in them : That the 
French monarch w'as young, haughty, and power¬ 
ful ; and if treated ih fo imperious a manner, would 
expofe himfelf to the greiAcfl extremities rather than 
fubmit: That it was fuflicient, if be could be con- 
ilraiued to adhere to the oilers which he himfelf hud 
already made ; and if the remaining provinces of 
The Low Countries could be thereby laved from the 
danger, with which they were at prefent threatened: 
And that the other powers, in Germany and the 
north, whol^ afliftance they might expedd, w'ould be 
'j'atisficd. with putting a Hop to the French conquelis,* 
w'iihout pretendhig to recover the places already 
loll. / • 

The E'hglilli minifler was content to accept of 
the terms propofed by the penlionary. Lewis had 
offered to relinquilh all the queen’s rights, on con¬ 
dition either ,of keeping the conquelis which he had 
• made lull campaign, or cf receiving, in lieu orthem, 

7 ' , *' Tranche- 
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Franchecomte, together with Cambray, Aire, and c h A p- 
St. Omers. De Wit and Temple fountied their 
treaty upon this propofal. They agreed to offer 166?. ' 

their mediation to the contending powers, and ob¬ 
lige France to adhere to this alternative, and Spain 
to accept of it. II Spain refufed, they agreed, that 
Frafice ftiould not proFcute her claim by arms, 
but leave it entirely to England and Holland to 
employ force for making the tertns effectual. And 
the leinainder ol the Low Countries they thence- 
.Tortli guaranteed to Spain. A defenfive alliance 
was Hkewile concluded between Holland and Eng¬ 
land. 

The articles of this confeaeracy were foon ad- 
jufted by luch candid and able negotiators: But the 
greatelt difficulty Itill remained. By the conftitutioifc. 
of the republic, all the towns in all the provinces 
mull: give their confent fo every alliance ; and be- 
fides that this formality could not be dilTpatched in 
lefs than two lyonths, it was juftly to be HreScled, 
that the influence of France would obffruQ: the 
palling of the treaty in feme of the fmaller cities. 
D’Eftrades, the French ambaflador, a man of abi¬ 
lities, hearing of the league w'hich was on the car¬ 
pet, treated it lightly j “ Six w’eeks hence,” faid 
he, we fhall fpeak to it.” To obviate this diffi¬ 
culty, de Wit had the courage, for the public good, 
to break through the laws in fo fundamental an ar¬ 
ticle ; and by his authority, he prevailed with the 
States General at«once to fjgn and ratify the league: ,3th JaUi 
Though they acknowledged that, if that meafure 
^ould difpleafe their conlUtuents, they rifleed their* 
heads by this irregularity. After faalinff, all parties 
embiaced with great cordiality, .'^rempie cried out, 
jIt. Breda^ as friends^: Hsre as brothers. /\jid de 
Wit added, that now the^ matter’was ftnifhed it look¬ 
ed like, a mirlcle. • ’ * 

Room had been left in the treaty foiatheacceffion Xrlplq, 
of Swiden, which was foon after obtained j and thfls “league. 

F f 2 * * , * was . - 
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C II A P. was concluded in five davs the triple lea.que ; an event 
“L received with equal furjiril'c and appn bation by the 

*668. world. Notwilhhandiiig the unfortunate conclufion ' 
of the lull war, Knqland now appeared in her pro¬ 
per Itation, and, by this wife coiuhicl:, had recover¬ 
ed all her injlucnce and credit in Europe. 'Temple 
likcwife received great ayiplaufc; but to all thecom- 
pliincnts made him on the ocrafion, he modefUy re¬ 
plied, that to remove things from their centre, or 
proper clement, required force and labour j but that^ 
of tliemfelves they eafiiy returned to it. 

The French monarch was exfrentcly difpleafed 
with tins nuafurc. ,Nut only 1 minds were at pre- 
fent fet to his ambitiim : Such a barrier was alfo 
raif 1 at I'cotned for ever ini[vre'.; lablo. And though 
*his own ' r was madeyhr f'unif'tion of the treaty, 
he ha'l p,Ibcd fo yi 'c'me for the acceptance 
of it ‘iiaL <:c ilill cXj-CHt d, IVfim the delays and rc- 


hicfance o! Sjiaiti, to find fome opportunity of elud¬ 
ing Tt. Tile court of Madrid ihowed equal dil- 
plcai'ure. T'o rclinquiili any part of the Spanifli 
province.’, in lieu of ciaims, lb apparently unjult, and 
thefe urgcfl with fnch vioL-ri'-e and liaughtinefs, in- 
fpired the higheff diqgid!:. Often did the Sjianiards 
threaten to abandon eiitirely tl:e IjOw Countries, 
rather than fubmit to fo cria.-l a uifirtification; and 
tlicy endcavotircil, by this menace, to terrify the 
meiliating powers into more vigorous mcafurcs for 
their fipport. But Temple and de Wit were better 
acquainted with the views and iriterefts of Spain. 
.They knew*, that flic mulf. Irill retain, the I.ow, 
Countries, aS a bond ci' connexion with the other 
European powers,, who alone if her young monarch 
fhould happen to die without iiiiic, could infure her 
indcpeailcncy^ agaiuft the pretcnfions of France. 
They fill .urged, thereferej- the terms of the triple 
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iand ; Van Beuninghcn ior Holland j D'Ohna for, C ha p. 
Sweden. 

Spain at lafl, preded on all hands, accepted of 
the alternative olleved ; but in lier very compl'wnce, 
file gave flrong fyniptoms of ill-huniour and dif- 
content. • It had been apparent, that the ilullanu- 
ers, entirely ncglecling tl.'c honour of the SpaniPn 
monarchy, had been anxious only for their own fe- 
curity ; and, provided tliey codid remove Lewis to 

dillance from their frontier, were more indi i'creiit 
■ what progrefs he made in other places. Senlible of 
thefe views, the queen-regent of Spain jvf.ib^vl diil 
to keep them in an anxiety, which miglu lor the 
I'liture be the foundation of an union more intimate 
than they were wH!iii;>- at prefent to enter into, 
b’ranchccomlt, by a vigorous and w'dl-eonrei tcti,. J‘V'.'vy m 
plan of the French king, had been conquered, in ’ * 
fifteen days, during a vigorous fearon,^and in the 
midlt of winter. She chofe, therefore, to lecover 
this province, and to abandon all the tov ns toiiquer- 
ed in Flanders during the lalt campaign. .By this ' 
means, Lewis extended his 'larrifons into the heart 

% * O 0 ^ 

of the Low Countries; and a very feeble harrier re¬ 
mained to the Spanilh provinces. 

BtT )- notwithftanding the advantagc.s of his Ihu- 
ation, the French monarch couKl entertain fmall 
hopes of ever extending his conqucll s oii that quai ter, 
which lay the moft expol’ed to his ambiiion, and 
where his acquifitions were of molt iiF.jjrirtancc. 

'Hie triple league guaranteed the remaining pro¬ 
vinces to Spain ; and the emperor and other powers 
of Germany, w'hole interelt I'eemed to be mtiinatcly 
conderned, were invited to enter^into tjve fatne con¬ 
federacy. Spain hcrfelf, liaving, abouj ^this time, 
undfer the mediatictn oP Charles, made peace on 
equal terms with Portygal, might be expecled to 
exert .more vigotir and oppofition to lur haughty 
and triifhiphanc rival. The great latislaction, cx- 
prclTcd in England, on acct)unt_of the coum'el.- jiow 
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CHAP, embraced by the court, promifed the hearty concur’ 

• jf rence of parliament in every meafure wiiich could 
1668. be propofed for oppofition to the grandeur of' 
France. And thus all Europe feemed to repofe 
herfelf with fecurity under the wings of that power¬ 
ful conledeiacy, ^vhich had been lo happily formed 
for her protection. It is now time to give fome 
account of the (late of afl’airs in Scotland and in 
Ireland. 

Affvrs of The Scottifh nation, though they had never'beeiy 
Scotland, arbitrary power of their prince, had 

but very imperfect notions of law and liberty ; and 
fcarccly in any age bad they ever enjoyed an admi- 
iiiflration, which had confined itfclf,within the pro¬ 
per boundaries. By their final union alone with 
‘^England, their once hated adverfary, they have 
happily attained ihe expedience of a government 
perfedlly regular, and exempt from all violence and 
injufiice. Charles, from his averfion to bufinefs, 
had intiufted the afbxirs of that couirtry to his mini- 
fters, particularly Middleton ; and thefe could not 
forbear making vciyvextraordinary ftretches of au¬ 
thority. 

There had been intercepted a letter, written by 
lord Lome to lord' Duffus, in which, a little too 
plainly, but very truly, he complained, that his 
enemies had endeavoured by falfehood to prepoffefs 
the king jigainll him. But fie faid, that he had now 
clifeovered them, had defeated them, and had gained 
the perfon, meaning the earl of Clarendon, upon 
.whom the dhief of them, depcmbjd. This letter was. 
produced before the parliament; and Lome was 
tried upon',an bl/i tyrannical, abfurd law againlt 
hcafing-mekiri'g ; by which it was rendered criminal 
to bdie the fubjefts. to the king, or create in him 
an ill opinion lof them. He was condemned to die: 
But Charles was much difpleafed with the fentence, 

^ and granted him a pardon 
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It was carricJ in parliament, that twelve perfons, c H a p. 
^^ithout crime, wimds, trial, or accMil’er, fhould be 
declared incapable ol'all trull or oilice ; and to ren- x66js. 
der this injultice more ejjregious. It was agreed, that, 
ihcle peri'ons iliould l>e named by ballot: A tnetliod 
of .votiifg which fevcral rcpubli.es had adopted at 
ele£lions, in order to prevent faclion and intrigue; 
but which could ferVe only as a cover to malice and 
iniquity, in the inllieting of punillunents. Lauder¬ 
dale, Crawford, and lir Robert Murray, among 
others, were incapacitated : IJui the king, who db- 
approved of this injultice, vefufed his allent b 

An acl was palled againll jll perfons, who flioiild 
move the king for reitoring the children of thole 
who were attainted by parliament; an unheard-of 
rellraint on applications for grace and mercy. Nb 
penalty was afiixed ; but the ad was but the mtue 
violent and tyrannical on that account., 'I’he court- 
lawvers had ellablilhed it as a maxim, that the af- 
ligning of a» punilhmeiic was a limitation of the 
crowm: Whereas a law, forbidding any thing, 
though without a penalty, m^de the oll'endcrs cri¬ 
minal. And in that cafe, they determined, that 
the punillimcnt was arbitrary; only that it coukl 
not extend to life. Middleton as commlHioner 
pafled this ad ; though he had no inllrudious for 
that purpofe. 

An aef of indemnity-paffed; but aj the fame 
time it was voted, that aili thofc who had oU’eudcd 
during the late’ dilordfirs, fhould be fubjeded to 
fines; and a committee of parliament Was appoint¬ 
ed foi impofing them, 'i hefe prcKeeiled' without 
any regard to fome equitable rule§, w\>rch the king 
hadr preferibed to them The molt .obnoxious 
eonipounded fecretly. j^o copfideration Avns had, 
either of men’s riches,, or of the degrees of their 

guilt: No proofs were produced; luquiritjs were 

* » 
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not fo much as maJc : But as fall as information 
v/as given in againll any man, he was marked down 
for a particular fine ; And all was tranfafted in a' 
fecret committee. When the lift was read in par¬ 
liament, c^'cc}nions were made to fevcral: Some 
had been under age during ihe civil wars ; Tome.had 
been abroad. But it w'as flill replied, that a proper 
lime would come, when every man lliould be heard 
in his own defence. The only intention, it was 
faid, of letting tlie fines was, that fuch perl'ons fliould 
have no beiiclit by the ael of indemnity, unlefs they' 
paid the film demanded : Every one that chole to 
ftand unon iil;; innr.ance, and renounce the benefit 
of the indemnity, might do il at his peril. It was 
well knov. n, that no one would tiare I'o far to fet at 
'defiance io arbifrary an r.Jniiniftration. The king 
wrote U) the council, oi Eiing them to fuperfede 
the levying of ilrolc lines: Mat Middleton found 
means,,dmIr.g f.nr.c time, to elude ihclc orders \ 
And at lalt, the king oiiligcd his ralniftcrs to com- 
])Oun.l lor li.fif the fLinv. v.tiich had been impofed. 
in all tliefi. t'canfaclloiis, and ia moft others, which 
naflul during rlic r'iclcnc rei'^n, we Hill find the 
jnodera'iing hand of the king, iatevpofed to protccl 
tlic Scots from the opprcifioas v/hich their own 
countrymen, employed iu tiie niiulllry, were dc- 
lirous of cxcrcifini’- c’vcr them. 

^ • I 

Tju t tl,ic chief eiroumftance, uhcnce were derived 
all the fubicquent tyranny and dilbrdersin Scotland, 
was the execution of the la!ws for Ihe ellablillnnent 
,of cpifeopady ; a mode of govetnment, to which a, 
great part of the nation had entertained an imfur- 
iiiountablc aa erfion. The rights of patrojis had for 
j'ome years.-'been abolifiied ; and the power of elect¬ 
ing mruoiiers had been veiled in the kirk-feflion, a.nd 
Jay-eldcrs. it was now enacted, that all incumbents, 
who -had been admitted upon this title, 'Ihould 
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receive a prefentation from the patron, and fiiould c ii a i*. 
be inilituted anew by the bifliop, under the penalty 
ol’ dci)rivation. The more rigid preibyterians con- 
certed mcafures among themlelves, Aid refufed 
obedience : They imagined that their number Would 
proiccl them. Three hundred and fifty parifhes, 
above a third of the kingdom, were at once declared 
vacant. The wefiern counties chiefly were obfli- 
nate in this particular. New ifiiuiflcrs were fought 
, for all over the kingdom ; and no one was fo igno- 
rant or vicious as to be rejefted. The people, wiio 
loved extremely and relpctlcd their former teachers; 
men remarkable for the feverity of their manners, 
and their fcrvpr in preaching ; were inflamed againlt 
thefc intruders, who had obtained rlicir livings under 
fuch invidious circumllances, aiul wlio took 11*1 
care, by the regularity of fheir manners, to Iblien 
the prejudices entertained againfl; them, iv.en moll 
of thofe who retained their livings by compliance, 
fell under the imputation of hypoerifv, liiher by 
their fhewing a dilgu(l to the new model r)f cccle- 
fiaftlcal government, which they had acknow¬ 
ledged ; or, on the other hand, by declaring that 
their former abhorrence tb preihylcry and the cove¬ 
nant had been the refult of violence and neccfllty. 

And as Middleton and the new minillry indulged 
theinfclves in great riot and difordcr, to which the 
nation had been little accuftomed, an opinion uni- 
verfally prevailed, that any form of rclicjion, oflcred 
ty fuch hands,* muit be profane and impious. 

The people, notwithftanding their difeontents, 
were refolved to give no handle againfl <hem, by 
the leaft fymptom pf mutiny or fediti'.Mi; But this 
fubmiflive difpontion, inftcad of procuring a miti- • 
gation of the rigours, was made ufe of* a:^,an argu¬ 
ment for continuing tjie fame meaflircs, which, by 
their vigour, it was pretended, hud‘proi.],uced ib 
prompf an obedience. ' The king, • however, was 
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c II A P. difgudcd with the violence of Middleton ; and he 
LMV. jn^de Rothes commiflioner in his place. 'I'his 
i66ii. nobleman was already prefident of the council; and* 
foon after was made lord keeper and treafurer. 
Lauderdale ftill continued fecretary of Rate, and 
commonly refided at London. 

Affairs remained in a peaceable Rate, till the 
fcverc law was made in England againR conventi¬ 
cles The Scotthh parliament imitated that vio¬ 
lence, by pafling a like aft. A kind of high com- 
iniilion court was appointed by the privy-counciJ, 
for executing this rigorous law, and for the direc¬ 
tion of ccclefiaRical affairs. But even this court, 
■illegal as it might be deemed, was much preferable 
to tlic method next adopted. Military force was let 
„lool'c by the council. Wherever the people had 
generally forlaken their churches, the guards werc=: 
.quartered throughout the country. Sir James Tur¬ 
ner commanded them, a man whofe natural fero¬ 
city of'temper was often inflamed-by the ufe of 
Rrong liquors. He went about, and received from 
the clergy HRs of thofe who abfented themfelves 
from church, or were fuppofed to frequent con¬ 
venticles. Without any proof or legal conviftion, 
he demanded a fine from them, and quartered fol- 
diers on the fuppofed delinquents, till he received 
payment. As an infurreftion was dreaded during 
the Dutch war, new forces were levied, and in- 
truRcd to the command of Dalziel and Drummond ; 
two officers, who had ferved the ’king during the 
civil wars, and had afterwards engaged in the fer- 
4 'ice of R-uffia, where they had increafed the native 
cruelty of their difpofition. A/uil career was given 
to their tyranny by the Scottifli miniRry. Repre- 
fentatiops were made to thd king againR thefe enor¬ 
mities. lie feemed touched with the Rate of the 
country; and befides giving orders, that the eccle- 
iiaRical commiRion Ihould be difeontinued, he fig- 
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nincd his opinion, that another way of proceeding chap. 
was necclfary for his fervice , 

This lenity of the king’4 came too late to remedy ^,53'^ 
the diforders. The people, inijamed with bigotry,, 
and irritated by ill nfage, rofe in arms. I'hey were 
initigate’d by Giilhry, Semple, and other preachers. 

'i'liey furprifed Turner in Dumfries, and refoived 
to have put him to death; but finding, tliat his 
orilers, which fell into their hands, were more vio- 
. lent than his execution of them, they fpared his life- 
At I-anerIc, alter many prayers, they renewed the 
covenant, and publifhed their manifelto; in which 
they profelfed all fubmiffioi to the king: 'fhey 
defired only the re-eftablilbment of preibytery and 
of their former mlnillers. As many gentlemen of 
their party had been confined on fufpicion ; Wai‘ 
lace and 1 .earmont, tvyo officers, who had ferved, 
but in no high rank, were entrufted by J:he populace 
with the command. Their forctf never ^exceeded 
two thoufand* men; and though the country in 
general bore them favour, men’s fpirits w'ere fo lub- 
dued, that the rebels could e.\-pecb no farther accef- 
fion of numbers. Dalziel took the field to oppofe 
their progrefs. Their number was now diminifhed 
to 800 j and thefe, having advanced near Edin¬ 
burgh, attempted to find their way back into the 
weft by Pentland Hills. They were attacked by 
the king’s forces ^ Finding that tkey could not 
ejeape, they flopped their march. 'liicir clergy 
endeavoured to infufe* courage into them. After 
finging Jome pfa^ms, the rebels turned on the 
enemy ; and being affifted by the advanttf^e of the 
ground, they received the fiift *char|ge very refo- 
lut^ly. But that was §11 the adion : Janmediately 
they fell into diforder, and .fled for tbwr lives. 

About forty were killed on the fpol,*- aijd a hundred 
and chi|j^ty taken prifoners. The reft, favoured by 

^ Burnet, p, aij. * aSth No,vember i666. 
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c HA P. the night, and by the wcaiinefs, and even by the 
pity of the king’s troops, ntade their efcape. 

THji oppreflions ^vhich thefe people had fuffered, , 
the dclufions under vvhieh they laboured, and their 
inoffenfive behaviour during the infuiTecfion, made 
them the objedls of compaflion. Yet v.-ere the 
king’s minillers, particularly Sharpe, refolve^ to 
take feverc vengeance. 'J'en vi'ere hanged on 
one gibbet at E linburgh: Thirty-five before their 
own doors in dillerent places. Thefe criniinalb 
might all have faved their lives, if they would have 
renounced the covenant. The exccuti.ius were 
going on, when the king put a flop to them. He 
faid, th-:t blood enough Iiad already been died, and 
he wrote a letter to the privy-council, in which he 
^ordered that Inch of the priibners as fliould fnnply 
proinifc to obey the laws for the future, fliould be 
let at liberty, and tliat tile incorrigible fliould lie 
fent to the 'plantations % 'i'his letter *• as brought 
by Burnet, arrhbilhop of Glalgow ;, bui not being 
immediately delivered to the council by Sharpe, the 
prefident'', one Maeeail, had in the interval been 
put to the tortuiv, 'under v.iiich he cn piled. Tie 
feemed to die in an eeftafy of joy. “• Tartwel fun, 
^ moon, and liars ; larewcl worl 1 and time; liire- 
wel and frail body: Weieouic ciernily, 

welcome angc);: and faints, welcome Sa\iour of 
the world,‘aiul welcome God, the juilg - of all!” 
Such wciSi his lail words; and thefe animated* 
fpeeches he uttered with nn accevit and manner, 
which llrucli all the byeflandeis with aitonifiimeut. 

' The Jettlemcnt of Ireland, n/ter the rdloration, ‘ 
was a work of g<rcatt:r difliculty than that of Eng¬ 
land, or eVcii of’Scotland. llJ^ot only the poiver, 
during the former yfurpatidns, had there been vtlled 
in the king’s ;uncm'ics: The whole property, in a 
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manner, of t-he kingdom had a^fo been clianged ; CHAP, 
and it became neceflary to redrefs, but with as little ^xiv^ 
violence as poflible, many grievous hardihips and *”766^ 
iniquities, which were thbre complained of. 

The Irlfli ciitholics had in 164S concluded a 
treaty v'lth Ormond, the king’s lieutenant, in 
which they had ftipulated pardon for their pall rebel¬ 
lion, and had engaged under certain conditions to 
allill the royal caufe: nd thofigh the violence of 
.the priells and the bigotry of the people had pre- 
• vented, in a great mcafure, the execution of this 
treaty ; yet were there many, who having Urielly, 
at the haisard of their lives, ^dhered to it, feemed 
on that account well entitled to reap the friths of 
their loyalty. Cromwel, having without dillinclion 
expelled all the native Irifli from the three pr.>*- 
vinccs of Munller, Lcinller, and Ulltev, had can- 
fmed them to Connaught and the countj of Clare ; 
and among thofe who had thus been forfeited, were 
many whole innocence was altogether unqueftion- 
able. Several proteftants likewife, and Ormond 
among the reft, had all aloijg ojjpofed the Irifit 
rebellion j yet having afterwards embraced the 
king’s caufe againft the parliament, they were all ol‘ 
them attainted by Cromwel. And there were man^ 
officers who had, from the commencement of tlie 
infurredion, ferved in Ireland, and who, becaufe 
they would not defert the king,- had been rclufed all 
Their arrears by the Englilh commonw'caltTi. 

To all thef'e uhhappy fulferers foine juftice feemed 
^tobe due/. But th^ ciitficulty was to find the means 
of redrefling fuch great and extenfive iifiquitics* 

Almoft all the valuable parts of Irela^xl had been 
mearfured out and divided, either to the j^ijvcnturers, 
who* had lent money to tlie parjiament for, the fup- 
prelfion of the Irifli rebellion, or to the foldiers, 
who had received land in lieu of their a/reans'. 

Thefe could not be dirpoflelTed, becaiufe they were 
the n?if/ft poiverfuland onlt armed pjrt of Ireland;* 

bccau.'e 
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c H A p, becaufc it was requlfite to favour them, in order to 
^ fupport the proteftant and Englifh intereft in that 

1668. kingdom j and becaufe they had generally, with a, 
feeming zeal and alacrity, concurred in the king’s 
reftoration. The king, therefore, iffucd a procla¬ 
mation ; in which he promifed to maintain their 
fettlemenl, and at the fame time engaged to'give 
redrefs to the innocent fufi'erers. There was a 
quantity of land as» yet undivided in Ireland; and 
from this and fome other funds, it was thought 
poflible for the king to fulfil both thefe engage-', 
ments. 

A COURT OF CLAIMS was eroded, confifling 
altogether of Englifh^'commiflioncrs, who had no 
connexion with any of the parties, 'into which Ire¬ 
land was divided. Before thefe were laid four thou- 
fand claims of perfons craving rellitution on account 
of their innocence; and' the commiflioners had 
found leifiire tp examine only fix hundred. It 
already 'appeared, that, if all thefe were to be 
reftored, the funds, whence the adventurers and fol- 
diers mail get rcprifals, would fall fiiort of giving 
them any tolerable fa'tisfadion. A great alarm and 
anxiety feized all ranks ofmen : The hopes and fears 
cf every party were excited : Thefe eagerly graf}>ed 
at recovering their paternal inheritance; Thofe were 
refolute to maintain their new acquifitions. 

Thf duke of Ohnond was created lord-lieu¬ 
tenant ; bfting the only perfon, whofe prudence and 
equity could compofe fuch jarring interefts. A pai*- 
liament was aflembled at Dublin; and as the lower 
houfe was almoft entirely chofen *by the foldiers and ' 
adventurers, who* flill kept poffeflion, it was ex¬ 
tremely favotirable to that intereft. The houf(?, of 
peers fhyswed greater impartiality. 

An ml'urrediion was projedled, together with a 
furprifal ofthe caftle of Dublin, by fome of the 
difbanded foldiers ; but this defign was happily de¬ 
feated by the vigilance of Ormond. Some rf the 
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criminals were punilhed. Blood, the mofl: defpe- chap. 
rateof them, efcaped into England. * LXiv. 

But affairs could not long remain in the confufion 
'and uncertainty into which they had fallen. All par¬ 
ties feemed willing to abate fomewhat of their pre- 
tenhons, jn order to attain Ibme (lability ; and 
Ormbnd interpoled his authority for that purpole. 

The foldiers and adventurers agreed to rellnquifh a 
third of their poffeflions; and as they had purchafed 
their lands at very low prices they had rcafon to 
fhink thcmfelves favoured by this compofition. All 
thofe, who had been attainted on account of their 
adhering to the king, were reflored ; and fome of 
the innocent Irilli. It was a ftard fituation, that a 


man was obliged to prove himfeif innocent in order 
to recover pollcflion of the effate which he and his 
ancefiors had ever enjoyed : .But the hardfliip was*^ 
augmented, by the diflicidt conditions annexed to 
(his proof. If the perfon had ever lived in the 
quarters of the rebels, he was not admitted to plead 
his innocence and he was, for that reafon alone. 


fuppoftd to have been a rebel. The heinous guilt 
of the Irifli nation made men the more readily over¬ 
look any iniquity, which might fall on individuals j 
and it was confidered, that, though it be always, 
the intereft of all good government to prevent in- 
juflice, it is not always poflible to remedy it, after 
it has had a lontr courfe, and has been attended 
with great fucceffes. • 

Vreuand began to attain a (late of fome cora- 
pofure when it was difturbed by a violent a£l, paffed 
by the Englifli parfiament, which prol)ibit,ed the* 
importation of Irifli cattle into Engand Ormond 
remonftrated ftrongl/ againfl: this law.* He faid, 
that the prefent trade, carried on betweeh*England 
and Ireland, was extremely to the advanta^e’of the 
former kingdom,- whicH received only proviflions. 


or 
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CHAP, or rude materials, in return for every fpecies of 
LXiv. nianufadturc; Thar if the cattle of Ireland were 
' prohibited, the inhabitants of that ifland had no 

other commodity, by which they could pay Eng¬ 
land fur tlieir importations, and mufl; have recourie 
to other nations fur a fupply: 'That the irwludrious 
mliabitants of Itngland, if deprived of Irilh pfovi- 
fiuns, which m^de living cheap, would be obliged 
to augment the pride of labour, and thereby render 
their manulaclures too dear to be exported to 
ioreign maikcts: That the indolent inhabitants ul’ 


Ireland, finding ]>rovifions fall almofl to nothing, 
would never be induced to labour, but would per¬ 
petuate to all generations their native lloih and Inir- 
bari'ni; That by cutting ofl alrnblt entirely the 
<rade between the kingdoms, all the natural bands 
of union were didblve'd, and nothing remained to 


keep the Irii'Ii in tiieir dut^ blif force and violence: 
And that, by ricducing that kingdom to extreme 
poverty" it would be even renderv,"tl incapable of 
maintaining that military power, by which, during 
its well-grounded difeontents, it malt necelfarily be 
retained in fubjcction. 

The king was fo much convinced of the juftnefs 
"“of thefe rcafons, that he ufed all his intereft to 


4 


oppofe the bill, and he openly declared, that he 
could not give his afl'ent to it vith a fafe confcience. 
But the conimons were refolute in their purpofe. 
Some of'thc rents of England had fallen of late 
yearsiy which had been aforibed entirely to the im¬ 
portation of Irilh cattle: Several intrigues had con¬ 
tributed to infiame that prejudice, particularly thole 
of Buckingham'and Alhlcy, who were defirous of 
giving Qrpiond 'iifturbance in his governrpent 
And th^ fpirit of tyranny,* of which nations are as 
fufceptible as ."individuals," had extremely animated 
the F.nglifli to exert their fuperiority over their 
dependent Rate. No affair could be tonducled ' 
" Tit^ith greater violence than this was by the ‘cd»iimons. 

. •' They 
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They even went fo hu" in the prranilile cri.be bill ar> c 
to declare the inipotf’Oon cf iriih cattle to be a 
^tiuifancc. By this they gave Icope to 

their paflion, and at the fane lime barred the ki’ig’s 
prerogative, by whicit he migiit thinh hlmillf en- 
iltied to difpeiiiie with a law lb lidi of irijultice and 
{'<a'l policy. The lords expunged the v/nrJ ; but as 
tile king was fcnfible that no lu[^piy would be given 
by the commons, unlels they were gnuihed in their 
lU'ejudiees, he was obliged both P') cmjdoy his in- 
terefi with the peers tor ur. the bill pals, and to 
give the royal aflcut to i'. lie could not, how¬ 
ever forbear exprelTing ills dilpleafure at the jea- 
ioid’y cntertaini»J. againd him, ar.tl at the intention 
which the commons clifcovcred of retrenching his 
prerogative. , 

Ihis law brought gi;cafe diftrefs for fome time 
upon the Irifli; but it has occahoned thar aoplying* 
with greater indullryto manuf'rtnres*, and ha^ proved 
in tile illue beneficial to that kingdom. 
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CHAP. LXV. 


A parliament The Cabal ■ ■ ■ Their chambers 

- - Their counfels - Alliance with France —— 

A parliament - Coventry aR - Blood's crimes 

. -Duke declares bimfelf Catholic——^Exchequer 

(hut - Declaration of indulgence^ - Attack of the 

Smyrna fleet - IV'^r declared with Holland - 

Weaknefs of the States - Bottle .,of Solcbay— 

Sandwich killed - Progrefs of the French — — - 

•* Conjiernation of the Dutch - Prince of Orange 

Stadtholder - Majjacre of the Dc IVits - — - 

Good conduct of the Prince - A parliament— 

Declaration of indulgence recalled - Sea-JIght 

- Another Sea-Jighi - Another fca~fight— 

Congrefs of Cologne—A parliament - Peace 

with Holland. 


OIN C E the refloration, England Iiad attained a 
fituation which had never been experienced in 
any former period of her government, and which 
feemed the only one that could fully enfure, at 
once, her tranquillity and her liberty: The king 
was in continual waitt of fhpply from the parlia¬ 
ment j and he feemed willing to accommo'late him- 
felf to that dependent fituation. Infiead of reviving 
thofe claims* of plqrogative, fo fireuuoufly infilled 
on by his prf.dcceflbrs, Charles had llricliy confined 
himfelf within the limits of law, and had courted, 
by every art of popularity, the all'edions of his 
liibjccls. Even tlie feverities, hhw'ever blaineable, 
wliich he had exercifed againfl; non-conformifts, 
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are to be confiderefl as expedients by which he ftrove ( 
TO ingratiate himfelf with that party which predo- 
%minated in parliament. But notwithflanding thefe 
promifing sppearanccs, there were many circum- 
ilances which kept the government from reding 
fteacliiy on that bottom on which it was placed. 
The crown having lod ulmoft all its ancient de- 
mefnes, relied entirely on vnluufary grants of the 
people; and the commons, notTully accullomed to 
jrhis new fituation, were not yet difpol'ed to funply 
•with fufficienc liberality the necctfities of the crown. 
They imitated too flritlly the example of their pfe- 
decelTors in a rigid frugality o^ public money ; and 
neither fufficicnjtly coniidered the indigent condition 
of their prince, nor the general date of ICurope j 
wliere every nation, by its increafe both of magni*-* 
licence and force, had made great additions to all 
public expellees. Some confiderablc fiiois, indeed, 
were bellowed on Charles; and the* patriots of that 
age, tenacious of-ancient maxims, loudly upbraided 
the commons with prodigality ; But if we may judge 
by the example of a later perio^, when the govern¬ 
ment has become mqre regular, and the harmony 
of its parts has been more happily adjufted, the 
parliaments of this reign feem rather to have meriteef 
a contrary reproach. 

The natural confequence of the poverty of the 
crown was, belides feeble irregular tranf^dtions in 
foreign affairs, a continual uncertainty in its do- 
mdftic adminiftrStion. No one could anfwer with 
any tolerable affurjnee for the meafftres of the, 
boufe of comtnons. Few of the membefs were 
attached to the court, by any othei' bar^ than that 
of inclination. Royalilts indeed in their princi¬ 
ples,'but unexperienced*ill bufmefs, they.fey ex- 
pofed to every ruhiour or infinuation ; ,and were 
, driven .by momentary gulls or currents, ivo lefs 
than the populace themfelves. Even’the attempts 

* Cl g a • ^ . ma(3e 
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C Ti A P. made to gain an afcendant over them by offices,' 
Lxv. jg believed, by bribes and penfions, 

were apt to operate in a manner contrary to what ^ 
was intended by the minifters. The novelty of 
the praclice conveyed a general, and indeed a juft 
alarm ; while, at the fame time, the poverty of the 
crown rendered this influence very limited and pre¬ 


carious. 

Ti IE charafter of Charles was ill fitted to remedy 
thofe defeds in the conftitiition. He acled in the 
adminiftration of public affiurs as if government ', 
were a paftime, rather than a ferious occupation ; 
and by the uncertainty of his condud, he lolt that 
authority which coukF alone beftow conftancy on 
the lludiiating refolutions of the paf'liament. His 
fxpenccs too, which fomctlines perhaps exceeded 
the proper bounds, were- direded more by inclina¬ 
tion than by policy j and while they increafed his 
dependence on the parliament, they were not cal-, 
culated fnlly to futisfy either the iiiterefted or difin- 
tercfkd part oi' that aflfembly. 

ithorre- '■pjTjj parliament met, after a long adjournment; 
and the king premifed hiinfelf every thing from 
the attachment of the commons. All his late 
meafurcs. had been calculated to acquire the good- 
wall of his people; and, above all, the triple 
league, it was hoped, would be able to eflacc all 
the difagreeaWc impreffions left by the unhappy 
conclufion of the Dutch war. But a new attempt 
made by the court, and a .laudable one too, loft 
him, for a time, the efted of all thefe endea¬ 
vours. ^Buclkingham, who wa^ in great favour 
with the kmg, iind carried on many intrigues 
among the commons, had alfo 'endeavoured to Sup¬ 
port conntfjdoiis with the • non-conformifts; vmd 
he' now* Torm^ a fcheme, in ’ concert with the 
lord keeper," fir Orlando Bridgeman, and the chief 
juftice/ flr h^atthew Hale, two worthy patriots. 
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to put an end to thofe feverities under which thefe chap. 
^rcligionifts had fo long laboured. It was pro- 
pofed to reconcile the prefbyteriaus by a compre- leca. ' 
henfion, and to grant a toleration to the independ¬ 
ents and jother feclaries. Favour leems not, by this 
fcheme, as by others embraced during the prefent 
reign, to have been intended the catholics: Yet 
were the zealous commons fo difgufted, that they 
could not be prevailed on even to give the king 
•thanks for the triple league, however laudable that 
meafurc was then, and has ever fince been eflecmed. 

They immediately voted an addrefs for a procla¬ 
mation againd conventicles. 'I'heir requell was com¬ 
plied with; but as the king fllll droppe-d fome 
hints of his defire to reconcile his proteftant fub* 
jects, the commons pafled a wery unufualvotc, that 
no man ihould bring into the houfe any bill of 
that nature. The king in vain r-iiterated his fo- 
licitations for fupply j reprefentcil the necbflity of 
equipping a fleet; and even offered, that the 
money v^hich they fliould grant (hould be col- 
lefted and iifued for that purpofc by commillioners 
appointed by the houfe. • inftead of complying, 
the commons voted an enquiry into all the inifcar- 
riages during the late war; the flackening of fail 
after the duke’s vidory from falfe orders delivered 
by Brounkcr, the mifearriage at Bergerf, the divifioia 
of the fleet under prince Rupert and Albemarle, 
the* di{grace at Ghatham. Brounker was expelled 
the houtc, and ordered to be impeached. Com- 
miflioner Pet, who^ had neglcdcd orders ilRicd for* 
the fecurity of Chatham, met with the .fame fate. 

'1 nci'e impeachments were never profeciited. The 
houfe*at lengdi, having bfeeu indulged in pli their 
prejudices, were prevailed with’ to vlJte the king 
three hundred and- ten thoufand pounds, by ap im- 
*poriiioii cfri wine and other liquors j»after which 
they wstC adjourned. • , ’ ‘ 

Gg^ ’ Punnic 
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Public bufinefi;, bcfides being retarded by the 
dlfguft of the coiiinions againft the tolerating 
maxims of the court, met with obllrudions this ^ 
fellion from a quarrel between the two houfcs. 
Skinner, a vicii merchant in London, having fuffered 
foine injuries from the Eaft India coin])iny, .laid 
the matter by petition before the houle of lords, by 
whom he was relieved in colts and damages to the 
amount of five thoufand pounds I'he commons 
voted, that tiie Lm'ls, in taking cognizance of this • 
affair, originally, without any appeal from inferior ' 
courts, had aded in a manner not agreeable to the 
laws of the land, and /ending to deprive the fubjed 
of the right, eafe, and benefit due to him by thelb 
laws; and iliat Skinner, in profecu ting the fuit after 
this manner, had infringed the privileges of the 
commons: For which offence thev ordered him to 
be taken inni cufloJy. Some conferences cnlued 
between the houfes; wliere the lords were tenacious 
ol their right of judicature, and muntained that 
the method in whicii they had exercifed it was quite 
regular. The commpns rofe into a great ferment; 
and went fo far as to vote, that “ whoever fhould 
“ be aiding or ailifling iii' putting in execution the 
**' oriler or fentence of the houfe of lords, in the 
“ cafe of Skinner againft the Eaft-India company ; 
“ fhould be deemed a betrayer of the rights and li- 
** berties of the commons of England, and an in- 
fringer of the privileges of the houfes of corn- 
“ mons.’* They rightly judged, that it would not 
be eafy, after this vote, to find anyone who would 
venture to incur their indignation. The proceed¬ 
ings indeed-pf rhfejords feem .in this cafe to have 
been unufuaj, and without precedent. 

The ..li.ing’s neceffities obliged him again to 
afftinble the parliament, whp fhowed fome difpn- 
fition tp relieve him. The price, however, which 
he muft pay for this indulgence, was his yielding 
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to new laws againft conventicles. His complaifance chap. 
^n this particular contributed more to gain the com- 
mons, than all the pompous pretences of fupport- 
ing the triple alliance, that popular meafure by 
whicJi heTexpefted to make fuch advantage. The 
quarrel between the two houfcs was revived ; and 
as the commons had voted only four hundred thou- 
fand pounds, with which the king was not fatisfied, 

Jie thought proper, before they had carried their 
•vote into a law, to prorogue them. The only bu- nth of 
finefs linilhed this fhort feflion, was the receiving 
of the report of the committee appointed for exa- * 
mining the public accounts. On the firft infpec- 
tion of this report, there appears a great Ann, no 
lefs than a million and a half, unaccounted for 
and the natural inference *s, that the king had 
much abufed the trull repofed in him, by parlia¬ 
ment. But a more accurate infpeftion of ^particu¬ 
lars ierves, in a great meafure, to remove this im¬ 
putation. The king indeed went fo far as to tell 
the parliament from the throne„“ That he had fully 
“ informed himfclf of that matter, and did affirm, 

“ that no part of thofe monies which they had 
“ given him had been diverted to other ufes, but, 

“ on the contrary, befides all thofe fupplies, a very 
great fum had been raifed out of his ftanding re- 
“ venue and credit, and a very great ^debt con- 
** tracled ; and all for the war.” I’hough anificial 
pretences have often been employed by kings in 
their fpeeclies to parliament, and by norfe more thaq 
Charles, it is fomewhat difficult to fufpedl Him of«a 
direfl lie and falfehcvod. He mgll ha^fc had fome 
reafons, and perhaps not ^unplaufible oncis, for this 
affirmation, of uhioh alf his hgarers, as they had 
the accounts lying before them, were that time 
, competent judges 


iSec note [N]* at the cn(>of the volume. 
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TriU method \vliich all parliaments had hitherto 
followed, was to vote a particular fum for the fiipply, 
without any diftinclion, or any appropriation to par¬ 
ticular fcrviccs. So long as the demands of the 
crown were linall and cautal, no great inconveniences 
arofe from this pradice. But as all the moafures of 
government were now changed, it mud be con- 
fefled, that, if the king made a juft application of 
public money, this inaccurate method of proceed¬ 
ing, by ex]->ofing him to fufpicion, w'as prejudicial 
to him. li he were inclined to ad otherwlfc, it was . 
equally hurtful to the people. For tlieie reafons, a 
contrary pratiice, during all the late reigns, has cem- 
ftantlvbeen followed bv the commons. 

AViiENtiie parliament met after the prorogation, 
they eniercti anew upon the bufjnefs of j'uj)ply, and 
granted the king an adJiiional duty, during eight 
years, of twelve pounds on each tun of Spaniflr wine 
imported, eight o,!r each ton of French. A law alfo 
pafied empenvering him to fell_ the fqc-fann rents ; 
the laft remains of the demefnes, by which the an¬ 
cient kings of England had been I'upported. By this 
expedient, he obtained foine I'upply for his prefent. 
neceftities, but left the crown, if pollible, Hill more 
dependent than before. IIow much money miglit 
be railed by thefe fales, is uncertain ; but it could 
not be near one million eight hundred thoufand 
pounds, the fum alligncd by fome writers 

'FiTr. ad 'againft conventicles pafl'ed, and received 
the royal aiieiit. It bears tho appearance of mitigat¬ 
ing the form.er perfeeuting laws j but, ii we may judge 
by >hc fptf'ii, v/hidt had btoken oin almoft every fei- ' 
lion this pardan’.ejjl, it was not intended as any 

Javour to the hon-couforinifts. Experience proba,b1y* 
had taught, hhat laws o\ef-rigid and fevere could 

not be executed; By this ud the hearer in a con- 

^ . 

^ Mr. C'li U'j in hi •. ^>r.y\ critHHi of the Anfiver to tlie r,;'cfi:V:ncicr, 
p. 9,, hiyS, tli.'il thcl'.iL' the Ecc-t.trm rents would t\ot ) icld-fibow 
c- tw irdnUictl Lhouiaiid pounUh, ;:iiC hij rtalbn^ appcMr 
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venticle (that is, in a tlilTcntini; aflcmbly, where chap, 
moie than five were prefent befides the family) was 
. fined five fhillings for the firft offence, ten for the ,4^3, 
'“'fecond j the preacher twenty pounds for the firft 
offence, forty for the fecond. Ihe perfon in whofe 
houfe th« conventicle met, was amerced a like fum 
witS the preacher One claufe is remarkable ; that, 
if any difpute Ihould arife with regard to the inter¬ 
pretation of any part of the a£lj the judges Ihould 
always explain the doubt in the fenfe lead favour- 
.*a])lc to conventicles, it being the intention of par¬ 
liament entirely to fupprels them. Such was the 
zeal of the commons, that they violated the plaineft 
and nioft cffabliflied maxims^of civil policy, which 
require, that in all criminal profecutions, favour 
ihould always be given to the prifoner. 

I'liL affair of Skinner ftiH remained a ground of 


quarrel between the twef houfes; but the king pre¬ 
vailed w'ith the peers to accept of t|je ex'pedient pfo- 
pofed by the egmmons, that a general razure ffiould 
be made of all the tranfaclions with regard to that 


difputed queftion. 

Some attempts were made by the king to a 
union between England and Scotland; though they 
were too feeble to remove all the difficulties whiolt 
obftrufltd that ufeful and important undertaking. 
Commiflioners were appointed to meet, in order to 
regulate the conditions : But the defign, chiefly by 
the intrigues of Lauderdale, foon aficf • came to 


nbthing. 

The kmg, about this time, began frequently to 
•attend the debates'of the houfe of peers. .He laid, 
that they amufed him, and that I>c foujid them no 
lefs.entertaining than a play. But deeper defigns 
werfe fufpected. As hc-leemcd to intefcjl himfelf 
extremely in the caufc of lord'Rocsj who had ob¬ 
tained a divorce from Iris wife on the Peculation of 
adultery^ and applied to parliamoit tor leave to 
marry .^igain j people imagiowd, that Charles .in-. 

■ 8 tended 
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CHAP, tended to make a precedent of the cafe, and that 
fome other pretence would be found for getting rid ^ 
1670. of the queen. Many propofals to this purpoi'e, it is 
faid, were made him by Buckingham : But the king, 
how little Icrupulous foever in feme rcfpeils, y as 
incapable of any adion harlh or barbarous; and he 
always rejeded eytry fcbc?me of this nature. A 
fufpicion, however, 01 fuch intentions, it was ob- 
ferved, had, at this time, bcgoiien a coldnefs be¬ 
tween the tv/o royal brothers. 

We now come to a period, when the king’s 
counfels, which had hitherto, in the main, been 
good, though negligcA't and fluduating, became, 
during fome time, remarkably bad, or even crimi¬ 
nal ; and breeding incurable jealoufics in all men, 
w^re followed by fuch oonfequenccs as had almolt 
terminated in the ruin both of prince and people. 
Happily, the* fame negligence ftill attended him; 
and, as it,had leflened the influence of the good, it 
alfo diminiflied the eftect of the bad meafures which 
he embraced. 

It was remarked, that the committee of council, 
e.n;abliflicd for foreign aftaks, was entirely changed; 
ar\d that prince Rupert, the duke of Ormond, fe- 
cretary Trevor, and lord ’ keeper Bridgemaft, men 
in whofe honour the nation had great confidence, 
were never called to any deliberations. The whole 
fecret was intrufted to five perfons, Clifford, Alhley, 
Buckingham, Arlington, and Lauderdale. Thefd 
TlitCabal. men were known by the appellation of the Cabal, a 
word whijh the initial letters of Vheir names hai> 
pen'ed to compofe., Never was there a more dan- 
. gerous miniftry in England, nor one more noted for 
pernicious cofinfels. ‘. 

Thcirdia- LoRD A’lhley,. foon'after known by the name of 
ravki.. earl of Shaftefbury, was one of the moll remarkable 
charadets of the age, and the chief fpring of all the 
fucegeding movements. During his early youth, he 
had engaged in the late king’s party j but being dif- 

gulted 
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^uflcd with fome meafures of prince Maurice, he c h A P. 
loon defcrted to the parliament. He infinuated 
'khiinfelf into the confidence of Cromwel; and as he 
had great influence with the prelbyterians, he was 
ferviceable in fupporting, with his party, the autho- 
rity'of tliat ufurper. He employed the fame credit 
in promoting the reftoration ; and on that account 
both deferved and acquired favour with the king. 

In all 1 lis changes, he Hill maintained the charafter 

• of never betraying thofe friends whom he deferted ; 

’ and whichever party he joined, his great capacity 

and fingular talents foon gained him their confi- 
cltnicc, and enabled him tc^ take the lead among 
them. No Itation could fatisfy his ambition, no 
latigues were infuperable to his induftry. Well 
arqiiainti'd with the blind attachment of fadion, lie 
lurmounted all fenfe of IJiame : And relying on the 
fubtilty of his contrivances, he was not*ltartled with 
enterpriies the niofl hazardous and moll criminal. 

His talents, iToth of public fpeaking and private 
infimiaiion, fiione out in an eminent degree; and 
ainidit all his furious pallinns^ he poflcifed a found 
judgment of bufinefs, i^nd Hill more of men. 

'i'hough fitted by nature for beginning and pulhing 
the greatell undertakings,’he was never able to Cf>n- 
duct any to a happy period; and his eminent abi¬ 
lities, by reafon of his infatiable defires, were 
equally dangerous to himfelf, to the priiice, and to 
tlje people. 

The duke of Buckingham pofleflTed all the ad- 
, vantages,, which a'graceful perfon, a bigh^rank, 4 
fplendid fortune, and a lively wit qould beHow; b*ut 
by his wild conduft, nmreHrained* eithe»*l)y prudence 
or grinciplf, lie found paeans‘to rendet* himfelf in. 
the end odious and even infignificajit. 'fhe leaH 
imerclt could niake him abandon hfs h®nour ; the 

• fmalldl pleafure could feduce him from his ifttereHj 
the moH frivolous caprice was fufScient to counter-v 

5 balance 
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C n A P. balance his pleauire. By llis want of fecrccy and 
conftancy, he clcitroycd his charafter in pu])lic lift; 

1670.. by his contempt of oi\kr and occonomy, he dill!-' 
pated his private fortune ; by riot and dthauchcry, 
he ruined his health; and he remained at laft: as in- 

^ • f 

capable of doing hurt, as he had ever been little 
delirous of doing good, to mankind. 

Tnii earl, foon after created duke of Lauderdale, 
was not defective in natural, and flill lei's in ac¬ 
quired talents ; but neither was his addrefs grace¬ 
ful, nor his undcrllanding jufl. His principles, or 
more properly fpcaking his prejudices, were obfli- 
nate, but unable to reltrain his ambition : His am¬ 
bition was hill Icfs dangerous than the tyranny and 
violence of his temper. An implacable enemy, 
be-; a lukewarm friend infoleiit to his inferiors, 
but abject to his fuperiors j though in his whole 
character and deportment he was almoft diametri¬ 
cally opperfite to t*he king, he had the fortune, be¬ 
yond any other ininiller, to luaintaii'i, during the 
greater part of his reign, an afcc-iidant over him. 

The talents of parhamentary eloquence and in¬ 
trigue had railed' fir Thon:^as Cliftord ; and his dar¬ 
ing impetuous fpirif gave him weight in the king’s 
councils. Of the whole cabal, Arlington was the 
Icail dangerous, either by his vices or his talents. 
His judgment v^'as found, though his capacity Was 
but moderate ; and hi^ intentions were good, though 
he wanted courage and integrity to perfevere in 
them. Together with Temple and Bridgeman, he 
had been a grfcat promoter of the K~iple league; but 
he threw hirnfclf, with equal alacrity, into oppofite 
meafures, wli'cpi hei .found them agreeable to his 
mailer. CiilToid and' he w;ere fccretly catholics; 
tihaftelbui'y, though .addifted to aftrology, was 
reckoned a cjeilb: Buckingliam hncl too little ro- 

princijdes: Liu'dcr- 
.1 ancl^ furious prelby- 
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cIaIc bad long been a bi;;;otc 



tcrlan; and the opinions of that, foci ftill kept pof- 
feffion of his mind, how little foever they appeared 
in his conduft. 

The dark counfcls of the cabal, though from 
the firft they gave anxiety to all men of reilcdion, 
were not thoroughly known but by the event. Such 
feem to have been the views which they, in con¬ 
currence with fome catholic courtiers, who had the 
ear of their fovereign, fuggellefl to the king and 
the duke, and which thele princes too grtj^ily ein- 
.Tbraccd. They faid, that the parliaments^ though 
the fpirit of party, for the prclbht, attached ihc.:\ 
to the crown, were flill meye attached to thofe 
powers and privileges which their predecefTors had 
ufurped from the fovereign; That after the hrft 
flow of kindnefs was fpent, tiiey had dilcovered 
evident fymptoms ot difcont<*nt; and would be fure 
to turn againft the king all tlie aulhority.which they 
yet retained, and hill more thofe j)»ctcnfions winch 
it was eafy for them in a moment to revive : That 
they not only Jtept thp king in dependence by means 
of his precarious revenue, but had never difeovered 
a fuitable generofity, even in thofe temporary fup- 
plics v.'liich they granted Ifim: That it was high 
time for the prince to roiile himfelf from his le¬ 
thargy, and to recover that authority which his pre- 
dccellbrs, during fo many ages, had peaceably en¬ 
joyed : That the great error or tnisfortu^ie of liis 
father was the not having formed any clofe con- 
nc:S:ion with foreign princes, who, on the breaking 
out of the rebellion, might have found their intcreii 
hi fupportihg him : That the prefent alliances, be*- 
ing entered into witlj fo many v^ake^^otentates, 
who thcmfelvcs flood in need of the kind’s protec¬ 
tion, 'could never fct;ve to'maintain, much hks aug¬ 
ment, the royal authority: That the Blench mo¬ 
narch alone, fo generous a prince, and by blood fo 
nearly gllfed to the king, would be forfiad both able 
and willing, if gratified in Iris ambition, to defan*d 
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c H A P. the common caufe of kings againft ufnrplng fubjefts: 

That a war, undertaken againft Holland by the 
1670. united force of two fuch mighty potentates, would ^ 
prove an eafy enterprifc, and would ferve all the 
pufpofes which were aimed at: That, under pretence 
of that war, it would not be difficult to levy a npli- 
tary force, without which, during the prevalence of 
republican principles among his fubjeds, the king 
would vainly expeft to defend his prerogative: That 
his naval power might be maintained, partly by the 
fupplies, \ijiich, on other pretences, would prcvionfly 
be obtained from parliament; partly by fubfidics 
fibm France j partly by, captures, which might eafily 
be made on that opulent republic : That, in fuch a 
fituation, attempts to recover the loft authority of 
thfi crown would be attended with fuccefs j iior 
would any malcontents dare to rcfift a prince furti- 
fiM by fo powerful an allian'cc; or if they did, they 
would only drawt more certain ruin on themfelves 
and on their caufe: And that, by.fubduing the 
States, a great ftep would be matle towards a reforma¬ 
tion of the government j fince it was apparent, that 
that republic, by Its fame and grandeur, foriifted, in 
his fadious fubjeds, their' attachment to what they 
vainly termed their civil and religious liberties. 

Thesk fuggeftions happened fatally to concur with 
all the inclinations and prejudices of the king; his 
defire of more'extenfive authority, his piopenfity to 
the catholic religion, his avidity for money. He 
feems likewife, from the very beginniiig 01 his reigil, 
to have entertained great jealoufy of his own fubjeds, 
ati^, on that account, a defire of fortifying himfelf by 
an intimate alliance with France. So early as 1664, 
he had offered the French monarch to allow lum, 
without pppofition, to cohijuer Flanders, pfovitlcd 
that prince would engage to furnifn him with ten 
thoufand infantry, and a fuit'able number of cavalry, 
in cafeiof any rebellion in England h As fto .dan- 

" ^ p Eflrades, axil July 1667. •• 
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gerous fymjftoras at that time appeared, we are left to C h a p. 

conjecture, from this incident, what opinion Charles 

had conceived of the factious difpofition of his people. ^6^ 

^ Even during the time when the triple alliance was 
the moft zealoufly cultivated, the king never feems 
to have been entirely cordial in thofc falutary mea- 
fures, bui' (till to have caft a longing eye towards the 
French alliance. Clifford, who had much of his 
confidence, faid imprudently, “ Notwithftanding all 
“ this joy, we mult have a fecond war with Hol- 
land.” The acceflion of the emperor to that al¬ 
liance had been refufed by England on frivolous 
pretences. And many unfriendly cavils were raifed 
againll the States with regard to Surinam and the 
conduct ot the Eaft-India company®. But about 
April 1669, the llrongdl fymptoms appeared of 
thofe fatal meafurcs which were afterwards mor 5 
openly purfiicd. ^ . 

De Wi'i', at that time, came to Temple, and told 
him, that he paid him a \ifii as a friSnd, not.asami- 
iiiltcr. The occafibn was, to acquaint him with a 
converfation which he ItaJ lately l^d with Piiffen- 
dorf the Swo'b’lli agent, who had palled by the Hague 
in the way from Paris to his own country. The 
French miinfccrs, Puffendorf faid, had taken much, 
pains to perfuade hiui, that*the Swedes would very 
ill find their account in thofe .meafures which they 
had lately embraced: That Spain would fail them 
in all her promifes of fubfidies ; nor would Holland 
alone be able to fujjport them : That England would 
certaiply fail them, and iVad already adopted counfeU 
direftly oppofitc to thofe which by the triple league, 
file had bound herfelf to purfue: And that th 4 
refolution was not the.lefs fixed and cert^n, becaufc 
the fecret was as yet cojpmunfcated to* very few, 
either m the French or Englilh court., WhrtiPuf¬ 
fendorf feemed incredulous, Turenne fliowed him a 
Jetter fron^ Colbert dc Croffy, the French minifter at 
• See note [01 at the end of the volume. • 

• • • Ldndonj 
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London ; in which, after mentionin;:; the fuccefs ot 
his negotiations, and the favourable difpofition of the 
chief minifters there, he added, “ And I have at lalt, 
“ mada them fcnfible of the full extent of his ma- 
“ jelly’s bounty *'.** From this incident it appears, 
that the infamous practice of felling thcnifelven to 
foreign princes, a practice which, notwithllanding 
the malignity of the vulgar, is certainly rare among 
men in high ollice, had not been feruphd by Ch.ni Ics’s 
minifters, who even obtained their muftcr's cojii'ent 
to this diflronourable corruption. 

But while all men • ft penetration, l oth abroad avd 
at home, were alarmed with thefe incidents, the vifit 
which the king received from his fifter, tlic tiutchels 
of Orleans, was the foundation of ftill ftrom'xr fuf- 
picions. Lewis, knowing the adilrei’s and itifinua- 
tion of that amiable princefs, and the great inlhtence 
which llie had gained over her brotiier, had eitgaged 
her to employ all her good ofticcs, in order to de¬ 
tach Charles from the triple league, which, lie hmew^, 
had fixed fuch unfurmoimtabic barriers to his ambi¬ 
tion ; and he no"^ lenr her to pul the laft hand to the 
plan of their conjund operation.'. 'J bat lie might 
the better cover this negotiation, he pretended to 
vifit his frontiers, particularly the great works winch 
he had undertaken at Dunkirk ; and he carried the 
queen and the whole court along with him. While 
he remained on the oppofite fhorc, the dutchefs cf 
Orleans went over to England ; and Charles met her 
at Dover, where they palled ten days together in, 
great mirth Jind feftivity. By h'?r artifices and cs- 
relTes, flVe prevailed on Charles to relinquini the moft 
fettled raaxijQis of honour and policy, and to finifli 
his engagements with Lewis for the deftrudion of 
Holland; as well as for the fubfeqiicnt change of 
religion in England. 

But Lewis well knew Charles’s charader, and the 
tifual fluduablbn of his councils. In order to fix him 

■■ >> TejnpIe,"vol, ii. p. 179. 
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In the French interefts, he refolved to bind him by CHAP, 
the ties of pleafure, the only ones which with him LXV. ^ 
^were irrefiftible; and he made him a prefent of a ,670, 
French niiftrefs, by whofe means he hoped, for the 
future, to govern him. The dutchefs of Orleans 
brought‘with her a young lady of the name of 
Qucroiiaille, whom the Idng carried to London, 
and foon after created dutchefs of Portfmouth. He 


was extremely attached toherduVing the whole courfe 
, of his life; and Ihe proved a great means of fup« 
• porting his connexions with her native country. 

The fatisfaclion which Charles reaped from his 
new alliance, received a gre^t check by the death 
of his filler, <ind ftill more by thofe melancholy 
circuinllances which attended it. Her death was 



I'udden, after a few days illnefs ; and Hie was feizod 
with the malady upon drinking a glafs of fuccory 
water. Strong fufpicions* of poifon arofc.in the court 
of France, and were fpread all over Eurc^e; and 
as her hulband had difeovered many fymptoms of 
jealoufy and difeontgnt on account of her condufl. 


he was univerfally believed to ^bc the author of the 
crime. Charles hiinfelf, during fome time, was 
entirely convinced of his guilt; but upon receiving 
the attellation of phyficiaps, who, on opening her 
body, found nd foundation for the general rumour, 
he was, or pretended to be, fatisfied. The duke of 
Orleans indeed did never, in any other circumllance 
of his life, betray fuch difpofitions as miglrt lead him 
to fo criminal ah action j and a lady, it is faid, drank 
the remains of th? fame glafs, without Reeling any 
inconvenience. The fudden death of princefi is com¬ 


monly accompanied jvith thefe di/ftral furmifes; and 
therefore lefs weight is in this cafe to be hud on the 
fufpicions of the public. , , • 

Charles, inilead of,breaking With France upon 
this incident, took advantage of it to feAd over 
Buckingham, under pretence of condofihg with the 
duke of Orleans,* but in realitv to amcert fartKer * 
VoL. VII. H h * . meafures 
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, rt-celved greater caruileii. The more delLriRlivc 
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^ • 

prcfcnt laeafiires were to the intereds of England, 
t!ie more iiar; r.d was it for Lewis to load with civi-' 
litics, and even witli favours, thofe wdiom he could 
engage to. prontote them. 

Tin; journey .-d- Buckingham augmented the 
furpidons in Holland, which every circumllancc 
tended llill farther tc conlirm. Lewis made a lud- 
(xn irruption into Lorraine ; and though he milled 
fd/:ing the duke himfelf, v.lio had no furmlfc of 
the danger, and who narrowly efcaped, he was loon 
able, without rehllancc, to make himfelf malter of 
the whole country, 't he Erencli monarch was fo 
jar unliappy, tliat, though the molt‘tempting op- 
porcunities offered themfelvcs, he had not com¬ 
monly fo much as the pretence of equity and julticc 
ro cover his ambitious mcafures. T his acquihtioii 
of Lorraine' ought to have excited the jealoufy of 
the contracting powers in the triple league as much 
as an iavalhn.i of Flanders icfclf j yet did Charles 
turn a deaf ear to all remoniiraiiccs made him upon 
tlurf lubh^^l. 

J 

Birr V.Lat tended dy to open the eyes of dc 
\Yiv ir.vl the !.h:U'.-g ’-.i;;! regard to the meafures 
<■>1 Liiglant), v.:;s i'..- luduen recall of fir William 
'I'empie. T'his miniii'i-r had il; lirmly eftablifheci 
ill-' charauer (.1 ii'rii(;.'r and iiitcg’ity, that he was 
hch'evevl incapable i ^eo of obeying Ids mailer’s com- 
I’lai.d;:, in promt.ting ineafm'cs which he cfteemell 
j'e'ndcioi;s loj.dscour.iry; :md fo long as he remained 
in^emplriyment, cle Yfit thoughChinifelf allured of 
the nueiitv o,r ihujland. Charle.s was fo fciifible-of 
t.b’S p.epoHefKi n, rhiit he mJered Temple to leave 
lii.s famii c ih' tl’.e l!a<’,iie, aTi i pretended, that that 
miniiLcr Vtoulej ininicciiaiely rtiurn after having 
cc.nferrcd wlih the kint" about feme bufirtcfs, where 
his negotiation, had met witii tfuiLniclions. i)e. Wit 
made the, Dutch refident .tuforiu the luiglifh, court, 

* tliat 
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rxprefs tlccl.irari(5’i t.f a change of ineafiires in Kng- 
Mand; and fhoidd even know what interpretation to 
put upon any delay of his return. 

WFiiip- the’.e n'eatinf^were fccretly in agitation, oftob.24. 
the r.arliauitnt nu t, according to adjournment. The a i>.iriia- 
king made a fhort i})ecch, and left the buhnefs to be 
enlarged upon by the keeper. .Th.at miniflcr much 
inhlled on the king’s great w.aiit of fupply ; the 
* mighty incTcaf<:; ol the naval pe.'.ver ot ITanfc, now 
triple to whar it was before t!ie hA war with Ilol- 
iatKl the decay c-i Ih n nav the ncceility 

of lifting out mxt year a l^lec-.t 'of fifty fail ; the 
obligations which the king lay under by fcvcral 
treaties to exert himiUl ibr the common good of 
Cihriliendom. Aoiou'; otlitr tPLalies, he iiieiuioned 
the triple aliiahre, and ilip delenf vc league with the 
States. • 

Thic artifice fuccceded. 'rhe lioufe of dommons, 
entirely fatisfie-l with the king’s meafures, voted him 
confderaljle rupplies. A land l.r'f r a year was 
impofeJ of a nnlling a pounds two fhiliingi a pound 
Oil two thirds of the fal.iries of oilier s; iifteen Ihil- 
ling.'i on every huudred poiinds of !).iakers’ money 
andllock; an additional* CXCj fe u;):‘n beer for fix 
years, and certain impofitioirs upon law ])rocceuings 
for nine years, 'rhe parliament had never before 
been in a more liberal humour; and rtcver liirely 
¥.’as it lels merited byjihc couafels of tiie king and 
of his miuiilcrs\ , • 

. TI€E 


*.This yenr, onthejd of Jan 'ary,<r«Kl Goorjrc^onk.duke o.'Al- 
at Nowhall in EllcXjIfftfV a iaivaiiriunj; JtlTiers, and \n live 
lixty-tliird yt^ar of his;i^e. Ht; Icil a ^cat cltatcoi a yt.ar 

in land,and 6p3eool. in money, acquired by Ujchoutity ot the kinp:, 
andincreafed'^y his own iruSality iii his later year?. Bdhup Bunn t, 
who, agipeaSly to hi-? own fa<$tious fpirit, treats this illuftiious per'- 
fonngc with great malignity, reproaches him wifli avarice j But as he 
appears^HH to have been iuthe taiiucd w.th rapacity, hi& 4 rijg*il • 
vondudmay more candidly be imputed^othc habits acquired in early 
while he was polRflcd of a very uarrow^tOitunc. It is indeed a 

JI h a • • fingulaw 
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CHAP. The commons pafled another bill, for laying a 
* tobacco, Scotch fait, glafles, and feme other 

,^7^. commodities. Againft this bill the merchants of ^ 
London appeared by petition before the houfe of 
lords The lords entered into their reafons, and 
began to mtike amendments on the bill fedt up'by 
the commons. This attempt was highly refented 
by the lower houfe, as an encroachment on the 
right, which they pfetended to pofTefs alone, of 
granting money to the crown. Many remonftranccs , 
palled between the two houfes ; and by their alter- 

siii Anri the king was obliged to prorogue the par- 

• ‘ ’ liament; and he thereby loft the money which was 

intended him. This is the laft time that the peers 
have revived any pretenfions of that nature. Ever 
finte, the priyilege of the commons, in all other 
places, except in the houfe of peers, has pafled for 
uncontroverted. 

There was a private affair, w'hich, during thi.s 
feffion, dilgufted the houfe of commons; and required 
feme pains to accommodate it. . The ufual method 
of thofe who oppofed.the court in the money bills 
was, if thev failed in the main vote, as to the extent 
of the fupply, to levy the money upon fuch funds 
as'they expefted would be.unacceptable, or would 

• 

finpular proof of the ftrange power of Mion, that nny malignity 
ihouTcl purluc the memoryof n nobWmftn, the tenor ol whole liic wag 
ib unexceptionable, and who. by reftoring the ancient and legal and 
free government to three kingdoms, plunged in the molt deftruttiv^^ 
atiarchy, may fafely be faid to betlieiubjei^t in theil^iflniids, who.fincc 
the beginning of lime, rendeied ihe molt durable and moft cflTential 
fervicee to his natrve country. The means alfft, by which he atchiev- , 
cd hi^rgrjjat undertakings, were almtjfl entirely iincAceplionable. Hi» 
temporary diirimuUtion„being abfolutely ncccflary, could fcarcely 
be bhimeabk. Jlc'ljad receWed no trull Irofa that mongrel, pretend, 
ed, ufurping parlijunent om he dethroned; therefore could bctiray 
none: He even relufed to carry his dhTimulation fo far as totaWe'the 
Orith of abjuVa^ion againft tWt king. 1 confeis, however, that the 
Rev. Dr. Douglas ha?^ fliown me, from the Clarendon papers, an ori¬ 
ginal letter ot hi^ to fir Arthur Hazzlerig, containing very carneft, 
and certaldiy falfe proteftatioT>s, of his zeal for a commonwealth. 

It is to he lamented^ that fo worthy a man, and of fuch plain man- 
' nsrs, ■Ihould ,cver have found it naceffary to tarry his dilfiiwlation 
to fuch a bright. Uh family ended with hit fQn. 
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prove .deficient. It was propofcd to lay an impofi- r ii A r. 
rion upon playhoufes : The courtiers objected, that 
'■the players were the king’s fervants, and a part of 
his pleafure. Sir John Coventry, a gentleman of 
the couijtry party, afked, “ whether the king’s 
“ pleafure lay among the mde or the female 
“ players i”* This firokc of fatire was aimed at 
Charles, who, befidcs his miftre/Tes of higher quality, 
entertained at that time two adlrelfcs, Davis and 
' Nell Gwin. - The king received not the raillery 
with the good humour which might have been 
expeded. It was faid, that this being the firll time 
that refpeft to majefly had been publicly violated, it 
was neceffary,' by fome fevere chaftifement, to make 
Coventry an example to all who might incline fo 
tread in his footi'tcps. Sands, Obrian, and I’otne 
other officers of the guasds, were ordered to way-l.iy 
him, and to fet a mark upon him. lie defended 
himfelf with bravery, atul aiter wounding feveral of 
the affailants, was difarmed with fome difficulty. 

They cut his nofe to the bone, in order, as they 
faid, to teach him what refpeft he owed to the 
king. The commons were inflamed' by this in¬ 
dignity offered to one of their members, on account 
of words fpoken in the h6ufe. They pafl'ed a law, Coventry 
which made it capital to maim any perfon j and 
they enaded, that thofe criminals, who had affaulted 
Coventry, ffiould be incapable of receiving a pardon 
fiK)m the crown. 

There was another private affair traijfaded about 
• this time; by which the king was as much.ejcpolpd 
to the imputation of a capricious.lenity,, as he was 
here blamed for unrfeceflary feyetity. HBlood, a dif- 
banSed officer of the prmedor's, had bedn engaged 
in the confpiracy fdr raifing an*infurredion in Ire¬ 
land : and on account ftf this crime lie himfelf had 
been atttinted, and forae*of his accomplices capitally 
puniflicd. The daring v^lain meditated^ revenge 
ppqn Qrinond, the lord lieuteA«nt. Having by ar- emucs. 

Hh3, * fiace. 
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CHAP, tifice drawn off the duke’s footmen, he attacked his 
LXV. coach in the night-time, as it drove along St. James’s- 


1671. 


ftrect in London; and he made himfelt maflcr of his«^' 
perfon. He might hero have fmifhed the crime, 
had he not meditated refinements in his vengeance : 
lie was rcfolved to hang the duke at Tyburn; 'And 
for tl'.al jnirpofe .bound him, and mounted liim on 
horloback bchihtl one of iiis comjtanions. 'I'hey 
wore advanced a good way into the holds ; when the 
duke, making efforts for his liberty, threw Iiimfelf • 
to rl.'O ground, a.ul brought down with him the 
j.ffaffn to whom he was fahened. They were 
ftruggling together inP the mire, W'hen Ormond's 
fcrv.ints, whom the alarm had reached, came and 
javevl him. Blood and his coiupanions, tiring their 
jhfiuls ill a Imny at the^duke, rode off, and laved 
lliemiehes by means of ilngdarknefs. 

BucitiNCHA.M was at hvfl, with fomc appearances 
of reafonjliirpedetl to bo the author or this attempt. 
His prc'lliga'c character, and his enmity agaiuft Or¬ 
mond, exjiofed liim to tliar imputation. Offory foon 
after came to court; ftiul feeing Buckinghsm Hand 
by the kin;;, his colour ro.’t;, and he could not forbear 
expreffing himfelf to liiis purpofe : “ My lord, I 
“ know well that youarcac the bottom of this late 
attempt upon my father: But I give you warn- 
ing ; if by any means become to a violent end, 
“ I fhall n«t be at a Infs to know the author: I ftralf 
“ confider you as the aifafhn; I fli;ill treat you an 
fiich ; and wherever I meet you, I fhall piflol 
you, though you Hood behind*- the king’s chair ; 
‘and I "tell it you in his majeffy’s prefence, that 
“ you may lure 1 : fhall not fail of performance 
If there wa:>‘here any indecorum, it was eafily‘*ex- 
cufed in tigener.ous youth, when his father’s life was 
t-xpofed to dan;^er. 

! Carte's Omondj vol. ii. 1 * 5 . 
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A ijTTLH after, Blood formed a del\^n of carrying cHAP- 
■oft'the crown and regalia from the Tower; a defign l-XV''. 
'■•to which he was prompted, as well by the furprifing '—7'““^ 
boldncfs of the eiitcrprifc, as by tbc views of profit. * 

He ^ was,near fuccceding. He had bound mul 
wounded Edwards, the keeper df the je -vel-office, 
and had gotten out of the Tower \vith his prey; l)uL 
was overtaken and I’eized, with fome of his all'o- 
ciates. One of them was known to have been co*n- 
’ cerned in the attempt upon Ormond; and Blood 
was imniediatelv concluded to be the rintr-lcader. 

^ O 

"Wlicn (pieilioned,he frankly avowed the cnierpiife; 
but refufed to tell his accomplices. “ The fear of 
“ death,"’ lie faid,“ Ihould never engage him, ci- 
“ iher to deny a guilt, or betray a friend.” i^Ii 
thefe cxtrafuditiary tircnmftances made him the 
general fubiect of converfation; and the king was 
inovcil, by an idle curinfity, to fe^ atiu fpeak witli 
a pcri'on i’o lifted for his c mrage and Ins crimes. 

Blood might now eileem himfelf fecure of pardon 5 
and he \\ anted notVddrcfs to improve the opportu¬ 
nity. lie told Charles, lhat’he had beten engaged, 
with others, in a defign kill him uiih a carabine 
above Batterfea, where his inajeily often vent €0 
bathe: That the caufe of this reJblurion was the 
foverity exercifed ever the ccJnfcienccs of the godly, 
in reftraiuing the liberty of their religious affem- 
blies : That when he ha,d taken his ftaiie^among the 
i^eds, full of t+icfe bloody refoiutions, lie found his 
heart checked with an awe of inajeily; ^nd he not 
• only relented himlclf, bet tiiverted his aftociates from 
their purpofe: That he luid loTif^ago brought him- 
felf^ to%n entire indill'ercnce.-,about Kfe, which he 
now gave for lull; vet c'flukl he.not forbear warning 
the king of the danger which’mighj attend his exe¬ 
cution : That his alfdc iaft_s had bourTd themfclvcs 
by iheltrideit oaths toTevenge the death of any of 
the cojjfederacy :• And that no precaution or power • 
could fecure any one from the elj.c<!ts of their def* 
perate refoiutions. * . 

II h 4 . Whethe£^> 
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Whether thefe confiderations excited fear or 
admiration in the king, they confirmed his re- 
folution of granting a pardon to Blood; but he^ 
thought it a point of decency firfl to obtain the 
duke of Ormond’s confent. Arlington ,came to 
Ormond in the king’s name, and defired that' he 
would not profecute Blood, for reafons which 
he was commanded to give him. The duke re- 
piied, that his majelty’s commands were ihe only 
reafon that could be given ; and being fufficient, ' 
he might therefore fpare the reft. Charles car¬ 
ried his kindnefs to Blood- Hill farther: He 
granted him an eftatd of five hundred pounds a- 
year in Ireland; he encouraged his attendance 
about his perfon; he fhowed him great counte¬ 
nance, and many appljed to him for promoting 
their pretenfions at court.- And while old Edwards, 
who had bravely ventured his life, and had been 
wounded,, in^deldnding the crown and regalia, was 
forgotten and negleftcd, this man, ‘who deferved 
only to be flared at, and detefted as a monfter, 
became a kind of favauritc. 

Errors of this nature;,in private life have often 
as bad an influence as mifearriages, in which the 
public is more immediately concerned. Another 
incident happened this year, which infufed a general 
difpleafure, and hill greater apprehenfions, into all 
men. Thf dutchefs of York died; and in her lafl 
ficknefs, fhc made open pr9feflion .of the Romifk 
religion, and finifhed her life in that communion. 
This put an end to that thin difguife which the duke 
had hithCTto worn ; and he now openly declared his 
converfion to, the church of Rome. Unaccountable 
terrors of .popery, ever fince the acceflion of •the 
houfe of Stuart,.had prevailed thretughout the nation; 
but thefe had formerly been found fo groundlefs, 
and had been employed to To many bad pLrpofes, 
that fiirmifes of this nature were likely to meet with 
thelefs ertdit among ^11 men of fenfe; and nothing but 
the duke’s imprudent bjgotry could haye convinced 
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the whole nation of his change of religion. Popery, C H a P. 
which had hitherto been only a hideous fpcftre, was 
"now become a real ground of terror ; being openly 
and zealoufly embraced by the heir to the crown, a 
prince cvf induftry and enterprife; while the king 
hirnfelf was not entirely free from like fufpicions. 

It is probable, that the new alliance with France 
infpired the duke with the courage to make open 
profcflion of his Teligion, and rendered him more 
carclcfs of the affeftions and efteem of the Englilh. 

'I’his alliance became every day more apparent. 

Temple was declared to be no longer ambaffador to 
the Stares; and Downing’ whom the Dutch re¬ 
garded as theinveterate enemy of their republic, was 
lent over in his (lead. A- ground of quarrel was 
fought by means of a yacht, difpatched for lady 
Temple. The captain failed through the Dutch 
fleet, which lay on their ow^ coalls j* and he had 
orders to make them ftrike, to fire on thesn, and to 
perfevere till they Ihould return his fire. The Dutch 
admiral. Van Gheilt, furprifed at this bravado, came 
on board the yacht, and expreffed his willingnefs to 
pay refpe^l to the Britilh flag, according to former 
praftice ; But that a fleet, on their own coafts, Ihopld 
flrike to a Angle velfel, find that not a (hip of war, 
was, he faid, fuefi an innovation, that he durft not, 
without exprefs orders, agree to it.-^ The captain, 
fhinking it dangerous, as well as abfu»d, to renew 
•firing in the midfi: of the Dutch fleet, continued his 
courfe; and, for that negled of orders, was com¬ 
mitted to the T<twer. , . 

This incident, however, furiyflied Downing Vith 
a new article to iftcreafe th^fi; vain •pretences, on 
wluch it was purpofedrto ground the Intended rup¬ 
ture. The Englilh court delayed fev 5 ral months 
before they complained; left, if they had demanded 
fatisfa^ibn more early, the Dutch .might have had 
time ^to grant it. Even when Downing deliyered«* 

|iis memorial, he was bound hifi inftru^ons not 

. ’ • t0 
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CHAP, to accept of any fatisfacllon after a certain number 
of days ; a very imperious manner of negodatinf^, 
and impratlicablc in Holland, where the iorms of 
the republic render delays abfolutcly uu:ivoich.ble. 
An anfvver, however, though refufetl by Downing, 
was fent over to Ixuidon ; with an ambanador ex¬ 


traordinary, who had order.s toufe every expedient 
that might give fatislacdou to the court of j'.nglaud- 
That court replied, that the anfwer of the Il dland- 
ers was ambiguous and oblcurc; but they would not 
fpccify the articles or exprcflions which were liable 
to that ohieflion. The Dutch ambvflador delired 
the Englifli miniflry td draw the anfwcr, in what 
terms they plealed, and he engaged tbiignit. 'I'lie 
Engliflr miniltry replied, that it was not their bufi-. 
lie hi to draw papers for the Dutch, d’lie inubafl’a- 
dor brought them the draught of an article, and alk- 
ed them whether’ it wcj:e fatisfadlory : d’he Englifh 
anfwercd that, when he had figned :ind delivered it, 
they would tell him their mind concerning it. The 
Dutchman refolved to fign it at a venture; and on 
his demanding a new“audience, an hour was ap¬ 
pointed for that purpofe : Fut when he attended, the 
Englifh refufed to enter upon bufmefs, and told him, 
that the feafon for negotiating was now pafl; 

1672. Long and frequent prorogations were made of 
the parliament lell the houfes fhould declare them- 
felves with vigour againft counfels, fo oppofite to 
the inclination as well as in‘^erefts of the public,* 
Could we fuppofe that Charles, in his alliance againft 
Hplland, really meant the good of hi.s people, that 
ineafuie rnuft pafs for an extraordinary, nay, a ro¬ 
mantic ftrain'rf patiiytifin, which could lead him, 
in fpite of aM’difTiculties, an(i-cven in fpiteof them- 


^ Engl -no’s Appeal, p. 2a. This on the lath of November, 
died, in hi| retreat, and in the 6ulh year of his age, ThotUas lord 
Fa Vfax, who perfornied many gre.n aE'liorid, vvit*»oiU being a rvcmo- 
rabie perfonagc,and allowed himfcl to be can led into many ty iminal 
ci^terpVifcb, with the and tpolhiprigiit intentions. His'dnughlcr 
and heir was married to peofgc ViHicri;, dnke of liuckingham. 

• ' t • fcives. 
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felves, to feek the welfare of the nation. But every chap. 
flcp. which he took in this affair, became a proof, LXV. 
Jo all men of penetration, that the prefent war was 
intended againit the religion and liberties of his own 
fuhjeds, even more than againll the Dutch them- 
felvtfs. fie now acted in every thing, as if he were 
already an abl'oliite monarch, and was never more to 
lie iinder the control of national affemblies. 


t 


'i'lii; long prorogations of* parliament, if they 
freed the king from the importunate remonftrances 
of that affembly, were, however, attended with this 
inconvenience, that no money could be procured to 
carry on the military preparations againll Holland. 
Under pretence of maintaining the triple league, 
which at that very time he had firmly refoived to 
break, Charles had obtained a large fupply from the 
commons; but this money w’as fofm exhaufted by 
debts and expcnces. trance had llipylatcd to pay 
two hundred thoufanupounds a-ytvir during the war; 
but that fupply was inconfiderable, compared to the 
immenfe charge of4.he Englilh navy. It feemed^s 
yet premature to venture on levying money, without 
confent of parliament; fince the power of taxing 
thcmfelves was the privifege, of which the Englilh 
were, with reafon, particularly jeahjus. Some other 
rcfource mult be fallen on. .The king had declared, 
that the Itaffof treafurer was ready lor any one that 
could find an expedient for lupplyin^ the prefent 
jieceffities. Shaftelbury dropped a hint to Clifford, 
w'hich the latter immediately feized, aiid carried to 


the king, who granted him the promiibd reward, to¬ 
gether with a peerage. This expedient* was "tlie 
Ihuttiiig up of the lixchequer, and retaining of 
allfthe payments whicl^lhouM be matk,unto it. 

It had been uAial for the hankers to ^avry their id j.m, 
money to the Exchequer, and to «dv^nce it upon 
fecuriiy of the funds, by which they were afterwards 
teiiAburfed, when the money was* levied on the 
• * • - • public.' 
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C n A p. public. The bankers, by this traffic, got eight, 
Lxv. foinetimes ten, per'cent, for-fums which either had 
been configned to them without interefl, or whiclv 
they had borrowed at fix per cent.: Promts, which 
they dearly paid for by this egregious breach of pub¬ 
lic faith. The meafure was lb fuddenly taken, that 
none had warning of the danger. A general confu- 
fion prevailed in the city, followed by the ruin of 
nainy. '1 he bankets hopped payment ; the mer¬ 
chants could anf\yer no bills; diftruft took place « 
every where, with a flagnatiun of commerce, by 
w'hich the public was univerfally alfccted. And 
men, lull rd’ difmal appt ehenfiuns, alked each other, 
what mull l:.c the fcope of thole myftecious counfels, 
vvlience (he parliament and all men of hynour W'ere 
excluded. am] which commenced by the forfeiture of 
public credit, and an open violation of the molt fo- 
Icmn engagements, both foreign and dome (lie. 
r>i*ci3r;i. Anothlr nKafurc of the court contains fome- 


• 4 

iiuT a'c " thing laudable, when conlidered in icl'clf; but if we 
. * relied on the motive whence it proceeded, as well 
as the time when it was embraced, it wall furnilli a 
llrong proof of the arbitrary and dangerous coun- 
fcls purl’ued at prefent by tlie king and his miniftry. 
Charles refolved to make u.le of his fupreme power 
in cccIcfiaRical matters; a power, he faid, which 
was not only inherent in him, but which had been 
>Iji ch Ij. recognized by /everal ads of parliarnent. By virtue 
* of this authority, he iflued a proclamation ; fufpend-, 
ing the penal lawsenaded agaihft all nbn-conformifts 
or rccufants’vhatfoever ; and granting to the pro- 
tefcant dilfentcrs the public exercife of their religion, 
to the catholics thd exercife of it in private houfes. 
A fruitlefs e^perimentof thi^ kind, tppofed by ttie 
parliament,, and retiaded by the king, h«td already 
been made a few years after jhe relloration; but 
Charles f;xpe&;ed, that the p^rliamenit, whenever it 
Ihould meet, would npw be taiped to greater fuh- 

, nilffion;^ 
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miflion, and would no longer dare to control his C ll A p. 
meafures. Meanwhile, the diflenters, the moft in- ' 
■.:£ierate enemies of the court, were mollified by thefe 
indulgent maxims : And the catholics, under their 
fhelter, enjoyed more liberty than the laws had hi¬ 
therto allowed them. 

At the fame time, the a£t of navigation was fuf- 
pended by royal will and pleafure: A mcafure, 
which, though a ftretch of prerogative, feemed ufe- 
•fiil to commerce, while all the I'eamen were employ¬ 
ed on board the royal na\^. A like fufpenfion had 
been granted, during the firlf Dutch war, and was 
not much remarked ; because men had, at that 
time, entcitaincd lefs jealoufy of the crown. A 
proclamation was alfo ifi'ued, containing rigorous 
claufes in favour of ju'cfiing,: Another ‘full of me¬ 
naces againfl; rhofe who .prefumed to fpeak unduti- 
fully of his majefiy’s meal’ures, an'l even againft 
thofe who heard fuch dilcourl’e, unlCfs they ijtfornied 
in duo time agSinlt the offenders : Another againff 
importing or vending any fort of painted earthen 
ware, “ except thole of China, upon pain of being 
** grievoufly fitted, andfuU’ering the utmoll punifli- 
“ ment, which might be lawfully intlicled upon con- 
“ temners of his majefi:y*'s royal authority.” An 
army had been levied ; and it was found, that dif- 
cipline could not be enforced without ehe excrcife of 
martial law, which was therefore eftablilhod by order 
of council, tho\iah contrary to the petition of right. 

All thefe afts of power j how little important foever 
,in themfelves, favoured ftrongly of arbitrary^overnt 
ment, and were no-wife fuitable to that legal adnti- 
niffration, which the paaliamenP, after*ruch violent 
convulfions and civil wai;#, had hoped K>have ella- 
blilhcd in the kingdom. .* , • * 

It may be worth remarking, that fhe lord-keeper 
refufe’d »o aifix the great feal to the declaratibn for 
iufpehding the peijal laws ; and was lor that reafon,^ 
though under other pretences;, removed from hi* 

. * office. 
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C IIA P. Shafielljurv’.vas maae chancellor in his place; 

LX' . an<.l thus another nuMiber of the Cabal received the 

reward of his connfels. r 

Attjirk'of I'ORiiiGN trania^Iioiis kept pace with thefe do. 

the Smyr- int;(tic orcuiTeuccs. An attempt, before the dccla- 

' ration of war, was made on the Dntcll Smyrna 

fleet by fir Robert Holmes. This fleet confifled of 

feventy lail, valued at a million and a half; and the 

hopes of I'eizir.g fo‘'rich a prey had been a great 

motive for engaging Charles in the prefent war, and > 

he had confidered that capture as a principal re- 

fource for fupporting his military enterprifes. 

Holmes with nine frigates and three yachts, had 

orders to go on this command ; and he palfcd 

Sprague in the cliannel, wlio ■w'as returning with a 

fenadron from a cruize in the Mediterranean. 

* % 

Sprague informed him of ^hc near approach of the 
Hollanders; and had not Holmes, from a defire 
of engrofling tht honour and profit of the entcr- 
prife, kept the fecret of his orders, the conjundion 
of thefe fqnadrons had rendered the fuccefs inlal- 
lible. When Holmes approached the Dutch, he 
put on an amicable appearance, and invited the ail- 
miral Van Nefs, who commandi d the convoy, to 
come on board of him : One of his captains gave a 
like infidious invitation to the rear-admiral. But 
thefe oflicers >vcie on their p;u-ard. Tliey had re¬ 
ceived an \ntimation of the hollile intentions of the 
Knglifli, and had already put all tlie fhips of wiT 
and mcrc-hant-mcn in an excellent pofture of de¬ 
fence. Thi'ee limes w^erc they valiantly aflailed by, 
tVj Engiifh; and as often did they valiantly defend 
themfelves. \ in the third attack one of the Dutch 
fliips of war W'as taken; ajad three or four of their 
moft incxonfiderablcVierchant-men fell into the ene- 

t 

mies hands^. *The reft, .fighting with fkill and 
courage, continued their courfe ; and, favoured by 
a mifi, got fafe into their owm hgrbours. This at¬ 
tempt is'denoBunat^d perfidious and piratical by the 

• . Dutch 
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CHARLES II. < 
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Dutch writers, and even by many of the Englifli. chap. 
It merits at leafl the appellation of irregular ; and, 
as it had been attended with bad fiicccl's, it brought 
double fliauie upon the contrivers. The Englifir 
miniftry endeavoured to apologize for theaflion, by 
prcttgidlnglhat it was a cafual rencounter, arifing from 
the obhlnacy of the Dutch, in reiufing the honours 
of the Hag : But the contrary was fo well known, 
that even .1 lohnes himfelf had jiot the afl'urance to 
perfifl: in thi.-; alfevcraiion. 

'I'lLLtliis incident the Slates, notwithflanding all 
the menaces and pnparatimis of the Englilh, never 
believed tiietti tin roughly in^arnell; and had al¬ 
ways exyeii’ccd tliac the ahair would terminate, either 
in fome tl-ma-uls ol monev, or in ibme ])roporaIs 
for I'ne advarcein.'.nr ( !' liic p:ince of Orange. The 
flench ;h, ndelves i)ad ntvt*r much recltoiied on af- 
li'danrc Iroiu England;* and fcarcoily could believe 
that their an.Si'ieus jiroieels evouhi, contrary to 
every maxim of iiononr and policy, be jorv/’M'de.i by 
that power which v\PjS moll intciclici!, and mo:} able 
To ojciajlc tiiein. But Charles' was too iar advanced 
to retreat. He immediately illlied a decl.traaiun of MniTJrr7. 
war agunll the Dutch ; had furciy reaions mo.rc 
f.ill'e aiid Irivolous never v^crc employed to juftily k withi 
flagrant violation of treaty. Some complaints arc 
there made of injuries done to the Ealt-lndia com¬ 
pany, which yet that company dilavowed: • The 
detention of fonie Englifli in Surinam is mentioned ; 
ilfough it appetfl's that thefc perfons had voluntarily 
remained there; The refuAtl of a I'lutrn licet, on 
•their own coalts, to llrike to an Englifli yacht, .is 
much aggravated : .And to piecft’up aH thel’e pre- 
tenfions, Ibnie abufive pichires»are mciti^pned. and 
repr&fentcd as a ground of q^uarrcl. Tjic Dutch 
were long at a lofs what to make of this article-; till 
it Was difeovered, that a portrait of CorncJitis de 
Wit, .brother to the penAonary, painitd by order of 
eertaia' «iagiftrateS of D»rt,^ and hung 'up, irf a' 

*• cltamber 
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^ chamber of the. town honfe, had given occafion to 

L' the complaint. In the perfpeftive of this portrait, 
the painter had drawn fome fhips on fire in a har¬ 
bour. This was conftrued to be Chatham, where. 


de Wit had really dillinguilhcd himfelf, and had 
acquired honour but little did he imagine, that, 
while the infult itfelf, committed in open war, had 
fo long been forgiven, the picture of it ftiould draw 
fuch fevere vengeance upon his country. The con- 
clufion of this manifefto, where the king ftill pro- 
felled his refolutionof adhering to the triple alliance, 
was of a piece with the reft of it. 

Lewis’s declaration of war contained more dignity, 
if undifguifed violence and injuftice cquld merit that 
appellation. He pretended only, that the behaviour 
of. the Ilollapdets had been fuch, that it did not 
confift with his glory ariy longer to bear it. That 
monarch’s preparations were in great forwardnefs; 
and his ambition was flattered with the moll pro- 
mifing views of fuccefs. Sweden was<letached from 
the triple league: The bilhop.of Munfter was en¬ 
gaged by the payment of fubfidies to take part with 
France: The elector of Cologne had entered into 
the fame alliance; and 'having configned Bonne 
afid other towns into the hands of Lewis, magazines 
were there ereded; and it was from that quarter 
that France purpofed to invade the United Pro¬ 
vinces. The ftanding force of that kingdom 
amounted to a hundred and eighty thoufand men ; 
and with more than half of this great army was the 
French king-now approaching tq the Dutch fron¬ 
tiers. The order, oeconomy, and induftry of Col- ' 
bert, equally fubn^rvient to the ambition of the 
prince, and Jiappineft of the people, furnilhed mn- 
exhaufted, treai'ures*;^ I'hele employed by the unre¬ 
lenting vigilande of Louvois^ fupplied every mili¬ 
tary preparation, and facilitated all the enterprifes of 
the army : CondiS Turenne, feconded by Luxem¬ 
bourg, Crequi, and the aioft rendwned generals of 
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the ap;e, coildudled * this army, and by their con- c HAP. 
dud and reputation infpirt’d courage into every 
oiK^. I'he monarch hiinlell', furrounded with a 
l;iravc nobility, animated his troops by the profped 
■of reward, or, what was more valued, by the hopes 
of his approbation, d'he fatigues of war gave no 
mtcituption to gaiety'; Its dangers furnifhed matter 
for glory : And in no enterprife did the genius of 
that gallimt and polite j)eo[)le ever break out with 
more dillmguilhed luftre. 

• d’i!ouc;ii de Wit’s intelligence in foreign courts 
was not equal to the vigilance of his domci'lic aJini- 
nitlvation, lie had, long licfore, received many fur- 
uui’es of this fatal confederacy’*, but he prepared not 
for defence, fo-earlv, or with fuch ir.duflry, as the 
tlanger required. A union of l''.ngian;i with France 
was evidently, he faw, deftrudive to the intcred.-. i’f 
the former kingdom; .i^nd theref )re, overlooking 
or ignorant of the humours and Vccr.?t views of 
Charles, he concluded it intpoflibft?, that inch per¬ 
nicious projc£l;!{ could ever reaily be carried iiiio 
execution. Secure m this fallacious rcafoning, he 
allowed the republic to remain .too long in that de- 
iencclefs fitualion, into -which mtmy concurring acci¬ 
dents had conipired to throw her. 

Bv a continued and fiicoefsful application to com- Weakr.cfd 
mcrce, the people were becor.ie imwarlike, and 
otmfided entirely for their deLncc in that mercenary 
army, which they maintained. After th(i treaty of 
\^eft:phalia, the^ Slates, trufb'ng to their peace with 
Spain, and their alliance with France, had broken a 
^reat part, of this army, .and did not fupport witl\ 
fufficient vigilance the difeipline Iff the troops whi(!lx 
remained. When tke ariftocratk par^y prevailed, 
it w^ thought* prudent jyo difltirfs many of the old 
experienced olEcersj who were devoteji to tlfe houfe 
of Orange; and, their ^jlace was fupplk:d'by'raw 
youths-, ihe fons or kinfmen of burgomafteis, by 

You Vir. ’ * whplh . 
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CHAP, wliofc intercft the party was fuj'jported. Thcfc ncT 
officers, relying on the credit of their frieiids and 
family, negletted their military duty; and fome oi 
them, it is faid, were even allowed to ferve by dfj^ 
puties, to whom they affigned a fmall part of i helr 
pay. During the wjir with England, all.tlie forces 
of that nation had been diffianded : Lewis’s invafion 
of Flanders, followed by the triple league, occalion- 
cd tlie diliniflitm ol\lho French regiments: And the 
place of thefe troops, which had ever had a chid 
ihare in the honour and fortune of all the wavs inf 


the Low Countries, had not been fupplied b}’ any 
new lodes. 

De Wit, fenfible of this dangerous fituati m, and 
alarmed by the re])orts which came’from all quar¬ 
ters, exerted himi'clf to fupply thofe defetls, to which 
it was not ‘eafy of a hidden to provide a liuLable 
remedy. But^ every propofal, which he could 
make, met with oppofition from the Orange* 
party, now become extremely formidable. 'I'hc 
long and uncontrolled adminiftration of this flaief- 
man had begotten envy: The prefent iiicidcn''■ 
roufed up his enemies and opponents,- who aferibed 
to his mil'condud: alone •the bad lituation of the re¬ 


public : And, above all, the popidar affiedion to the 
young prince, wdiich ha'd fo long been held in vi(<- 
Icnt coullraint, and had thence acquired new accef- 
fion. of force, began to difplay itfclf, and to threaten 
the comt.ionweakh with fome great convulfioii. 
William III. prince of Orajige, wair. in the twenty^ 
fccond ycaf ol his age, and gave ftrong indication •; 

< of thqfe great qi^lities, by which his lift rvas after¬ 
wards fo much lOnlinguillied. De Wit himfelf, by 
giving hilt* an eki^ellent cdutation, and inftrucling' 
him in aipthc pripc^pIcs^^f government andd'ound 
policy^ had ^eiieroufly contribvited to make his rival 
Jformidablt. Dreading the precarious fituatiou of 
his own party, he was always refolved, he faid, by* 

^cbiiveying 
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ronveylnff 10 t^e prince the laiowlcdge of afililrs, to CH AP. 

render ^din capable of ferving liis coumry, if any 

future emergence iliould ever throw the adminiftra- 

Uon into his hands. The condutfl of William had 

% 

hitherto been extremely laudable. Notv/ithOanding 
b.is powerful alliances with I'ingland and Branden- 
burgh, he had exprclTed his refolution t)f dejxmding 
■entirely on llie States for his advancement: and the 
whole tenor of his behaviour Afiled extremely the 
^•etiius 0} that people. Silent and thoughtful; given, 

•to hear and to inquire; of a found and Heady un- 
derfbauli! g ; firm in what he t>nce refolved, or once 
denied; A;ongly intent on l)tWlnefs, little on plea- 
Aire: Jfy llicle,virtues he engaged the attention of 
all men. iVnd the people, fenfible that they owed 
tlieir liberty, and verv cxiftence, to his Aiiniu', and 
retiieiiibeiing, that his g^rea’t uncle, Maurice, had 
been able, even in more curly yot!i!i„to defend 
them againlt the exorbitant ]-)Owcr*of Spaip, were 
defirous of ralfing this prince to all the authority of 
his anccdors, and hoped, from his valour and con- 
du£l alone, to receive jiroiedlyn againfl thofe im¬ 
minent dangers with which they were at prefent 
threatened. 

While thefe two powerJul fa^lions ftruggled for 
fuperiority, every feheme for defence was oppofed, 
every project retarded. What v/as deiurmlncd'with 
dilllcu ty, was executed without vigour. Levies 
indeed were made, and the army completed to 
feventy tlioufand men’; *Thc prince was iijqjointcd 
both general and admiral of the comfnonwcallh, 

*and the whole military power wa.s'put into his’handS. 

.But new troops could not of a fiiSden^Scquiic dif- 
ciplinc and experience: ^nd Hire parttlims of the 
prince were ftill unfatisfied, as loftg'as^ the ferpetvai 
edidJ, fo it was called, rciitaiued in forceby which 
,he was-er^luded from the.Hadtholderfliip, andffiojn 
all lhare in the civil adminillration. 

^ vol.V 

I i 2 



HS4 


histoHy of great britaim. 


CHAP. I r had always been the maxim of.de Wit^s part'r 
to cultivate naval affairs with extreme care^ and t'> 
j^ive the fleet a pref'ercncc above the army, wliidt 
iliev reprefenled as the objtd of an iinreafonablc 
p;tin;;i!ry iit the princes of Orange. The two vio- 
ieiii vav, which'had of laic been waged* with'Kng- 
l.iud, (aui excrcifed the valour, and improved the 
c.J liie r.iildrs. And, above all, dc Ruyter, the 
••'ll rc:i cr.nnnander of the age, was clolelv con- 
.'K-..:-! wiih t'lc Louveftein party; and every out; 
w.'i, di'j'iofed, wiili confidence and alacrity, to obey 
''-'■n. 'The ceidonicut of the flee! was therefore 

^ A 

f\dL ;eed by <le Wit ;* in hopes that, by flriking at 
ii'.d a livceidul Mo'W, he might ..inijiire coinage 
i lo !,hc di:'n;ayed States, and I'upport his own de- 
ehr.,’’- r.trrhc'i'tv. lie feems It) have been, in a 
peeuli'.u' mau..^r, incenfei], agair.lf the I'.nglini; at’d 
he r. to tahe revenoc on them for their con- 

duel, ti>f which, h'.; thought, he hiinfelf and hi;-; 
cfic.ntry hia.l fueli reafoti to complahi. By the ofler 
of a cloi'e alliance for mutual* defence, they had fe- 
dueed llic r< public ito quit the alliance of bYrnu'e ; 
but nt) foourr luul fhe ei^ibraced thefe meafu’X’s, than 
.they fonind IcagU'Cs for her dcftruclion, with that 
very power, vliich they had trcacheroufly engaged 
licr to ohend. in, the midft of full pe ace, nay 
during an iuiimatc union, they attacked her coni- 
hit rce, Iv_r tnily means of fubfiftence; and moved, 
by Ihamd'ul rapacity, had invaded that property, 
which, from a. reliance on their' faith, ihcy Viad 
iit'ped^ to find uiiproteci'ed and. dcfcnccjcfs. Ton- 
Ir.nv to their own mandeft intereft, as well as tV’ 
their hontipr, tliey ffill rctaiited a malignant refent- 
nunt lov'her fucdcfsfulfc,conclufion of the former 
war; ‘ar war .which, had, at firlt, fprung from their 
owji wantoA infolcncc and ambition. To n-- 
jrreff fo dangerous an ► enemy, woult^. de Wi^ 
ipiagined, ’give peculiar pleafure, and .contri¬ 
bute *to the fu^Uire* i’ecurity of hiy country, 

. ' , whole 
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whofc profperky was fo much the <.’• :Ct of £rcncral chap 
envy.. • i-xv. 

AtrniA’i'r.n by like motives and '■ s, <■' Xuyter ,6^^. 
*put to lea with a formidable iieet nlif ;.a <' ninety- 
one f]ilj)s oi'war anJ iorfy-foi>’- ‘i c-'hirs. ^' '-n-.eLns 
tleAVit was on board, as il-. from Steers. 

I'liey failed in quclt ol the Ibe v.v-e r.pjcr 

the command of the tleke oi .Ov., rnid vi.o had 
alreadv joined the iM'ench inu i mr.reh'nil d 
'i'he combined llecis lay b.-; iv- n ver necli- Cn-tieof 

gent pollure ; and Sandv ieh. b''!;’ MX'rlr.jced .iVk'’;’’ 

iT* 1 1 ■ 1 ^ • « bill ^Irt 
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i'hc combined iltrcis luy b,- / iv^ ver 

gent pollure ; and Sandv ieh. b''!;’ MX'rir.jced 

olliccr, had {jiven. the ti' ■ j w vre.T-' ■ d rieer ; 

but rec'eived, it. is laid, incha..i i.imiied, 

that there was more of caution than of courage in hy 
apjiivhenlions. Upon lljc apjjcaraiif.n of the enemy,' 
every one ran to his pod; with precijiitation, 
many lliips were obliged ii> cut their cables, in o:\icr 
10 he in rcadinefs. Sandwich cominanded the > an ; 
and though determined to conquer or'to perilb, he 
i'o tempered his courage with prudence,* that the 
wh(jle I'leci was viftbly indebted to him for its faiety, 
He h.allcned out of tlie bay, where it had been eafy 
lor dc Ruyter willi his fire-ftiips to have dellroyed 
the combined fleets, whic^j were crmvded togelher; 
and by this wife mealurc he gave time 10 the dukc«oi’ 
York, who commanded the main body, and to ma- 
rofchal d’Etrccs, admiral of the rear,, to difengage 
t heinl'clvcs. I le hiinlelf meanwhile riiThcil intg hatt ie 


with the Hollanders ; and by prel'eniiitg hinifelf to 
fvery tlangcr,»had drawn upon him all the braveft 
of the enemy. He killed Van Ghent,, it Dutch ad¬ 
miral, and beat oft' his lliip; He funk anoilier Ihip, 
which ventured to lay him aboard: He funk three 
firerlhips, which endcavoured^jto grap^ilo w'irh him : 
iinll though his veflcl ^^*as torn, in piecy with Ihot, 
;ind of a thoufand’men Ihe contained, near lix him- 
drtd.were laid dead upon the dork, he cbntiniu;d Hill 
to thunder with all his artillery in vlie inidlt pf the 
fiiemy.. But anc«.her liroglhip, more* I’ortqnate than • 

li ;? *• the 
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CHAP, the preceding, having laid hold of his yeflel, her de» 
pxv. ^ vvas now inevitable. Warned bv hr Ed- 

ward Haddock, his captain, he rctufed to make his ^ 
efcape, and bravely tmb'raced death as a flicker from 
that ignominy, which a rafh exjirefllon of the duke’s, 
he thought, had ihr()wn upon him. 

DoaiNG this fierce engagement with Sandwicii, 
de Ruyler remained not iuac’dve. He attacked the 
duke of York, and f6ught him with fuch fury for 
above two hours, that of two and thirty adion.s, in 
wi'.icli that admiral had been engaged, he declared 
this combat to be the moll obflinately dirputed. 
The duke's fhip was i) fliatl''recl, that he wa.s ob¬ 
liged to leave her, and remove his llgg to another. 
His I'quadron was nverpovn red with numbu” ; till 
fir'Jolcph Jordan, who had fuccceded to Saiulvsidi’s 
command, came to his ’afhllance ; and the light, 
bein':: more ccumIIv balanced, was comimied till 
night, when ttie Hutch retired, and were nut fol¬ 
lowed by the lingliili. The lofs fulbiined by the 
fleets of the two maritime powers was nearly equal, 
if it did not rather fall, more heavy on the Eiiglifh. 
T'hc .French fuH'eicd very little, bccauTe they had 
fcarccly been engaged in' the action j and as this 
backwarduefs is not their national character, it was 
coneluded that they had received fecrel orders to 
fpare their fliij5.s, while the Dutch and Englilh’ Ihoidd 
we.'iken each other by their mutual animolity. Al- 
mofl ail the other aCdions during the prelent war 
tended to confirm this fufpicibn. 

It might be deemed honourably for the Dutch to 
have foifght with fome advantage the combined 
fleets of two fuch {5q\vcrful nations; but nothing lefs 
than a complete vidovy coyld ferve the purpofe of 
de Wit, .Of fave his ‘country from thofe calamities, 
which' from^ every quarter tljreatened to overwhelm 
her. ’ He had expeded, {hat the Frenclj would 
make their attack on the fide of Maeftricht, which 
Vas* well' fortified, an^ provided'With a good gar- 
' • . • ■ rilonj 
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rifoii; but T4Cwis, taking advantage of his alliance CHAP, 
with Cologne, rcfolved tc^invadc the enemy on that 
/rontier, wliich he knew to be more feeble and dc- ,672, 
lencclefs. I'he armies of that eleclor, and thoie of 
Munlter, appearetl on the other fide of the Khine, 
ana' divitled the force and attention of ilie States. 

The Dutch troops, too weak to defend fo extenhve 
a frontier, were fcatiercd Into fo many towns, that 
no confiderable body remained’ in the li-Id ; and a 
flroiig p;arrifon was fcarccly to be found in any for- 
irefs. Lewis pafl'ed the Meufe at Vi let ; and lay- ,4th May. 
ing fiege to Orfoi, 'a town of the eledor of Brandeii- Pio-itfs 
burgh’s, but garrifoned by ilit Dutch, he carried it 
in tiiree days.. He divided his army, and invelled 
at once Burik, Wefel, Kmerik, and Rhimbcrg, four 
places regularly j’onificd, ijnd not unprovided with 
troops; In a few days ivH-thefe places were furren- 
dered. A general allonidiment had feked the Hol- 
landevs, from the combination bf fuch .powerful 
jn-inces againlTthe republic ; and no where was re¬ 
ft (lance made, fuitaiile to the ancient glory or prc.- 
fent greatnefh of the (late. Governors vliiunit ex¬ 
perience commanded troops without difcipline • and 
defpair had univerfally cxtinguiflicd that fenfe gf 
honour, by which alone, men, in fuch danger¬ 
ous extremities, can be animated to a valorous 
defence. 

Lewis advanced to the banks of the Rhine, whith »J June. 
I)p prepared to^pafs. To all the other calamities of 
the Dutch was added the extreme drought of the 
, fealbn, by which dhe greateft rivers we’re much dv 
minillied, and in fomc places rendered fordable. 

The Freiiph cavalry, animated *by thg prefence of 
theif prince, firfl of imptituou^ courage? tmt ranged 
in exaft order, flung themfelves into Jhe’rrvtr : The 
infantry palTe'd in. boats s A few regirhents of Dutch 
appeared on the other .fide, who were urfable to 
make refiflance. ,And thus was executed without. , 

• 114 * danger. 
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dnnj:^cr, but not without glory, the paflagc of the 
Rhine; fo much ccltbraicd, at that time, fty the 
llnttery of the French courtiers, and tranfrairtccb 
to pollerity by the more durable flattery of tlicir 

poet;-. 

H I'uccefs added courage to the conquerors, 
and iiruck the vanqiiiflred with difinav. The 
prince of Orange, though prudent beyond Ins age, 
vc: but newiv ailvanred to the command, unac- 
tj^nvinted witli the army, iniktiown fo them ; atid all 
met!, by reafonol the violent Jaclions which prevailed, 
W'crc uncertain of the authority oh which they mid! 
depend. It was ( .\pcJicd, that the fort ol Skink. 
larnous for the liege-: wliich it had formerlv fidlaiti- 
fd, would make lurne refiilancc ; bur if yi-Jcled to 
‘liirctMic in a lew dee,J'he lame eeneral iic.de 

• V 

hiivireir madiv ol Arnhtiip, Kuot/en.liourg, and 
i\iuiegucn, os loon as he appeared lieforc theiiu 
DoeUiourg at tht fame time opened i;s gaii-i to 
Ivwis: Soon after, Ilaruerwic, Aniersfort, Ckun- 
pen, Rhcr.en, Viane, F.lberg, ’’/wol, C.uiiemberg, 
Wageninguen, l.ochi^m, \Voerden, fell mto tiu 
tiw.nies hando. Groll apd Deventer furrenJered 
iq the m .rcfchal I.iixeml)ourg, who commanded 
the troops fif Munlltr. And every hour br>nigii( 
lo the States news of. the rapid progrefs of the 
Trench, and of the cowardly defence ol their own, 
garrilons. , 

Till- prince of Orange, wiili Iiis.fmall and dii- 
couraged army, retired into the provircc of Hob 
k'nd ; where he expecled, from the natural llvcngth 
of" the coiiniry, lince all human art and courage 
failed, lo be, able to make fame refillauce. The 
towu' and 'province bf U»echt fent* deputie.*?, ’.jind 
iurrcndefOvl themfelyes to Lewis. Naerden, a 
place'within three leagues- of Amfterdam, was 
I'eizcd 'ey the marquis of .Rochfort, and *had he 
pulhed on to ‘iVIuyden, he had ealily gotten 'poL 
■ ‘ ' ' ' feflioi\ 
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feflion of if. Fourteen ftragglcrs of his army chap. 
having appeared before the gates of that town, 

, the inagiftratcs font them the keys ; but a fer- 
v:mt maid, who was alone in the caftle, having 
rnircdthc drawbridge, kept them from taking poi- 
fcTlion of tlrar fori refs. I’he magiftrates afterwards, 
finding the party fo weak, made them drunk, and 
took the keys frcjm them. Muyden is fo near to 
Amfterdain, that its cannoil may infeft the fliips 
which enter that city. 

I.Kwis with a fplendid court made a folemn entry *5tli June, 
into Utrecht, fiill of glory, becaufe every where 
attended with fuccefs j thotgh more owing to the 
cowardice and mifcondtfdl: of his enemies, than to 
liis own valour or prudence. Three provinces 
were ahead) in his hands, Guclderkind, Overylfel, 
and Utrecht; Groninghen was threatened; Frieze- 
land was expofed : I’he only difflcuUy lay in Hol¬ 
land and Zealand; and the monarch , deliberated 
concerning tite proper meafures for reducing them. 

Con.de and Turerme exhorted him to difmantle all 
the towns which he had tajeen, except a few; and 
fortifying his main army by the garrifons, put him- 
felf in a conditioti of pufhing his conquefts. Lou- 
vois, hoping that the other provinces, weak and 
difinayed, would prove an eafy prey, advifed him to 
keep poHlilion of places which might afterwards 
ferve to refain the people in fubjei!:lion. His cotinfcli 
, was followed ; tiiou^h it was found, foon after, to 
have been tlie molf impolitic. 

IVI SAN wKii.e#the people, througholit the republic, Coniternn- 
inftcad of collcfting a noble indignation 'agaiiiA the 
haughty conqueior, difeharged tlj^fiir rage upon ‘ J• 
tUeir own unhappy mjnifter,* on whofe .prudence and 
integrity every one formerly‘beftowe’d* the merited 
^ippiaufe : I'he bad condition of die armiesVas laid 
to'hi« charge: The .ill choice of governors was 
idedbed to his partiality : As inftahccs of ccuvardice 

mulu- 
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C FI A r, niultiplied, treachery was fufpefted; and his former 
L\v, connections wdth France being remembered, the 
populace believed, that he and his partilans had 
now combined to betray them to their moft mortal 
enemy, d he prince of Orange, notwithilanding 
his youth and inexperience, was looked on as the 
only faviour of the date ; and men were violently 
driven [ly their fears into his party, to which they 
had always been led b\ favour and inclination. 

AMSTi RDAMaloncfecmed to retain fomc courage; 
and by ibrming a regular plan of defence, endea¬ 
voured to inf'uie fpirit into the other cities. The 
inagifcrates obliged the^burge^les to keep a ftiifl 
watch : The populace, wliom want of pinployment 
might engage to lumlny, were maintained by regu¬ 
lar pav, and armed for tiic defenee of the public. 
Some Ihips, which lay ufelefs in the harbour, were 
refitted, and lif.tioned to guard the city : And the 
iluices being opened, the neighbouring country, 
without regard to the damage fuftained, was laid 
under water. All the provinces followed the example, 
and fcrupled not in this extremity, to rellore to the 
fea thofe I'eriile fields, w'hich with great art and 
expence had been won from" it. 

The States were alfembled, to confider whether 
any means were left to fave the remain^ of their lately 
flouriniing, and now diftrelfcd commomvcalih. 
Though'they were furrounded with waters, which 
barred all accefs to the enemy, their deliberations 
were not conducted with that tranquillity, w'hich 
could alone fuggefl: meafures proper to extricate 
theniwfrom their prefent difficu ties. The nobles 
gave their vote, that, provided their religion, li¬ 
berty, and foYureignty,‘could, be faved,.every thing 
elfc fliculd wShout fcruple be facrificed to the con¬ 
queror. Elevqn towns concurred in the fame fenti- 
ments. ‘Amlterdam fingly dec|,ared againft all Veaty 
with infolent and triumphant enemies: But notwith-s 
' ' ‘ ' ' ftaiiding 
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ilandlng that oppofition, ambafladors were dif- C H A!?. 
patched to implore the pity of the two combined . 

jnonarchs. It was refolved to facrifice to Lewis, x^Tt., ' 

Maeftricht, and all the frontier towns which lay 
without the bounds of the feven provinces ; and to 
pay him’a large fum for the charges of the war. 

Lm\ IS deliberated with his minifters Louvois and 
I^omj'jonne, concerning the meafurcs which he 
Ihould embrace in the prefent •emergence ; and for¬ 
tunately for Europe, he ftill preferred the violent 
counfels oi* the former. He offered to evacuate his 
conqueffs, on coildition that all duties lately impofed 
on the commodities of Fnince Ihould be taken off: 

Thar the pijblk: exercife of the Romilh religion 
lliould be permitted in the United Provinces; the 
churches Ihared with the catholics ; and their piicfts 
inaintaincil by appointments from the Slates: That 
all the frontier towns of the r^uljlic Iliould be 
yielded to him, together with •Nimeguen, Skink, 
Knotzemboufg, and that part of Gueldcrland which 
lay on tlie other Ikle of the Rhine ; as likewife the 
ifle of Boininel, that of Voprn, the fortrefs of St. 
Andrew, ihofe of Louveltcin and Crcvecocur : That 
the States Iliould pay him the fum of twenty mil¬ 
lions of Ijvres for the charges of the w^ar:, That 
they Iliould every year fend him a folemn embaffyj 
and prefent him with a golden medal, as an ac¬ 
knowledgment that they owed to him ,the j^eferva- 
^tion of that liberty, which, by the aliidance of hh 
predcceffors,*they haef formerly acquired ; And that 
they Ihould give entire farisfadion* to the king^oi 
England: And he allow'cd them but tefi day^ fot 
the acceptance of ihefe demands*. * 

•The ambidfadors, Ipnt to^-ondon^. met with ffil 
worfe reception No miriillijr* was alibw’cd to trea 
with them; and they were retained ,iii a kind o 
fionfit^ment. But, ijotwithftanding this*ngorou. 
condud of the court, the prefence of the Dutcl 
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CHAP, anibaffadors excited the fentiments of tender coni- 
paflion, and even indignation, among the people in, 
167a. general, tlpecially among ihofe who could forefcc 
the aim and relult f)f thol'e dangerous counfcls. The ' 
two moft jiowerful monarchs, they laid, in Kurope, 
the one by land, the other by fea, have, contrary 
to the faith of folemn treaties, combined to exter¬ 
minate an illuflri'ms republic : What a difmal pro- 
fpeft does their fuccefs ali'ord to the neighbours of 
the one, and to the fubjefts of the other ? Gluirlcs 
had formeil the triple league, in order to relhaiu 
the power of France: A furc proof; that he does not 
n*n\ eir from ignorance. He had courted and ob- 
tained the ; j)j.!;iufcs (d Jiis j'lcople by that wife mea- 
le.ii;: i\s he now :idopts co.ntrarv counfcls, he mult 
iui'^lv cypccl by their n;eans to tender himfelf inde-» 
ot his pc' pic, whole fentiments arc becomd 
fo indiiiei cut to F !u. During tlie entire fubmillion 
of ihe n..ioii, and dutiful behaviour of the parlia- 
metu, dangerous pn'jecis, without jtro-vocation, arc 
fornnd lo reduce them to fubjgclion ; and all the 
foreign iiiterells (;f the people arc ficrificcd in order 
the more furely to bereave them ol their elomcltic 
liberties. l.clt any inltahcc of frecdf>m fhould 
remain within their view,^ the United Provinces, 
the real barrier of England, mull be abandoned to 
the molt dangerous enemy of England ; and by ati 
univerfiil combination of tyranny againll laws and 
liberty, all mankind, who have retained, in any de¬ 
gree, their precious, thoughhithertopretarious, birth-' 
rights, are for'ever to fubmit to llavpry and injulticc. 

linoudif the fear of giving umbrage fo his con¬ 
federate had 'cngajfed Charles Ip treat the Dutch 
ambalfadors ,\«tth fuch urigouf, he was pot altogether 
without uKtiafmefs, on account of the rapid and uii- 
expe£led progrefe of the French arms. Were Hol¬ 
land (^tirely conquered, its_^ w'holc commerce and 
naval &rpe, he perceived, mull beco^ie an accelhoi^i 

■ • .. tQ 
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follmv; a’lLl Lewis, now indcncudent of Ins alh, Lxv. 
.would no I.'np;cr think it his inlerclt to fuppoit liim 
ag.iinll his diicontcniod i'ubjc(;b5. Charles, ihougji 
he never can led his attention to very diilant conl'e- 
tjuencc.', couUl not bur rorefee thefc obvious events ; 
and, though incapable ol envy or jealoufy, he was 
touched v.'itli anxiety, wlien he found every thing 
\ield to the hVcnch arms, while fuch vigorous refilt- 
ance was made to his own. He loon cfifnilflisd the 
Dutch, ambailadors, left they fhould cabal among 
his lubjeds, who bore them great favour: But he 
fent over Buckingham ajtd Arlington, and fooiw 
after lord Halifax, tg negotiate anew with the 
h’reiich king in the prcl’ent profperous fituation of , 
that monarch's affairs. ^ 

Thksl minilters pafled through Holland ; and as 
they were fuppoled ‘to bring pgace to the diftrefled 
republic, they were every wln^re received wuih the 
loudelt acclamations. “ God blcfs The king of 
“ England ! God blcfs the prince of Oiange ! 

Confufion to the States !” This w^as every tvhero 
the cry of the popnlnccf 'fhe ambaffadors had* 
feveral conferences witii the States, and the pri ’o; of 
Orang. ; but made no reafonable advances teiwards 
an acc‘ uimodation. 'They w-ent to Utrecht, where 
they ienewed the league with Lewis, and agreed, 
that neither of the kings fliould'make jicacc with 
Holland but by common confent. 't'liey next gave 
in their pretcnfions^ of which the following are the 
principal articles: That the Dutch *ftiouId give up* 
the honour of*the fla’', without the leart rei«jjrTe or 
limitation ; nor fliouid whrde fleets, even on the 
coafi; of Holland, re .ufe ic^ftrikc dr lower,their top-' 

•Jails to the* fmailefl; •fiiip, dvrying jtJte ,Briiiflt flag : 

That all perfoils guilty of•rreailm againft.thc king, 
ojr of WTiting fedilitSus libels, Jhould, oii €omplaint, 
be fianifhed for evef the domini*)us of the States: 

Tfaaf the Du&ch Ihouid pay the king % million ftcr- 

ling 
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CHAP. ling towards the charges of the yi ar, together with 
ten thoufand pounds a-year, for permiffion to.filh 
■ ,67a. Britifh feas: That they fhould fliare the 

Indian trade with the F.nglifh: That the prince of 
Orange and his defeendants fliould enjoy the fove- 
reignty of the ITnited Provinces ; at leaft, that they 
fhould be invefted with the dignities of Stadrholder, 
Admiral, and General, in as ample a manner as 
had ever been enjoyed by any of his anceftors ; And 
that the iile of \Valchercn, the citv and caftle of 
Sluis, together with the ifles of Cadfant, Goree, and 
Vorne, fliould be put into the king’s hands, as a 
fecuriiy for the performance of articles. 

The terms propofed by .Lewis bereaved the re¬ 
public of all Iccurity againft any invafibn by land 
from ^France : Tliofe demanded by Charles expofed 
them equally to' an invafion by fea from England : 
And when both w^re united,* they appeared abfo- 
lutcly intolerable., and reduced the Hollanders, who 
faw no means uf defence, to the utnjoll defpair. 
What extremely augmented their diflrefs, were the 
violent factions with which they continued to be 
, .every where agitated. .De Wit, loo pertinacious in 
defence of his own fyflem of‘liberty, while the very 
being of the commonwealth was threatened, flill 
perfevered in oppofmg the repeal of the perpetual 
ediiH:, now become the object of horror to the Dutch 
30th June, populace. Their rage at laft broke all bounds, and 
bore every thifjg before it. They rofe in an infur- 
reflion at Dort, and by force conftrained their 
burgomallcrs ’to fign the repeal, fo much de¬ 
manded. This proved a fignal of d general revolt 
throughout all the provinces. 

Prince of At Amlterdan, the Jlagtie, IVfiddlcbourg, Rot- 

people flcrW to atms, and, trampling 
er, * under foot t!ie authority 'of their magiftrates, obliged 
them to»fubmlt to the prince‘of Orange, d’hey 
expelled from their office fuch' as difpleafed tAeni: 
'l^ey required the prince to. appoint others in.tbcir 



CHARLES^ II. 

plrice; Aild ngrefcably to the proceeding of the c h a p, 
popiUace in* all ages, pro\'ided they might wreak 
their vengeance on their fuperiors, they expreffed 
great indiilcrencc for the protection of their civil 
liberties. 

.Tiif, •fuperior talents and virtues of de W'it made 
him, on this occafion, the chief object of envy, and 
expefed him to the utmofl ragvi of jtopular preju¬ 
dice. ]'’nur all'afdns, actuated by no other motive 
than mihaken xeal, had aflaulted him in the ftreets. 


and alter giving him many wounds, had left him. 
for tjead. One .of them w;is puniflied: 'fhe others 
were never quellioned for ^thc crime. His brother,, 
Cornelius, who had be,haved with prudence and 
courage on 'board the lleet, was obliged by ficknefs 
to come alhorc ; and he was now confined his 
houfc at Dort. Some aflallins broke in upon him ; 
and it was with the lAriroft dilTicvihy that his family 
and fervants could repel their vipleiie'e. At Amfter- 
dam, the hijiife of the brave de Ruyttr, the foie 
refoiirce of the diRrellcd conimonwealrh, was fur- 
rounded by the eniaged populace; aitd his wife and 
children were for fome tidic expofed to the moft 
imiaiiient danger. • 

Oni; ddchclacr, a barber, a man noted for in¬ 
famy, accufed Cornelius de Wit of endeavouring 
by bribes to engage him in the dcfign of poifoning 
the prince of Orange. The acculation^ -though 
attended with the molt improbable, ai?d even abfurd 
• circumflances, was greedily received by the credu¬ 
lous multitude; and Cornelius was. bited before a 
court of judicaltire. The judges, citherblintj^d by 
the fame prejudices, or not daring to oppofe the 
pppular torrent,* condemi^cS iiin? to fuller the 
queflion. This man** who had bravH)^ ferved his 
country in war,' and who had beqji invefted with the 
■highefl dignities, wa^ delivered into the hands of the 
exeefitioner, and torn'in pieces by the moil inhuman 



towiienft, 
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C H A P. torments. Amidfl: the fevere 'iigonies i which h(! 

endured, he ftill made proteftations of hi« innocence, 
jijz. ■‘titd frequently repeated an ode of Horace, which con¬ 
tained fentiments fuited to his deplorable condition : 

'yiijlum ci tcnaccm propofiti viriim^ &c." 

^ * '» 

The judges, however, condemned him to lofe hij 
oiEces, and to be banifhed the commonwealth. 
The penfionary, who’■had not been terrified from 
performing the part of a kind brother and faithful 
friend during this prolecution, refolved not to defert 
him on account of the unmerited infamy which was 
• ‘ endeavoured to be thrown upon him. He came to 
brother’s prifon, deter<mined to accompany him 

WksV’ place of his exile. The fignal was given to 

the qjopulace., 'J'hey rofe in arms ; They broke 
open the doors of the prifon ; they pulled out the 
two brothers ; and a ihoufanJ hands vied wlio fliould 
firfl be imbrued in their blood. I’.ven their death 
did not fatiate the brutal rage of the multitude. 

' • They excrcifed on the dead bodie,s of thofc virtuous 


Wliic'* limy be thus traiiflAtecl : 

'I i'.f mar, whole miud on viniie bent^ 
ruifucs fome greaily goo;J inicnt. 

With undiverted ann, 

Scrcric bchalcih the aijgry crowd j 
Norcanthcii clamours, fierce and loucf. 
His ftubboin honour tame. 

Not tlic proud tyrant's fierceft threat, 

Nor liorms, that from (heir daik. ictieatc 
Tlie lawlcls furges w'akc i 
Not Joke's drtad holt that fiiakefi pole^ 
The firmer putpofc of his loul 
With all its^powei can fliake. 

Should Nature’s frame in ruins ful!, 
And*Dhao8 o'er th^ finking bail 
• HeA'vnc piimj^al fway, 

Nis courage chancf and fare de£es, 

, Nor feels the wreck of earth Liid ikies. 

’ Obftruft it’s deitinM way. 


BtACt^LOCKE. 

Qitizetis^ 
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titkcns, indignities too fliocking to’ be recited: and CHAP, 
till tired with their own lury, they permitted not,the ^ 

.friends of the deceafed to approach, or to bellow on 
them the honours of a funeral, filent and unattended. 

The maffacre of the de "Wits put an end for the 
limfe to the remains of their patty; and all men, 
from fear, inclination, or prudence, concurred in 
exprelTing the moll implicit obedience to the prince 
of Orange. The republic, though half fubdued by 
foreign force, and as yet dilmayed by its misfortunes, 
was now firmly united under one leader, and began 
to colledl the remains of its prillinc vigour. Wil- Good con- 
liam, worthy of that heroic'family from which he 
fprang, adopted fentiment’s becoming the head of a 
brave and free people. He bent all his efforts againft 
the public enemy: He fought not againft his courifry 
any advantages which iijight be dangerous to civil 
liberty. Thofe intolerable conditions demanded by 
their infolent enemies, he exhorted the .States to 
rejedl w'ith fcftrnj and by his advice they put an 
end to negotiations,* which ferved only to break the 
courage of their fellow-citizcitf, and delay the alTill- 
ance of their allies. H^* Ihowed them, that the 
numbers, and riches of the people, aided by the ajJ- 
vantages of fiiuation, would Hill be fufficient, if 
they abandoned not themfelvcs to defpair, to refill, 
at leall retard, the progrefs of their •enemies^ and 
preferve the remaining provinces, till, the other 
r^ations of Europe, i'enfible of the common danger, 
could come to’fheir relief. lie reprefented, that a& 

^ envy at their opulefice and liberty had produced thi^ 
mighty combination againft ihem, they would’in 
vain cxpecl by conceflions to liitia^y foeg, whofe pre- 
tenlbns were ae little bQijnded*by moderation as by 
jullice. He exhoried them tq fcmeinbei* the gene¬ 
rous valour of their anf eftors, who,* yet in the in¬ 
fancy ot the Hate, preferred liberty to every •human 
confideration; and roofing their fpirits to an obftiMte , 
VoL.'VIl. ’ Kk 'defence, 
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tlefcncc, repelled all the power^‘'riches^, and mili¬ 
tary dil'cipline of Spain. And he profefled hcmfclf 
willing to tread in the fteps of his illultrious prede- 
cefTors, and hoped, that, as they had honoured him' 
with the fame allVdion which their anceftors paid to 
the former jninces of Orange, they would fecond 
his eflorts with the fame conflancy and manly for¬ 
titude. 

'I’liji; fpirit of the toung prince infufed itfelf into 
his hearers. Idiofe who lately eiitcrraiaed thoughts _ 
of yielding their necks to lubjedlioii, were now 
bravely detennined to refill tltc haughty victor, and 
to defend thofe la(l rcipains of their native foil, of 
which neither tlic irruptions of Lewis, nor the inun¬ 
dation ol waters, had as yet bereaved them. Should 
evfn the ground fail them on which they might 
combat, tliey were Hill rcfulycd not to yield the 
generous flril’e > but, ll}in* to their fettlenients in 
the Indies, 'erect a new empire in thofe remote 
regions, hud preferve alive, even in ihe climates of 
flavery, that liberty of which ^ilurope was become 
unw'orihy. Already they conceited meafures for 
executing this extraordinary refokuion ; and found 
that the vcflels containcif in their harbours could 
tranfport above two hundred thoufand inhabitants to 
the Eafl Indies. 

The combined princes, finding at laft fomc 
appeacance of ojipofition, bent all their elforts to 
feduce the ‘prince of Orange, on whofc valour and 
conduft the fate of the commonwealth entirely de¬ 
pended. The fovereij^ty of the province of Hol- 
fapd was offered him, and the proteftion of Eng- ’ 
land and Fr.ance,*'.to infurc hiip as well againfl; the 
invafion of foreign rncmics, as the^infurre£lion of 
his fubje^ts^,. All ppopofals were gencroufly rejefted j 
and the prince: declafcd his refolution to retire into 
Genn^ny, ’and to pafs his life in hunting on his 
lands there, rtdher than abandon the liberty of his 

‘ . • -country. 
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country, or jpetray the truft repofed in him* When chap. 
Buckingham urged the inevitable deftrudion w^jiich 
^liung over the United Provinces, and adeed him, 

Avhether he did not fee that the commonwealth was 
ruined ? TU rc is one certain means., replied the 
priilcc, by which I can be fare nover to fee my coun~ 
try’s ruin ; 1 will die in the laji ditch. 

The people in Holland had been much incited 
to efpoufe the prince’s party, fiy the hopes that the 
king of England, plcafcd with his nephew’s eleva¬ 
tion, would abandon thofe dangerous engagements 
into which he had entered, and would afford his 
protedion to the diftrefl'ed republic. But all thefe 
hopes were fwon found t6 be fallacious. Charles 
flill perfiftcd in his alliance with France; and the 
combined fleets approached the coaft'of Ilollaffd, 
with an Englifli army,on board, commanded by 
count Schomberg. It is pretended 'thaf an unufual 
tide carried them off the coaft: ;* and that Provi¬ 
dence thus inttrpofed, in an extraordinary manner, 
to fave the republia from the imminent danger to 
which it was expofed. Very t^mpeltuous weather, it 
is certain, prevailed all the reft of the feafon ; and 
the combined fleets either were blown to a diftancp, 
or durft not approach a coaft which might prove 
fatal to them. Lewis, finding that his enemies 
gathered courage behind their inundatkms, and that 
no farther fuccefs was likely for the prelect to attend, 
lys arms, had retired to Verfailles. 

The other nations of Europe regarded the fub- 
jedion of Hollandt as the forerunner o’f their owij 
ilavery, and retained no hopes of defending thetn- 
felves, fhould fuch a mighty acceflionjbe made to 
the already exorbitant p®wer df Franca.* The em¬ 
peror, though he lay at a diftai^ce, and wa» naturally 
flow in his undertakings, began to ‘put himftlf in 
motion > Brandenburgh ihowed a difpofition ko fup- 
port the States: Spain had fent forae*forces to their 

K k ^ affiftance; 
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CHAP, afliflance ; and by the prefent eftbrts of the prince of 
Orange, and the prolpeft of relief fro'm their .allies, 
167a. ^ different face of affairs began already to appear. 

Groninghen vas the firft place that flopped the pro-' 
grefs of the encinv: 'I’hc bifliop of Munfter was 
repiilfed hum before that town, and obliged to raife 
the fiege with lofs and difhonour. Nacrdcn was 
attempted by the prince of Orange; but nvarefchal 
I.uxeinburgh, breaking in upon his enireuchments 
with a hidden iriuplion, obliged him to abandon the 
enterprife. 


167%. 
4lh ot Teb. 
A parlia- 
mciu» 




Tiir.aa was no ally on whom the Dutch more re¬ 
lied for afliflance than, the parliament of ihigland, 
which the king’s ncLefll.tics at lafl i»bligcd him to 
alTcmble. The ejes of all men, bofii abroad and 
at Jlioine, were fixed on this feffion, which met after 
prorogations coutimicd far near two years. Jt was 
evident bow mugh the king'dreaded the aflembling 
of his parliafiicnt; and tlic dil'contents univerl'ally 
excited by tbe bf)ld mcafures entered, into, both in 
foreign and domeftic adminiflration, had given but 
too juft foundation for his apprelienffons. 

Ti:r king, howeveb, in his fpccch, addrefled them 
with all the appearance of*cordiality and confidence. 
He faid, that he would have aflenibled them fooner, 
had he not been defirous'to allow them leifure for 
attending their private affairs, as well as to give his 
pcoplg refpite' from taxes and impofitions: That, 
iince their Kdl meciing, he had been forced into a 
war, not only jull but ncccfl'ary ; neceflary both foi 
the honour ’apd intcrcfl of the nation: That in order 
to have .peace at home, w'liilc he' had war abroad, 
he had ilfued his.declaration of indulgence to dif- 
fenters, and kad found many good effects to r^fult 
from" that 'qleafure ; That ’ he heard of fome excep¬ 
tions which h’ad. been taken to this’cxercife of/power; 
but he. would tell them plainly, that he was refolved 
to flick to hiii declaration*, and would b£ much 
. . offended 
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offended at any contradiflion : And that though a chap. 
rumour had been I'pread, as if the new levied aimy Lxv. 
•had been intended to control law and property, he 
regarded that jealoufy as lb frivolous, that he was 
refolved jo augment his forces next fpring, and did 
not* doubt but they would confider the ncceflhy of 
them in their fupplies. The reft of the bufmefs he 
left to the chancellor. 

Tin- chancellor ealarged on the fame topics, and 
added many extraordinary politions of his own. He 
told them, that the Hollanders were the conimon 
enemies of all monarchies, cfpccially that of Eng¬ 
land, their only competitor fdr commerce and naval 
power, and the ft)le obftaefe to their views of attain¬ 
ing an univerfal empire, as exttnfive as that of an¬ 
cient Rome: I'hat, even d'^ring theif prefeiit t!if- 
trefs and danger, they v^cre fo intoxicated with thefe 
ambitious projeds, as to flight all* traaty, nay, to 
refufe all ceffation of hoftilities: That thck king, in 
entering on tKis war, did no more th;m profecute 
thofe maxims whicl^had engaged the parliament to 
advife and approve of the lull 4 and he might there¬ 
fore fafely fay, that it Kins ibcir ivar : That the 
States being the eternal enemies of England, both 
by intereft and inclination,* the parliament had wifely 
judged it ncceifary to extirpate them, and had laid 
it down as an eternal maxim, that dcIcnJa efi Car- 
thago^ this hoftile government by all moans is to be* 
fybverted; And that though the Dutch pretended 
to have affurances that the parliament would furnifli 
, no fupplies to the king, he was confident that thi^ 
hope, in which they extremely trilled, would fobn 
fail them. _ 

H^FORE tn& coramoss enfered up«» bulJnefs, 
there lay before them an affajr^ w^hich'diltovered, 
beyond a poffibility o£ doubt, the * arbitrary^ pro- 
jefts of ihe king; and the meafures taken upon it 
proved that the hpufe was not at prefent in a dif- , 

* * >} • pofition 



■HISTORY ,OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



CHAP. 

LXV, 

*673. 


pofition to fubmit to them. It Kad been the con- 
llant undifputed praftice, ever fince the parliaAicnt 
in 1604, for the houfe, in cafe of any vacancy, to 
iffue out writs for new cledlions; and the chancellor, 
who, before that time, had had fonie precedents in 
his favour, had ever afterwards abltained from ■all 


excrcife of that a.uthorily. This indeed was one of 
the f.rft fteps which the commons h;id taken in 
ellablifliing and guarding ihcir ])rivileges; and 
.othing could be more requifite than this precau- 
ion, iii order to prevent the clandefline ilfuing of 
rrits, and to enfure a fair and free cltclion. No 


ine but fo defperate a nnnilter as Shalteflmry, who 
tad entered into a regular plan for reducing the 
)eople to fubecllon, could have entertained 
hovghts of bt'.-aking in upon a pradice fo realon- 
ible and fo well ellabliftied, or could have hoped to 
ucceeu in lo bold an enterpfife. Several members 
lad taken thdr feats upon irregular writs ifl’ucd by 
•he chancellor ; bur the houfe was no fooner 


aTemblcd, and the fpeaker pla/'cd in the chair, 
han a motion was i.'arie againft them ; and 'he 
nembers theni.'.ivcs had the n'odelty to withdraw', 
fheir eledion was dcclareiT null; and new writs, in 
cho ulual form, were iflued, by the fpeaker. 

Thf. next Hep taken by the commons had the 
appearance of, fome more complaifance; but in 
rt-diiy 'proceeded from the fame fpirit of liberty 
and independence. They entered a refolution, 
that, in order to fupply his majefty’s Extraordinary 
occafions, for that was the expreffion employed, 
thty would grant eighteen months aflelTmcnt, at 
tire rate of 7-0,coO’pounds a mo,nth, amounting in 
the w.hoie 10*1,260,000 pounds. 'J’hdugh unwill¬ 
ing to cgme.to a violent breach with the king, 
they would not '.exprd's the leaft approbation of the 
war j aqii they gave him the* proijped of t^s fup- 
pty, only that they might Have permiflion to pro- 
• . V ■ . cectl 
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cccd peaceably fii the rcdrcfs of the other griev- C ll A p. 
anct*s, of which they had fuch reafon to com- 

No grievance was more alarming, both on ac¬ 
count of the fccrct views from which it ])rocecdcd, 
and th(? confequeiices which might attend it, than 
the declaration of indulgence. A rcmonflrancc was 


immediately framed aegiiult that exercife of prero¬ 
gative. The king deicndi^ his meafure. The 
commons pcrfifted in their oppofilioii to it ; and 
they reprefented, that fuch a praclice, if admitted, 
might tend to irrrerrupt the free courl'e of the laws, 
and alter the leghlative pstwer, which had always* 
been acknoyvl edged to refide in the king and the 
two houfes. All men vt^ere in expectation with 
regard *-0 the iiiue oi this extraordinary affair. * The 
king feemed engaged in honour to fvpport his mea- 
I'ure; and in order to*prevent alboppofition, he had 
pofitively declared that he woidd fupport it. I'he 
cointnons were obliged to perfevere, not only be- 
caufe it was diftivnourable to be foiled, where they 
could plead fuch Itvong reafons, but ulfo becaufe, if 
the king prevailed in his pretenfions, an end feemed* 
to be put to all the Ihgal limitations of the coii- 
ftitution. . • 

It is evident that Charles was now come to that 
delicate crifis which he ought at firil 10 haA'e fore- 
feen, when he embraced thole defperatc tfounfcls ; 
and his refolutions, in fuch an event, ought long 
* ago to havt been Cntirelv iixed and determined. 
Befides his ufud guards, he had an army encamped 
at Llackheath, under the command of marclthal 
Schoraberg, a foreigner ; and\nany*of the officers 
were of the catholic rqjigiom His the. I'Yeiich 
kmg, he might expect, would fecoi^f Jiyn, if force 
became requifite for reftraining I his difeontented 
fubje^s, and’Supporting the mcafures ^diich, by 
common conlcnt, they had agreed* to pmfue. But 

ilk.4 . ‘ tUo 
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CHAP, the king was ftartled, when he a{iproached fo dans 
gerous a precipice as that which lay before him, 
‘ 1673. Were violence once offered, there could be jiq 
return, he faw, to mutual confidence and iruft with 


his people ; the perils attending foreign fuceours, 
efpecially from fo mighty a prince, were fufliciently 
apparent; and the fUccefs which his o\mi arms had 
met with in the war, was not fo great as to increafe 
his authority, or terrily the malcontent^ from oppo- 
fition. The defire of power, likewife, which had 
engaged Charles 'in theie precipitate meafures, had 
lefs proceeded, wc may obferve, from ambition, than 
from love of eafe. fitrici; limitations of the confli- 


tution rendered the conducl of bufinef', complicated 
and troublefome ; and it was impoffiblt; for him, 
without much contrivance and intrigue, to procure 
the money ncceiTary for his pleafures, or even for 
the regular fupport of government. When the 
profpeft, therefore, of fuch dangerous oppofition 
prefented itfelf, the fame love of eafe inclined him 
to retraft what it feemed fo difficult to maintain ; 
and his turn of mind, naturally pliant and carelcl's, 
made him find little objoflion to a mcafurc vidneh a 
' more haughty prince would have embraced with the 
utmofl reluctance. That he might yield witli the 


Bfchra- 
tion of in- 
diiigrnc^' 
recailcd. 


belter grace, he alked the opinion of the houfe of 
peers, who advifed him to comply with the com¬ 
mons. Accordingly the king feiit for the declara¬ 
tion^ and with this own hands broke the feals. The 
commons exprefied the utmoft fiuisfaclioc with this 


.meafure, and the mod entire duty to his majefty. 
Charjes aflured them that he would willingly pafs 
any la^ offered him, \vhich might tend to give them 
. fatisfaClion in alf,their juft grievances. 

Shaft esbu^V, when he found the king recede at 
once from fd capital a point, which he had publicly 
declared refolutidn to maintain, concluded that all 
fehemes for' enlarging royal authority were vanifiied, 

and 
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0,nd that Oharles ^fras utterly incapable of purfuing C H a p. 
fuch «diflFicult and fuch hazardous meafures. The 
parliament, he forefaw, might pufli their inqvfirie? 

’ into thofe counfels, which were fo generally odious; * 
and the king, from the fame facility of difpofition, 
might abandon his ininifters to their vengeance. 

He Vefolvcd, therefoie, to make his peace in time 
with that party which was likely to predominate, 
and to atone for all his violances in favour of mo¬ 
narchy, by like violences in oppofition to it. Never 
turn was more hidden, or lefs calculated to fave 
appearances. Immediately, he entered into all the 
cabals of the country party ; ^and difeovered to them, 
perhaps magnifiexi, the arliitrary defigns of the court, 
in which he himfelf had borne fo deep a (hare. He 
was received with open arms by that party, a.vho 
Hood in need of fo able a'leader ; and no queftions 
were alked with regard* to his lat« apoftacy. The 
various fadlions into which thq nadon had been 
divided, and the many fudden revolution'^ to which 
the public had b^cn expofed, had tended much 
to debatich the minds of men, and to deftroy the 
fenfe of honour and decoruAi in their public con- 
duft. 

But the parliament, ^ though fatisfied with the 
king’s compliance, had not loft all thofe apprehen- 
fions, to which the meafureS of the court had given 
fo much foundation. A law paffed /or imp«fing a 
t^ft on all who fliould enjoy any public*office. Be¬ 
sides taking the oaths* of allegiance and fupremacy, 
and receiving the facrameiit in the eftablifhed 
church ; they wire obliged to abjure all* belief in 
the doftrine of tranfubftantiatiqn. the diifent- 
ersdiad feconded th*e efforts of the cofhmons qgainft 
thtf king’s declaration'of indulgence^ • ai^d feemed 
refolute to accept of no toleration ii| an illegal mart* 
ner, they had acquired great favour withhe par- 
liaiQen^j and a project was adoptod to unite the 

whole* 
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r, whole proteftant intereft againft the common 
enemy, who now began to appear formidable^ A 
bill paiild the commons for the cafe and relief of 

A 

the proteftant non-conformifts ; but met with 
fume difficulties, at leall delays, in the houfe of 
ncers. • , 

I'hk refoliition for fupply was carried into a law; 
as a rccompcnce to the king for his concellions. 
An a^t, likewife, of general pardon and indemnity 
was paffed, which fcrecned the miniders from all 
larthcr inquiry. The parliament probal>ly thought, 
that the belt method of reclaiming the <’riminals 
was to Ihew them that their calc was not tleiperate. 
Even the rcmonllrance,' which the commons voted 
of their grievances, may be regarded as a proof, 
that their anger was, for the time, fomewhat ap- 
peafed. None’of the capital points are there touch¬ 
ed on ; the breach of the triple league, the French 
alliance, or the Ihutting up of the exchequd*. The 
foie grievances mentioned are, an arbitrary impofi- 
tion on coals for providing convoys, the exercife of 
martial law, the quartering and pfelling of foldiers; 
and they prayed, that, after the conclufion of the 
war, the whole army Ihould be dilbanded. The 
king gave them a gracious, though an evafive an- 
fvver. When bufincfs was linillied, the tw'o houfes 
atljourned thcmfelvcs. 

'fHouGH the' king had receded from his decla- 
radoh of indulgence, and thereby hud tacitly rclin- 
qiiilbed the dilpenfing power,, he was hill refolved, ' 
notwithftandintr his bad fuccefs both at home and 
abroad, to perfeverc in his allianbc with France, 
and in the Dutch war, and confequently in all thole 
fecret views, whatever they werej' which depended 
on thole fatal,'meafures. 'Eli'S money,' granted by 
parliament, Ihffi’ced to equip a fleet, of .vhich prince 
Rupert was declared admiral:- For the d'ke was 
fet aflde Uy the left. Sir Edward Sprague ..dd the 
. earl 
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carl tif Oflory c ohimanded under the prince. A C ii a p. 
Freitch fquadron joined them, comniauJed by 
d’Etrees. The combined fleets fet fail towards the 
coalt of Holland, and found the enemy, lyir 


vl;' 


slit. 


anc’.ior, within the fands at Schonvelt. Th'Te 1 
naluruhcon.nhon attending fea-fights, even beyom 
other militarv tranfaftions, derived from the pre¬ 
carious operations of v/itids and tides, as well as 
from the fmoke and darknc.^'s in which every thing 
is there involved. No wonder, therefore, that ac- 
couiius of thofe battles are apt to contain uncertain¬ 
ties and contradiclions; efpecially when delivered 
by writers of the hoitile njitions, who take pleal’ure* 
in exahhig the.advantag «3 of their own countrymen, 
and deprefling thofe of the enemy. All w^e can fay , 
with certainty of this battle is, that ht>t.h ndcsdioafl:- 
cd of the vidory ; and \ve may thence infer, that 
the event was not declfive. 'rhe*Dutch, being near 
home, Tetired into their harbours. *In a week they 
w^erc refitted, and prefented themfelves 'again to the 
combined fleets. , A new adlion enfued, not more 4th j«r«, 
decifive than the foregoing. It was not fought with 
great obllinacy on cither *fide j but whether thei”’^*' 
Dutch or the allies firft* retired, feems to’be a mat¬ 
ter of uncertainty. Tl)e lofs in the former of *thefe 
actions fell chiefly on the French, whom the Eng- 
lifli, diffident of their intentions, took care to place 
under their own fquadrons ; and they thereby ex- 
pofed them to all the fire of the enemy. Tffere 
* feems not to have tieen a fhip loll on either fide in 
the fecond engagement. • * 

It was fufficient glory to de Ruyterj that, tvlth 
a fleet much inferior to the yOmliined fquadrons of 
Krance and England^^hc could figHt ^them, without 
dny notable diladvantage ; and it w;a6^ biflicient vic¬ 
tory, that he could defeat the prr^eft of a defceifrili 
’ Zeal^d, which, had it taken place, h*ad ej>.dangered, 
in the prefent circumflances, the total overthrow 

Tof 
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C H A p. of the Dutch conunonwealfh. Pifiice Rupert v/as 

fufpeclccl not to favour the king’s projt-fts'for 
, 5 yj, fubduihg Holland, or cnlargitig his authority at 
home; and from thefe motives, he was thought not 
to have prefied fo hard on the enemy, as his well- 
known valour gave reafon to expeft. It is 'indeed 
remarkable, that, during this Avar, though the Kng- 
lifh, with their allies, much over-matched the Hol¬ 
landers, they were not‘able to gain any advantage 
over them; while, in the former war, though often 
overborne by numbers, they lull exerted themfelves 
with the greatert courage, and always acquired great 
lenowm, Ibmctimes even Pgnal victories. But they 
were difgulted at the prefent meafures, \vhich they 
deemed pernicious to their country ; they were not 
latisfied in the juflice of the quarrel; and they en¬ 
tertained a perpetual jealoufy of their confederates, 
whom, had they been permitted, they w'oul^ with 
much more pleaiure, have deftroyed, than e^n the 
enemy themlelves. 

If prince Rupert was not favourable to the defigns 
of the court, he enjoyed as little favour from the 
'court, at lealt from the duke, who, though he could 
no longer command the fleet,’(till polTefled the chief 
authority in the admiralty. The prince complained 
of a total want of every thing, powder, fliot, pro- 
vifions, beer, and even water; and he went into 
hartjour, that he might refit his /hips, and fupply 
their numerous nece/Iities. After fome weeks he 


was refitted, and he again put to fea. The ho/lile 
jith of fleets met at the mouth of the Texel, and fought 
Another la/l‘battl6, which, during the courfe of fo many 
fea-fight. .years, thefe neij^hbouring maritime powers have 
difputed with fgph other. De^,Ruyter, .and under'_^ 
him Tromp, .cplijmandefd the Dutch .in this aftion, 
as^n'the'two farmer: Ii*or the,prince of Orange 
had recondled thefe gallant rivajs; and they retain¬ 
ed nothing of theif former animofity, except that 
’ ' 7 . \ emulation* 
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emulation, which made them exert themfelves with chap. 
mo|e diftiaguiflied bravery againft the enemies of 
their country. Brankert was oppofed to d’Etrccs, ,673. 
<le Ruyier to prince Rupert, Tromp to Sprague, 

It Is to be remarked, that in all adlions thefe brave 
admirajs laib mentioned had fl.il 1 felecled each other, 
as. the only antagonifts worthy each other’s valour; 
and no decifive advantage had as yet been gained 
by either of them. 1 hey, fought in this battle 
as if there were no mean between death and vic¬ 
tory. 

D’ 'Etrees and all the French fquadron, except 
rear-admiral Martel, kept at a dlflance, and Braii^ 
kert, iiiftead of attacklng^them, bore down to the 
afliftance of de Ruyier, who was engaged in furious 
combat with prince Rupert. On no occafion did 
the prince acquire more deferved* honour : His 
conduct, as well as .valour, flioiic 'out with fignal 
luftre.« I laving difengaged his fquadron from the 
numerous enemies with whom* he was •every where 
furrounded, and having joined fir John Chichley, 
his rear-admiral' who had been Separated from 
him, he made hafle to the? relief of Sprague, who^. 
was hard prelTed hy 'I'romp’s fquadron. 'Ine Royal 
Prince, in wliich Sprague firll engaged, was fo 
difabled, that he was 'obliged to hoift; his flag on 
board the St. George; while Tromp was for a like 
reafon qjiligcd to quit his fliip, the Golden Lion, 
and go on board the Comet. The fight was^e- 
newfcd with, the utmpfl; fury by thefe valorous rivals, 
and by the rear-admirals, their feconds. Oflbry, • 
rear-admiral tc^ Sprague, was preparing to board 
Tromp, when he faw the St. pa^ge terribly* torn, 
and in a manneV difabled. ’Spra^e was leaving • 
her, in order to hoift'his flag on board a third (hip, 
and return to the charge ; ivhtJn a fticJt,* which 
.paifed through the 6t. George, fook his and 
funk lier. The admiral was dro>vjied, to’ the great 

. ,regret 
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c H A P. regret of IVomp himfelf, who beftowed on'his valour 
Lxv, jfjg Jt;ferved praifes. 

PriNC'i; Ruperi found affairs in this dangerous 
fituaiion, and favv moft of the flrips in Spraguc^s 
fejuadron duablcd from figh*- The engagement 
however was renewed, and became very dole and 
bloody, d'hi; prince threw the «ncmy into diford'er. 
To increafe it, he fent among them two firc-fliips; 
and at the fame time iivade a iignal to the F’ench to 
bear down ; which, if they had done, a deeiJive vic¬ 
tory mull have enfued. liut the prince, when he 
faw that they ncglefled his fignal, and obferved that 
•moft of his fliips vere iij no condition to keep the 
fea long, w’iftly proviaed for their faferv,by making 
. ea!y fail low'ards the J'mgiilh coaft. 'I’hc victory in 
this h'lile w'as,as doubtful, as in all the actions 
fought during the prefent v^ar. 

Tiiii turn which the affaifs of the Hollanders 
took by land, was more favourable. The prince of 
Orange bclicged and took Naerdcn ; and from this 
fucceis gave his cemniry realbn to lu^pe for ftiil more 
profperous enterprifes. Moiitecuciili, who com- 
•'/nanded the Iniperialilts ’ on the Upper Rhine, de¬ 
ceived, by the molt artful fconduft, the vigilance 
and penetration of Turenne, ^and making a I’udden 
inarch, fat down before Bonne. The prince of 
Orange’s conouct w^as no lefs mafterly ; while he 
eluded aK the I'Vcuch generals, and leaving them 
* belund him, jbiiied his army to that of the Impe- 
rialills. Eonne was t:v\en in a lew days: Several 
*^other places iir tlic ileclorate of Cologne fell into 
the "lu’.nds l! the allies : And the communic.,tion 
being ftuH' cut-eff bgLwccn I'rancg and the United 
’ Provinces, Lew Js w’as c’)liged ,to recall^ his forces, 
and to abui iii<;n^all lu‘‘> conquefts, with greater ra- 
pl&iLy than he had,ai firft made them. The taking 
of M'.eftUcht was the only advantage w'hic^ he 
gained this campaign. 

A .CON- 
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A coNc?RESs \v^s opened at Cologne, under the chap. 
mediation df Sweden; but with iinall hopes of 
fuccefs. The demands of the two kings werd fuch ,<^73, 
as mult have reduced the Hollanders to ])erpetual Conpefs 
fervitude. In proporlion as the affairs of the States ^ 
ride, tile kings funk in their, demands; but the 
Sta*tcs ftill funk lower in their offers; anti it was 
found impoflil'.ie for the parties ever to agree on any 
conditions. iMter the i'rtiich evacuated Holland, 
the co^igrefs I'lolte tip; and the feizure of ])rincu 
Wiiliani of f’lndtaburg by the Impcrialifts afforded 
the French and’Englifh a good pretence for leaving 
Cologne, d'he Dutch aiiibafladors, in their me-* 
morials, exprefleJ all the* haughtinels and difdain, fo 
natural to a free flatc, which had met with fuch un- • 
merited ill ulage. . » 

The parliantent of F.rfgland was jtiow alfembled, loth oa. 
and difeovered much’ greater Tymptoms of ill hu¬ 
mour than had appeared in thi> lait*feiiion. 'J'h.ey 
had feen for* foine time a negotiation oi marriage 
carried on belwcep the duke of York and the arch- 
duriiels of Infpruc, a catholic of tlic AuUrian fa¬ 
mily ; and they had made no oppoliiiou. ^But when* 
that negotiation failed,’and the duke applied to a 
princefs of the houfe.of Modena, then in tlol'c 
alliance with France ; this circumflance, joined to 
lo many other grounds of difeontent, railed the 
commons into a flame, and they remonfLritied.whth 
the greatell zeal againft the intended marriage. The 
king told them, tlidt their remonltranec came too 
late ; and that the marriage was already agreed on, 
and even celebrated by proxy. The coftnnoos Hill 
infilled ; and proceeding to thu? examination of the 
other parts of governjijent, they vot^ the flanding 
afmy a grievance, and declaT<;d, tljat, they wo uld 
grant no more fupply, unrefs it ippgarcJ, • that 
’Dutcjji were fo obllinate as to refufe all trJtvfonable 
conditions of peace. I’d cut fliort thefe difagrceable 

attack*. 
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CHAP, attacks, the king refolved to prorogue the parliament J 
and with that intention he came unexpeftedly to 
1673. the houlb of peers, and fcnt the uflier to fummon . 

4ih Nov. the commonsi It happened, that the fpeaker and 
the ufiier nearly met at the door of the houfe; but 
the fpeaker being wifhin, fome of the members fud- 
denly Unit the door, and cried, To the ebair^ to the 
chair ; while others cried, The black rod is at the. 
door. The fpeaker was hurried to the chair; and 
the following motions were infbntly made! * That 
the alliance with France is a grievance; that thb 
evil counfellors about the king are a grievance; that 
’ the duke of Lauderdale k a grievance, and not fit to 
be trufted or employed. There was a general cry, 

> To the qitejiion, to the quejiion : liut the ulher knock¬ 
ing violently at the door, the fpeaker leaped from 
the chair, and the houfe rofe in great conf^ufion. 

During the interval, Shaftelbury, whofe intrigues 
with the malcontent party were now become noto¬ 
rious, was difinilfed from the office of chancellor; 
and the great leal was given to fir Heneage Finch, 
by the title of lord keeper. The teft had incapaci- 
'•lated Clifford ; and the white ftaff was conferred on 
fir Thomas Olborne, fooii after created earl of 
Danoy, a minifter of abilities, who had rifen by 
his parliamentary talents. Clifford retired into the 
country, and foon after died. 

The 'parliament had been prorogued, in order 

7th FttS. fQ gjyg duke leifure to finifh his marriage; but 

the king’s neccflitics foon obliged him dgain to af- 
femble them; and by Ibme popular afts he* paved 
the'^way fbi the feflion. But all his efforts were in 
vain. The di^tlft bf the commons was fixed in 
foundations top deep* t© be e^fily removed. They 
began with .applications for a general faff ; by which 
ifUty intimated., that the nation was in a very cala¬ 
mitous condition : They addrefled againft the king’s 
guards, which they reprefeiued as dangerous to 

liberty. 
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Ubert)^ and even' Js illegal, fince they never had yet C H a p, 
received the’fanftion of parliament: They took fome ■ ^ 

ffeps towards edablifliing a new and more rigorous 1674. 
telt againft popery : And what chiefly alarmed the 
C(mrt, they made an attack on the members of the 
cabal, to whofe pernicious counfels they imputed 
all ‘their prel’ent grievances. Clifford was dead: 
Shafrelbury had made his peace with the country 
party, and was become thei? leader: Buckingham 
was endeavouring to imitate Shaftcibury j but his in¬ 
tentions were as yet known to very few. A motion 
was therefore made in the houfe of commons for his 
impeachment; lie defired jo be heard at the bar;* 
but expreffed hunfelf iti lb confufed and ambiguous 
a manner, as gave little fatisfaflion. He was re- 
<]uircd to anfwer precifely to certain queries, which 
they propofed to him. d'hefe regarded all the ar¬ 
ticles of mifeonduft above mentioned; and among 
the relt, the following query feeing remarkable; 

“ By whole .advice was the army brought up to 
“ overawe the de^tates and refolutions of the houfe 
“ of commons This (hews to what length the 
fufpicions of the houfe were at that time carried,* 
Buckingham, in all hi§ anfwers, endeavoured to 
exc ' *^0 himfelf, and tq load Arlington. He fuc- 

ce< - . n the former intention: 'fhe commons 
VO. drefs for his relnoval. Put Arlington, 

who was on many accounts obnoxious to the houfe, 
was attacked. Articles w ere drawn up againft him, 

'though the impeachment was never profccuted. 

Thk king plainly faw that he could expeft no 
fupply from the ’Commons for carrying or? a warffo 
odious to them. He refolved therefore to make a 
feparate peace with the ^Dutch, on tWe terms .which 
thtJy had propofed through the-chani\,el of the Spa- 
nilh ambaffador. * With a cofdiality, which,, in tlx^ 
prefpnt difpofitibn' on 'both Tides, was probably but 
affefted*, but which was obliging, he aiked advice 
VoL., VIl. .LI of 
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*"lxv ^ parliament. The parliament tnanimoufly 

1 —. concurred, both in thanks for this gracious ennde- 
1674. feenfion, and in their advice for peace. Peace was 

Hollaiid '*' accordingly concluded. The honour of the flag was ’ 
yielded to the Dutch in the mofl extcnfive terms: 
A regulation of trade was agreed to : All pofleilions 
were reltored to the fame condition as before’ the 


war : The Englifli planters in Surinam were allowed 
to remove at pleafure; And the States agreed to pay 
to the king the fum of eight hundred thoufand pa- 
tacoons, near three hundred thoufand pounds. Four 
^SiliTtb. days after the parliament w^as prorogued, the peace 
V* was proclaimed in London to the great joy of the peo¬ 
ple. Spain had declared that Ihe co,uld no longer re¬ 
main neuter, if hoftililies were continued againll Hol¬ 
land,.; and a fenfible decay of trade was foreleen, in 
cafe a rupture fhould cnfive with that kingdom. U’he 
profpeft of this lofs contributed very much to increal'e 
the national a^erfiqti to the prelent w ar, and to en¬ 
liven the jdy for its concluhon. 

1’herk was in the French ier^icc a great body of 
Englifh, to the number of ten thoufand men, who 
. had acquired honour in'every aftion, and had greatly 
contributed to the fuccefles of Lewis. Thefe troops, 
Charles faid, he was bound by treaty not to recall j but 
he obliged himfelf to the States by a fecret article, not 
to allow them to be recruited. His partiality to P ranee 
prevented a Uriel execution of tliis engagement. 
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NOTE [A], 1^41.' 

T hat Laud’s/evcrlty was not extreme appears from 
this fadl, that he caufed the a£ls or records of the 
high comniiinun court to be fearched, and found that there' 
had been fewer fufpenfionsj deprivations, and otKcr punilh» 
ments, by three, during the feven years of his time, than 
in any feven years of his * predecelTor Abbot; who was 
notwithftanding in great efteem with the houfe of com¬ 
mons., troubles and Trials of Laud, p. {6^. But Abbot 
was little attached to the court, and w'as ajfo a purit&iMii 
dodlrine, and bore a mortal hatred to the papifts : Not to 
"mention, that*the mutitfbus fpirit was rifing higher in the 
time of Laud, and would Icfs bear controls The maxims, 
however, of his adihiniftration were the fame tlrat had e^er 
prevailed in England, and that ha\4 pl^u in every other 
European nation, extept Holland,* whicl» lludied chiefly 
th^*interells of «ommerc<5,*and l^rance, wMA was fettered 
by edi£ls and treaties. To ha\e charjgeSl tlfepi for ti2£a 
modern maxims of toleration, how "rcafonable foever, 
Would liave been deemed a very bold and dangerous enter- 
priff. It is a principle advanced by prefident Montefquieu, 
that, -where the magillrate ig fatisfied with th® eftaWifhed 

\J I 2 religion, 



NOTES TO THE SEVENTH VOLUME. 

religion, he ought to reprefs the firft attempt^ towards Iiv 
novation, and only giant a toleration to fe£\s that arc \Vii- 
fufed and eftabUfhed. See TF-fprit des Loix, liv. 25. chap* 
10. According to this principle. Laud’s indulgence to 
the catholics, and feverity to the puritans, would admit of 
apology. I own, however, that it is very cjueftlonahic, 
whether pcrfecution can in any cafe be juilified; But, at 
the fame time, it wouM be hard to give that appellation to 
Laud's condu£l, who only enforced the adl of uniformity, 
and expelled the clergymen that accepted of benefices, and 
yet refufed to obferve the ceremonies, which they pre- 
vioufly knew to be enjoined by law. He never refufed 
them feparate places ot worfliip; becaufe they theinfelvc.^ 
"would have clleemed it impious to demand them, and no 
lefs impious to allow them. 


NOTE [lJ],^p. 6S. 


•I 


BiRCli has written a trcatlfe on tl.is fubjccl. L 
^ is not lay bufinefs to oppofe any fadls contained in 
that gentleman’s performance. I ftiall only produce ar¬ 
guments wliitli prove that'Glamorgan, wlicn he received 
his private'commifTion, had injundlicns from the king to 
acl .altogether in concert with Ormond, (i.) It feenv 
TiN Le inkplied in the very words'of the commiflion. Gla- 
mtjrgan is mpowered and authorifed to treat and conclude 
with the confederate Roman* catholics in Ireland. “ if 
** ,upon lU'celfity any (ari'ulvs) be condefeended unto, 
** wherein the king's lieutenant cannot fo well be feen in, 
as not fit for us at prefeut publiJy to own.” Here no 
articles are meidloncd, whidi arc not fit to be communi- 
cat- d to Ormond, hut only not fit for him and the king 
publicly to be fcpn in, anil to avow. (2.) The king’s 
protefiatiou to Ormojul ought, both on account of that 
prince’s charafler, and the renfors he alfigns, to have the 
^eatell weight Tl'e words arc thefc: Ormond, I 

cauno* out add my long h-iter, that, upon the w'ord 
of a Chriliiaii, I never intended Glamorgan Ihould treat 
anything wutlrcut your approuaiion, much lefs without 
your knowledge. 1 or bciidcs the injury to you, J was 

I always 
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j:lwayK tUfiidcnt of liis juclgment (though I could not 
think him fo extremely v/euk as now to my cult I have 
“ found)", which you may cafdy perceive in a pollfcTipi 
of a letter of mine to you/’ Carte, vol. ii. App. xxiii. 
It IS imnoflible that any man of honour, hou'ever he might 
diflembie with his enemies, would aflert a fallehood Iv fo 
fol cmn a manner to his bell friend, cfpecially wJierc that 
ptri >11 mult have had opportunities of knowing the truth. 
The letter, wl.ofe pulLfeript mentioned by the king,• is 
to be fountl in Carte, vol. ii. App. xiii. (3.) As the king 
had really fo low an opinion of Clamorgun’s hnderftand- 
ing, it is very unlikely that lie w^ould trull him uith the 
foie management of fo important and delicate a treaty 
, And if lie liad intended that Glamorgan’s negotiation 
fhould have^bccti indepcndVnt of Ormond, he vi’ould never 
have told the latter nobleman of it, nor have put him on 
his guard againll Glamorgan's imprudence. Titat the 
king judged aright of this •nobleman’s charaflcr, appears 
/rom his Century Aris or Scantliny^ oj^lnwntious^ which 
a ridiculous compound of Hes, cliinueras, and impofli- 
bilities, and fliews what might be expefKi^i from fuch a 
man- (4.) Mr. Carte has publiftied a whole fevics of the 
king's correfpondeace wdth Ormond, from the time that 
Glamorgan came into Ireland; and it is evident that 
Charles all along confiders the lord lieutenant as the perfoif 
who was condu£ling the ifegotiations with the Irifli. The 
31ft of July 1645, after the battle of Nafeby, beiiyg re¬ 
duced to great flraits, he'writes earnelUy to Ormond to 
conclude a peace upon certain conditions mentioned, much 
inferior to thofe granted by Glamorgan ; and to come 
over liimfelf with all the Irifli he could ei>gage in hfsWcr- 
vice. Ca:te, vol. hi. No. 400. This would have been u 
great abfurdfty, If he *had already fixed a dlfTerciit canal, 
by which, on very different conditions,* lie purpoled to 
cilablifli a peace. ' On the aad of October, as*lns diittfffe^ 


nml *ply, he foniewlint enlarges •Uie ^ividitions, tJiongh 
tlioy ftill fall fliort* of Glamorgan’s : \ new ablurdity ^ 
S^e Carte, vol. iii. p. 4S.J. (sO, U'liat is equivalent 
to a demonftratloi^, that Glamorgan was^'onft^nis thathi* 
had no powder to conclude a treaty an thefe fermsjl^ or 
\vitIio^t confuking* the lord lieutenant, and dkt not even 
cxpc£l that .he king would ratify the Articles, is the dc- 
feu'^ance which Ini gave to fhe Irilh council at the time of 

I •LI * fjgning 


I 
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figning the treaty. ** The earl of Glamorgan docs no 
“ way intend hereby to oblige his majcdy other than he 
himfclf lhall pleafe, after he has received thefc 10,000 
men as a pledge and tefllmony of the fail! Roman ca- 
thohcs loyalty and fidelity to his majefty; yet he pro- 
mifes faithfully, upon his word and honour, not to ac- 
“ quaint his majefty with this defeazance, till he had en- 
“ deavoured, as far as in him lay, to induce his majefty 
“ to the granting of the particulars in the faid articles : 
But that done, the faid commilfioners difeharge the faid 
earl of Glamorgan, both in honour and confoience, of 
any farther engagement to them therein; though his 
majefty fliould not be pleafed to grant the faid particulars 
in the articles mentioned'; the faid earl having given 
“ them afl'urance, upon his woid, honour, and voluntary 
»oath, that he would never, to any perfon whatfoever, 
difeo: cr this defeazance in the interim without their 
confents.’' Ur. Birch, p. 9C. All Glamorgan’s view 
was to get troops for tlie king’s firvice without hurting 
his own honour tr his mailer’s. The wonder only is, 
why the Irilh > ccepted of a treaty, which bound nobody, 
and which the very perfon w'ho concludes'it, feems to 
confefs he docs not expect to be ratihed. They probably 
hoped that the king would, from their fcrvlces, be more 
ttifily induced to ratify a treaty which was concluded, than 
to confent to its conclufion. (6.*) 1 might add, that the 
lord litutenant’s concurrence in the trcuiy was the more 
rcquifite; becaufe without it the treaty could not be car¬ 
ried into execution by Gljmorg*an, nor the Irifti troops 
be tranfported into’ England: And even with Ormond’s 
cono’jr'rence, it clearly appears, that a treaty, fo ruinous 
to the proteftaiit religion in Ireland, could not be executed 
in oppofition to the zealous proteftiints in tifat kingdom. 
No one can doubt of this truth, who perufes Ormond’s 
corrcfpondcn'ce in Mr. Carte. The king' was fulficiently 
apprized of this di/ficufty. It appears indeed to be the 
' only reafon why Ormond objefted to t’ae granting of high 
terms to the Irifh'catholics." 

• Ur. Bird,),' In ‘p. 360. has publiflied a letter of the 
king’s to Glamorgan, where he fay.^ “ Howbeit I know 
« you cannot be but confident of _my making good,all in-' 
** ftrudlions and prftmifes to you and the nuncio.” But 
it*is to be remarked,, that this letter is dated in ^pril 

'I 1646 i 
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; after there had been a new negotiation entered into 
between Glamorgan and the Irilh, and after a provifional 
treaty had even been concluded between them. See Dr. 
Jiirch, p. 179. Tlic king’s afliirances, therefore, can 
pli^inly ralaie only to this recent tranfaCtion. The old 
treaty had long been difavowed by the king, and fuppofsd 
by ail parties to be annulled. 


NOTE [C], p. 105. 

i 

CATiMONEF, Ludlow, Hoflis, See. all thefc, cfpcciidly 
tliclaft, benng the declared Inveterate enemies of Crom- 
.wel, are the more to be credited, wlicn they advance any 
lacf, which may ferve to apului^i/.t for* his violent and 
criminal conducl. There prevails a llory, that Cromwel 
intercepted a letter written to the qiu^cn, where the king 
faid, that he would lirfl; raifr, and Uicn cfcllroy Cromwel. 
lJut, befidesth^Vt this condurt feems to condradift the cha¬ 
racter of the king, It is, on other accounts, totally unworthy 
of credit. It is firlt^told by Roger Coke, a very paflionatc 
and foolifli hillorian, who wroiK; too fo late as king Wil- ^ 
iiam^s reign \ and even lic/neniions it only as<i mere ru¬ 
mour or hearfay, without any known foundation. In the 
memoirs oi lord Broghill, .we meet with another (lory of 
an intercepted letter whicludefcrves feme more attention, 
and agrees very well with the narration here given. It is 
thus related by Mr. Maurice, chaplain to Rogev earl of 
Orrery ; “ Lord Orrery, in the time of Iiis^grcatncfs \*th 
Cromwel, ijaft after had fo feafonably relieved him 
in his great diftrefs at Clonmcll, riding out of Youghall 
one day with hiji and Ircion, they fell into difcoiy-fc, 
“ about the king^s death. Cromwel thereupon faid^iore 
than once, that if J;he king had fio1lov?bd his own judg- 
rnent, and had been at^e^itled \y/ none bu^ y'ully fsrvants, 
“ he had fooled them all; and that once jh^Jiad a mind 
to have clofed \^ith him ; b?it, upon fomcfhing tlJat* 
happened, fell- off from that defign. Orrery finding 
them* in good liumour^ and being ^lone with them, 
alked, if he might prefume to defire to kno\y, why the^^ 

L^/4 would 



NOTES TO TtlE SEVENTH VOLUMJ.. 


would once have clofed with his majefty, afld why they 
** did not? Cromwel very freely told him, he would hi- 
tisfy him in both his queries, rcafon (fays he) 

** why we would have clofed with the kinp wastliis : We 
f*mnd that the Scotch and prefbyterians began to be 
** m re pnverful than 'U'c, and were likely to agree w.uh 
him, and leave us in the lurch. For this rcafon wc 
t! ought it bell to prevent them, by ofl'ering firll to come 
in upon reafonable coneWtions; Bui wliilll our thouglits 
« were taken up with this fubjedt, tliere came a letter to 
“ us from one of our fpics, who was of the king’s bed- 
chamber acquainting us, that our final doom w-as de- 
f** cretd that very day ; that he could not pofTibly learn 
what it was, but wc mighv difeover it, if wc could but. 
intercept a letter fent irom the king to the queen, 
wherein he infonned her of hU refohuion ; that this 


IcttOl was fown up in the Ikirt of a fnddlc, and tlie 
bearer of it would come wikh tlic faddle upon his head 
** about ten of the clock that ii?ght to the Blue Boar in 
Holborn, whett he,was to fake horfe for Dover. "I'he 
mefilnger ‘knew nothing of the letter in the faddle, 
though fonie in Dover did. We were at Wind for 
“ (faid Cromwel) when we received \his letter, and iin- 
. mediately upon the receipt of it, Ireton and I rcfolvcd 
to lake one trufty fellow with us, and to go in troopers 
habits to that inn. We du*l fo; and leaving our man 
at'tlie gate of the inn (which had a wicket only open 
to let pcifons in and out), to^ watch and give us notice 
when any man came in witli a faddle, we went into a 
drinking hall- We there continued drinking cans of 
beer till about ten of the clock, when ourccntinel at the 


gate gave us notice that the man with the faddle was 
come. Wc.rofe up prefentJy, and juft as*"the man was 
leading out hi^ horfe faddled, wc came up to him with 
tfra'wn fMfords, and told him we were to fcarch all that 
“ went in and wu« thdTje; but as he looked like an honeft 
man,, we wtyjld only Ijearch his faddle, and fo difmifs 
him. The fiddle was ungirt'j we carried it into the 
ftall wjiere ‘heSiad been, drinking, and ripping open one 
“ of the. Ikirts,*- w'e there found, the, letter we wanted. 
Having ^hus got it into our hai;ids, we delivered the man 
(whom we had* left with our centincl) his faddle, told 

‘I 
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him he w^s an honefl’ fellow, and bid him go about his 
“ bufinefs; which he did, purfuing his journey \l^itliout 
more ado, anJ ignorant of the harm he had fuilcrcd. 
We found in the letter, that his majefty acquainted the 
“ quecn,that he was courted by both fadlions, the Scotch 
•jrefbytcrlans and the army; and that thofe which bade 
** the faireft for him fhould have him ; But yet he thought 
** he fhould clofe with the Scots fooner than with the 
“ other. Upon this we returned to Windfor ; and find- 
“ ing we were not like to have go d terms from the king, 
we from that time vowed his dellrudtion.” “ This re- 
lation fuiting well enough with other palTagcs and cir- 
cumllances at this time, I have inferted to gratify thij 
^ reader’s curiofity.” Cartel Ormond, vol. ii. p. 12, 


NOTE ’[D], p. 108. 

*^HESE are^the w'ords : “ Lanerlc; I wander to ]>ear 
* (if that be true) that fonie of my friends fixy, that 
‘‘ my going to Jerftfy would have much more furthered my 
perfonal treaty, than my coijiing hither, for which as 
fee no colour of reafon, fo I liad not been here, if I hacf 
“ thought that fancy truej or had not been fecured of a 
“ pcrfonal treaty; of which 1 neither do, nor I*hope , 
“ will repent: For I aip daily more and more fatlsfied 
“ with the governor, and find thefe iflanders very good, 
peaceable, and quiet people. This’ encouragement I 
“ have thought not unfit for you to receive, hoping at 
leaft it ma^ do good upon others, though needlefs to 
“ you.” Burnet’s Me’moirs of Hamiltov, p. 326. Sec, 
alfo Rufliworth, jart 4. vol. ii. p. 941.* All the writers 
of that age. except Clarendon, repn f. nt tJie’klng’* }^)in^ 
to the ifle of Wight as voluntary ^xd intendedr Perhaps 
thp king thought it little for jiis credi^to bc“lfcpanned * 
into this meaftire, and more yvilling fq’take it on him- 
felf as entirely voluntary. Peiliap?i ly: ^hilugtt^ it wculd 
encourage his frjeiyls, if they thought? him in fituation 
wbichtwas not (iifagrceaj^le to him, 
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NOTE [EJ, p. 126. 

king comjiofed a letter to the prince. In \j']uch he 
^ related the whole CJiirfe oi this tranfaftion. and ac¬ 
companied his narrative with fcvcral wife, as well as pa- 
ihetical rctle£lions and advices, 'I'he words with which 
he concluded the letter aro rcmarkablc, “ liy wli.it liath 
been laid, you fee how long I have laboured in the 
fearch of peace : Do not you be dllheartcncd to tread 
in the fame Heps. Ufe all worthy nicatis to rellorc 
yourfelf to your rights, but prefer the vay of peace: 
Shew the greatnefs of yiur mind, rather to conquer*' 
your enemies by pardoning, tlian by punilhuig. If you 
^ faw how unmanly and unchriftian the implacable dif- 
pufit^n is in our Ul-winuTb, you would avoid tliai fpirit. 
Cenfure me nr)t foi having parted with fo much of our 
right. The piice was great; 'but the commodity wjs 
fccurity to us,v»peacc to niy people. And 1 am con- 
** fidcnt tt\at«aiiotlicr parliameiu would renrember, how 
ufcful a king's power is to a people’s liberty ; of how^ 
much power I diveded myfcif, th.ti I and they might 
meet once again in a parliamentary way, in order to 
agree the bouiuis of prince and people. fiive belief to 
my experience, never to affecl more greatneis or prero- 
“ gativc, than what is really and iniriidically for the 
‘‘ good of the fubjecls, not thc^fatisfadlioii of favourites. 
If you thus ufe it, you will ruverwant means to be 
a fatherjto all, and a bountiful prince to any, wliom you 
irfcjl'me to be ^extraordinarily gracious to. You may 
** perceive that all men entruft their treafure wlicrc it re- 
turns them ijitcrelt; and if a prince, like the fea, re- 
ceive and repay all the frcfli dreams, which the rivers 
**• erlcrud with liim, they will not grudge, but pride them- 
fdves to makc'Iiin up an ocean, 'piefe confiderations 
* ** may njkkc yourf&s great ^*pf 5 nce as your father is a Iqw 
** one; and ydpY date piay be Vb much the more eda- 
bViflicd^ ,as toWic.baitli been fliakcn.* For our fubjc£ls 
“ have learned, i dire fay, that vid^ories over their princes 
are but tliumphs over ihcmfelves, and fo will mor e un- 
willingly hearken to changes hereafter. The FnglHh 
‘ • •. * nation 
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natipn are aiober people, however at prefent infatuated. 

I know not but this may be the lull tlirc I may J'peak 
to you or the world publicly. I am ftnj'iidc into what 
hands 1 am fallen ; and yet, I hiefb God, 1 ha\e thofo 
“ inward refrefliments, which the malice of my enemies 
cannot perturb. 1 have learned tp be bufy niyklf, by 
reUring into myfelf; and therefore can the better digelt 
** whatever befals.mt, not doubting but God’s providence 
‘‘ will reftrain our enemies pi^wiy, and turn their fierce- 
** nefs into his praife. To conclude, if ( iod gi\c you fuc- 
cefs, ufe it humbly, and be ever far from revenge. If 
he reftore you to your right on hard conditions, what- 
‘^ver you promife', keep, 'Thefc men, who liave violated 
which they were hound^to preferve, will iind their' 
triumphs full of trouble, • But do not vou think any 
thing in the world wortli attaining hy toul and unjull 
means/* 


KOTE [!■], p.^i.iS: 


imputation of inlincciitv on Cliarlcs L like moll 
party clamours, is difru uir to be u moved ; though it 
may not here be impr(3pcr tif fay fomellnt'g wdtlf regard to 
it. I (hall lirft remark, tliat this imputation feems to, be 
of a later growth than his Viwii age ; and that even his 
enemies, though they loatl^d Jiini with many calumnies, 
did not infifl on this accufation- Ludlow, 1 rliink, is al- 
moft the only parluMiicntarian, wlio imputes ihA vio^to 
him ; and how palhonute a writer he is, mull be obvious 
to every one, • Neither Clarvuden, nor any other of the 
royalifts^ fver juflify liim from inlincciitv ■, j^not fiippofnig 
that lie had ever beto accufed of it. In the fetjond plage, 
his deportment and chara^ler in was frecTroin 

that vice: lie was rJkrvcd, dlilniiT, ilai^lyi ceJJ^n his 
addfcfs, plain iu his diic<vfe, inflexible in»liis piinbiples j 
W'lde of tlie carefiing, infirmutin^ mannergbf im' mu ; jor 
the profelhng, talkative hurnoiir of hisialjjer. the im¬ 
putation of infinccrity mufl be grounded on i'ovft of bis 
publjc aclioOvS, w hich we Vc therefore •in the third place 
to examine. The Ivllowing^are the only iull^iccs M hiclf 

1 find 
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I find c’lft'd to roil firm thnl nccuf.itiuiu (j,) His vouch¬ 
ing lvirl;inghan'»'s n rrative of the tmnfadlions in opain. 
15nt ’ is ( idciU that Cliarlcs himfclf \v:,s deceived : Why 
oti k ife viid he quarrel witli Spain } The following is a 
p tge of a letter from lord KenGngton, ainbafiador lu 
isance, to the duke, of Jiuckiiigliam, Cabbal'i, p. ^ iS. 
But l highnefs (the pnnc»:) liad ohi'erved as great a 
weaknefs and folly as that, in that after they (the 
Spaniards) had ufed ^um fo ifl, they woultl fufl’er him 
«* to depart, wliieh w'as one of the firll; ipcechcs he uttered 
after lie came into the Ihip : But did he fay fo i faid the 
queen (ot France). Yes, in.idam, 1 will allure you, 
quoth !, from the wiiiu is t>f mine own ear.s. 
fniileil ,ind 
lie was, ai 

that was as fi'leiidid as tiiat c(»unlry could aftord It y 
“ hut^.i'n their irivoloiu; delays, ;ind in tlic unreafonablc 
conditions which tlivy prepniiiuled and prefled, upon 
tlic advantage wliieli they had of his princely perfond* 
(a.) 15 p. Burnet,, in his Hillory of the Iloufe of Ilamilton, 
p. 15,4- has .nreferved'a letter of tlic king’s to the Scottilh 
BilhoiJ^, in which he defires them not to be prefent at the 
parliament, where they would be forc ed to ratify the abo¬ 
lition of tlicir own order : ‘‘ For,” adds the king, we 

do hcTthy uflurc you, tnat it fhall be Hill one of our 
chlefeil itudies how to redUfy and eltablifl) the govern- 
nv:iit of that cViurch aright, and to repair your loflls, 
which we defire you to be iilofl confident ol,” And ill 
anc-rh'‘ ^latc, You may refe fecure, tliat though per- 
Inq s ma) give way for the prefent to tliat vviiicli 
•• ypll be prejudicial both to tlic tlmrcli and our own go- 
vernment; yet we fhall not leave thinking in time how 
to ivn.cdy both.*' Jhit tlocs the king fay that he will" 
arbitrarily revoke liis coiictflions : Docs not candour n 
' <}uk*e, us r.Tithcr to fuppofe that lie Iraped liis authority 
w'oid ' fo f rcvjopcr '4..' to enable him to obtain the national 
couleht to re-^^lablillf epifcopacy, t/hich he believed fo 
malcnil a part of rrligloii as w&l) as of government ? It is 
not ' *y thkvk liow he could, hope to effedit this 

purpofe iirany pthcr way than his father had taken, that 1.% 
by confciiit of parliament, (3.) ' Fbere' is a palfage in 
lord Clgtendon ; where it is faid^ that the king aflented the 
more ^esifily, to the bill, which excluded the biftiops from 


replied, Jndc{,d I iiev.ru lie W'as ufed ill. ijo 
fwvrcd ], but not in his i Mtcrtiunment : for 
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tlic Iioufc o*fj)ccrs*i bccaufc he thought, that that law, 
being*enabled by force, could not be valid. But tlic king 
certainly rcaloncd^riglit in that conclulion. Thrce«foiirths 
of the temporal peers were at tliat rime bnnilhed by the 
violence of the populace: Twelve bl(hop:> were unjullly 
tlirmvn iijto the 'I'ower by tlic conimojis : (Jrcat nuinhers 
of the commons thcmfelves were I'cpr uw.iV by fear (^r 
violence : 'Ehe king Linifcli \v.i:> eliaicd iroin London. If 
all (his be not ibree, there is no I'iilIi thin". But ll;is 
fcrnplc of the king's adb<^h only fhe Mlliops' bill, and that 
agalnlf prelliiig, 'I'he other eonditiuionul laws had pafl'cd 
W'ltliout the leaft apT'carance oi violence, ab did Indeed all 
bills palled during the llril year, except Srvallbrd’s at¬ 
tainder, which eouh* not be reealkd. Tire parliament,# 
fEcrefore, even ii they had, 1(no\\n the king’s icntiinents 
in this partiefllar, could not, on that aetount, have had 
*'inv juft fimndation of jealoufy. ( 4 .) The king’s Lttcr 
uiterecpted at Nafehy, lias been the foufce of mufh cla- 
liu'ur. We have fpoken of.it already in cjrap. Iviii. No¬ 
thing is more ufual in all public irafrlaiSlicns than fucia 
diftiinflions. After the death of Ciukrlcs of Spain, king 
'Willlam’a anrhaflador^ gave the duke of Anjo*u the title ot 
king of Spain : Vet at that time king William was 
fecietly forming alliances to dethrone him : And foon after 
Jic refufed him that title, and infilled (as he had reafon) 
that he had not acknowJeij^ged Iiis right. Yc^, king Wil¬ 
liam jultly pullcs for a very fincerc prince; and this trauf- 
afftion is not regarded as auy ohiection to his cliarafler in 
that particular. In all tlm ncgoliailons at the peace ot 
Ryfwic, the French ambaiVadors alway-j addreired king 
William as king of England ; yet it was made oii exj^ref; 
article of the treaty, that the i'leneh king Thould ackifBw- 
dedge him as.fueli. Sych a palpable dlfrcrcncc is there 
between giving a title to a prince, and ix>filively recog- 
iiifing hiii right to if. 1 may add, that Cfiarlcs,- when he 
inferted that protellatiou in the cyuneil-books bef(.l!‘e*liis 
council, furely thought he had reafon to ^ftiiy his cpadu£t. 
Th«re were loo many nyiip of U>nouv in^r^t company to 
avdw a palpable cheat. To which* we may^fubjoin, that 
men were as mucli difpofed t(? juJge^t tins priiice’s ac¬ 
tions with candour a»*fcv«rity, tins pvccautidii of entering a 
proteft fti his council-booNs might ratheg pafs for a proof 
of fcrupulous honQur; left he fhould afterwards be re« 

preached 
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proached with breach of his word, when he Ihould think 
proper again to dechtrc the alTcmbly at Weftminfter no 
parliament. (5.) denying of his commiflion to Gla¬ 
morgan is another inilatice which has been cited. This 
matter has been already treated in a note to chap. Iviii. 
TJiat trariladtion was entirely innocent. Even if the king 
liad given a comniifiion :c Glamorgan to conclude that 
treaty, and liad ratified it, will any rcafonable man in our 
age think it llrangc, that, in order to fave his own life, his 
crown, his family, hi? fViends, and his party, he fhould 
make a treaty v;ith papids, and grant them very large 
concefiions for their rtliglon ? (6.) There is another of 
the king'i> intercepted letters to tlic queen commonly me»^ 
tioned ; where it is pretended, he talked of raifing and 
then deftroying Cromwel: ljut that (lory (lands on no 
manner of foundation, as wc have obferved In a preceding 
note to this chapter. In a word, the parliament, after the 
comiriencement of their violences, and ftill mure after be¬ 
ginning the civ'l war, had rcafon for their fcruplcs and 
jcaloufies, founded on the very nature of their fituation, 
and on the geiieial pr'penfity of the human mind ; not on 
any fault of the king’s charadler ; who was.candiil, fmcerc, 
upright, as much as any man whoni we meet with in 
hiRory. Tfirhaps it would be difficult to find another 
charatler fo unexceptionaLle in this particular. 

As to the otlier circumRaivces of Charles’s charafler, 
chiefly exclaimed againll, namely, his arbitrary principles 
in government, one may venture to aflert, that the greatefl: 
enemies of this prince will lut find, in the long line of 
his prcdeceTur.,^ Jiom the conqueft to his time, anyone 
king, except perhaps hi.> father, vvhofe adminiflratiort was 
nof inure arbitrary and lefs legal, or whofe condu6t could 
have been rceummeudcd to him by the popular party them-’ 
fcives, as a model, in tliis particular, for his government. 
Nor is it fufficient to fay, that cxample^and precedent can 
iiever'authorife vices Examples and precedents, uniform 
and a:^^ent, cah Vurel/ fix the naturae of any conRitution, 
and the limits ^f any ferm of .government. There is 
indeed no qtl»ur principle by wliich thofc land-marks' or 
boiindaries can be fettled. 

What a paradox in human aiFairs, that Henry Vllf. 
(liould have been .HlmoH; adored in his lifetime, *and his 

4% 

nemory be 1fefpcd.cd : While Charles I, ihould, by the 

fame 


t 



527 


NOTES TO THE SEWNTII VOLUME. 

fame pei)plt, at i*o* greater diftance tlian a century, have 
bees led to .! public and ignominious execution, and bis. 
^name be ever after purl'urcl by f.illeliood and by o&Knjuy ! 
Even at prefcnt,*an Inilori.ui who, proiflpted by his cou¬ 
rageous generofity, fliouid venture, though iroin the moll 
authentij^ ami undlfpured (•adls, to vimMcate the tame of 
tha{ prince, would be fure to mtct'wiib fuch trea us 

would difeourage even the bolded from lb dangerous, 
cvtiT fplendid an»entcrprilc. 


NOTE [G], p, 166. 


j 


HE following ind nice of extravagance i, given b]{ 
Walker, in Ins ilillory|of Indepembncv, P.nt I!, 
p. 152. Abtmt 1:liis time, Vaeie came lix fndiers into the 
parifli church of Walton upon Thames, near tvvi-lgbt: 
Mr. Faucet, the preacher there, not h.ivlug till thei* ended 
his fermon. One tjf the f( 5 lcliers had n lantliorn iti his 
iiand, and a candle bunting in it, arui in the oth'T hand 
four candles not lighted. He dcfired tljc pariihiouers to 
day a while, faying he had a meffigc from Gftd unto them, 
and thereupon offered to go into the pulpit. Fut the peo¬ 
ple reiufing to give'him leave fo to do or to day in the 
church, he went into the churr^-yarcl, and there told them , 
that he had a vifion, wherein he had received command* 
from God to deliver his-will unto them, which he was to 
deliver, and they to receive^ upon pain of damnation.;•con¬ 
fiding of five lights. (iJ That the fabbath was abo- 
'* lilhed as unneceffarv, Ji'wiff, and merelj^ ccrenioniah 
‘ *Aiul here (quoth he I diould put out the §rd light, 

‘ but the wind is fo high I cannot kindlolt. (2. * 3 ?lnt 
‘ tithes ate aboUflied as Jewifli and ceremonial, a great 
‘ burthen to Ihe faints God, and a dif^ouragement of 
‘ indudry and till^e. And here I diould put out my fe- 

* cond'light, &c. (3.) 'That miniiters are ^bqlilkccf us“ 

* antichridian, and of no longer ujt, rg)w Chrid J^ndlf 

* defeends into the licarts of hi^ faints, Skid Inspirit eiw 

* hghteneth them with revelations^nd infiyration^. And 

* here I fliould put out my third fight, *&*c.* »(^.) Ma- 
gidrates are abpiiQied^s ufclcfs, nov^ tlrat Clijid him- 
fclf i§ in purity amongfj: us, and hath ere^ed the king- 

7 * 
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** dom of the faints upon earth. BehdwS, they are tyrants 
“ and opjirefl'ors of the liberty of the faints, and tie them 
to laws and ordinances, mere human inventions. And 
here 1 ftiould put out my fourth light,*^&c. (5.) Then 
« putting his hand into his pocket, and pulling out a little 
“ bible, he fliewed it open to the people, faying. Here is 
a book you have in great veneration, confiiting of two 
** parts, the ohl and new tcllament: I muft tell you it is 
“ abolilhed ; it containeth beggarly rudiments, milk for 
“ babes : But now Chrifl is in glory amongll us, and im- 
“ parts a farther meafurc of his fpirit to his faints than 
“ this can afl'ord, I am commanded to burn it before vour 
face. Then putting out the candle, he faid, and here 
V my fifth light is extinguiflied.’’ It became a pretty conr- 
mon doclrlnc at that time, that it was unworthy of a chrif 
tian man to pay rent to his fellow-creature? ; and land¬ 
lords were obliged to ufe all the penalties of law againft 
their tenants, whoft: confcience was Icrupulous. 


NOTE [H], p. 205. 

T^HEN the earl of Derby was alive, he had been fum- 
^ moned by Ireton to f^urrender the ifle of Man ; and 
lie returned, this fpirited and memorable anfwer: “1 re- 
ceived your letter with indignaticn, and with fcorn return 
you this anfwer ; that I cann^ot but wonder whence you 
fliould gather any hopes, tl^t I ihould prove like you, 
“ treacheroijs to my fovcrtigii ; fince you cannot be ig- 
“ norant,of my former actions in his late majefty’s fervice, 
ftum which princi, Ics of loyalty I am no whit departed. 
I fcorn your pr'jflers j I difdain your favour ; 1 abhor 
« your treafoi\; and am fo far from delivering up this 
“ ifland to your'advantage, that I Ihall heep it tc the ut- 
moft of ‘my power to your Uellrudion. Take this for 
yoHj^nal anfwer, tj^id forbear any farther felicitations} 
« for iit^u troifolc me wjth any more melTages of this na- 
** ture, I will h^irn the paper andiiang up the bearer. This 
“ >3 the jmmuta'olc reVolufion, and fliall be the undoubted 
pradiqp of him,'who accounts it his chiefefi; glory to bd 
“ his mai6fty’s moft loyal and obedient fubjed, t 

' “DERBY." 
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NOTf: [IJ» p. 208. 

I T had been a ufual policy of the prclbyterian ccclcfi- 
aftics to fotilc a rliaplain in \he great families, who 
aik'd as S fpy upon his mafter, and gave* tlicm intelligence 
ol tlie mod private tranfactions and difcourfcs of the fa- 
niity. A fignal indSiue of pricdlly t)ranny, and the 
fubieflion ot the nobility ! They cveh obliged the fervants 
t1>* give intoUigcncc againfl their mafltrs. Whitlotke. 
p. 502. The fame author, p. 512. tells the following 
^ The fvnod meeting at Perth, and citing the mi- 
nlflers'and people, who iud expiellcd a diflikc of 
heavenly govenitncnt^ the men hein| out of the way. their 
^ives rclttlved to'anfCver for tliein. And, on the day of 
appoarance, !20 woinen^ with good clubs in thcii hands, 
came and bificged the church, wdicrc the rwcrcnd mihi- 
flcrs fiiT. Tlicy lent one oi iln;ir numher to tjeat with the 
kmales, and he tineatening excommunication, they bafted 
fiini tor his lahoi r, kept him priloner* and^fent a party 
of 60, wi.o rouryl the rell ot the clergy, biuked their 
bodies foirly, and Xouk all their baggage and i 2 horfes. 
One of the niiniRcrs, atrer a mile’s running, taking all 
iTcaiurcs for his Iocs, meeting w^ii*j; a ftdilicr, fell on his 
knees, who knowing nuthinj^ of the matter, afJjLcd the 
^aekeoat what he meant?* The female conqueiors, hav¬ 
ing bid hold oi> tlie fynod pleijc, beat him till he torfwjofe 
his office. Ihirtccn minifless rallied about, four miles 
Irom the place, and voted that "this village fhqpld never 
more have a fynod in it, but be accurfed ; and that ihough 
in the years 1638 and 1639, the godly v^omen wc?r 
c«ed up for ftoqmg the bjfhops, yet now the whole fex 
ihould be eltcemed wicked. ^ 


NO.TE [K], ph 64 » 

I ^ 

l4 BOUT this time an accident hail almoll robbed the 
protedor of his*life, and favad !ns ©ndlnre* nhj troi>^ 
hlc'of all their machinatiens. Having got fix fing Frief- 
land coacll-horfes as a prefenr from the jount of 01den« 
burgH,. he imdcrtoojt. for bis amufement to drive then) 
Vbl. V'll. ’ iMm. sd)OMt 
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about Hyde-park; his fccrctary, Thiuloe, bei/ig in the 
coach- ' 1 ‘he horfes were ftaitled and ran away: He was 
linable to command them or keep the box. He fell upon, 
the pole, was dragged upon the ground for foine lime ; 
a pillol which he carried in his pocket, w'cnt off; and 
by that fingular good fortune, which ever attended him, 
be was taken up without any confiderablc hurt or bruife. 

0 

NOTE [L], p. 322. 

AFTERMonk*s declaration for a free parliament on 
tlie eleventh of Felmiarv, he could mean notliirig but 
the king’s relloration : ^Yct it was long before he c'^ould 
open hiinfclt even to lihe king. This declaration was 
within ciglit days after his arrival in London. Had he 
ever intended to have fet up for himfclf, he would not 
fuffely have fo fuori abandoned a projetl fo inviting. He 
would have tnken fomc fleps, which would have betriiyed 
it. It could 01‘dy have been foine difappointrnent, fom.* 
fruftraled attempt,' which could have made him renounce 
the road of private ambition- But thcie is not the lead 
fymptom of inch intentions. Tb'*. dory told of fir An¬ 
thony Afhlcy Cooper, by Mr. Locke, has not any ap¬ 
pearance of truth. SeC lord Larifdown’s Vindication, and 
Philips’r Continuation of Baker. 1 fliall add to what thofe 
authors have advanced, that cardinal Ma/arine wilhed fo.* 
the king’s reftoration; though he would not have ventured 
much to have procured it. 


NOTE [M], p- 425. 

« 

H E articles were, that he had advifed the king to 
govern by military power without parliamcnls, that 
fic'bad affirmed the^king to be a papift or popifhly affeft- 
edfi*4iiat he fiafJ received great fuins of monev for pro¬ 
curing the paUnt an'4» other illegal patentSj, that 

he had adyVt'd and ^orured divers 0/ his majclly’s fubjcdls 
to bcrilnprifoncjl agai’fft law, in remote iflands and gur^ 
rifons,rthereby to prevent thcir^ baling the benefit of the' 
law, that he had procured thb cuftoins to be larmed at 
under rates, that he had received great fums from the 
Vintners^’ compaiiy, far avowing them to inhance the 
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price of winca, that he had in a ftiort time gained a 
greater eflate than could have been fuppofed to arife from 
f the profits of bis Mlices, that he had intnvlucod an arbi¬ 
trary government into his majefty’s plantations, that he 
had rejefled a propofal for the prefervation of Nevis and 
St. Chriftopher’s, which was the occafion of great Ioffes in 
thofe parts, that when he was in his majefty’s fervice beyond 
fea, he held a correfpondence with Cromwcl and his ac 
complices, that he aiivifed the fjle of Dunkirk, that he 
had unduly altered letters patent under the king’s feal, 

* that he had unduly decided caufes in council, which 
fhould have been Jbrought before chancery, that he had 
siTiicd quo warrantos againft corporations with an in- 
tei/tion of fqueezing money fr^m them, that he had taken ' 
money for pafting the bill of fettlement in Ireland, that 
he betrayed the nation in all foreign treaties, and that 
he was the principal advifer of dividing the fleet in, June 

1666. 

• . • 

NOTE [N], p.4ss. 

> 


T H E abftraft of the Report of the Brook-houfe com¬ 
mittee (fo that committee was called) was firft pub- 
lifhcd by Mr. Ralph, vol. i. p. 177. from lord Halli- 
fax’s colleflions, to which I refer. If we perufe their , 
apology, which we find in the fubfequent page of the lame 
author, we fliall find that they atlcd with fomc malignity 
towards the king. They would take notice of no fer- 
viecs performed before the’^ift.of September 1664. But 
all the king’s preparations preceded that date, and, as 
chancellor Clarendon told the parliament,, amotintcd to 
jjcight hundred ihoufand pounds; and the conrputation is 
very probable.’ This furf, therefore, muft be added. The 
committee likevvife charged leven hundred iffoufand pounds 
to the king on accotint ot the winter and fumnjer gua^s, 
■faved during two years and ten morWis ^^t the war loft¬ 
ed. „ But this feems ifiiquitous. Tor though that an 
ufunl burthen on the rA^nuc, 'which wosf then *faved ; 
would not the dimiivution of the^cuftoms dutia^ flie war, 
bh an equivalent to it ? ^Befidcs, near firrep bundled and 
forty tbpufand pounds are charged lor prlze-moncj', which 
perhaps the king thought he ought niSt to account for. 
Tbcfc’fums etfcecd fhe miUiqn ind if half. 



NOTE 
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NOTE { 0 ], P.46S 

G OURVILLE has faid in his Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 14., 
67. that Charles was never finccre in tlic triple al¬ 
liance; and tiiat, having entertained a violenr aniitiofity 
againfl DeWir, he endeavoured b)' this artifice to de¬ 
tach him from tlic French alliance, witft a view-of after¬ 
wards finding an opportunity to fatiatc his vengeance upon 
him. This account, though very little honourable to tl;p 
king’s memory, feems probable from the events, as well a: r 
from the authority of the author 


eJcd of the seventh’’volume. 










